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T H U R S D A Y , J A N U A R Y 26, 1888. 

M E E T I N G AT B A N F F . 

A MEETING OF th is Club was held in the Academy 
Buildings, Banff, on Thursday evening—Mr Ramsay in 
t h e chair . -

After prel iminary business, and the election and 
nomination of members, 

The Rev. CHISHOLM, Banff, read the following 
paper by Mr J ames Spenoe, Peterhead, on 

MACBETH. 
I t has been said t h a t t he boy is the father of the man 

and similarly i t may be said, if i t has not already been 
said, t ha t t he past is t he fa ther of the present. To 
unders tand the present we mus t frequently tu rn our 
vision backwards to the past , and endeavour to form a 
clear notion of its conditions in general, of the motives 
actuat ing i ts leading spiri ts , and of the direction and 
outcome of thei r action. All ages of human history 
demand our at tent ion in this manner, for every age in 
the past has i ts bearing upon the present, and we can 
no more separate the year 1888 from the year 1000 than 
we can separate to-day f rom yesterday. The chain of 
history, emerging from the mists of antiquity, is un-
brpken, and every past link of it must be, as far as prac-
ticable, tes ted and known, if wo are to form anything 
like an accurate est imate of the nature of the links time 
are passing through our hands a t t he present time. Not 
t h a t all par ts of t he chain have an equally strong influ-

ence on the p resen t ; some have a less, s o m e a greater 
influence, and to the lat ter belongs by common consent 
t ha t period of Scottish history to which I wish to turn 
your at tent ion for a short t ime ; for i ts effect on the 
existing social condition of our country, and its rela-
tion to our l i terature, are evident to all who have any 
knowledge of either the one or the other. 

This period has, consequently, attracted to itself the 
notice both of tho s tudent of musty documents and old 
traditions and of the regular historian: but the labours of 
the lat ter , taking Burton as the type, leave many points 
in a state 'of obscurity, which, by the help of the former, 
may be brought into a clearer light. , . , . . 

This period, too, is not unconnected with the distr ict 
of the Banffshire Field Club, for, though it may not be 
affirmed with certainty tha t any one of the events of 
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10 
the t ime actually took place within the immediate l imits 
of t he Club, yet some of the most impor tant of t hem 
certainly happened within the range of our vision, if we 
suppose ourselves stationed on one or other of t h e 

higher hills of t he distr ict which as a Club we have 
visited, such as the Knock: Hill and the Hil l of Noth . 
I t rus t you will, therefore, not regard me as overstep-
ping the limits of t he objects of the Club, when I intro-
duce to your notice for the evening the historical Mac-
beth. I do this with the greater confidence, becausc 
you will all readily admit tha t , if we can fix an event of 
importance to a particular spot, we a t once give t ha t 
spot an additional interest , even should t h e event be of 
a purely fictitious character—witness the numerous 
localities in all par ts of t he country which have become 
identified with the names and actions of the heroes of 
the poet and novelist. Our mountains, glens, rivers, 
and lakes display, for the most par t , na tura l features 
worthy of admirat ion; but an interest higher than t ha t 
arising from mere picturesqueness or grandeur of out-
line and colour attaches itself to many a locality f rom 
its being associated with a uame we delight to honour, 
or with some ovent which has fixed the imagination of 
the nation with pride or with sorrow on the spot. 
Such localities in a provincial sense are abundant enough 
in our district . But if we can fix upon even one spot 
within onr range as being of not merely provincial, but 
of national interest—if we can s a y , ' Here " the gracious 
Duncan " fought and fled, here be died, or here, in his 
turn , his queller met his fate"—not only we of the 
North, whose ancestors were chiefly concerned in those 
events, but also all our countrymen, and, wider still, 
all who know the name of Shakspeare, must look 
upon such a spot with peculiar interest arising from its 
having been the real scene of an event of world-wide 
fame. 

