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THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 1890. 

M E E T I N G A T B A N F F . 

THE annual meeting of this Club was held on the even-
ing of Thursday in the Reading Room of the Town and 
County Club—the president, Rev. AEneas Chisholm 
in the chair. The secretary, Mr Yeats, read his report 
on the work of the year. The report mentioned that 
five meetings had been held, at which five papers had 
been read. The retiring president, Rev. Mr Suther-
land, had read a paper on ' The economy of the farm 
100 years ago.' Mr Farquhar had contributed a paper 
on 'Some entries in the parish registers of Gamrie 
during the last century.' A paper was read by Rev. Dr 
Milne on 'The early history of Turriff.' Rev. Dr 

Richards, London, had a paper on 'Phosphorescence in 
plants and animals.' Mr Chivas had furnished a 
paper on ' Prehistoric works in North America and 
their builders.' Rev. Walter Gregor, LL.D., New 
Pitsligo, had read a paper on ' The Horse, in Scottish 
Folk-Lore and in Riddles.' The secretary drew atten-
tion to the importance of the attendance at the meetings 
during the winter being well maintained. The only ex-
cursion during the year was one in connection with the 
joint meeting of the Northern Association of Literary 
and Scientific Societies. Several new members had 
joined the Club during the year. Two members, Sheriff 
Grierson and Dr Symmers, had left the district. The 
report also referred to tho papers read at the joint 
meeting of Northern Scientific Societies, and expressed 
the thanks of the Club to Colonel Garden Camp-
bell for his kindness in readily granting permis-
sion to hold the excursion in his grounds. 
The locality is exceedingly suitable for an excursion of 
this sort, affording, as it does, a rich field for the geolo-
gist, and botanist, and antiquary, while for picturesque 
beauty and rugged grandeur the scenery is perhaps un-
surpassed in Scotland. 

The treasurer also submitted a statement of his 
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accounts showing a considerable balance in favour of 
the Club. I t was pointed out tha t as the subscription 
for junior members of the Club is only 2s. a year, young 
men might be induced to join. 

Votes of thanks were passed to the secretary and 
treasurer for their work during the year. 

I n view of the satisfactory Btate of the finances, Rev. 
James Davidson gave notice tha t a t next meeting he 
would move tha t a donation of £10 be given from the 
funds of the Club to the Banff Museum. 

THE PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS. 
Rev.-Mr CHISHOLM said—We have come to the end of 

another year of the existence of our Field Club, and as 
retiring President i t is now my duty to give an account 
of my stewardship for the past year, make my bow, and 
give up the insignia of office into the hands of the new 
President for 1890,91. Well, fortunately for me and for 
you, I have not much to say which shall detain you 
long ; b u t I, am-glad to be able to say tha t during the 

past year the Club,has maintained i ts high standard of 
usefulness and excellence as regards the papers delivered 

at,the several meetings which were held. The Rev. 
gentleman then went on to recapitulate the several 

items of work .done, in a brief summary of the report 
given by the secretary, concluding this portion 

of his address by strongly endorsing the Secre-
tary's .remarks as to the meagre attendance at the 
winter .meetings, and expressing the hope tha t 

members would endeàvour to pay the gentlemen, who 
take the trouble to prepare papers for them, and often 
come long distances to deliver them, the simple com-
pliment of coming to listen to them. He then said— 
We had no summer excursions during the past year, 
but to make up for i t we had the honour of entertaining 
the joint scientiflc societies of the northern counties a t 

their annual meeting. And speaking for myself, if I 
may be allowed to do so, I feel that I have been specially 
favoured t h a t th is meeting happened to fall in the year 
during .which I held, the honourable position of presi-
dent, and as it turns out. tha t this seems likely to be 
my last year in Banff, I feel the more gratified tha t I , 
who I may say in almost the words of Eddie Ochiltree, 
was ' a t the bigging' of this Field Club, should close my 
last year's active connection with i t as president for the 
year. The general meeting was a great success, the 
papers read were above the average. I t s transactions, 
when printed in pamphlet form, will compare favourably 
with any ,of i ts predecessors. I t is customary for the 
president, .in his valedictory address, to read a paper 

other than t h e mere summing up of the year's transac-
tions. As this is my valedictory address, in more 
sensès than one, I have thought of making the few 
remarks, which I am going to inflict upon you, of the 
nature.of a retrospect. I said that I was at the bigging 
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