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T H U R S D A Y , F E B R U A R Y 23 , 1 8 8 8 . 

MEETING AT BANFF. 

THE monthly meeting of this Club was held in the 
Academy Buildings, Banff, on Thursday—the Rev. W. 
S. Bruce in the Chair. ,, 

After the admission and nomination of members, tne 
Secretary read a letter from the International Geo-
logical Congress, which meets this year in London, 
soliciting the aid of the Club in promoting the success 
of the meeting, and was directed to bring the matter 
undor the notice of such members of the Club as tako a 
more special interest in geological science. A com-
munication was also read from the Secretary of the 
Northern Associations of Literary and Scientific So-
cieties, asking the names and addresses of two delegates 
to represent the Club on the managing committee, when 
i t was resolved tha t the President and Secretary should 
act as delegates till tho next annual election. 

The Rev. GEORGE SUTHERLAND, Portsoy, read a very 
able and interesting paper on 

THANAGES AND T R I B E LANDS. 

In speaking of Thanes there are two quotations that 
naturally rise to the l i p s : - ' H a i l Macbeth, Thane of 
Glammis, hail Macbeth. Thane of Cawdor," and ' The 

travelled Thane Athenian Aberdeen.' Both are poetical 
in another sense than tha t of boing quotations from 

poets—they are ornamental embellishments, not actual 
facts Macbeth lived before the age of Thanes, and first 
hears that title in the pages of Boece, though both 

Glammis and Cawdor bad become Thanages in the time 
that intervened between the king and the historian. 

, Athenian Aberdeen ' lived long after the Thanes had 
disappeared; and though he held what had once been 
Thanage lands, his rank was that of Earl, an office 
which was specially contrasted with, or a t least distinct 
and in another class from, tha t of Thane, when they 
stood side by side in Scotland. 

Thane was a term common to England and Scotland, 
perhaps we should say a term introduced from England 
to Scotland. I t appears in Scotland about the time of 
Alexander I., and comes in between the Celtic or Tribal 
organization and the Norman or Feudal system. 
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rose oa t of the one, and disappeared before the o t h e r ; 
and we have no very dist inct data to mark i ts r ise or 
i t s close. Thanages prevailed chiefly in t h e d is t r ic t 
between the Moray F i r th and the For th , or t h a t region 
which was then looked upon or spoken of as the Scot-
t ish Kingdom. They scarcely appear in the great 
southern plain of the Lothians, which was already 
semi-Anglicised, or in the wild Highland region, where 
the Royal authority had as yet little hold, and national 
unity was only feebly recognised. In the extreme 
north, Scandinavian forms and influences prevailed, 
even where the Scottish king was acknowledged, and 
there Thanages never had any place. They appear a t 
the t ime when Saxon influences were prominent in the 
Court of Scotland, as represented by Queen Margaret 
and her sons, especially David I . They disappear a f te r 
the confusions connected with the War of Independence, 
when the country settled down under the more warlike 
Feudal system, as i t had been elaborated by the Nor-
mans, and accepted in more or less completeness over 
the whole of civilised Europe. 

The Thanage system was thus one of those stages of 
our historical progress whose fate has been to be ut ter ly 
superseded. To understand it, we mus t look back to 
the s tate of the land before its introduction. I t s chief 
value in a historical sense is tha t in the documents and 
records connected with it are conserved many t ra i t s of 
the preceding or tribal system, about which we have no 
definite evidence elsewhere. In the Lothians, tha t 
system had become obsolete at a date earlier than the 
earliest records; the Celtic distr icts remained in the 
obscurity of a semi-independence not worth disturbing, 
and there the insti tutions of the earlier t ime have 
dropped without notice into decay and confusion, or, 
what is equally destructive, have gradually changed 
their forms and meanings and applications. 