Before entering on the narrative, i t will be necessary 
to present a brief sketch of the political condition of 
Scotland at the t ime immediately preceding the opening 
of the drama. About two hundred years previously, a 
union had been effected between the Scots and the 
Picts, the former occupying, roughly speaking, Argyle-
shire and the adjacent islands, while the lat ter , who 

were the more ancient inhabitants, occupied all tho 
country north of the Forth . This united kingdom was 
known for long by the name of Alban, but it gradually 
attracted to itself the name of Scotia or Scotland—a 
name originally appropriate to Ireland. And by this 
name the country was widely known in Europe by the 
beginning of the 11th century. I shall therefore speak 
of Scotland, meaning thereby the district lying nor th of 
the For th and Clyde. The king of Scotland of this 
early time ruled as his particular patrimony and inner 
kingdom, as i t were, the t ract lying south of the 
Grampians, and extending from Ardnamurchan on the 
west to Fifeness on tho east, stretching only a shadowy 
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sceptre over the more remote regions of the north, his 
claim of superiority being sometimes submitted to, and 
sometimes as strongly resisted. At the time we 
are more immediately concerned with, this north-
ern territory was divided mainly into two great 
principalities, that of Moray stretching from the 
centre of the modern county of Aberdeen (1) 
to the western sea, with which aertain modern ecclesi-
astical divisions still nearly coincide; and that of Caith-
ness including Sutherland in the far north. The prince 
of the former enjoyed the Celtic title of Maormor, held 
to be equivalent to High Steward; while the prince of 
the latter was known as Jarl of Orkney—a title which 
he held as chief of the Orkney Islands, which were at 
that time, and for centuries later, a possession of the 
Scandinavian kings of Norway and Denmark. This 
prince was therefore in the position of serving two 
masters—serving them when he could not help himself, 
and defying either or both of them under favourable 
circumstances—paying or refusing to pay the stipulated 
tribute just as suited himself. The Maormor of Moray 
or of Moray and Ross, like the northern earl, was little 
more than a nominal subject, and not unfrequently 
stood out for his independence, and that even at a date 
subsequent to the events now to be treated of. In 
another respect also there was a similarity of position 
between the two chiefs, they were both very closely 
allied to the royal family, and each of them might have 
laid claim to the throne had occasion arisen to favour 
his interests, without doing much that would have 
been regarded as a violation of the usual order of suc-
cession, for that order had hitherto been of a very 
irregular character, and an occasion for one of them did 
arise, and ' thereby hangs our tale.' 

The narrative opens with Duncan on the throne and 
Duncan's cousin Thorfinn Sigurdson as Jarl of Orkney, 
Caithness, and Sutherland. These two Princes were 
grandsons of Malcolm II., Duncan's immediate pre-
decessor, but Thorfinn very soon took up the position 
of having received the principality of Caithness as an 
absolute and unconditional gift from his grandfather, 
and consequently refused to pay tribute to Duncan. 
This, of course, led to war between the cousins. Before 
the death of Malcolm, the Maormor of Moray was 
Gilcomgain, who had married the Lady Gruach, the 
granddaughter of Kenneth III., Malcolm's predecessor. 
Now, it is said that Malcolm, in order to secure the 
succession of his own grandson, not only removed by 
murder the Lady Gruach's brother, but also endeavoured 
to ruin the House of Moray completely, and in this he 
so far succeeded that in 1032 Gilcomgain was burnt in 
his rath with fifty of his followers, leaving Gruach and 
her infant son Lulach, the sole representatives of 
Kenneth III . Shortly after this Gruach married Malbeda 
MacFinlay, commonly called Macbeth, cousin and suc-
cessor of Gilcomgain in the Maormorship, and thus 
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Macbeth,_ dur ing the minori ty of his s tepson, was in a 
posi t ion in r i gh t of h i s wife to aspire t o t h e t h r o n e 
i tself . B u t on t h e accession of Duncan, who owed a 
g rea t deal in th i s m a t t e r t o t h e influence of h i s 
f a t h e r Crinan, Abbot of Dunkeld , Macbeth al lowed t h e 
claim of his wife t o fal l in to abeyance fo r a t ime , 
awaiting a favourable oppor tun i ty for i t s asse r t ion , 
which in these days of unse t t l ed r igh t s and regardless-
ness of human life was by no means likely t o be f a r 
d is tant . So long as Duncan could show t h e s t rong 
hand all was well w i th h im, b u t Duncan migh t well have 
been surnamed t h e Unlucky , fo r du r ing h i s s h o r t reign 
of six years his career was a downward one. W e have 
t h u s th ree chief ac tors in t h e opening scenes of t h i s 
his tor ical t ragedy, Duncan of Scot land, Macbeth of 
Moray, and Thorfinn of Cai thness . 

