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SATURDAY, AUGUST 20, 1887. 

E X C U R S I O N . 

ON Saturday last, the members of this Club made thei r 
second excursion for this season. The weather fortu-
nately was fine, only a few drops of rain falling through-
out the day. Leaving Banff Bridge by the 12-12 P.M. 
train, the party proceeded to Auchterless Station, hav-
ing been joined on the way by several ladies and gentle-
men from the King.Edward and Turriff districts. At 
Auchterless, they were met by Dr Milne, King-Edward, 
and other gentlemen, and, under Dr Milne's leader-
ship, proceeded to view the old Castle of Towie, which 
is situated within the grounds of Towie-Barclay House, 
at the gate of which they were welcomed by Mr and 
Mrs Scott. Dr Milne having led the par ty round the 
exterior of the Castle, and read and commented on the 
old inscriptions upon i ts walls, t he interior of the 
Castle was then explored, and in the lofty room, which 
was once the dining-hall, Dr Milne read the following 
paper:— 

TOWIE BARCLAY. 
Tollie Barclay of the glen, 
Happy to the maids, but never to the men. 

THE BARCLAYS. 

SIR ALEXANDER BARCLAY OF TOLLY FOVNDATOR 
DECEISIT ANNO DOMINI 1136. 

This is the first par t of an inscription placed above 
the door of Towie Castle. I t bears also the initials 
P.B., those of Patrick Barclay, the builder of the 
castle, and i t ends with 1593, the date of i t s erection. 
On Patrick Barclay's tomb in the old church of Turriff, 
he is declared to be the glory of the Towie family, to 
which five centuries had given old renown. The date of 
the tombstone is 1636, and five hundred years back is 
exactly 1136, the date in the castle inscription. I t is 
clear, therefore, tha t Patrick Barclay and his family 
believed tha t the founder of the family of the Towie 
Barclays died in 1136. David I . of Scotland (1124-1153) 
was educated in England. His friends and followers 
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were Normans f rom England, and we can well believe 
t ha t in the early part of his reign one of the noble 
family from Berkeley Castle, in Gloucestershire, mi-
grated into Scotland and received from the king a grant 
of t he lands of Tolly. 

I t is not , however, till the time of William the Lion 
(1165-1214) tha t we find documentary evidence of the 
Barclays in Scotland. In 1165 Walter de Berkeley was 
appointed Chamberlain of Scotland, and he is among 
the witnesses to a charter of William the Lion, convey-
ing lands in the Garioch to the Church of St Andrews. 

Another inscription above the door of Towie Castle is 
— S I R VALTER BARCLAY OF TOLLY MILES FOVNDIT 1210. 
Walter is a very common name among the Towie 
Barclays, and if the Chamberlain was one of this family, 
as is not unlikely, he may have been the son of the 
Alexander who died in 1136. I t is hardly open to sup-
pose tha t a man old enough to be Chamberlain in 1165 
would be engaged in great building operations in 1210, 
and therefore we may regard him as the father of the 
Walter who founded in 1210. , 

The Ragman Roll of 1296, which records the acts of 
fealty and homage performed by the Scottish nobility 
and gentry to Edward I . of England, contains the name 
of Patricius de Barclay. Patrick was another very com-
mon name in this family, and he may have been the 
Barclay of Tolly of his day. 

In the reign of Robert the Bruce (1306-1329), Walter 
Barclay of Kerko. Knight, burgess of Perth, got a 
charter of the lands of Tollie from his Sovereign. The 
charters of Scotland were carried off by Edward 1., 
not so unfortunate a thing for Scotland as we might 
suppose, for though the charters themselves were lost 
a complete index was made of all the charters and docu-
ments tha t were taken away. In the index is this 
charter to Walter Barclay. We have thus unquestion-
able evidence tha t in the time of Bobert the Bruce the 
Barclays were lords of Tolly. In the Register of Mel-
rose, Sir Walter Barclay, Knight, Sheriff of Aberdeen, 
is mentioned in a charter by Robert I . to that town, 
and the same man was amongst those accused of trea-
son in the Black Parliament of Scone in 1320. This 
must be the Sir Walter of Tolly. In the roll of missing 
charters of Eobert I . are three others worthy of notice. 
The first is to Walter Barclay of the thanage of 
Belhelvie; tha t is he became hereditary tenant of Bel-
helvie, not for military service, but at the fixed sum of 
ren t a t which it stood in the King's rental. The second, 
in 1323, confirms the same thanage to Hugh Barclay, 
who must therefore be the heir, and most likely also the 
son of Walter Barclay. The thi rd charter conveys to 
Hugh Barclay the lands of Pintrie (now Craigston), in 
King-Edward, and Balmellie, in Turriff, and Gask, also 
in Turriff, and in the neighbourhood of Towie Castle. 
Another charter, date 1388, conveyed to John Fraser of 
Forglen the lands of Belhelvie, to be held of the lord of 
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Belhelvie-Barclay as superior , and was wi tnessed by 
Will iam Barclay, lord of Tolly. I t seems probable 
therefore t h a t Wal t e r Barclay of Belhelvie was t h e 
same as Wal t e r of Tolly, t h a t H u g h was his son, and 
t h a t William was t h e son of H u g h . 

