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F R I D A Y , M A R C H 3, 1 8 9 3 . 

MEETING AT BANFF. 
THE monthly meeting of the Banffshire Field Club 
was held on the evening of Friday the 3rd inst. in 
the Reading Room of the Town and County Club, 
Banff —Mr Francis George in the chair. Mr 
George, on taking the chair, made fitting allusion 
to the loss the Club had sustained by the death of 
the Rev. James Davidson, a former president of 
the Club and one of its original members. The 
gentlemen who were nominated at last meeting 
were formally admitted as members, viz.:—The 
Right Hon. the Earl of Aberdeen, as an honorary 
member; and Messrs William Duthie, Collynie; 
George Barclay, Strocherie ; James Barclay, Gala-
shiels ; James Elphinstone, Fintray ; Jas. Duncan, 
architect, Turriff; and Dr Wilson, Banff. Provost 
George, Macduff, and Jas. Grant, LL.B., solicitor, 
Banff, were nominated for election at next meet-
ing. Dr Cramond, Cullen, read a very long and 
interesting paper on 

THE MAKING OF A BANFFSHIRE BURGH, 
Being an Account of the Early History of Macduff. 

Few towns in the North of Scotland have stepped 
to the front so rapidly as Macduff, but of the early 
history of few towns in the north is there so little 
known. As Macduff, its life has only extended to 
about a hundred years; but under another name 
and under another appearance it has existed for 
several centuries. No town can maintain its 
prestige without a historian, and, in the hope that 
Macduff will one day attain to the distinction of 
possessing such a functionary, the following notes 
are compiled, with a view to aid the said historian 
somewhat in his task. 

THE TOWN AND BARONY OF DOWN. 
Commencing upwards of six centuries ago. we 

find that David II., when at Perth, on 26th Feb., 
in the 40th year of his reign, granted to Hugo de 
Roos an annual rent of ten pounds sterling and four 
chalders of corn accruing to the King from the lands 
of Doone (Down), within the County of Banff, to be 
held by the said Hugo and Margaret Barclay, his 
spouse, for life. 

In 1378, Robert II., for service paid and to be 
paid to the King, confirmed the aforesaid grant to 
Hugo de Roos, of Kinfauns, but four years later the 
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King made a grant thereof to John Lyon, as the 
previous grant was escheat to the King, owing to 
Hugo de Roos having alienated i t to Andrew de 
Barclay without the King's license; and, on the 
same day, the 30th August, and the 12th year of 
his reign, the King granted and confirmed to Sir 
John Lyon all the lands of the thanage of Glen-
dowachie, which had fallen to him by escheat 
because William, Ear l of Ross, alienated these 
lands without the King's license. This very 
thanage of Glendowachie had, however, it may be 
explained, some five weeks previously been granted 
by the King to Alexander Stewart , Ear l of Buchan, 
and Euphemia, Lady of Ross. The lands of 
Deskford were also confirmed to them by the same 
deed, of date, a t Inverness, 25th Ju ly , and 12th 
year of the King's reign. In the year 1396, Robert 
III . granted the barony of Down to his uncle, 
James, Earl of Buchan, along with the Castle of 
Banff. 

The following notes by Mr Will iam Rose, who 
became afterwards the first Provost of Macduff, 
occur in one of his Index Volumes, Advocates' 
Library, Aberdeen:—'The town of Down, Inver-
down, the mouth of the Black burn or Doveron, a 
fish town 1440, with few inhabitants except fishers 
or six fishing boats, it had "Cra igshot t apud 
Down," which was a salmon fishing in the mouth of 
the water 1442. The river running [differently] a t 
tha t times, belonging to Ogilvie of Auchterhouse, 
vicecomes de Forfar, but long before to Aimyr, Ear l 
of Buchan, afterwards to Leslyn, alias Lesly, who 
married Eupham Ross 1392. I t was by a royal 
charter of erection, 12th August 1528, in favour of 
John, Earl of Buchan, made a free burgh of barony. ' 
These notes, it is scarcely necessary to remark, will 
not bear strict criticism. 

In 1466-7, March 1, a charter of the baronies of 
Down and Strathaloah was granted by the King in 
favour of Sir James Stewart and Margaret Ogilvie, 
his spouse, daughter of Alexander Ogilvie of Auch-
terhouse. This charter still exists among the t i t le 
deeds of Mr Colville, the proprietor of the Castle of 
Banff. 

THE BARONY OF GLENDOWACHY. 