Following o u t t h e policy of his g randfa the r , shor t ly 
a f t e r coming to t h e th rone , Duncan en tered in to a war 
wi th England fo r t h e purpose of adding t o h i s kingdom 
t h a t p a r t of N o r t h u m b r i a which lay sou th of t h e F i r t h 
of F o r t h and of which Edwinsburgh , now Ed inburgh , 
was t h e chief town. I n t h i s he was unsuccessful , suffer-
ing a severe defeat and heavy loss a t D u r h a m . Bu t t h i s 
was no t enough. About t h e same t ime he under took 
another war in t h e n o r t h in consequence of t h e a t t i t ude 
taken up by his cousin of Caithness, which has j u s t been 
mentioned (2). H e despatched in to Suther land a body 
of t roops under t h e command of Moddan, a re la t ive of 
his own, whom he empowered t o displace Thorfinn and 
take possession of t h e principali ty for himself . B u t 
Thorfinn was a Norseman inured t o war both by land 
and sea, in fact one of t h e mos t powerfu l sea-kings of 
his t ime, having a. footing n o t only in Orkney and t h e 
N o r t h of Scotland aronnd J o h n o ' Groa t ' s , b u t also in 
the extreme south a round Maidenkirk, fo r he had 
possession of a great pa r t of Galloway. H e was t h u s in 
a position to give a good account of any expedition t h a t 
might be sent against h im by t h e King, especially while 
occupied with his Engl ish war. The resul t was, 
Moddan waB defeated, and, re t rea t ing southward , was 
pursued by Thorfinn th rough Ross, which he ravaged in 
retal iat ion for Moddan ' s p lunder ing in Suther land. 
Under these circumstances Moddan appealed to t h e 
King for aid, and he, crippled as he had been by 
his a t t emp t upon Nor thumbr ia , set sail f rom Berwick-
on-Tweed with a fleet of eleven ships for t h e Pen t l and 
F i r t h , in order t o cu t off Thorf inn 's communicat ions 
with t h e Orkneys, while Moddan was again directed to 
advance nor thward by land. But in vain, t h e unlucky 
Duncan was met a t sea about Durness by his enemy 
and driven off with considerable loss. H e was com. 
pelled to seek for safety on the southern shore of our 

Firth. Two points on t h e sou th coast of t h e Moray 
F i r t h have eaoh been named as t h e probable spo t 
to which Duncan re t rea ted . They are Burghead and 
Trouphead (3). I have no hesi tat ion in prefer r ing the 
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claims of t h e la t te r , but as my reasons for doing so, if 
given here, would in te r rupt the narrat ive and possibly 

be tedious, I have thrown them into a note. 
Trouphead and Gamrie More and the intervening bay, 