The change in the north-east district was, roughly 
speaking, contemporaneous with, and a result of, the 
consolidation of the kiugdom under the family of the 
Celtic King Malcolm and the Saxon Margaret , and 
looked on as a measure of national organisation, was a 
decided advance on the previous system of tribal 
possession. This, or something of the kind, was a 
necessity of the time. I t seems to have been li t t le more 
than an adaptation of the previous system to the altered 
state which transformed Scotland f rom a name to a 
nation. Our knowledge of the tribal system is chiefly 
drawn from the remains of its insti tutions as seen in the 
Thanage and succeeding systems, and from the pre-
sumably similar arrangements of kindred Celtic tr ibes. 
Both sources have been investigated by our Scottish 
antiquaries, bu t chiefly and most successfully by Dr 
Skene in his Celtic Scotland, and in his Notes to 
Fordun's Chronicle. 

I t is a mistake to suppose tha t the tribal system 
among the Celts was something free and elastic, based 
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on the equality of man, securing equal and ample r ights 
to all born within i ts bounds. The arrangement of the 
family or tr ibe was exceedingly artificial and complicated, 
i ts division of classes marked off by rigid lines of 
demarcation, and jealously guarded in regard both to 
property and what we should now call social position. 

Correlative to the tribe was the tribe ter r i tory ; and 
both tribe and land was divided into two corresponding 
sections. The divisions of the tribe were the Flai th, 
nobles or gentry, who ranked amongst themselves 
according to descent and pedigree; and the Aire, or 
Peine, or Commons, who ranked according to their 
possessions of cows or other property. The tribe land 
was divided into the private property of the members of 
t he upper grade and the common field of the lower; 
the arable portion of the la t ter being divided periodically 
amongst those entitled to a share. Besides these free 
members or Ceile there were attached to each flourish-
ing tribe, another yot lower class, consisting of 
strangers who had taken refuge with it and been 
admitted to its protection, of captives or subjugated 
tribes, and of i ts own members who had forfeited their 
r ights . If those adherents cultivated land or possessed 
property, i t was only under cover of a free member, 
usually some of the Flai th, who employed them in 
cultivating their private fields. Outside all tribe lands 
at this early date was the vast uncultivated, unoccupied, 
unclaimed region, which in after times came to bo 
designated forest, a term tha t has nothing to do with 
wood, except in so far as trees were likely to spring up 
in wild untended land. At this date i t was the common 
hunting ground, which was open to occupation by any 
portion of a tr ibe t ha t might separate itself and was 
able to establish and maintain a separate and independent 
existence. 

Each tribe had a real or supposed descent from 
a common ancestor; and the division into gentry and 
commons depended on this descent. Tho arrangement 
of the Flai th or upper grade, amongst themselves, was 
most intricate and full of difficult questions. The 
office-bearers of tho tribe belonged to a section of this 
upper grade, and this section was regulated by a very 
complicated system, based on relationship, and keeping 
its numbers up to certain bounds which i t was never 
to exceed or fall below. Succession and degrees 
of relationship were not counted by primogeniture, but 
by generations. We count now by perpendicular lines 
downwards, taking first the eldest son and his descend-
ants, and when they are exhausted—but not till then— 
turning back and treating the next son in like manner ; 
they counted in horizontal lines, by generations, ex-
hausting first the sons and then turning to the grand, 
sons, and af ter them to the great-grandsons. They 
counted the eldest son's son a stop more distant from 
the head than the head's youngest son; i.e. our heir by 
primogeniture ranked then in matters of succession 
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af ter his youngest uncle, bu t then upon t h a t uncle ' s 
death he ranked before the uncle 's son, for succession 
was regulated not by nearness of kin t o the last ho lder 
as with us, bu t by proximity t o the common ances to r , 
and in the generation of grandsons t h e eldest son of the 
eldest son counted before the eldest son of a jun io r , 
a l though tha t junior migh t have been the las t holder of 
the succession claimed. 

This was fu r the r complicated by rules about tbo 
extent and composition of t h e circle to which the 
r ight of succession was confined. 