There is recorded in the Register of the Groat 
Seal of the year 1478 charter by King James III. 
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to his uncle James, Earl of Buchan and Lord of 
Auchterhouse, of the lands of the barony of Glen-
dowachy, anil by another charter of date 12th 
August 1528, King James V. confirmed to John, 
Earl of Buchan, and his heirs the lands and barony 
of Glendowachy, alias Down, and the Castle of 
Banff, was appointed as the principal messuage of 
the same. On 4th August 1547, these lands with 
others were granted by the Queen to John Stewart, 
son and apparent heir of John, Earl of Buchan. A 
few years later, in the year 1552, a Sheriff Court 
was held, as was no doubt the regular custom in 
these days on the Castle Hill of Banff, and on that 
occasion the barony of Glendowachie was valued as 
a xx lib. land. If the valuators viewed the 
barony from that standpoint under favourable 
circumstances of sun and sky, one cannot 
but congratulate them on having obtained a view of 
one of the fairest prospects the north possesses. On 
13th February 1573-4 a royal charter was granted 
of the barony to Robert Stewart, heir-apparent of 
Todlaw, and his heirs, the lands of the said barony 
having been resigned by Christina Buchan, with 
consent of Robert, Earl of Buchan, her spouse, in 
favour of the said Robert Stewart; and in April of 
the same year Robert Stewart, apparent of Todlaw, 
having resigned the lands in favour of Robert 
Douglas and Christina Buchan, the King granted a 
charter of the same to Robert Douglas, Earl of 
Buchan, and Lady Christina Stewart, Countess of 
Buchan. A similar charter was granted in 1616. 
In 1625, James, Earl of Buchan, expede a charter 
under the Great Seal of the Earldom, including the 
salmon fishings of Deveron, among which were the 
salmon fishings to the sea called the Cragshot, near 
to Down. This charter of 1625 was confirmed by 
Act of Parliament in 1633 to James, Earl of Buchan, 
and Dame Mary Douglas, Countess of Buchan. 
The Act comprehends the lands and barony of the 

thanedom of Glendowachie, the Castle of Banff, 
with the hill and yards of the same, together with 
the office of Coroner within the Sheriffdom of 
Banff, also the Thane's net and the Craigshot 
salmon fishing beside Down, and ordains the Castle 
of Banff to be the principal messuage of the said 
Earldom. In 1636 the Earls of Rothes and King-
horn became vested in these rights in trust for the 

Earl of Buchan, and expede a charter, which 
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enumerates- 'Totas et integras villain et terras de 
Down cum omnibus suis tenementis, hortis, domi-
bus, edificiis, &c., cum omnibus suis priviledgiis ct 
libertatibus et cum omnibus piscationibus tam 
salmonum quam aliorum piscium et cum omnibus 
cymbi's piscariis infra dictam villam de Down 
presentibus et futuris cum omnibus suis custumis et 
priviledgiis ct cum omnibus molendinis, &c., quibus-
cunque.' 

A BURGH OF BARONY. 

These privileges were confirmed to James Erskine, 
Earl of Buchan, by charter of 8th February 1650. 
Soon after this time, viz., on 29th August 1662, the 
Earl of Buchan, with consent of the Earls of Rothes 
and Kinghorn, disposed the Castle of Banff to 
Robert Sharp, Sheriff Clerk of the County, but the 
barony of Glendowachie continued in the possession 
of the family until about the year 1733, when it was 
disponed by David, Earl of Buchan, to Lord Braco. 
The disposition and deed of homologation, of "date 
20th December 1734, registered in the books of 
Council and Session 17th November 1735, is stated 
in a memorial drawn up about 1782, when steps 
were being taken to have Macduff made into a burgh 
of barony to contain the following clause:—' All and 
haill the salmon fishing on the water of Doveron, 
commonly called the Thane's net, with the Assise 
Lax, and salmon fishings commonly called Craigshot 
at Down, with all and sundry other salmon fishings, 
as well in salt as in fresh water within the said 
water of Doveron, and by all the parts of both sides 
of the water with power and privilege of building 
and keeping up of sheals and drawing, spreading, 
and drying of nets on both sides of the said water, 
as also of catching of fish as well salmon as other-
fishes at all times and at all occasions with nets, 
boats, and all other instruments and machines not 
prohibited by the law of the land, containing also 
the town and lands of and burgh of barony of Down, 
with all tenements, houses, biggings, yards, acres, 
and crofts of the same within the territory or 
hounds thereof, with liberties, privileges, and other 
fishings belonging to the said town of Down pre-
sently existing or that shall happen for the future, 
with all the customs and privileges, milns, lands, 
multures, tofts, crofts, cuningars, parts, pendicles, 
and pertinents of the same.' 
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In reference to the above, I think it is very 
doubtful if the phrase ' burgh of barony ' as applied 
to Doune occurs in any contemporary official docu-
ment. although it is met with in the charter of 1783. 
One thing is certain, its present designation by 
virtue of tha t charter is ' burgh of barony.' Provosts 
of the burgh and others in a position as likely to 
have correct information have, strange to say, been 
in the habit of calling it a ' burgh of regality, ' and 
have even argued it came under the extraordinary 