On 7th Ju ly 1480 " t h e lords of connsale decre t is and 
delineris t h a t J o h n Berclay of Tolly, b ro the r and are of 
vmquhile J ames Berclay, barges of P e r t h e , shall con ten t 
and pay to David Chaumir of S t r a thy , son and a re of 
vmquhile J o h n of Chaumir , t h e soume of 281." 

Another Wal te r appears in 1490. and is very f requen t ly 
mentioned in legal documents u p to 1512. 

The next lord of Tolly is h e who erected t h e well-
preserved Blab in the old Church of Gamrie in memory 
of his wife, J a n e t Ogilvy, hear ing t h e following in-
scription :—Hic jace t honorabi l is vir P a t r i c i u s Barclay 
dominus de Tolly qui obiit die meusis anno dommi 
millesimo, quingentesimo et J o n e t a Ogilvy e ju s 
spousa quie obiit sexto die mensis Jannuarii Anno 
Domini millesimo qnadragesimo sept imo. 

[He re lies an honourable man, P a t r i c k Barclay, lord 
of Tolly, who died day of t h e m o n t h of in t h e 
year of our Lord one thousand five hundred and and 
Jane t Ogilvy, his spouse, who died on t h e s ix th day of 
the month of J anua ry in t h e year of ou r Lo rd one 
thousand five hundred and fo r ty seven. ] 

Above the slab is a small nicbe, in which had been 
placed a cross or a crucifix, which accounts for t h e 
following line on t h e npper marg in of t h e s lab:— 
Patr ic ius Berclay S hoo me fieri fec i t . T h a t i s—Patr ick 
Barclay, under th i s sign, caused me t o be made. W h e n 
the Reformation came in 1650 t h i s cross had been 
destroyed in t h e general demoli t ion of " i m a g e s ' in 
churches which J o h n K n o x recommended . T h e 
spaces for inser t ing t h e da t e of P a t r i c k ' s own d e a t h 
are lef t blank, and had never been filled in , e i the r 
f rom disgust a t t h e desecrat ion which t h e t ab le t 
had undergone, or f rom neglect on t h e p a r t of h i s 
surviving relat ives. Pa t r i ck h imsel f , no doub t , also 
lies in the Church of Gamrie . The family residence of 
the Barclays a t th i s t ime was a t Cullen in Gamrie , 
which, as well as Melrose, belonged t o t h e m . 

Another Wal ter appears in 1579. H e mar r i ed El iza-
beth Hay of Delgaty. H e was s laughtered in E d i n b u r g h 
by Meldrum of Montcoffer and o t h e r s in J u n e 1589. 
His oldest son P a t r i c k was p r e sen t a t t h e affray, and 
was wounded in t h e face t o t h e drawing and effusion of 
h i s blood. The peace, however , was a f t e rwa rds made 
up between Meldrum and t h e re la t ives of t h e deceased, 
for in 1592 le t t e r s of remiss ion were g ran ted t o him by 
Pat r ick Barclay, h i s mothe r , and t h e res t of t h e family, 
and duly witnessed by Alexander Hay of De lga ty . 

Pa t r i ck succeeded h i s f a t h e r . One of h i s b ro the r s , 
Will iam, A.M., M.D. , who was bo rn in 1570, s tud ied 
a t Louvain Univers i ty under J u s t u s Lips ius , by whom 
he was very highly es teemed. I n his P raeme t i a , or 
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first work, on Tacitus, he refers thus to the scene of 
his bi r th:—' Nam Collonia (sic costrum vocatur in quo 
primnm terrain tetigi) sita est in l i t tore quod tarn vasto 
atque aperto mari pulsatur. Es t in eodem littore, in 
terri torio gentis Barclayanae, portus quidam, qui nostra 
lingua, Auldheauen appellator. ' [For Cullen (so is the 
castle called in which I first touched the earth) is 
situated on a shore which is lashed by so vast and 
open a sea. There is on the same shore, in the land of 
the Barclay family, a harbour, which in Scotch is called 
Auldhaven.] Cullen Castle was situated where Mains 
of Cullen now is, half-a-mile south of the Auldhaven, a 
small natural harbour at the mouth of the Burn of 
Melrose, two miles east of Macduff. William Barclay 
wrote also two famous books, Nepenthes or the Vertues 
of Tabacco, and Callirhoe, commonly called the Well of 
Spa, or the Nymph of Aberdeen. He wrote also some 
Latin verses, which will be found in the Delitiiae Poet-
arum Scotorum. He is said to have died about 1630; 
but I should say rather later, in the belief tha t the in-
scription on his brother 's tomb in Turriff Church is his 
production. Another brother was George of Auch-
reddie, in New Deer. On one of the pages of the Royal 
manuscript of Wyntownis Cronikyl, in the British 
Museum, is the following inscription:— 

' This buik dois perteine 
To ane rycht honorabill man, 
Georg Barclay of Auchrody, 
And mony wther propirty. 
Brother german is he 
To Schyr Patrik of Tollie, 
Chief of Barclays in Scotland, 
And mony guid deid hes hed in hand. 
Schyr Patrik Barclay of Tollie, 
Chief of that name I testifie; 
As in his scheild ye may sie 
Twa corsis weiris he ; 
The third be resone quhy 
That house marit properly 
Ane dochter of Gartly 
With gryt honour and dignity, 
Quhilk then was Barclay, 
And was one knycht rycht worthy. 
The mariage of that lady, 
Indeuit with guid quality, 
Movit her husband Toly, than 
In to his arms to draw three, 
Where corsie twa befoirhand were.' 