In some of the most definite schemes, th i s extended t o 
only 12 or 16 individuals, in addition to the actual head, 
and th is limited number had t o be ad jus ted f rom t ime 
to t ime as certain b i r ths or dea ths took place. Amongst 
these intricacies of t r ibe organization mus t be sought 
the key to tho law of tanis t ry , which enters in to all 
questions of succession in early days. We find here also 
the explanation of tho rival claims of Bruce and Baliol 
to the crown. Bruce stood nearest to i t by the laws of 
tribal succession, for he belonged t o t h e generation 
nearest the common ancestor. Baliol claimed on the 
principle of primogeniture, by which the grandson of an 
elder sister inheri ts a singular succession in preference 
to the son of a younger. The contest between Donald 
Bain and Malcolm Canmore was founded on precisely 
tho same po in t ; and the claim of Macbeth rested on 
some of the same genealogical intricacies. 

To tho same source we may trace some claims which 
held their grounds a t a not very late date, and probably 
do so still. I do not mean mere clanships, bu t t he 
claim of certain members of t he clan, undistinguished 
by property or personal qualification, t o be gentlemen, 
* generosi, ' purely on account of desccnt. _ In the old 
t imes th is implied also a claim to a ' h o l d i n g ' on tbo 
estate of t he chief with i ts correlative duties, and this 
tio was honoured with more or less comprehension of 
i ts basis in the tribe organization as lately as tho 
formation of tho independent regiments in last cen-
tury. 

I do not mean to make any a t tempt to unravel the in-
tricacies of tribe organization and tr ibe lands. I need 
not say I am utterly incapable of i t . I can only refer 
you Skene's books for a discussion of these questions, 
aud be will direct you to the authori t ies on the subject , 
chiefly in Gaelic remains, and old writers on conveyan-
cing, and other old law books. I wish to enter upon 
this only so far as to be able to point out some traces of 
the old s tate of things which still linger among us, and 
which i t seems to me par t of t he work of a Field Club 
to look for, and when found, to make a note of. Some 
of them can be known only to those who have a minute 
knowledge of local facts and names and places, and an 
intelligent acquaintance with the old customs and t ra -
ditions of their district . 

The Tribe, based, as I have said, on a real or hypo-
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the t ica l descent f rom a common ancestor, consisted of 
two classes of f ree members—a higher grade, t he indivi-
dual members of which possessed a r igh t of private pro-
per ty , as we should t e rm it , in a port ion of the tr ibe 
l a n d ; and a lower grade, still f ree, bu t possessing a 
r ight only t o cultivate a portion of the common land 
al lot ted amongst them periodically, probably annually. 
Besides these , there was a mixed mult i tude at tached t o 
t h e t r ibe b u t not free members of i t , cultivating land, 
not in the i r own right, bu t as Gallow glasses or Bondi. 
This class is very interest ing in a history of society, 
bu t may be lef t out of sight for our present purpose. 

The tribe, like Japan, had in a way two heads—the 
Genealogical head, or Head of Kin, Ceankinel; and the 
real leader or Toiseach. The Toiseach seems to have 
had a corresponding officer among the unfree members 
called the Oglach. Intermediate between the Toiseach 
and the Ri or Ard-ri, the king, came the Maer or 
Mormaer, t he s tewart or great Stewart of a whole 
dis tr ic t . 

The relations of all these officers was with the people 
ra the r than with the land. In the case of the head of 
kin i t was necessarily so ; i t was so also with the 
Toiseach and the Oglach, and the Mormaer, in perhaps a 
less degree, he was Mormaer of a distr ict . But even the 
Ard-Ri of all was not king of Scotland, but of the 
Scots. 