designation of ' a burgh of barony and regality,' but 
it is a ' burgh of barony ' and neither more nor less. 
In fu r the r reference to the above, it may be re-
marked tha t towards the close of last century Lord 
Fife's ' doe r s ' submitted the following query to his 
lordship's law advisers—'Will this grant, with the 
other ancient grants, give Lord Fife a right of 
harbour and a power to exact the customs and tolls 
thereat. ' I am not aware what reply was received. 

Down or Macduff has made much progress during 
the last century and a half. In 1732 there were 
lint a few fishermen's houses on the spot, but by 
1791 the population had increased to 1000, tha t is 
nearly as large as Gardenstown or Whitehills are 
a t the present clay. The people moreover were 
poor, as may readily be imagined. The minister of 
the parish who was settled in 1732 records that a t 
tha t t ime there was not a watch in church except 
the laird's and the minister's. 

MACDUFF IN THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY. 

I have in my possession an old rental of Down of 
the year 1750 showing tha t there were then thirty-
four tenants paying a rent in money of £143 1s. 51/6d., 
in meal 96 bolls 1 firlot 1/2 peck, and in bere 53 bolls. 
The port had then but five boats and two yawls, each 
possessor of a boat ekeing out a livelihood by 
cultivating or attempting to cultivate one or two 
crofts. The more common names of tha t day were 
"Wilson, Shand, Paterson, West, Gill, Anderson, &c. 
The rent of the ground for a house in these days 
was but 3s. 4d., while for a boat and two crofts the 
rent was only £6. 

The policy Of Lord Macduff, afterwards Earl of 
Fife, was ever to encourage Down. On 23rd 
January 1762, his Lordship thus wrote from London 
to Provost Dirom of Banff:—' I am sensible of your 
being active in settling of Feus in Down. Pray do 
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all you can to keep it going on.' In 1766 he 
advanced money for encouraging the thread trade 
there, and in 1768 it is recorded ' t he harbour of 
Down is at present making out by the Earl of 
Fife.' 

A sort of harbour was constructed by 1770, for in 
that year the shore dues brought in 15 guineas, 
which seems however to have been a somewhat 
sanguine calculation on the part of the contractor 
for in the following year they brought in only £10. 
In 1778 they were let to John Sangster for £10, the 
money to be laid out in repairing and cleaning the 
harbour; but in 1786 they brought £20, in 1787 
£30, and in 1885 £1100. 

It is interesting to note the steps in the process of 
its erection into a burgh of barony ; and it is with 
this elevation of rank and its concurrent change of 
name that the era of progress to the burgh may be 
said practically to commence. 

' ERECTING' THE BURGH. 
A general impression prevails that towns and 

burghs ' just growed,' and that is all that can, or 
need, be said of them. I t would be much more 
satisfactory could we furnish a typical example of 
growth, and certain private papers, relating to 
Macduff, which we have lately perused enable us to 
do this with considerable detail. They show, 
moreover, that in the case of Macduff the obtaining 
of a charter was by no means a simple matter, and 
that only the determination and persistency of 
Earl Fife and his factor, Mr William Rose, 
enabled this to be successful. The proceedings 
commence in the year 1779 with a memorial, 
occupying 42 pages foolscap, anent the King's power 
of erecting burghs of barony, and how this was 
affected by the Jurisdiction Act, and how a 
dependent differed from an independent burgh of 
barony. The substance of the memorial may be 
given in a few words : Lord Fife applied to the 
Treasury Board to have his village erected into a 
free and independent burgh of barony. The 
petition was remitted to the Barons of Exchequer, 
and a signature in usual form was laid before the 
barons for their consideration. The barons 
demurred upon the matter, and entertained a 
doubt whether such a burgh of barony could be 
erected in consistency with the Jurisdiction Act, 