From these verses we see that Patrick, the head of the 
family, had for his first wife ' ane dochter of Gartly, 
quhilk than wes Barclay.* and on the occasion of his 
marriage he added to the two crosses patees, the 
Barclay figures, in his shield, another on his wife's 
account. George Barclay claims for his brother 
tha t he is the chief of the Barclays in Scotland. 
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The other families were those of Gartly in Banff, 
Mathers in Kincardine, and Collairnie in Fife, 
all sprang f rom the same stock. As we have 
seen, his brother William says he was born in Cullen 
Castle, the residence of the family till th is t ime. 
Patrick built the Castle of Towie, and for th i s reason he 
is styled the Glory of the Towie family on t h e tomb to 
his memory in the Old Church of Turriff. The elegant 
Latinity leads me to think i t mus t have been the 
composition of his brother the Lat in professor and 
d o c t o r . BARCLAIUS IACET HIC, TOVAEAE GLORIA GENTIS , 

SAECVLA CVI PRISCVM QVIXA D E D E R E DECUS. CALCULUS 
HVNC IVVENEM POST TER TRIA LUSTEA P E R E M I T , NEC 
MEDICAE QVIDQVAM P R O F V I T ARTIS OPVS. OSSA T E G I T 
TELLVS ; ANIMAM, BAELESTIS ORIGO CVI FVIT, AETHERLE 

LIMINA SEDIS HABENT. 
[Here lies Barclay, the Glory of the Towie family, to 

which five centuries have given old renown. Calculus 
cut him off in his prime, a f te r thr ice three lus t ra (45 
years), nor were the resources of the healing a r t of any 
avail. The earth covers his bones, his spirit, which was 
of celestial origin, is the tenant of a mansion beyond the 
skies.] On the upper par t of the monument is 

P . B . 
Anno A.D. 1636 

and a shield with two coats of a rms. The da te is pro 
bably the year in which the tomb was erected : Patr ick 
Barclay died in 1624. The initials are those of Patr ick 
Barclay and Anne Drummond, his second or th i rd wife. 
The shield contains in i t s left side the Barclay coat of 
arms, and in i ts right the Drummond. In heraldry the 
Barclay coat would be said to be on the r ight side, t ha t 
is the right of the person who is represented by the 
shield, and the Drummond arms wonld be said to be on 
the left. Anne Drummond was a daughter of Lord 
Drummond, and she survived her husband and after-
wards married Fraser of Murtle. 

Patrick was succeeded by his son William, who mar-
ried Jane, daughter of the thi rd Lord Elphinstone. 
As he had married a Drummond, th is was the maiden 
name of both Patrick 's own mother and his wife's 
mother. 

They had a son Patrick, who succeeded in 1643, besides 
two daughters. To him must belong a shield which was on 
the old dove-cot a t Towie with the Barclay arms, t he ini-
tials P.B., the date 1602, and the motto, ' AEITHER DOE 
OR DIE.' Doe is a pun on the Scotch doo for dove. 
Two centuries ago, before ' p r ime Scots ' were invented, 
a pigeon-house was an important source of supply for 
the larder of a landed proprietor, younu pigeons being 
in great repute. Here was a plain warning to the inha-
bitants of t he cot t ha t they must hatch young for the 
larder, or go to i t themselves. Both Patr ick and his 
father had sustained ' loises and sufferings ' in the civil 
wars, as appears from a representation t o Parl iament 
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in 1645, and we learn from Spalding t ha t Tolly was in 
the thick of the fray a t the outbreak of the Civil War 
in Aberdeenshire in 1639. 

His great-grandson William succeeded in 1688, and on 
his death without issue the estate went to Elizabeth, 
t he elder sister of his predecessor, who married John 
Gordon of Rothiemay. Their initials, I.G. E.B., and the 
date 1694 are on the lintel of a door which they 
made in the Castle. By Elizabeth's fa ther ' s settle-
ment made in 1643, Anna, the younger daughter, 
was entitled to a tocher of £6666 13s. 4d. Scots, 
from the estate of Tolly, but as no interest had been 
paid since 1653, she and her husband, Mr Symmers of 
Balzeordie, near Brechin, raised an action in 1695 against 

Rothiemay and his wife for payment of both principal 
and interest . 

Elizabeth and her husband Had a son, who in 1698 is 
called Patr ick Barclay alias Gordon. Patrick had one 
son, who proved fatuous, and a daughter, who married 
Sir Alexander Innes of Coxton, near Elgin. Their only 
daughter, Isabel, married the Hon. Charles Mait-
land, second son of the sixth Earl of Lauderdale. She 
died in 1761, leaving a son, Charles Maitland Barclay of 
Tillycoultry, who left a family of daughters only. . 