As Scotland became more thoroughly consolidated 
into one body politic, united under one supreme 
government, and regulated by one body of laws, 
administered over all on the same principles; perhaps, 
too, as i t became more closely peopled, i t became 
necessary t h a t t he r ights and privileges the dues and 
dut ies of all classes should be more clearly defined and 
more rigidly enforced. As a step to this t he Tiibal 
system was t ransmuted into a system of Thanages. 
The Toiseach became a Thane. The Mormaer seems to 
have been superseded in a measure, but practically 
seems to have become a Thane or an Earl . The 
transition was easy; in actual working the difference 
may have been very slight. The Toiseach had authority 
over certain people, his t r i be ; the Thane had r ight 
and responsibilities connected with certain lands, 
those belonging to his tribe. The point of 
touch was changed, tha t was all. I n addition, 
the Thane had relations immediately with the 
King. He was a tenant in capite, a feu-holder 
direct f rom the King, and paying his redendum or feu-
duty direct to the King. This tenure by feu charter , 
with i t s redendum or feu rent , is the peculiar feature of 
the Thanage system. We can scarcely realise tha t there 
were no taxes in those days. The Toiseach and other 
officers had mensal lands, i.e., lands going with the 
office, to support i ts dignity and expense, by the produce 
of which he lived, and for the cultivation of which he 
claimed certain aid from every member of the tribe. 
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The King also had lands of his own, a t tached t o his 
office, and certain dues, and ou t of these h e conducted 
the government, as a t h i s own expense. H e had also 
certain r igh ts over all t he land, chiefly in t h e form of a 
claim for par t of i t s produce for the sustenance of him-
self and a t tendants . If one may venture a guess, i t was 
almost as if he had been an ex-officio member of every 
t r ibe, with certain r ights , . jus t as in many cases the 
chairman or president of a body is ex-officio a member 
of all i t s committees. These dues were payable in kind, 
and this , I th ink , may help t o explain the f requent 
change of residence on t h e par t of our early Kings, and 
their f requent journeys th rough the kingdom. They 
were collecting thei r dues in the only way they were 
quite sure of receiving them, or an equivalent for them. 
Under these circumstances a King 's visit mus t have 
been an infliction ra the r than an honour . Now, while 
th is s ta te existed, civilisation could not advance beyond 
a very low po in t ; t he government could never be ei ther 
strong or sett led. When Scotland was consolidated 
into one body, i t had also to be organised; in th is region 
the organisation took the form of Thanages. As I said 
before, the Lothians were already in a more advanced 

stage, and the Highlands not as yet ripe for effective 
incorporation. The peaceful and gradual na ture of the 
change shows tha t it was received by all as a gain, or a t 
the very least as a necessary step. The name and the 
form seem to have been suggested by the tenure of the 
Saxon Thane in England. The importance and social 
position of the Thane was very different in England and 
Scotland, but in both the Thane was a freeholder , a 
tenant in capite, holding his land hereditarily on pay-
ment of a feu-duty. 

This tenure was the chief feature of the change. 
There was no violent disruption between the old and 
the new. I t was a reform, not a revolution; there was 
no forfei ture of rights, only a rearrangement of rela-
tions. No one was dispossessed; what he had before 
he held now, but by a new tenure, simpler and surer , 
bu t narrower, in the sense of being more definite. 
When the Toiseaeh became a Thane, the other members 
of the tr ibe who had personal r ights in special port ions 
of the tr ibe land became also hereditary feu-holders 
under h i m ; and the second grade of free-men became 
his ' kindly* tenants, ei ther tenants in common, or by 
the year, or for a term of years, or for life, according to 
arrangement, but tenants as a mat te r of r ight . The 
inferior followers of the tr ibe remained much as they 
were. The transit ion was gradual, and seems to have 
been conducted with all due regard to vested r ights , fo r 
in certain legal processes t ha t have been preserved, i t 
appears tha t t he only thing necessary to obtain a feu-
charter was parole evidence t ha t the land had been in 
possession of the claimant 's ancestors for three genera-
tions. Is i t a reminiscence of this condition t ha t in the 
days of last century when life leases were in vogue a 
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very common form was for three lives or generations, 
but with a special clause or covenant that the tenant's 
representative should remove without summons or legal 
process at the close of the last life, or at a specified 

date after i t? Was this precaution taken lest the 
tenant of the fourth generation should claim a hereditary 
right to the land ? 