Ban
ffs

hir
e 

Fiel
d 

Club



To remove this doubt Lord Fife's counsel submitted 
certain considerations. He showed, inter alia, that 
there were three different kinds of free burghs : (1) 
Royal burghs, so called because they were erected 
by the King himself upon his own property, which 
they held directly of his majesty, and had the high 
privilege of being represented in Parliament in con-
sequence of this tenure ; (2) Such burghs of regality 
as though holding of the lord of erection had, by 
the singular bounty of their superior, or by purchase 
from him, acquired a free and independent right of 
government; (3) Free burghs of barony, which, in 
like manner, held of the baron, but in a similar 
manner had obtained a free and independent right 
of government and jurisdiction before the Union. 
Counsel added that , by the Articles of Union, the 
representation in Parliament was limited according 
to the distribution then made to the Royal Burghs 
t ha t then existed, but he did not know that the 
king could be restrained from erecting new Royal 
Burghs with all rights and privileges others have, 
except the representation in Parliament, but such 
erection could only be made upon the King's pro-
perty lands, if he had any property in Scotland. 
He showed, moreover, tha t the legislature en-
couraged burghs of barony, and that they gave no 
heritable jurisdiction injurious to the lieges. 

AN EARLY PLAN OF THE TOWN. 

Early in the following year, on 16th January 1780, 
Lord Fife writes to his factor ' to see if there is a 
possibility of erecting Doun into a borough of Royalty 
and to do what is necessary thereanent. ' On the 
17th May following, Mr Samuel Mitchelson, W.S., 
Edinburgh, agent for Lord Fife, wrote to Mr Rae, 
' I have been considering the memorial about erect-
ing the burgh of Doun into a free burgh. I observe 
there are both liferents and fees created on these 
lands and therefore they cannot be resigned by a 
procurator}- granted by Lord Fife alone without 
consent a t least of the fiars, which consent would 
put an end to their right of voting. I wish, there-
fore, to know if Lord Fife will choose to delay the 
matter till the election be over ? To this letter Mr 
Rose replied on 28th May, ' As to what you wrote 
about the votes on Doun, there is no fee upon the 
town and territory round it, except Leslie of Balna-
geith, who is upon the liferent in favours of Captain 
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William Duff, but as the Par l iament will be 
dissolved in all appearance soon, and a new election, 
it's better to defer till t ha t be over, bu t i t is propel' 
that on have everything ready. ' On 15th J u n e 
1781, Mr Rose sent Mr Mitchelson a sketch of the 
town, suburbs and lands set to feuars within the 
town agreeable to the descriptions already sent of 
the boundary Lord Fife wished to erect into a 
Royalty. From Limekilns, B to C, is 480 ells, t ha t 
goes to the westend of the town, from C to D is 492 
ells, and D is the eastmost house from the harbour 
to the southend, and P is 432 ells and thence to K 
is 624 ells. On receipt of this let ter on 18th June , 
Mr Mitchelson replied: I have yours with a sketch 
of the town of Doun, I am more apprehensive the 
Barons will not allow a Provost or any other 
privilege but what is contained in Lord Gardenston's 
signature, but I apprehend the first step to be taken 

is to get the procuratory of resignation executed by 
Lord Fife and Alexander Lesly. You may make a 
description of the lands upon the largest extent, 
and if the barons will not give the whole then we 
may limit it, but I am not so much afraid of the 
barons restricting the territory as their restricting 
the powers and privileges to be granted to the 
Borrow. The procuratory of resignation referred 
to was soon afterwards executed by James, Ear l 

Fife, with consent of Alexander Leslie of Balnageith 
for now infeftment. I t fills seven pages : ' W e 

resign . . . the town and lands of Down . . . 
as in charter to the Earl of Buchan of date 27tli 
February, 1726 . . . all and whole the town 
and lands of Down, formerly called the lands and 
barony of Down, with the white fishings thereto 
belonging, comprehending the burgh of barony of 
Down, haill fishboats . . . together with the 
harbour of Down, shore dues and whole customs.' 

THE OLD BOUNDARIES. 

