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and, as far as he knew, the people generally were happy 
and prosperous, and beyond that he did not think they 
required much more. (Cheers.) As chief magistrate 
of the burgh, he would seek to extend to all the 
strangers a very hearty welcome, and to express the 
hope that they would enjoy themselves, so t ha t when 
they went away they would have a longing desire to 
come back again. (Cheers.) 

Rev. Mr SUTHERLAND proposed the Ladies, on whose 
behalf Dr Symmers returned thanks. 

Mr RUNCIEMAN, Auchmill, proposed the President, 
Mr Chisholm, who presided with great ability a t the 
periodical meetings of the club, and who had presided 
with great geniality over them tha t night. (Cheers.) 

Mr YEATS, speaking to the toast, said he believed Mr 
Chisholm was the originator of the club, so t ha t they 
owed a debt of gratitude to him, especially the Banffshire 
Field Club. 

The CHAIRMAN, in responding, said he thought the 
one who really deserved credit more than he did was 
the worthy provost of Inverness, Mr Ross. He met Mr 

Ross there one night, and he was talking about the 
good things done in Inverness in connection with the 
Field Club, and asked why not s tar t one in Banff. Next 
day Mr Chisholm said he met the late worthy secretary, 
Mr Spence, and said if he would secure the services of 
their encyclopedic friend, Dr Milne, King-Edward, he 
(Mr Chisholm) would endeavour to secure the services 
of Mr Horne, thinking tha t with these two gentlemen 
they could fairly s tar t t he club. The club was t h u s 
really indebted to Dr Milne and Mr Horne for being 
started and for the position it had taken. They had 
lost Mr Horne and they had lost Mr Spence, bu t he 
was glad to say they had still got Dr Milne with them, 
and Mr Spence had a very able subst i tu te in their 
worthy secretary, Mr Yeats, but for whom, the club 
would not be the success i t was at t he present t ime. 
(Cheers.) 

Rev. Mr SUTHERLAND proposed the health of the 
Secretary, Mr Yeats, and Mr Yeats, in acknowledging, 
expressed his gratification at the success of the meeting. 

During the evening songs were contributed by Mr 
Yeats, who gave a capital version of ' Heather J o c k ;' 
by Mr William Graham, by Mr Maclean and by Provost 
Smith, and an enjoyable meeting ended at eleven o'clock 
by the company singing ' Auld Lang Syne.' 

EXCURSION. 
On Saturday morning, about nine o'clock, t he 

members of the several Scientific Societies assembled 
at the Plainstones and took their seats in five brakes 
tha t had been provided for thei r accommodation. The 
party numbered about fifty in all, and consisted for t h e 
most part of t he gentlemen who had been present a t t he 
general meeting and supper of the previous evening. 
The following ladies were present:—Mrs Hossack, Mrs 
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Symmers, Mrs Duncan, London, Miss Annie Ramsay, 
and Miss Chassar. After a very pleasant drive through 
Macduff and along the coast road, Tronp House was 
reached, when the company walked to inspect the 
gardens and t he several objects of interest at 
the seaside, such as Cullycan, the Needle's Eye, 
t he Devil's Dining-Room, Hell 's Lum, &c. The 
scenery, as is well known, is of the wildest 
character . The gentlemen then walked across 
Troup Head to Crovie, the ladies a f te r a t ime re turning 
in the conveyances, and all re-assembling at Gardens-
town. Here lunch was had, and the next point made 
for was t he Old Church of Gamrie, af ter which a shor t 
leisurely walk enabled the par ty t o rejoin the carriages, 
and a f t e r a smart drive Banff was reached in good time 
for the t ra ins for the west . Throughout the day, Rev. 
J o h n Milne, LL.D. , King.Edward, explained clearly and 
graphically the geology of the distr ict , while Mr A. 
Fa rquhar , M.A., delighted the visitors with his rich 
stores of local knowledge. The ladies and others took 
an in teres t in the botany, while the names and deriva-
tions of the localities passed wrre discussed by those 
conversant with Gaelic in a very interest ing and instruc-
tive manner. The weather was of the most enjoyable 
character , aud all were in t he best of spirits, and greatly 
enjoyed the proceedings of t he day. 

T H E GEOLOOGY OF T H E G A M R I E DISTRICT. 
The following paper by Mr H o m e of t he Geological 

Survey contributed largely to the instruction of the 
party :— 

The most str iking feature in t he geology of the 
Gamrie dis t r ic t is the interest ing outlier of old red 
sandstone occupying t he bay between Troup Head and 
More Head. Though th is outlier is completely 
isolated f rom the main area of th is formation in the 
basin of t he Moray F i r t h , i t has been frequently 
examined and described in connection with t he history 
of th is geological period. One of the earliest papers by 
Professor Prestwich, t he former Professor of Geology 
a t Oxford, was devoted to a detailed description of the 
s t ra ta lying in Gamrie Bay. Murchison called at tention 
t o the rich t reasure of fish remains in the well-known 
fish bed at Findon, and Dr Malcolmson successfully 
correlated t he s t ra ta with their representatives on the 
south side of the Moray Fir th and at Cromarty. More 
recently, Dr Archibald Geikie, following in the steps of 
Dr Malcolmson, has defined the order of succession of 
t he beds and the exact position of the clays with lime-
stone nodules yielding the ichthyolites. 

The picturesque Bay of Gamrie la due to the denuda-
tion of the se f t members of the old red sandstone 
si tuated between the hard clay slates and gri ts bound-
ing the formation on either side. The sandstones and 
shales have yielded more readily to the action of the 
sea and atmospheric agents, while the clay slates by 
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