I t was under the Thanage system that the manage-
ment of the land first began to assume its present form 
of proprietor and tenant. The arrangement then entered 
into was, as I take it, roughly this:—The Thane was 
what we should now call proprietor; the nobles or 
upper part of the tribe became what we should now call 
feuars under him as their superior; and the secondary 
part of the tribe were tenants, with this specialty—that 
at the time of the change each had a right to claim his 
tenancy. They were tenants with rights, ' kindlie ' 
tenants, tenants of the same kind as the Thane himself, 
and with the claims of his kin, generally holding on 
steelbow, and paying rent in kind. The men who were 
not free of the tribe were Bondi, Servi, Nativi, Gallow-
glasses—those who afterwards became cottars. I t is 
significant of the character of the changes that at first 
they were adherents under the protection of the tribe, 
and at last, as changes of proprietorship became more 
frequent, they became adscripti glebae, passing from 
band to hand with the riggs. 

You can easily see that there is room for a great deal 
of interesting research in tracing the state of different 
lands at this early date, observing for instance the 
different manners and periods at which our present 
large estates were agglomerated, or the various dues 
and burdens and rights that attach to particular 
portions, and how and where they are payable. But to 
investigate these things requires access to books and 
documents and records which to most people are 
virtually inaccessible. We must confine ourselves to 
matters that are open to all. For instance, in passing 
through the country we come every now and then on a 
group of two or three or four farm steadings standing in 
pretty close proximity and all inconveniently placed for 
the lie of their fields. As a rule, these may be taken as 
the representatives of a settlement at the time when the 
land was cultivated in common, and very commonly 
some, if not all, of these farms bear names that can be 
traced to Gaelic origin. Even in the present century 
some such groups, which were then only in a transition 
state, worked their land on the run-rig system, i.e., they 
had not separate fields but alternate ridges of the same 
field. 

Perhaps the simplest and most striking traces of those 
early days will be found in words and names that have 
come down to us. I shall briefly suggest a' few that I 
have met with, commencing with some of those distinc-
tive of the tribe. 

The possession of a tribe, the gross extent of the 
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t r ibe, was t h e ' Tua th . ' Now, I t h ink t h i s word was 
preserved in t h e name of ' t o a t h ' fold, down t o t h e 
t ime tha t agriculture began t o be improved in t h e end 
of las t century. The ' t o a t h ' fold was t h e grea t fold 
for the whole stock of t h e f a rm or village. I t was a 
large paddock or ' pumphe l l ' enclosed by an ea r then 
wall erected annually. Af te r t he count ry was all 
divided into farms, not only t h e c rof te r s depending on 
the fa rm were called on to help a t building t h e fauld-
dyke, b a t a fert i le subject of disagreement in count ry 
places was t h e claim some fa rms made upon 
some o thers for help a t t h i s work, sometimes in the 
form of so many hands ' labour, sometimes of building a 
certain proportion of t h e wall. This claim was 
made not as a ma t t e r of good neighbourhood, b u t as a 
mat te r of r i g h t ; whether i t was a well-found claim in 
all cases or no t is quite another ma t t e r . The ' toa th ' 
fold was of course well manured, and equally of course 
was cropped the next year. I have heard old people 
speak of the Aberdeen wives tas t ing the count ry meal 
in t h e market place, and disdaining i t because they 
imagined i t tas ted of the rank growth of t h e ' t oa th ' 
fold. The name ' toa th '' is suggestive of t h e ' t ua th , ' 
and I th ink presumptive evidence may be found t h a t t he 

' t o a t h ' fold was built by common labour for common 
use. 

