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disruption of the old Church of Scotland, and the signs 
of the times making for reunion, &c., &c. 

I must not far ther enlarge. The subject is well nigh 
inexhaustible. I shall only fu r the r note t ha t in things 
political, we find the power of the people increasing, 
and the old hereditary institutions weakening. Reform 
bills of '32, '67, and '85 have given to the whole people wha t 
was held exclusively by one class. The Local Govern-
ment Act of '89 fur ther extended the people's power, and 
I think we are justified in believing, notwithstanding 
the ugly excrescences we sometimes see a t tending the 
evolution that , as a writer puts i t , ' Popular power 
organised by intellect, influenced by morality, and 
devoted to high and noble aims, is t he ideal form of 
society which is now developing itself. ' 

One word before I close a s to changes amongst us in 
the faces we were wont to see a t our meetings, on our 
streets, and public places. Wha t blanks many of us 
feel, what familiar forms and hallowed memories vividly 
start up before us till we almost feel 

' The grasp of the vanished hand, 
And the sound of the voice t ha t is still . ' 

And as the shadows lengthen with some of ourselves, 
and the time draws on when we must follow them into 
the unseen, may the fai th and hope which moulded the 
lives of some we knew and loved, and sustained and 
cheered them in the end, be ours also. 

On the motion of Mr Francis George, seconded by 
Provost Smith, the President was cordially thanked for 
his address, and for the admirable manner in which he 
had perfonned the duties of his office during the year. 

ELECTION OF O F F I C E - B E A R E R S . 
The PRESIDENT replied; and, in conclusion, proposed 

as his successor Sheriff Grant , Banff, which motion was 
carried by acclamation. 

The other office-bearers were elected as follows—Vice-
presidents—The Rev. John Milne, LL.D., King-Edward; 
the Rev. W. S. Bruce, Banff; t he Rev. J ames Davidson, 
Banff; the Very Rev. AEneas Chisholm, Blairs College; 
the Rev. George Sutherland, Portsoy; and Messrs Alex. 
Ramsay, Banff; James Spence, Pe terhead; William Cra-
mond, LL.D., Cullen; and John Runcieman, Auchmill. 
Treasurer—Garden Milne Hossack ; secretary—John 
Yeats; assistant-secretary—William Simpson. Mem-
bers of Council — Provost Smith, Messrs Alex-
ander Greig, James S. Findlater , James F . 
Grant, M.A., and John Garden. Local secretaries or 
corresponding members—the Rev. George Sutherland, 
Portsoy; the Rev. Alex. Bremner, Fyvie; Messrs James 
Lawson, Huntly; John Macdonald, Buckie; William 
Cramond, LL.D., Cullen; and John Runcieman, Auch-
mill. Messrs Greig and Macdonald were re-elected 
delegates to the Northern Association of Literary and 
Scientific Societies. 

A vote of thanks to the president for presiding 
brought the meeting to a close. 
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