I n 1752 the estate was sold to the Earl of Find, 
later , and in 1792 he sold i t for £21,000 to its present 
proprietors, Gordon's College and the Infirmary of 
Aberdeen. ' 

There is in Turriff churchyard a stone with 
t races of an inscription in memory of a Patrick 
Barclay, Lord of Tolly, bnt the date is gone. An. 
other stone records the death of Francis Barclay, 
younger of Tollie, but the date cannot he seen for 
another stone placed upon i t . He had been one of 
apparently several heirs-apparent of Tolly, who died 
without succeeding to the property. I t will be remem-
bered also t ha t one lord of Tolly was slam in a private 
feud in Edinburgh, and tha t another ,« the glory of the 
fami ly ' was cut off in his prime by calculus or perhaps by 
an operation performed to remove it. These untimely 
deaths of the male members of the family, and the 
repeated changes of line through the failure of male 
heirs and the succession of female heirs, no doubt gave 
rise to the couplet— 

Towie Barclay of the glen, 
Happy to the maids, but never to the men. 

Mr Jervise states tha t the marriage register of Dundee 
has an entry dated 15th March 1731, ' S i r Alexander 
Barclay of Towie md Jean Ogilvie." This would likely 
be some member of the family who fancied t ha t he 
being a Barclay had a better r ight to the title of Sir, 
common bnt not hereditary, in the family, than 
Elizabeth's husband, Gordon of Rothiemay, or any of 
her descendants. But the unwarranted assumption of 
the t i t le of sir, and the perhaps correct but empty t i t le 
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of Towie, a t this t ime may have been only such high-
falutin' as is not uncommon on such occasions. 

The famous Russian General, Barclay de Tolly, who 
was created a Prince of the Russian Empire by the 
Emperor Alexander for his distinguished service in t h e 
Franco-Russian War, was a Towie Barclay, bu t i t is 
impossible now to trace bis descent. He died 1818. 

There were two eminent, learned Barclays, fa ther and 
son, who are sometimes said to have been of the Towie 
family, ba t who were really of the Collairnie or Fifeshire 
line. William Barclay, LL.D., the father , was born ill 
Aberdeenshire in 1516. He was educated at Aberdeen 
University, and in 1573, like many others of his country-
men of the time, went abroad to seek his for tune. Ho 
emigrated to France, where he became a distinguished 
law writer and a professor of law in the University of 
Angers. To distinguish him from the other William, 
who was a professor of humanity, he is called the civilist. 

His son John, born 1582, was even more famous. He 
was the author of several satirico-political works which 
attracted great notice, and his Argenis, a romance 
written in Latin, was once so highly though t of t ha t i t 
passed through many editions, and was translated into 
various languages. Cowper pronounced i t t he best and 
most amusing romance ever wri t ten . I t still finds ap-
preciating readers. He died of calculus in 1621 a t t he 
age of forty. 

The following is a correct list of t he successive pro-
prietors of Towie, as far as can be made out f rom inscrip-
tions on Towie Castle, tombstones in the old churches 
of Gamrie and Turriff, and authent ic documents. The 
names marked with an asterisk are not made out with 
certainty to-be those of Towie Barclays :— 

1. Sir Alexander, Foundator , died 1138. 
2. *Walter, Chamberlain, appointed 1165. 
3. Sir Walter, foundit 1210. 
4. *Patrick, submitted to Ed. I „ a t Aberdeen, 1296. 
5. Sir Walter, Charter ' twixt 1306-1329. 
6. *Hugh of Gask, Charter, 1323. 
7. William, about 1388. 
8. Walter, about 1457. 
9. John, about 1480. 

10. Patrick X Janet Ogilvy, who died 1487. 
11. Walter, mentioned ' twixt 1490-1512. 
12. Walter X Elizabeth Hay, killed 1589. 
13. Patr ick X Ann Drummond, died 1624,. 
14. William X Jane Elphinstone, died 1643. 
15. Patrick, sisters—1 Eliz , 2 Ann, died 1688. 
16. William, before 1694. 
17. Elizabeth x John Gordon, succeeded about 1694. 
18. Patrick Gordon-Barclay, 
19. Daughter X Sir Alexander Innes, 
20. Isabella Innes X Hon. C. Maitland, died 1761. 
21. Charles Maitland-Barclay. 
22. Earl of Findlater purchased, 1752. 
23. Gordon's College purchased, 1792. 
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Two or three [twenty-four] years before his (Prince 
Barclay de Tolly) death, the estate of Tolly or Towie, in 
Aberdeenshire, the old inheritance of the family, was 
for sale, and he was pressed to buy i t but refused, on 
the ground tha t his family had been so long expatriated, 
tha t Scotland was now to them a Strange Country.— 
Chambers's Ency., vol. 1, p. 689. 

T H E CASTLE. 
The Castle as it stands is a rectangular block, 44 feet 

on the west side, aud 40 feet on the south, with. a pro-
jection on the east side, which is 14 feet wide, in line 
with the south side of the Castle, and 28 feet in depth. 
There is a recess in the north-east corner, in which is 
placed the door. The main building is two stories high, 
reaching 33 feet in height, with a parapet all round the 
top. I t is said to have been originally two stories 
higher, and may have been in all 60 feet high. The pro-
jection is also two stories high, but, as i ts rooms are 
low roofed, i t is not so high as the Castle. I t never was 
higher than it is now. 