The ' Toiseach' survives in the name Macintosh, and 
other compounds of Tosh. I have heard tosh applied 
as descriptive epi thet to a forward, presumptuous, over-
bearing fellow, and of people being ' r e a l tosh ' when 
they enjoyed a rough plenty for the i r position. I t is 
found also in place names, as in Fer in tosh , which got 
tha t name when i t was added to one of the Morayshire 
Thanages. I t is present in a more disguised form in 
Lentush , in Rayne, which can be t raced in documents 
up to Ledden or Lethen Toiseach, t he chief 's half or 
share. 

The word Toiseach entered into the name of another 
Scottish officer, t he Toiseachdor, t he coroner, or repre-
sentative of the crown, who never appears in the same 
district as the Thane, because the Thane discharged 
his office. The Toiseachdor is represented by the name 
Dewar or Denchar. This can be traced in the family 
who had the custody of the Crosier of St Fillan in 
Perthshire . The intermediate forms are pre t ty numer-
ous, but Dewar is the outcome at t he present day. The 
termination doir in Auchindoir is probably f rom the 
same origin. I t was originally Davachdore, i.e., the 
Toiseachdor's Davach or field. 

The Mormaer was literally the High Steward, and his 
office of collecting dues and fines seems to have con-
tinued in some officer of t he crown courts t i l l it came to 
be represented by the sheriff 's officer. The Mair is 
often mentioned in the old laws as a functionary of t h e 
sheriff. Even in this century, Professor Tennant in his 
popular poem, Anster Fair , speaks of ' Sheriffs learned 
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and unlearned Sheriffmairs." I do not think the term 
has been in use in this district so recently, i.e., in 

popular use. I cannot say if it is used in technical 
legal phraseology, where many old phrases linger as 
bonds of union betwoen the past and present. 

Prom the Thane we have the surname of Thain, and 
such place names as Thainston, Thanescroft, and the 
like. 

The name ' Dyce' seems to have been connected with 
Thanages, and most likely denotes the deisa or allocated 
portion of the tribe lands. We have Fordyce connected 
with the Thanage of the Boyne. Allardyce and Tan-
nadyce as Thanages in themselves. Dyce, in tho 
Thanage of Kintore. Gourdas, in Fyvie, may have been 
the deisa of Formartine, and there is a Dyce in tho 
Forgue district, but whether in that parish, or in 
Drumblade, or Ythanwells I cannot say. 

In those early days the unit of land measure seems to 
have been the Davach, an extent variously estimated, 
but at any rate of a very considerable size. As we saw, 
it has been interchanged with Auchin, in Auchhindoir, 
and it enters into various place names in the form of 
Dauch, as Edindauch, the Dauchs of Strathbogie; also, 
in the form of Davie, as in Alt-Davie, in Ythan Wells, 
i.e., tho Davach on the burn, very descriptive of its 
position. 

Rath, Teagleach or Tilly, and Pet or Pi t were all 
descriptive names of that day. 

Rath was an enclosure, perhaps the common enclosure 
of the tribe residences, and appears now in the forms 

Roth, Rothie, Rath, and Rae, both separately and in 
combination. Tho Roman camp at Stonehaven is known 
as Rae-dykes, by a double application of the name for an 
enclosure in different languages. 

Teaglach or Family gives us Tullich, Tully, or Tilly, 
tho distinctive place name of the N.E. district. There are 
perhaps twice as manyTillys in Aberdeen and Banffshires 
as in all tho rest of Scotland. I t seems to designate a 
homestead, the house of a family. Tullich may mean 
also an eminence of rising ground; and in Caithness it is 
the generic name for the mound formed by the ruins of 
a Broch In our district it may occasionally refer to a 
rising ground, but cannot always do so. I fancy it 
means as a rule the homestead or ' t o w n ' in country 
phraseology. 