a s you well know, have their full share in traditions re-
lating to t h e doings of the Scandinavian Vikings or Danes 
as they are more popularly called. Ton all know the 
' A u l d Kirk" and t h e ' Bloody Pits," and you may see 
one a t least of t he skulls that • grinned a grin of despair 
as a mural decoration of the ancient sanctuary in the 
museum next door. There may have been other and 
earlier landings of Danes on the shores of this pictur-
esque bay than tha t of Thorfinn, who followed close on 
t h e wake of Duncan, hut these other do not bar the 
possibility and probability of a lauding having been 
effected by the Norsemen in 1040. Let us then imagine 
Duncan posted as advantageously as possible on some 
one of the heights overhanging the bay awaiting re-
inforcements from Buchan. and at the same time 
anxiously looking northward for the approach of the 
enemy from whom he had just made his escape. That 
enemy lost no t ime in following up his advantage after 
having collected an additional force, and, landing in the 
same neighbourhood, inflicted another severe defeat on 
Duncan, who fled again for his nearest place of refuge, 
not to his dominions south of the Grampians but to 
those of his vassal west of the Spey, d o u b t l e s s relying 
upon the fidelity of MacBeth. The result of this second 
victory of Thorflnn over the king and the retreat of the 
la t ter to the west was t ha t all Buchan. and indeed all 
southern Scotland, lay at the mercy of the invader, who 
a t once s tar ted on his path of plunder, devastation, and 
bloodshed, a f te r the manner of his countrymen and 
halted not unti l he reached the shores of Fife, where 
embarking his spoils on board the fleet tha t had 
followed him along the coast, he returned unmolested 
to his island home. Thorfinn now disappears from our 
story, bnt it may be noted that in after years he appears 
to have been on good terms with MacBeth. 

Returning again to Duncan, we find him in the 
neighbourhood of Elgin, and all that can be said with 
anything like certainty regarding him there, is that he 
was slain at Pitgavenny (i) . How his fate was brought 
about will in all probability never be known. Whether 
he was slain by the hand of Macbeth himself, as some 
writers allege, or whether, according to others, he 
perished in a sudden unpremeditated tumult we cannot 
tell. Here, however, he died Still a young man, and 
Macbeth took possession òf the vacant throne, seemingly 
without any serious question or opposition at the 
immediate commencement of his reign. 

I shall now briefly sketch the character of Macbeth 
and of his government, which lasted for nearly eighteen 
years, as drawn from the most reliable sources. Un-
fortunately these are of a very meagre description. 
Macbeth should properly be regarded as King Consort, 
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reigning conjointly with his queen, very much in the 
same manner as did William and Mary many centuries 
later. This is borne out by the fact tha t in an 
official document of the time they are described 
as ' Rex et Regina Scotorum.' This document, it 
has also been noted, is the earliest authentic 
instance of the use of the form 1 King of Scots.' Burton, 
in treating of the character of Macbeth, remarks that a 
certain Scottish historian of last century (5) seemed 
inclined to appropriate to Macbeth the character drawn 
of Duncan by the master-hand in the well-known 
passage—' This Duncan hath borne his faculties so meek, 
hath been so clear in his great office, that his virtues 
will plead, trumpet-tongued, against the deep damna-
tion of his taking off." This extraordinary change in 
our appreciation of the character of Macbeth, which 
has been accepted by all late writers, has been brought 
about by a better acquaintance with early historical 
writers, by a sifting of fact from 'fable, and by the 
general rejection of Hector Boece's work in so far as it 
covers the very early history of Scotland, thus cutting 
away the foundation of Hollinshed's account, which is 
undoubtedly the source of Shakspeare's "Macbeth." 
The historical Macbeth was, it would appear, a man of 
energy, of excellent judgment, and of beneficent inten. 
tion towards his people. He was successful as a ruler 
During the greater part of his reign the country enjoyed 
peace and prosperity. Wynton writes :— 

All his tyme was great plenty. 
Abounding both on land and sea; 
He was in justice right lawful, 
And til his lieges all, awful. 

He studied justice, he encouraged learning and religion 
by gifts to religious houses at home, and by sending, if 
he did not actually carry in person, money to Rome, for, 
we may suppose, the benefit of such of his subjects as 
visited that city or had a permanent residence in it. 

Under the circumstances of Maobeth's elevation to 
the throne, it was impossible in those days that he 
should have been allowed to occupy it undisturbed for 
any length of time. I t was a time when Rob Roy's 
maxim—' He should take who has the power, and he 
should keep who can,' had its fullest force in directing 
the affairs both of the individual and the nation. And 
at least two attempts were made to unseat Macbeth, 
before the final one under which, after a brave struggle 
he at length succumbed. Duncan was slain in 1040, and 
in 1045 Crinan, Abbot of Dunkeld and father of Duncan 
as has been already mentioned, stirred up a rebellion in 
favour of his grandsons, Malcolm and Donald Bane. 