On entering, a small apartment is found behind the 
door ; this may bo said pretty confidently to have been 
the wine cellar. In f ront is another apartment, which, 
from its situation aud size, may likely enough have 
been the dairy. On the left is the inner door, strikingly 
low, only 6 feet 6 inches high, though it originally had 
been 9 inches less, as the floor has evidently been 
lowered. Inside the inner door will be seen a small 
window, through which communication could be held 
with the outside without opening the door. In the 
passage on the right hand is the door of the kitchen, a 
dark gloomy place, with a store room off i t . I t may 
have looked better when a huge blazing fire filled the 
hear th . Opposite the kitchen door in the other side of 
the passage is a door, and beside it a window, now both 
bnilt up. This was the original entrance to the lower 
flat of the east wing, which seems to have been a place 
where the supply of meat was prepared and stored. A 
hook in the roof had, no doubt, been used for hanging 
up sheep killed for daily supply. A ring in a stone in 
the floor indicates tha t here cattle had been pinned 
down for slaughter, and we can easily imagine a busy 
scene when the grass-fed marts were killed at Martin-
mas (whence the name), and salted and stored away in 
this room to barrels for winter use. This place is now 
entered from the outside, but there was at first but one 

outer door in the whole building. 

The staircase is in the south-east corner of the Castle, 
and from it opens on the left the door into the upper 
story of the east wing, which had been the parlour. On 
the right, in the thickness of the wall, is a branch stair 

leading to the second story of the Cas t l e - the dining-hall 
a large apartment 20 feet high, 30 feet long, and.20 feet 

wide. In one corner is a door leading to a back stair going 
down into the kitchen below the hall. At the top of the 
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stair are shelves for joints of meat , and also a pant ry , 
with a slit in a stone, admit t ing of communication "be-
tween the servants in the hall and those outside. # The 
dining-hall had been lighted by two lofty windows in the 
west side. Some light had also been admit ted through 
two small apartments—one in the south wall, entered, 
however, only by a stair in the wall coming down f rom 
the floor above. This is now called the piper 's gallery. 
Likely there had been class between i t and the hall . 
Another small apar tment , part ly in the east wall above 
the lobby and part ly within t h e building, above the pas-
sage, with a fireplace, seems to have been the lady's 
boudoir. I t has a window overlooking the door of the 
castle, and had had an inuer window with a door in i t , 
through which some light had passed into the dining-
hall. On the r igh t side of t h e large fireplace there is a 
small door, admitt ing into a dark chamber in the 
wall, which may have been the ' peat-neuk. ' I t opens 
also into the last mentioned apar tment , through what 
may perhaps have been a small secret bedroom. In th is 
dark place may be seen the huge spit for roast ing meat , 
once placed above t h e fireplace in the dining-hall. 

In the thi rd flat, now removed, had been the bed-
rooms of the family, and the uppermost s tory of all had 
been most likely one large barrack-room for the ser-
vants of the Castle. 

The floors had all been vaults of stone and lime, both 
for the sake of durability, and on account of t h e diffi-
culty of procuring t imber of sufficient s t rength t o form 
joists for large apartments. (The t imbers for the roof 
of the Abbey of Deer were got from t h e forest a t t he 
base of the Knock Hill.) These vaulted floors neces-
sitated very thick walls to withstand the outward t h r u s t 
of the arches. Notwithstanding i ts beauty, t he arch is 
a source of danger to every building in which i t forms a 
prominent feature. The walls of t he Castle are, there-
fore, seven or eight feet thick. On the top of the walls 
was a broad walk, all round mos t likely, paved with 
long stones resting partly on corbels project ing f rom 
the walls. On the ends of these was bui l t an embra-

sured parapet, which mus t have projected nearly three 
feet beyond the walls, for there were openings called 
machicolations inside the parapet , between the corbels, 
for pouring hot sand or melted lead upon enemies who 
approached the walls. The roof had been a low pavilion, 
not visible f rom the ground, and i t is said t ha t old 
leases contained a clause binding the tenants to carry 
divots and turf to cover i t , f rom which i t may be in-
ferred t ha t i t was not slated. Around the Castle was a 
moat with a draw-bridge. Generally, castles were bui l t 
in situations where thei r moats could not be filled with 
water , but t ha t a t Towie, if pre t ty deep, may have had 
water. 

There is a tradit ion t ha t t he building of the Castle 
extended over 120 years, and ruined three lairds. This 
is so far confirmed by a date -68- above a monogram in 
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t he south wall, but t he main work mus t have been prac-
tically completed before 1639. 

I n the early par t of th i s century, when i t was found 
t h a t a covering of feal would not prevent rain f rom 
passing th rough the flat top, t he side walls were 
lowered and gables were formed on t h e ends, and then 
an ordinary slated roof was erected. More recently the 
gables were taken down, and a flat roof was formed, with 
a parapet all round and t u r r e t s on the corners. 

As to the age of the building, the re can be no mis-
take. Some, looking a t t he inscriptions above the 
entrance, have fancied t ha t they claim for the Castle 
an almost fabulous antiquity. But inscriptions are 
easily s tuck into walls, and may be of any age. They 
are usually supposed to be contemporaneous with the 
building in which they are seen ; bu t they may be older 
or later than it, and they may tel l a t rue story or a 
false. Leaving t h e inscriptions alone, therefore , for a 
t ime, i t is f rom the Castle itself t h a t i t s t r u e age mns t 
be ascertained. 

