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The other excursion was to Auchterless, and embraced 
the Castle of Towie-Barclay, t he Chapel of Seggat, and 
the stone-circle a t Mains of Ha t ton . The tenants of 
the farms on which these interesting objects are s i tuated 
gave the excursionists a hear ty welcome and all the as-
sistance in their power ; and Mr Scott 's kind hospitality 
on the occasion deserves special mention. This excur-
sion was also the means of calling fo r th a paper f rom 
Dr Milne on the Castle of Towie-Barclay and the 
distinguished family with which i t is associated. This 
paper is not the least of the many valuable services t ha t 
Dr Milne has rendered to the Club, and forms a very 
important contribution to the printed transactions. The 
council arranged to have a thi rd excursion to the Rath-
ven district, but t he weather, since the beginning of 
September, has been so unpropitions t ha t i t was con-
sidered expedient to let this excursion stand over till 
next year. 

' Three members have died during the year, and three 
have left the locality. Among the la t ter is Sheriff Scott 

Moncrieff, who was the first president of the Club, and 
has all along taken an active interest in i ts affairs. Five 
new members have joined the Club, so t ha t t he balance 
seems somewhat against as. 

' The Northern Scientific Societies have been moving 
in the direction of union. A regular constitution is 
being prepared, setting for th t i t le, t he government, the 
mode of working, and the objects of t he proposed union, 
which is to be known by some such name as The North-
ern Inst i tute for the promotion of Science. One of i t s 
aims will be to prepare lists of t he Fauna and Flora of 
the district embraced by the Ins t i tu te . This is an 
ambitions but a very desirable aim. I t s success will 
mainly depend on the zeal and industry of the various 
local societies in working out these subjects in their own 
districts | and it is to be hoped tha t the members of this 
Clnub will do all in their power to make the par t of the 
records relating to this par t of the country as full and 
accurate as possible.' 

The PRESIDENT said—From the Secretary's report 
which you have heard, you will allow tha t t he work of 
the Club for the past year is satisfactory. Only two 
excursions were made, but they were interesting to 
those who were able to join them ; and the second, tha t 
to Towie-Barclay. has been of great interest to all t he 
members through the exhaustive paper read by Dr 
Milne, and published in our Transactions. The Club 
owe a debt of grati tude to Dr Milne for his valuable 
paper, and I think it will be your pleasure t ha t a special 
vote of thanks be accorded him for it. I therefore 
move accordingly. (Applause.) The various papers 
read at our monthly meetings were all of high 
character, some more interesting to one section of 
the members than another, but all characterised by 
ability and research, showing tha t our Club retains 
its vigour, and is calculated to create and spread an 
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interest in the subjects for which i t exists—the pre-
servation of traces of local history and antiquities, 
natural history, geology, and kindred subjects. 

A HISTORY OF ST ANDREW'S CHURCH, BANFF. 
The P r e s i d e n t then read an interesting paper on 

this subject as follows:— 
In the course of the 17th century there were various 

changes of government both in Church and State. I t 
does not fall under my design at this time to deal with 
those in the earlier part of the century. I purpose to 
give you some account of Episcopacy in our town since 
the Revolution in 1688, therefore we need go no fur ther 
back. On the abdication of King James, and the 
revolution in the State, there was also a revolution in 
the government of the church, which, from the restora-
tion of Charles I I . , was Episcopal. On the accession of 
William, who was himself a Dutch Presbyterian, Pres-
byterianism took the place of Episcopacy, and became 
the established form of church government. On the 
present occasion I do not hold a brief for the one 
form or the other. My purpose is to give you a few 
particulars connected with St Andrew's Church from 
its foundation up to a comparatively recent period. To 
lead up to this, I am induced to mention that though 
from the Restoration to the Revolution the church was 
under Episcopal government, yet in many respects tha t 
government was closely akin to Presbyterianism. In 
1670, while matters were in this state, the Rev. Patrick 
Innes was translated from Deskford to Banff. In 1681 
he forfeited his benefice by refusing to take the test 
oath, which was objected to generally by all parties. At 
a later period his objections were removed, he took the 
oath, was restored, and held the living till his death in 
1699. His great grandson, now an elderly gentleman, is 
the Rev. Brodie Innes, an Episcopal clergyman, laird of 
Milton-Brodie, in Morayshire. 

Mr Innes was succeeded by Rev. Wm. Hunter , from 
Tyrie, described as ' a man of great energy, and strongly 
attached to his views.' He was evidently a strong anti-
Romanist, at the same time a Jacobite, and more than 
half an Episcopalian. In 1712 he was suspended for 
refusing to take the oath of Abjuration. His 
suspension was removed, and he resumed his 
duties for a time, but only to be deposed, 
April 4th, 1716, for witnessing the proclamation of 
the Chevalier St George in his own parish. His excuse 
for being present was that 4 he was dragged by force 
thereto. ' A month before his deposition he pleaded in 
connection with the accusations against him that he re-
proved his son (who must have been at least a licentiate 
of the Church) for mentioning King James in one of the 
dyats of worship. The son's defence was tha t he did i t 
being informed tha t t he Episcopal clergy did i t a t 
Aberdeen. The father 's 'answers as to whether he 
prayed for the Pretender were not explicit.' The Pres-
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