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T H U R S D A Y , A P R I L 2 5 , 1 8 8 9 . 

MEETING AT BANFF. 

THE monthly meeting of this Club was held in Innes's 
Hall. Banff, on Thursday, the president, the Rev. Geo. 
Sutherland, Portsoy, in the chair. After some routine 
business, there was read a paper by Sheriff Scott-
Moncrieff, Falkirk, entitled 'Antiquarian Jott ings from 
East Stirlingshire. ' After a description of the 
topography of the district, the paper dealt with some 
of i ts features interesting to archaeologists. The great 
work of the Romans, with which the district is 
identified, is the Wall of Antoninus, which intersects 
the district. Traces are now, even in favoured spots, 
only faint. One section of the wall begins at the 
river Avon a little to the east of Polmont Parish 
Church, from which it has been traced through the 
adjoining properties of Polmont Park, and Weedings. 
hall and a t Mumerills. On a rising ground 
immediately to the west of the last-named place, there 
is s u p p o s e d to have stood the fifteenth fort or station 
counting from the Clyde or western termination of the 
wan Mumerills is two miles from Falkirk. Probably 
the most perfect form of the wall is now to be seen 
within Callandar Park. The traces are more distinct at the 
western or Falkirk end of the Callander grounds than 
a t the eastern. Several stones found on the line on the 
wall wore noticed and described. Of one there was 
shown a photograph. The inscription on this stone 
was as follows :—' To the Emperor Caesar Titus Olius 
Hadrianus Antoninus Augustus Pius, the father of his 
country, the Second Legion (surnamed) Augustus, has 
made 1652 paces." About a mile to the north.west of 
Falkirk is the modern village of Camelon, which occupies 
the site and still hands down the name of the ancient 
Camelodun, a city of the Picts . Coins, Roman pottery, 
anchors, and oven a boat have been dug up in the 
neighbourhood of Camelon. Across the river Carron, 
about 300 yards to the north of the north-west corner 
of the present Carron Iron Works, there stood a famous 
ancient relic known as Ar thur ' s Oon or Oven. Draw. 
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ings of this ancient s t ructure were exhibited. Un-
fortunately i t was destroyed in 1743, as Mr Bruce of 
Stenhouse, the proprietor of the ground on which i t 
stood, wished the stones for the repairs of a mill dam ! 
The writers who have dealt with this antiquity cover a 
period of a thousand years, from Nennius in 
the 9th century down to Mr Gillespie in the 
19th. All have agreed in considering the work Roman, 
and generally in thinking that i t was a Roman Temple. 
Mr Scott Moncrieff ventured to suggest whether there 
were not grounds on which it might be plausibly 
argued that Arthur 's Oon was, like its name, of Celtic 
origin, and akin to the broohs or Pictish houses dis-
covered elsewhere. Reference was made in the paper 
to the ancient monuments in the Old Churchyard at 
Falkirk, in whioh, according to tradition, lie Sir John de 
Graeme and Stewart of Bonkill, heroes of that early fight 
when Edward I. drove the Scots and their brave leader 
across the Carron. If credit is to be placed in the 
inscription on a slab of marble found on the removal of 
the old church of Falkirk, the graveyard is also the 
resting place of a warrior of more remote antiquity— 

Robert Graham, who, in 415, fell in a conflict with the 
Roman forces. The exact localities of the two battles of 

Falkirk were pointed out in the paper, and some interest, 
ing traditions were narrated. Eeference was also made 
to the history of Callander, a t one time in the posses-
sion of the Livingstones. In 1715 the lands were 
possessed by the 5th Earl of Linlithgow and 4th of 
Callander, who lost the titles and estates in the cause 
of his exiled King. Callander then became the pro. 
perty of the York Buildings Company, who leased it 
to the daughter of the last earl and her husband, Lord 
Kilmarnock. Lord Kilmarnock, joining the rebellion 
of 1745, was beheaded in the following year. In 1783, 
a successful contractor, of Aberdeenshire origin, 
William Forbes by name, purchased this magnificent 
estate, and his grandson is now the principal land 
owner in the district, and Lord of the Manor of 
Falkirk. On the motion of the chairman, a cordial 
vote of thanks was passed to Sheriff Scott Moncrieff 
for his very interesting paper. Ban
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