If we make our way in to the piper 's gallery by the 
narrow stair in t h e wall f rom the floor above, we see 
t h a t i t has a groined roof, and in the centre, where the 
four ribs meet, there is a boss having carved on i t s 
under side in t h e centre a hear t with a plaited cord 
around i t , f rom which project above two hands, and 
below two feet . All, the hear t , the hands, and t h e feet , 
are pierced, and this mus t be intended to represent t he 
crucifixion of Christ . Round these is a dove, t he 
emblem of the Holy Ghost, and the words—'Fi te fit 
domo dominus domo cracionis.' The inscription has 
probably been carved incorrectly, and i t has puzzled 
o thers besides me to make out i t s ful l meaning; but i t 
is evidently connected with the creation of the world. 
I n the wall there is a dea th ' s head with a bone in i t s 
mouth, and below i t another bone, and something like 
t h e old pyramidal hand-bell used in churches. Under 
th is is a tablet project ing horizontally f rom the wall, 
on which had stood a crucifix and wax tapers . This is 
evidently a small secret chapel suitable for t h e private 
devotions of the family, but i ts position in the south 
wall of t he dining hall, visible f rom t h e hall, bu t not 
accessible f rom i t , suggests also t ha t i t was intended 
for the celebration of t h e mass in sight of a congregation 
of t h e fa i thfu l , when the window between i t and the 
hall was opened. In 1560 the Reformation Parl iament 
passed an Act making the celebration of t h e mass 
criminal, and ordering s t r ic t inquisition to be made for 
all who might break the law. But in t h e north-east of 
Scotland the nobles stood aloof f rom the Reformation. 
The Ear l of Hnnt ly boasted t h a t he could have mass 

said publicly in Aberdeen, Banff, and Moray. He fell 
a t Corrichie in 1562, bu t in 1594 the Ear ls of Hunt ly and 
Er ro l broke ont in rebellion, and defeated King James 
forces a t Glenlivat, and the Roman Catholic cause 
appeared by no means hopeless. The victory, however, 
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was of no avail. Hunt ly had to submit, his castle was 
demolished, and mass ceased to he celebrated in Elgin 
Cathedral. The contest was given ap, and Hunt ly 
subscribed the Articles of Religion in 1597, and was 
received into the bosom of the Reformed Church. This 
l i t t le chapel in the wall, therefore, fixes the date of the 
Castle between 1560 and 1597. 

Other features of the dining-hall corroborate. The roof 
is arched from nor th to south, bu t divided into two bays 
by cross vaults f rom the two west windows. From the 
meeting of the groins in the roof bang down two bosses. 
On one of these has the inscription ARMA REGIS—the 
arms of the King—and the • lion rampant , with two 
unicorns for supporters. The unicorns were not added 
to the royal arms till the time of Queen Mary, and when 
her son became King of England one was exchanged for 
a lion. This boss therefore fixes the date of t he castle 
to the period 1507-1603, the reign of James VI. , t he only 
King of Scotland who bore the arms upon it . A shield 
on a corbel at the r ight hand side of the fire-place has 
the coat of arms which George Barclay says belonged 
to his brother Patr ick of Tollie, three crosses patees, 
besides the chevron. One in the roof of t he lobby has 
the same devices, and and at the sides the le t ters P.B. 
Besides the ' dochter of Gartly," mentioned by George 
Barclay, who was probably Patr ick 's first wife, and Ann 
Drummond, who survived him, and erected to his 
memory the tomb in the Old Churchyard of Turriff , it 
would seem thai a t the time when the castle was built 
he was married to a Mowat of Balquholly, now Hat ton 
Castle. On another boss in the roof of t he dining-hall 
is a shield with the Barclay Arms on i ts r ight side, and 
the Mowat Arms on i ts left . Under them are the 
figures 1 and 0, and around Patr ick Barclay, and a word 
not made out. Originally all the terminations and 
crossings of the ribs of the groins in the roof of the 
dining-hall had been ornamented with shields, heads, 
beasts, cherubs, &c., and if these had all remained we 
should have known more of the family history of i ts 
builder, but many of them have dropped off. Above the 
fire-place, in the roof is the figure of a beast like a sea-
serpent, with a long protruding tongue. This may be 
token as representing the whale t ha t swallowed Jonah 
and vomited him up again on dry land, and thus is an 
emblem of the resurrection. Another form of the 
resurrection emblem several times repeated encircles. 
the sides of the boss with the Barclay and Mowat Arms. 
The castle itself thus tells us t ha t i t was built by 
Patrick Barclay about the end of the sixteenth century. 

And this is what the lower of the two inscriptions above 
the door, rightly read, really says. SIR ALEXANDER 
BARCLAY OF TOLLY FOVNDATOR DECEISIT 1136. IN TYM 
OF V A L T H AL MEN S [ E M ] S FRINDLY. AN FRIND IS NOTI 
KNAVIN BUT IN ADVERSITY 1593. A t t h e s i d e s a r e t h e 
let ters P.B. Some understanding fovndator to mean 
founder of the castle have made the building upwards 
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of seven hundred years old. But fundator in Latin is 
quite applicable to the founder of a family, and the 
inscription really means tha t Sir Alexander, t he first of 
t he family as far aa known to Patr ick Barclay or his 
bro ther William, the Latin professor, to whom, no 
doubt, we owe the word fovndator, died in 1136, and the 
date 1593 is the year in which the Castle was built, jus t 
when the Popish Lords were raising the standard of 
rebellion in the hope of re-establishing the old fai th. 