Pit, Pette, or Pet t has much tho same meaning, and 
is usnally connected (e.g. in the Book of Deer) with a 
personal name, as Pette mac Garmail, Pott mac Cobrig, 
Pot Maldrui'b. In tho chartulary of St Andrews we 
read of the ' Villula, or homestead, called Petmokane." 

Lethen or Ledden is in a general way a half, or share, 
or lot, Ardlethen, Lethenty. 

The Thanage system disappears after the War of 
Independence. There is no formal close to it, as there 
was no formal commencement. The numerous 
forfeitures of that disorderly period threw most of tho 
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country at one t ime or another into the King 's hand, 
and t h e new grants were all made in accordance with 
the character of the times—on t h e feudal principle. 
Tenure on condition of military service took the place 
of tenure on condition of payment of a r en t . The 
troubles of the kingdom had made service in war valu-
able, and public necessity had compelled the intro-
duction of taxation, so t h a t there was now a Govern-
ment revenue independent of the King's dues f rom tho 
land. 

This change was much more violent than the transi-
tion f rom Tribes to Thanages. Old families were 
disinherited and thei r lauds granted to part izans of the 
winning side, or perhaps as often the males of the old 
families were slain, and the heiresses wedded without 
much courtship to husbands on whom tho king could 
depend for support . While many of our estates have a 
history going back as the earliest light we possess, few 
of our families have any historical connection with these 
estates previous to the t ime of Robert Bruce, and then 
i t begins either with a grant from the Crown or a 
marriage with an heiress—generally a Crown ward. 

Tho Thanage period did not extend beyond 150 years, 
if so long. I t commenced, perhaps, under Malcolm 
Canmore, was greatly extended by Alexander I . and 
David I., and may bo said to have terminated under 
David I I . ; but we can no more pu t our finger on the 
last of the Thanes than on the first. 

The times of the Thanes were prosperous t imes. 
Their rise coincided, and was a step towards the organ-
ization of Scotland nnder a single supreme power. The 
whole rose to a higher level. Possession became more 
stable and secure. The very tenure of the Thanes was 
peaceful in its nature and tendency, and encouraged tho 
improvement of thei r land by cultivation, which was 
the only industry then open to them. But the peace 
and prosperity of Scotland came to an end, and a period 
of blood and disturbance followed, and again the tenure 
of land conformed to the character of the times, and 
Feudal superseded Thanage tenure. In the confusion, 
many inferior feus became distinct Feudal holdings, and 
th is accounts for the fact tha t , as a rule, the early 
Feudal holdings were not so extensive as the old 
Thanages. In the case of some of the smaller Thanages, 
they may have coincided; but, as far as I can make out, 
the now g ran t extended only to the personal holding of 
the Thane, and it may be his tenantry, but not to the 
smaller feu-holders under him. When these became 
independent feudal proprietors, i t had the double effect 
of lessening the power of the new successor to the 
Thane, and of strengthening the Crown by inoreasing 
the number of those who held directly f rom the king, 
instead of indirectly through an intermediate magnate. 
The great feudal lords strove hard to get the smaller 
independent feudal proprietors subjected to them by 
bonds of man rent, since i t could not now be done by 

Ban
ffs

hir
e 

Fiel
d 

Club



29 

tenure . But these are technicalities I cannot explain, 
for I quest ion if I unders tand them. 

In conclusion, I shall give a list of the Thanages on 
record f rom Skene's Fordun ii. 416:— 
I.—South of the Firth of Forth. 

Hadintun—Haddington. 
2 Kalentyr—Callendar. near Falkirk. 

Strivelyn—Stirling. 
II.—Between the Forth and Spey. 

2 Kinross . 
Fordell—Kinross. 
Falkland—Fife. 

3 Chellin, Kelly—Fife. 
Dervesin, Dairsie—Fife. 
Aberlemno—Forfar. 
Glamis—Forfar. 
Downy—Forfar. 
Thanades, Tannadyce—Forfar. 