But Crinan was slain, the rebellion was put down and 
the country enjoyed the blessings of peace for nine 
years. Again in 1054 Malcolm, having obtained a large 

force from England, commanded by his uncle Siward, 
Earl of Northumbria, invaded Scotland, and a furious 

battle between the opposing armies is said to have taken 
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place. Macbeth's loss is stated at about 3000 men, 
while Malcolm is said to have lost only about half that 
number. His cousin Osbert, son of Siward, however, 
fell in the battle, and the result appears to have been 
that Malcolm held possession of the Scottish territory 
lying1 south of the Forth, over which he was proclaimed 
king—Macbeth continuing to hold his own north of that 
estuary for some years longer. In the meantime, 
Siward having returned to his own earldom, died there, 
and consequently had no share in the final struggle, 
although represented by Shakespeare as having had a 
main hand in bringing that struggle to a favourable con. 
clusion for Malcolm. 
That prince, still supported by the English power and 

his Northumbrian connections, made his last and suc-
cessful attempt against his rival in 1057. Macbeth, 
finding it necessary to retreat before him, made for the 
north, where ho hoped, in his fatherland, to gather 
around him a force sufficient to stem the tide of mis-
fortune. But Malcolm's movements were too quick for 
him. Having crossed the Mounth and the Dee, he was 
overtaken at Lumphanan by the army of his enemy, as 
Wynton chronicles it:— 

• Owre the Mounth they chased him than 
Til the Wood of Lumfanan.' 

Here a desperate battle ensued with the result that 
' Macbeth slew they than 

Into the Wood of Lumfanan; 
And his head they strak off thare. 
And that with them frae thence they bare 
Til Kyncardyne, where the kyng 
Tyll their gayne-come made byding.' 

Wynton makes Macduff, thane of Fife, the slayer of 
Macbeth, but one of our best modern authorities holds 
that much-wronged gentleman to be a pure myth. In 
the parish of Lumphanan there are two spots associated 
traditionally with the fate of Macbeth—viz., Macbeth's 
stone, supposed to mark the spot where he fell, and 
Macbeth's cairn, supposed to cover his ashes. In the 
neighbourhood of these may be seen many smaller 
cairns, where implements of ancient warfare have been 
found. Macbeth was dead, but the struggle did not end 
with him. Lulach, his step-son, still represented the 
House of Moray, and held out for four months longer 
against the invader. But step by step he was compelled 

to yield, and was at last defeated and slain at Essie, in 
Strathbogie, lying at the southern base of Noth, from 
the top of which some of us, as members of this Club, 
have looked down on the field of death, and have 
speculated on the meaning and significance of Mil 
Dewne, the grave of a thousand. 

Lulach's son, Malsnectan, styled by the Irish an-
nalists, king of Moray, kept his ground for thirty years 
to the west of the Spey, notwithstanding the fate of the 
leaders of his house, and it is dounbtful whether Malcolm 
ever exercised more than a nominal authority beyond 
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that river. I t is certain that the war went on for many 
years with, it may have been, occasional periods of 
trace, for it is recorded that in 1077 Malcolm • won the 
mother of Malsnectan, all his best men, his treasures, 
and his cattle/ and before the death of the latter, which 
occnrred in 1088, Malcolm had so far consolidated his 
power in the north-east that he was in a position to 
found or to enlarge the church of Mortlach, and 
established a bishop there. Beyond the Spey for more 
than 150 years after the accession of Malcolm there 
were freqnent risings in favour of the descendants of 
Lulach—almost on every occasion of the accession of a 
prince of the house of Malcolm, and notably against 
Alexander I., David I., and Alexander II. Alexander I . 
obtained the soubriquet of The Fierce, on account of the 
ruthlessness he exercised towards the men of Moray, 
and David I placed the whole province under forfeiture, 
and divided it among the Norman knights and barons 
whom it was his delight and policy to settle as far as 
possible among his half-civilized native subjects. 