The upper inscription is on a scroll wound round a 
shaf t , and should be read from below upwards. SIr 
VALTER BARCLAY OF TOLLIE MILES FOVNDIT. On the 
sha f t there is seen 12 on one side and 10 on the other. 
These figures are not seen from the ground, and in his 
• Epitaphs " Mr Jervise expresses his belief t ha t they 
never were on the inscription. Miles, a knight, is often 
read ' mills,' and the inscription is made to inform us 
t h a t Sir Wal ter Barclay founded Tollie Mills Much 
learning is thrown away in P ra t t ' s Buchan and other 
books to prove the greatness of Sir Walter from th is 
supposed work. But i t is clear tha t the inscription 
says t ha t Sir Walter founded something in 1210 I t 
could not have been this castle for itwas not built til1593. 
Moreover, i t would have been somewhat out of place 
to put ' of Toll ie ' on a castle a t Tollie. I t looks more 
like an inscription upon a building erected in some other 
place, and i t is possible tha t this stone had been in the 
first house of the Barclays tha t we know of-Cul len 
Castle in Gamrie. In i t Patrick and his brothers William 
and George were born, and when it ceased to be habit-
able the stone in question may have been removed to 
Towie Castle perhaps long af ter i t was built. I t is clear 
enough tha t the stone was not put where i t is at the erec-
tion of the Castle. The inscription and date are sharply 
cut, bu t too small to be easily legible at such a height 
Moreover, this stone as well as the one below it are not 
flush with the wall, and are unskillfully stuck in .The 
outer door has. however, undergone alteration, having 
moulding only on one side, and probably the door had 
been enlarged and heightened when the floor of t he 
lobby was lowered, and the inscribed stones had been 
shifted then. This had been the w o r k of John Gordon 
and his wife Elizabeth Barclay, who had also built up 
the inner door of the east wing, and opened tha t bear-
ing on i ts lintel their own initials and date 1694. 

In the Civil War the laird of Tollie took the Covenanting 
side, and according to Spalding the first blood was drawn 
at ' a n e bikkering about Tollie.' 'The re wes togidder 
t h e laird of Banf f , the laird of Geicht. t he young laird of 
Cromartie, with sum vtheris. who with lieuennant 
Crouner Johnstoun, vpone the 10th May (1639) intendit 
t o cam to the place of Tolly Barclay and thaw to tak 
out sic armes, mvscatis. gvms, and carrabinis as the 
lairdis of Delgatie and Tollie-Barclay had plunderit f rom 
the said young laird of Cromartie, out of the place of 
Baquholly, bot i t hapnit the Lord Fraser and maister 
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of Forbes to sie thai r cuming. They manit the houss of 
Towy, cloissit the yett is , and schot dinerss schotis f r a 
the houss heid, whair ane seruand of the laird of 
Geichtis wes schot, callit Dauid P ra t . The barronis, 
seing thay cold not mend thame selffs, le f t t he houss, 
thinking i t no vassalage to s tay whill thay war slayne ; 
syne bu t more ado, rode thai r way. Bot heir i t is to be 
marki t t h a t this wes t h e first blood tha t wes drawin heir 
sen the begining of th is Covenant.* David P r a t ' s grave 
is pointed out in a field two hundred yards nor th of t h e 
fa rm steading of Towie. No stone marks the spot, and 
in a few years i t may be impossible to dist inguish i t . 
Poster i ty would thank the Governors of Gordon's 
College for a simple headstone to mark the grave of the 
first to fall in the Civil War . 

The Covenanters had the best of i t on th i s occasion, 
but ten days later a t the Trot of Turriff , the Barons 
drove them out of the town af ter a stiff fight, in which 
there fell two on the Covenanters ' side, and on the 
Barons' side, one common soldier, whom they ' caused 
burye solemnly t ha t day. out of ane idle vante in the 
buriall place of Walter [Pa t r i ck ] Barclay of Towey, 
within the church of Turreffe '—Gordon's Scots Affairs. 
In 1644, Montrose took Fyvie Castle, and there is a 
tradition tha t on the same occasion he defended Towie 
Barclay against Argyle. Pe te r Garden, who died about 
1780 at the age of 132, was said to have been one of the 
garrison, and to have recollected having been sent when 
a boy to the wood to cut boughs for spears. 

ARMORIAL, BEARINGS. 
The distinguishing figures of the Barclay shield are 

crosses patees and a chevron. The cross patee is an 
equal armed cross with broadened ends. The chevron 
is a couple set up. According t o Camden, one of 
the Lords Berkeley whose ancestors came to Eng-
land with the Conqueror and took the name of 
Berkeley from Berkeley Castle in Gloucestershire, 
had for his arms a shield with a chevron. On ac-
count of his taking upon him the Cross in the Holy 
War, he inserted ten crosses patees in his shield, six 
above and four within the chevron, which are the 
Berkeley arms in the east window of Bristol Cathedral, 
of the time of the fourteenth century. 

