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T H U R S D A Y , OCTOBER 31, 1889 . 

M E E T I N G AT B A N F F . 

THE annual meeting of the Banffshire Field Club was 
held on Thursday evening in the Reading Room of the 
Town and County Club, Banff—the president, the Rev. 
George Suther land, in the chair . 

Mr Robert Kelman, teacher , Boyndie, and Mr J o h n 
Garden, draper , Banff, were nominated for election as 
members of the Club. 

The t reasurer submitted an abstract of the income 
and expenditure of the Club for the year to 30th 
October. The income amounted to £53 2s. Id., and a t 
t he close of the year there was a balance in favour of 
the Club of £45 13s. l1d . 

SECRETARY'S R E P O R T . 

The Secretary then read his annual report as 
follows :— 

' In presenting the ninth annual report , t he secretary 
feels tha t he mus t confine himself more and more to a 
simple enumeration of the subjects tha t have been 
brought before the Club during the year. Most of the ob-
servations and suggestions of a general nature that would 
naturally occur to one in making out the annual report 
have already done duty on f o r m e r occasions, and in 
pursuing this vein there is great risk of reiteration. Our 
former secretary, Mr Spence, lays i t down in his first 
annual repor t t h a t - " I t is the business of the Club to 
encourage scientific study in every direction even when 
i t has no local bearing ; but , w h i l e this is the case, the 
great, body of the papers admitted into the transactions 
should form as i t were a topographical treasury for the 
field embraced by the Club." This puts the matter in 
a nut-shell, and i t is difficult to see how the aim and 
objects of the Club could be more clearly stated. 

' In reviewing the work of the past year, i t is satisfac-
tory to find tha t we have been acting strictly within the 
lines so well laid down by Mr Spence. The papers by 
the Rev. Dr Richards on the " Moon and the Rev. Mr 
Bruce on the " Fertilization of Flowering Plants , " dealt 
with two questions of general science in a manner of 
which no Club need feel ashamed. The Rev. Mr 
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Temple and Mr Cramond treated the history and gene-
alogy ot the " Gordons of Methlick and Haddo," and of 
the " Hays of Rannes," with a thoroughness that left 
nothing to be desired. Sheriff Scott Moncrieff's paper 
on " T h e Antiquities of East St i r l ingshire" afforded 
pabulum for a highly interesting and instructive 
meeting. A paper tha t deals with the traces of the 

Roman occupation of North Britain cannot fail to be 
interesting to all Scotchmen. Whether the Romans 
ever obtained a footing in this par t of the country, or 
even visited i t a t all, is a disputed point. We have a 
place in the western par t of this county called Roman 
Camp, and remains said to be Roman are found in other 
localities; and if any one, stimulated by the learned 
Sheriff's paper, should be led to take up the study of 
these remains, and report the result of his investiga-
tions, he would be rendering a highly important service 
to the Club. 

' Mr Cramond's two papers read at last annual meeting 
may be more properly regarded as belonging to last 
year s work. But as they are ra ther important, an 
allusion to them in this report may be pardoned. The 
paper on the Constabulary of Cullen formed a very 
interesting chapter in local history, while the paper 
entitled A walk ronnd the rocks of Portknockie " 
opened, as was remarked at the time, a new avenue of 
research for the Club. The rocks to the west, say 
between Banff and Cullen, and to the east as far as 
Pennan, if taken in hand something after the model of 
Mr Cramond and his seafaring friend, would form 
subjects for several interesting papers. 

• The Club owes a debt of gratitude to Mr Simpson, 
Clunymore, for affording an opportunity of examining 

his extensive and well arranged botanical collection, 
and members would do well to endeavour to find out 
parties in possession of similar collections and bring 
them under the notice of the Club 

' Since last annual meeting the membership of the 
Club has been augmented by the admission of three 
ordinary and two corresponding members. On tho 
other hand we have to deplore the loss of two of our 
original members by death. One member has left the 
district, and there will doubtless be some loss by resig-
nations, though to what extent cannot, as yet, be 
accurately ascertained. These losses remind US that if 
the Club is to continue to live and thrive, we must en-
deavour to keep up our membership by the introduction 
of new blood. 

' The joint meeting of the Northern Association of 
Literary and Scientific Societies was held this year at 
Dingwall. None of our members attended it. But we 
are under an obligation to the Eev. Mr Chisholm for up-
holding the credit of our Club by contributing a paper 
to its transactions. 

' As to the coming session we have the promise of 
papers from some old and well tried members, and our 
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l is t of contr ibutors will probably comprise several new 
names. The whole of our winter meetings are not ye t 
provided for, b u t i t is t o be hoped t h a t th i s want will 
soon be supplied. ' 

The P r e s i d e n t , in t h e course of an address, r e . 
viewed the various papers t h a t had been read dur ing 
t h e year, and suggested various subjects t h a t might 
engage t h e a t tent ion of the Club a t f u t u r e meetings. 
H e then read t h e following paper on 

A SMALL F A R M 100 Y E A R S AGO. 
The subject of my remarks may scarcely come within 

t h e bounds of the Banffshire Field Club, as i t is an 
Aberdeenshire farm with which I am more particularly concerned. 

The style of farming, however, a t t ha t date was so 
similar over the whole of the N.E . dis t r ic t t h a t what is 
t r u e of one locality in i t will help to i l lustrate the s tate 
of ma t t e r s in a n o t h e r ; and a f t e r all, my remarks will 
n o t be so much about one small farm as about the general 
s ta te of mat te rs on a small farm a t the end of last 
century and beginning of this, for t he books on which I 
depended for my information are not so full a t the 
beginning as I expected from my knowledge of them a t 
a later date. , 

F rom the middle of last century onwards, there was a 
decided revival of the pursui t of agriculture in the 
Aberdeen and Banff districts. Whatever other effect 
may have risen f rom the s trong measures used by 
Government to repress the rebels of 1745, one conse-

quence was the set t lement of t he country in a peaceable 
and orderly manner. The disaffected proprietors were 
ruined, if not driven f rom the country ; even many cf 
t he well affected suffered severely, directly or indirectly. 
All were driven to make the most of their home re-
sources, and by the end of the quar ter of t he century 
following the rebellion, this showed itself in the in-
creased a t tent ion paid to agriculture, planting, and the 
general improvement of the land. 

Agricultural societies began to be formed among the 
lairds, and schemes of improvement to be formed and 
carried into e f f ec t - some wisely, some more specious 
than practical. By degrees those improvements or 
those of them tha t stood the test , spread among the 
farmers, and by the t ime th is century had attained i ts 
major i ty , a revolution had taken place, and old modes 
of agriculture were found only in out of the way places, 
and with individuals who had lagged behind their times. 

Whatever the farmers of the present day may th ink 
of their grandfathers in the beginning of the century, I 
have li t t le hesitation tha t their grandfathers and great-
grandfathers made a much more effective advance in 
agriculture than the men of this generation have done, 
or are likely to do. 

The explanation is not far to seek, Up to the middle 
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