From what has now been recounted, it will be under-
stood that the political consequences of the marriage of 
Gilcomgain, Maormor of Moray, with the granddaughter 
of Kenneth III.,were felt throughout Scotland for nearly 
two centuries. But the political and social results of 
the revolution, by which the son of Duncan was placed 
upon the throne, are still strongly felt among us. I t 
would be a curious, but useless, speculation to dwell 
upon what our country might now have been had 
MacBeth succeeded in handing down the royal dignity to 
Lulach and his descendants. We cannot tell what the 
conditions might have been, but we can toll with 
certainty many things that are the outcome of his 
failure. In consequence of the long residence of 
Malcolm in England, he returned more of an English-
man than of a Scotchman to his native country. He 
favoured, and more particularly after his marriage with 
the English princess Margaret, all English manners and 
customs. He settled his relatives and supporters from 
Northumbria in the country, giving up to them the 
lands that had been held by the adherents of MacBeth. 
In this way there was a large influx of Saxon blood into 
Scotland, and the Celt began to recede before it. But 
the climax came under his son David I., whose admira-
tion for the Norman, the Norman Church, and the 
Norman feudal system, induced him to do everything in 
his power to establish the Norman element in all parts 
of the country, and unquestionably we reap the dis-
advantages or the benefits of his policy at the present 
day. We have only to think of the names that are 
found abundantly among us even here in the far north 
to be deeply impressed with the extent and influence of 
the Scottish Norman conquest. To that peaceful 
invasion we owe the Cummings, the Bruces, tho 
Stewarts, the Gordons, the Grants, the Frasers, tho 
Ramsays, the Chisholms, the Barclays, and a host of 
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others not quite so well known in the history of the 
country, and strange to say some of these names are 
now regarded as purely Celtic, and the holders of them 
claim to be chiefs of Highland Clans. 

Notes. 
(1.) Dunnideer was of old in Moray—' Donnydoure 

also in Mur i th region'—Hardyng. 
(2.) In assuming tha t Duncan is the ' Ear l Hundason ' 

of the Orkney inga Saga, I follow Skene and some others 
of our best recent writers on early Scottish history. 
The name Karl Hundason, tha t is the Churl, the son of 
the Hound, is thus explained. Duncan's father was the 
warlike lay abbot of Dunkeld, who in the war with 
Sigurd the Stout, in the previous reign, was known to 
the Norse as Hundi Jar l , the Hound Earl . According 
t o the Saga, Duncan sent a force north by land to occupy 
Caithness, while he himself proceeded with a fleet to 
the Pentland Fi r th , but Thorfinn falling suddenly on the 
king's fleet completely defeated it, and Duncan with 
difficulty escaped to the south of Breida Fiord (Moray 
Fi r th) , where he immediately set about raising an army. 
Thorfinn, having largely increased his forces,also crossed 
the F i r th and landed at Turfness, where a great battle 
was fought, and Duncan again defeated. Duncan trust-
ing to receive support from the Maormor of Moray re-
treated to Elgin. Upon his death, Macbeth and Thor-

finn divided the country between them, the former re-
ceiving the crown of Scotia, while the latter ruled with 
absolute authority over Orkney, Caithness, and Suther-
land. 

