
T r a n s a c t i o n s 

OF THE 

B A N F F S H I R E FIELD CLUB. 

THE 
STRATHMARTINE 

TRUST 

The support of The Strathmartine Trust toward 
this publication is gratefully acknowledged. 

www.banffshirefieldclub.org.uk 

Ban
ffs

hir
e 

Fiel
d 

Club

http://www.banffshirefieldclub.org.uk


39 

so many Lusitanian species. The occurrence of Oliva 
and Bulla in the Worcestershire gravels shows that the 
Atlantic currents were driving up and influencing 
the Severn Gulf, and the presence of such shells as 
Woodia digitaria in Ireland, Mactra glauca, Cytherea 
chione, in Western England, and amongst others of 
Rissoa striatula, at Lochgilphead, and the Turbot 
Bank, all of them species living either sonth of Britain 
or in the extreme south-west tells us that when they 
lived so far north of their present homes the climate or 
temperature must have been more consonant with their 
habits than it is a t present. I am afraid you will think 
that the " Making of Bri ta in" has taken a long time, 
but very little more remains to be done, the only 
remaining junction with the Continent being the 
barrier of chalk to which I referred as extending 
from England to France, between Beachy Head and 
Shakespeare's Cliff. 

'The marine gravels mentioned before as covering the 
Selsey deposit containing so many southern species 
extending in the east to Brighton is also found in the 
west over Hampshire and in the north of the Isle of 
Wight, evidently these being originally one continuous 
sheet. Now, after these gravels and the later brick 
earth had been laid down, there is strong evidence that 
great physical disturbance took place in this area, for 
the elevation of the chalk forming the backbone of the 

Isle of Wight has not only carried the older Tertiaries 
with it , tilting them up vertically, but also the flint 
shingle beach and subaerial deposits, separating at the 
same time the island from the mainland. This 
fracture or separation was not local, but 
continuous eastwards, and opening^ up the Straits 
of Dover by breaking through the intervening chalk 

Isthmus permitted the junction of the waters, and 
thus completed " The making of Britain." 

'Post Scriptum 1.—To avoid prolixity I have been 
obliged to leave out much of the evidence upon which 
the deductions in the above paper are based. 

' P.S. 2,—Being much interested in the Post Tertiary 
Mollusca, I should feel greatly obliged by the receipt of 
any parcels of fossiliferous Band, gravel, or clay, whether 
early or late glacial or post glacial, including raised 

beaches and estuarine deposits. If any correspondents 
so far favour me it will be a pleasure to me to give the 
names of the species sent, and the geological age of the 
deposits in which they are found. I would suggest the 
desirability of looking for the small species, because 
where Foraminifera are present, so also should the 
smaller Mollusca. 

* ALFRED BELL, 
' 140, Lower Marsh, Lambeth, London.' 

Dr Milne also read the following note on shells con-
tained in the King-Edward shell-bed :— 

The following list of 37 species exhibit a large percent. 
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age of h igh nor the rn fo rms , 15 being no longer res iden t 
in Scott ish waters , t h e remaining shells, such as Tel l ina 
balthica, having t h e no r the rn habi t . The as ter isk * 
indicates those species which are locally ex t inc t :— 

Aporrhais pes-pelecani, Baccinnm unda tum,Denta l ium 
entalis, Dental ium t a ren t inum, F a s u s an t iquus , 
Fusus propinquus, Lacuna divaricata , *Mesalia erosa, 
•Mesalia re t iculata , Nassa inorassata, Nat ica alderi , 
•Natica affinis, Nat ica islandica, Na t ica greenlandica, 
•P leuro toma bicarinata , *Pleurotoma pyramidal is , 
•Pleurotoma scalaris, *Pleuro tòma harpular ia , P leuro-
toma turr icula , P leuro toma trevel l iana, "Scalaria 
greenlandica, *Trophon gunneri , Tnr r i t e l l a t e r eb ra , 
•Astar te borealis, As ta r te compressa, *Cardium green, 
landicum, *Cardium islandicum, Cardium ech ina tum, 
Cyprina islandica, *Leda l imatula , *Leda lacida, Mya 
t runcata , Mytilus edulis, Pholas cr i spata , Saxicava 
rugosa, Tellina balthica, •Tellina calcarea. 

On the motion of Sheriff Scot t Moncrieff , a cordial 
vote of thanks was passed to M r Bell for his able paper , 
and for his generous offer to Bend typical shells for t h e 
Museum, and to assist wi th informat ion those who 
were engaged in like inquiries. 

Cordial votes of thanks were also passed to D r Milne 
and to the Chairman. 
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