10 Kyngal try—Forfar . 
Monifod, Monifieth—Forfar. 
Edovyn, Edvies— For fa r . 
Kathanes , Ket t ins—Forfar . 
Cloveth, Clova—Forfar. 
lnverkeil lor—Forfar. 
Aberbuthnot , Marykirk, Kincardine. 

I Morfy or Meikle Morphy, Marykirk, do. 
Newdoskis—Kincardine. 
Ecclesgreig ,, 

9 Aberbuthnot ,, 
Fet tercairn ,, 
Kincardine „ 
Collie, Cowie, „ 

.Dores „ 
"Dunning, Stra therne—Perth. 
Struin, Strowen ,, 
Forteviot , S t ra therne „ 
Kinclaven „ 
Scone „ 
Strathardel l „ 

13 Alyth 
Glentilt , Athole „ 
Dull 
Forterki l l , Fortingale ,, 
Cranach, Achmore, & Kynknoc, Strathtay,do. 
Dulmonych, Logierait—Perth. 
Fandafui th , „ ,, 
Aberdeen—Aberdeen. 
Balhelvie ,, 
Bras, Birse „ 

7 Kintore „ 
F o r m e t y n „ 
Obyn, Aboyne ,, 
O'Neil, Kincardine—Aberdeen. 
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Down or Glendowachy, Banff. 
Aberkerdor „ 
Conveth „ 
Boyne ,, 
Mumbre ,-, 
Nathirdole „ 

III.—Beyond the Spey. 
Essy, Elgin—Elgin. 

3 Kilmalaman, St Andrews—Elgin. 
Moray—Elgin. 
Moythas, Moyness—Nairn. 

. Kaledor, Cawdor „ 
4 Brothyn, Brodie „ 

.Dyke „ 
2 Cromdale, Inverness. 

Rothiemurcus ,, 
1 Dingwall—Ross. 

You will see tba t these Thanages arc very irregular in 
their distribution and in their sizes ; some include large 
districts, others, especially in this neighbourhood, 
being of very limited extent. 

Some of the Thanes, as those in Athole, were Ear ls ' 
Thanes, others wore Abbots' or Abbey Thanes, and 
those were styled Abthanes, as a t Dull . At one t ime 
the Abthane was supposed to be a superior order of 
Thane, corresponding to the Mormaer, but i t is now 
quite established tha t he simply held land by Thanago 
tenure under an Abbey instead of the King. Neither 
Earls ' Thanes nor Abthanes are sufficiently prominent 
to require more notice in so slight a paper as this. 

At one t ime I hoped to give some slight sketch of the 
Thanage of the Boyne in the close of my paper, but 
time will not permit me, and really my knowledge of i t 
is very limited. I can only mention that it was granted 
by the King to an Edmondstone, and draw your a t tent ion 
to the circumstance tha t this is a purely Saxon name. 
From the Edmondstones i t passed to the Ogilvies by 
marriage. The beircss was permitted to retain and use 
her own seal after marriage—perhaps the earliest 
instance of married women's r ights we can point t o ; 
for the having a seal of one's own at t ha t time implied 
the power of transacting business on one's own account, 
i.e., the possession of separate property and rights. 

As bearing probably on the extent of the Thanage, or 
a t any rate of the Ogilvy power, I may also mention 
tha t in 1748, on the abolition of hereditary jurisdictions, 
the Earl of Findlator and Seafleld received £2000 of 
compensation as Lord and Justiciar of the regality of 
Ogilvie: £1500 as Baillie of the barony of Strathisla, 
part of the regality of Kinloss; and £2000 as Constable 
of the constabulary of Cullen; while Lord Braco received 
£400 as Baillie of the regality of Strathisla. 

On the motion of the Chairman, a very hearty vote 
of thanks was accorded to Mr Sutherland for his very 
excellent and valuable paper. 
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