(3.) Mr Skene is inclined to think that Burghead is 
Tnrfness, but, in ' Innes's Origines Parochiales,' Tart-
ness is said to be Troupness, now Trouphead, and this 
opinion may be supported by the following considera-
tions. On the supposition t ha t Burghead is Turfness, 
this must have been the course of 'events . Duncan, 
defeated in the Pentland Fir th, retires upon Burghead. 
Thorfinn follows, and Duncan is defeated in the neigh-
bourhood of Burghead. The victor leaves the king 
behind him at or near Elgin, and marches past him 
southward on his marauding expedition. Now this 
does not seem a probable course for Thorfinn to have 
pursued. I t must be understood that at this conjuncture 
Macbeth had not declared against Duncan, and Macbeth 
had hi ther to been opposed to the pretensions of Thor-
finn. Was i t likely then that ignoring whatever force 
the king might still have left to him, as well as the 
power of Macbeth in the heart of his own country, he 
should have left those two enemies in his rear and in 
the immediate neighbourhood of the field on which ho 
had jus t been victorious ? Would i t not rather have 
been his course to dispose more effectually of these foes 
—to d e a r the country of them before he ventured to 
leave the district ? Of course i t might have been that. 
Duncan fled at first to a greater distance from the scene 
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of h i s defea t , and r e t u r n e d t o Elgin a f t e r t h e d e p a r t u r e 
of Thorf inn . H e m i g h t have done so, b u t t h e r e is no 
l ikelihood of t h a t judg ing f r o m t h e known c i r cums tances 
of t h e case. Again, t h e r e is no special r eason fo r assum-
ing Burghead t o have been Tur fness , excep t t h a t i t was 
a p rominen t poin t on t h e s o u t h coast of t h e F i r t h , and 
well-known bo th t o Norseman and Sco t sman . Indeed 
i t is asser ted to have been a t t h e very t i m e 
we speak of in t h e hands of t h e Norse—one 
of the Danish s t rongholds of t h e per iod . If t h i s 
was so, i t m igh t have accounted fo r Thor f inn ' s consider-
ing it a desirable landing place, b u t i t could have had 
no a t t r ac t ion for D u n c a n . H e cer ta in ly would have 
s teered clear of i t . T h e r e a r e g rea t difficulties in 
accept ing Burghead as Tur fness , b u t if we come t o T r o u p 
H e a d difficulties vanish a t once. Eve ry c i rcumstance 
falls na tura l ly i n to place. Duncan , a f t e r h i s de fea t in 
t h e no r th , makes fo r t h e neares t po in t on t h e sou th , 
T roup Head , is by and by followed by Thorf inn and 
defeated again, and then makes for t h e f r iendly province 
of Moray, leaving t h e count ry eas t of Spey clear fo r t h e 
operat ions of Thorfinn. Duncan mee t s with his vassal 
o r some of his vassal 's followers a t P i tgavenny and is 
s lain. These are t h e main fac ts of t h e na r ra t ive as 
sketched above, and they are cer tainly all in keeping. 
But in addi t ion to these considerat ions, t h e r e are o t h e r s 
in favour of Troup Head. Tradi t ion has already been 
re fe r red to , and those t rad i t ions po in t s back t o t h e first 
half of t h e 11th cen tury , j u s t as our h i s to ry does . I t 
has been said t h a t a t t h e old Church of Gamrie t he r e is 
a s tone bearing date 1004. I have never seen i t , and I 
do no t know who has . Bu t g ran t ing t h a t t h e c h u r c h 
was bui l t then in commemorat ion of a fight wi th t h o 
Danes, t h a t is no reason why the re may n o t have been 
ano the r and a more impor tan t s t ruggle on t h e same 
ground thi r ty-s ix years l a te r . Again, observe t h e two 
forms, Turf and Troup. The l i teral e lements a re 
identical, f is t h e aspira te p, and they are cons tan t ly 
found interchanging—German, schaf, Engl ish, sheep • 
German, schiff, Engl ish, ship, while t h e t r anspor t a t ion 
of r is equally common, as in Engl ish , turf, burnt-
Scotch, truf, brunt. 

(4.) Duncan was killed at ' Bothgowanan, near Elgin ' 
Skene says t h a t Pit is ano ther form of Both, a dwell ing 
or is a t least synonymous with i t . The form of the' 
word in the Book of Dear is Pette. Bothgowanan t h e 
Smi th ' s House, is now Pi tgavenny, Badfodul l is ' nea r 
Aberdeen, is now Pitfodles . W e have also Botar ie or 
Pi tar ie , and many o the r examples migh t be given 
Also our Gavenny Brae is found in old documents in t h e 

form Gownee. 
(5.) Pinker ton. 
A shor t discussion followed. The rea f t e r , on t h e 

motion of Mr J a m e s Forbes , solicitor, a very cordial 
vote of thanks was passed to Mr Spence for his admir. 
able paper. 
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