The boundary is given as follows : ' On the sea 
towards the north the road leading from the bridge 
of Doveron past Gellymiln and mineral well of 
Tarlair a t the South, from the mineral well of 
the town of Tarlair to the mineral well a t the sea 
on the East, and from the said bridge of Doveron 
along the high road t o the Pamer Cove on the west,' 
another hand inserts : From the Bridge of 
Doveron along the High Road to the Palmer Cove, 
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from thence proceeding Eastward along the seaside 
till you come to the town of Down and from Down 
to the mineral well of Tarlair by the seaside, from 
thence southward to the town of Tarlair, and from 
thence westward along the high road leading past 
Gellymiln till you come to the said bridge of 
Doveron.' In the same year, 1781, Lord Fife 
petitioned the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's 
Treasury to unite and erect the town and lands of 
Down, formerly called the Barony of Down, with 
the feu-duties, white fishings, &c., comprehending 
the burgli of barony and seatown of Down ; also the 
town and lands of Bauds, Myrehouse, Deyhill, 
Barnhill, Gellymill, &c., into a barony to be called 
the barony of Down, and also to erect the village of 
Down into a Free burgh of barony with power to 
grant charters to the inhabitants and power 
to appoint a weekly market, also with 
power of harbour, shore, &c., duties, and power 
to hold an annual fair for black cattle, horses, 
sheep, cloth, and merchant goods for four days 
successively. The petition bears tha t the petitioner 
' has established a village upon said lands, and at a 
considerable expense built a harbour therein for the 
purpose of giving encouragement to trade, manu-
factures and industry. ' Mr Mitchelson wrote to 
Mr Rose on 18th August 1781: ' We must now sett 
about the erection of the Burgh of Down that 
everything may be prepared before the Exchequer 
Term in November. I wish my Lord would allow 
mo to employ my nephew, Andrew Anderson, to 
carry it through the Treasury. ' 

DOWNDUFF OR MACDUFF? 
On 26thAugust 1781, is the first reference to a change 

of the name of the town, when Lord Fife writes thus 
to Mr Rose : ' If I changed the name of Down I would 
alter it altogether, and call it Macduff, as if we were 
to say Down Duff, wits would explain it as knock-
ing Down my family. You may do in it as you 
incline, but, I think, if any change is made it should 
be Macduff, for, when I held tha t title, I worked 
more in the Harbour with my own hands than ever 
vou did in all your life.' Mr Mitchelson writes on 
Ì2th September 1781: ' I have delivered into 
Andrew Anderson's hands Lord Fife's Petition 
about the Burgh of Down, now to be called 
M'Duff's Town.' In the following year, 15th July, 
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he again writes to Mr R o s e : — ' I wrote you some 
time ago tha t it is necessary to have the lands of 
Down, &c., erected into a baroney in order t h a t 
M'Dufftown may, with propriety, be erected into a 
burgh of barony. I have now waited on Lord 
Gardenstown, who has studied the point more than 
anybody I know, and he is clearly of opinion t h a t 
the lands ought to be erected into a barony, and 
tha t a burgh of t ha t barony may be created with 
consistency. He also told me tha t he wanted much 
to have a Provost and two bailies ; bu t the barons 
would not agree to it. Possibly the present barons 
may not be so strict if my Lord chuses to t ry it. 
We shall make out the Signature with a provost, 
&c. Five days later Mr Mitchelson again wrote : 

I received yours with the Charter of Down, 1714. 
I think it is absolutely necessary to have a new 
procurator*- of resignation in terms of the 
Treasury warrant for the burgh of M'Duff . ' 

On 17th Ju ly 1782 Mr Mitchelson again wrote to 
Mr Rose :—' I do not th ink the old charter of the 

Barony of Down, which you are to send me by the 
Fly will answer for the disposition, 15th February 

1715, by Lord Cullen and Sir Archibald Grant to 
William Duff of Braco, as stated in your memorial 
of the 14th March 1780, does not dispone the 
Barony of Down, but only the lands of Cullen, 
Montbleaton, Down, Eden, and Fishery, and ac-
cordingly in all the title deeds, and in the procura-
tory 9th and 12th Ju ly 1781 they are only described 
the town and lands of Down, formerly called the 

Barony of Down, so I apprehend a new p r o c u r a t o r 
and a new erection into a barony are absolutely 
necessary.' Mr George Robinson, W.S. , Edin-
burgh, wrote on 29th July 1782 to Mr Rose, 
whether the following boundaries were particular 
enough, as ' description of the intended burgh of 
Barony of Down,' viz.—'From the Limekills to the 
well of Tarlair, keeping the stripe thereof to the 
road of Dryhill, going along tha t road till you come 
to the Law or Mount of Gookstane, in a line to said 
Limekills, having the sea on the north and north-
east.' A few days after , on 10th August, Mr 
Mitchelson wrote to Mr R o s e : — ' I send you the 
order of the Barons about the burgh of M'Duff . ' 
On 30th January Lord Fife wrote:—" I t is impos-
sible to get the signature about Down sooner than 
to-morrow. Lord Shilburn took it in his pocket 
this day from the Treasury. ' 
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CHRISTENING THE TOWN. 