Nesbit says that he had seen the seal of arms of 
Walter Barclay, Sheriff of Aberdeen (No. 5), and that 
i t was the same as the Berkeley arms, a chevron and 
ten crosses patees. Sir James Balfour, Lyon King at 
Arms in the reign of Charles 1., says t ha t in 127*1 these 
were the arms of the Barclay surname. The number 
of crosses was afterwards reduced to three, two out-
side and one inBide the chevron. But different families 
made various alterations on the cross within the 
chevron. 

According to George Barclay of Auchrody, his brother 
Patrick had only two crosses, those above the chevron. 
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T h e t h i r d , inside, had e i ther been omit ted a l together or 
someth ing else had been subst i tu ted. On hie marr iage 
wi th • ane dochter ot Gartly whilk then was Barc lay ' he 
r e i n s e r t e d t be th i rd cross within t he chevron. And so 
we see i t in his shield on t he boss in tbe roof behind 
t h e door of Towie Castle. A shield on a boss in t h e 
roof of t h e dining hal l has on i t s r igh t t he arms of 
P a t r i c k Barclay, three crosses patees and a chevron, 
and on i t s l e f t those of Mowat of Balquholly, which 
were, on a white shield a black lion rampant with red 
tongue and claws. The t omb in Turriff Churchyard being 
intended both fo r Pa t r ick Barclay (No. 13) and his 
t h i rd wife, Ann Drummond, has a shield bearing both 
t h e Barclay and t h e Drummond arms. These la t ter are 
th ree horizontal wavy bars, said t o represent high waves 
by a play upon t h e word Drummond, making i t to be com-
posed of d rum, high (Celtic), and unda, a wave (Latin). 

According t o Balfour, the a rms of t he Barclay of 
Towie of h is t ime (No. 14) were in heraldic jargon 
blazoned or described t h u s —Azure, a chevron or, 
between two cross patees in chief, and a lozenge voided in 
base a rgen t . Tha t is, t he shield was blue, on i t a yellow 
couple between two crosses with broadened ends in the 
upper par t , and inside the couple a white lozenge with 
a hole in t he centre , which showed the blue ground of 
t h e shield. 

I n t h e shield formerly on the pigeon-house, now. 
built in to t h e castle, t h a t of Patr ick (No. 15), the 
lozenge has disappeared, and t he thi rd cross inside 
t h e chevron has taken i ts place. But evidently 
t h i s Pa t r i ck knew nothing of t he rules of heraldry, 
o r he would not have done anything so incongruous as 
t o p u t h is initials inside t he shield,' much less a 
punning mot to . 

D r Milne having been, on t he motion of Rev. Mr 
Suther land, Turriff, cordially thanked for his admirable 
paper , an ascent was made by a narrow winding stair-
case to t h e bat t lements , from which a beautiful view 
of t he surrounding country was obtained. 

On leaving t h e castle, the par ty were entertained to 
cake and wine a t Towie-Barclay by Mr and Mrs Scott , 
and they then s tar ted for Chapel of Seggat, which was 
reached shor t ly before 4 p.m. Mr Wallace, t he well-
known t enan t of t h a t farm, met the company on their 
arrival, and very kindly pointed out t he ruined frag-
ments of t he wall of t he Chapel of Seggat, t he site of 
t h e ancient burying ground a t tached to it, and the 
"Well of St Mary, regarding t he l a t t e r of which Mr 

Runcieman, Auchmill, then read some interesting 
notes taken f rom a paper on ' Old R o a d s ' contributed 
by him to t he Club in March last . Of the chapel, all 
t h a t remains is a small portion of a very thick wall. 
T h e chapel had been erected prior to the Reformation, 
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in 1560, and continued to be used ae a place of worship 
and prayer t i l l 1619, when t h e Presbytery of Turriff 
ordered the chapel to be demolished and the well to be 
filled up; bu t t he la te Mr Wallace of Seggat was told 
by a woman born about 1700 tha t she remembered the 
chapel when t h e roof was sti l l upon i t , and people went 
to say the i r prayers ia i t . The great thickness of t h e 
wall indicates t ha t t he roof had been an arch of s tone 
and lime. The Field Club recommend to i t s owners, 
the t rustees of Gordon's College, t h e careful preserva-
tion of th i s ancient relic. I t is very substantial , bu t 
in want of pointing u p a t the foundation. The grave-
yard attached to the chapel is now par t of a vegetable 
garden, and contains no monuments . Miss Wallace 
kindly showed the p a r t of t he house t h a t had been an 
inu last century, and some of the cooking utensils still 
preserved. 

The last stage of the excursion was then entered on, 
t he party sett ing ou t to inspect the remains of a 
Druidical Stone Circle on the farm of Mains of Hat ton . 
They were mot a t the fa rm by Mr Chapman, the 
tenant, who accompanied them to t h e site of t he circle, 
and was also good enough to allow them to pass th rough 
his corn to inspect t he stones. 

On again reaching Towie-Barclay, t he excursionists 
were most hospitably entertained to tea by Mr and Mrs 
Scott, who were warmly thanked for their great kind-
ness. The evening trains carried the excursionists to 
their several destinations, a f te r a most enjoyable day 
in the parish of Auchterless. 

Ban
ffs

hir
e 

Fiel
d 

Club


