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The entrance passage was formed on the east side by 
a face of rock in s i tu ; on the west sido by long stones 
placed on thei r ends side by side. The roof was formed 
of long stones laid across, and the floor was covered 
with a th in coating of clay. A quern stone was found 
a t the outer eud of the passage, and some small pieces 
of burn t wood were thrown out with the rubbish. 

E a r t h houses seem to have been entered in the 
following manner :—At the end of the passage, remote 
f rom the house, the re was an opening to the surface. 

By this opening a descent was mado into the passage, 
and by i t a person walking in a stooping posture could 
reach the house. 

The description of earth—eird or erd—houses given 
in the Aberd. Statist . Acc. corresponds with tha t given 
by Tacitus of the buildings of the ancient Germans, and 
is as follows—1 These are below ground, and some ot 
them said to extend a great way. The sides of these 
subterranean mansions aro faced up with dry stones to 
the height of about five f e e t ; they are between three 
and four feet wide, and covered above with large stones 
laid across. They may have been either receptacles for 
plunder or places of shelter from tho inclemency of tho 
weather before houses wero built, or of concealment 
f rom an enemy.' 

While the more elaborate Picts" house or brugh, with 
i ts raised mound and subterranean apartments, may 
have been used as a work of defence as well as a place 
of abode, there can be li t t le doubt tha t the simple form 
of earth house, si tuated on a slight natural elevation, 
and almost invariably containing a quern stone, must 
have served ei ther as a human habitation or as a store-
house for provisions. 

D I S c O V E r Y OF ANCIENT GRAVE I N FYVIE. 

Rev. Alexander Bremner, Fyvie, also reported on the 
recent discovery of an ancient grave. He wrote— 

The removal of road metal from a sloping bank on the 
farm of Kirkton, near the road loading from the Parish 
Church to the hamlet of Woodhead, exposed the end of 
a full length anciont grave. Tho sides and ends were 
built of dry stones, and tho top was covcred over with 
long stones laid across. In the grave itself nothing was 
found save some minute fragments of bone. On tho 
lower side of tho westmost cover there was an ordinary 
cup mark, and near it, in tho building of the end of the 
grave, was found a stone having a cup mark of peculiar 
construction. In the middle of the plain surface of an 
irregularly shaped stone about one foot squaro, the 
outer edge of the cup was hollowed out in the usual 
manner. The centre part , however, had not been 
removed, but was rounded off, presenting the appear-
ance of a segment of a sphere lying in the bottom of the 

cup, and rising up till i t was nearly in a level with the 
plain surface of the stone. 

Ban
ffs

hir
e 

Fiel
d 

Club



38 

Close to the south-east corner of t he grave, bu t form-
ing no par t of it , was found a circular hole bui l t wi th 
dry stones, and somewhat resembling an old l ime kiln, 
having a depth and width of about t h r ee and one-half 
feet . As th is hole was completely filled with fine black 
mould, i t may perhaps be inferred t h a t i t was originally 
covered with long stones, which may have been removed 
in consequence of thei r interfer ing with t h e cult ivation 
of the field. In the bottom of th is hole were found 
some tee th very much decayed, bu t apparently those of 
some small ruminant . There were also some black 
lumps of hardened ear th , which seemed t o havo beer 
formed by the binding action of black oxide of iron 
arising in all probability f rom the decay of some iron 
implement. 

According to Sir John Lubbock, in te rments in which 
the corpse is in a si t t ing or contracted pos ture belong 
to tho Stone Age; those in which i t has been bu rn t and 
only the ashes interred to the Bronze Age ; and those in 
which the corpse lies extended presumably to the Ago 
of I ron . 

I t would be of great advantage if the workmen t h a t 
are likely to find archaeological s t ruc tures had a know-
ledge of what th ings are likely to be found in them. 

They should know t h a t no pot of gold or coins, such as 
was lately dug up a t Aberdeen, is ever found in these 
ancient buildings, but t h a t bones of men or animals, 
trail clay urns, and implements of stone, bronze, or i ron, 
are likely to be met with, and t ha t these, if carefully 
preserved and kept unbroken, are eagerly sought a f t e r 
for museums and by archaeologists. The s t ruc tures 

themselves should not be destroyed, bu t carefully 
cleared out and lef t for t he inspection of all t h a t are 
interested in such mat ters . 
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