The charter of erection was finally signed by the 
King at the Palace of St James, on 31st January 
1783, and on the following day Lord Fife wrote 
' I have got the signature signed and passed in the 
Treasury about Down. They did not delay a day. 
I send it to Edinburgh.' On 15th February Lord 
Fife wrote to Mr Rose :—' 'What a sad fellow you 
are, af ter leading me on with the Down signature, 
and my having much trouble in carrying it through, 
now you like a coward are afraid you shall not have 
ability and power enough to keep your city in order. 
I am quite of a different opinion, and flatter myself 
to see the place thrive under your auspices-
numbers increasing, trade and manufactures 
flourishing, and Provost Rose, greater than Dirom, 
carried . . . . in triumph . . . . with a 
magnificent skate spread over his shoulders. On 
31st Ju ly 1782 Mr Mitchelson, Edinburgh, wrote : 
—' The petition and warrant about the erection of 
the town of Macduff is appointed by the Barons of 
Exchequer to be intimated at the Parish Church 
door of Gamery and two adjacent parishes, lest the 
grant of shore dues, market and fairs, should be 
prejudicial to the interest of any other person. On 
10th August 1783, Lord Fife wrote thus from Mar 
Lodge to Mr Rose:—' If to-morrow is a good day I 
shall begin my deer shooting, so I think it is best to 
convey a few words to you this day. I would have 
you call a few friends and christen Down. Had I 
thought of it in time I would have desired your 
young son to have got the same name on the same 
day that the town is christened. I can afterwards 
have another day for founding the new pier and 
Macduff's Cross, which I intend just to build from 
the model in Sibbald's.' 

Five days later Lord Fife again wrote ' I think 
it is best, tha t you are Provost of Macduff, and 

you can settle anybody Bailie you please. I t will 
be right to think on several plans for encouraging 
the weekly anil annual market and shambles, and 
everything that can make the place thrive. I 
think the power of fire anil sword will always keep 
them in order. There is no Parliamentary election, 
and that is the ruin of principles and industry, so 
we will be free of that . ' I t may be here inter-
polated tha t several years later Mr Rose brought 
an action against Lord Fife in the Court of Session 
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and, in the course of his pleading, he s ta ted t h a t it 
was he t ha t ' concerted the plan of erecting Mac-
duff and its constitution. ' On 28th August 1783, 
Lord Fife thus wrote his factor : ' I really think 
something might be made of the herring fishing a t 
Macduff. I wish George Robinson would help 
something forward t h a t way. The Trustees should 
give aid. There is a number of heal thy, activc 
creatures in Macduff t h a t only want to be em-
ployed.' Steps were taken to encourage the market , 
and ill t ha t same year Mr Alex. Stronach, Knock, 
sub-factor, writes t ha t lie had employed the piper 
in Keith Market ' to make the intimation of M'Duff 
Mercats.' 

The following Memorandum by Lord Fife to Mr 
Rose, relative to making out information to be laid 

before the Directors of the British Fishings, is in-
structive. The date is 20th J a n u a r y 1787: ' A 
plan of the town of Macduff, as it now is with the 
usual dimensions of the feus and gardens. A de-
scription, along with the plan, of the lots of ground 
laid out for the accommodation of the different 

feuars, on which lots of land there is pu t a certain 
value by judicious men, rules to prevent monopoly, 
and tha t this extension might he defeated bv feuars 
taking more lots t han they have occasion for 
and so let them out on exorbitant profit, so as to 
defeat my intention of convenient and reasonable 
accommodation of ground for industrious and worthy 
families. Describe t h e salmon manufactory there, 
its extent and numbers t h a t are employed in it, the 
great improvement of curing the fish just as they are 
taken, in place of them lying as formerly on the 
boat exposed to sun and dir t , and then drawn in 
open carts eight miles for manufactory, also by the 
conveniency of the port, shipped a t the very "place 
where they are taken. State how very advantageous 
it would be to have the white fishing in the same 
way so as to encourage the white fishers to cure and 
export their fish dried and barrelled. At present, 
they are afraid of catching too many for fear of 
lowering the value of what they caii sell in the 
country for home consumption. S ta te the different 
individuals, weavers, rope-makers, tanners, &c., all 
in an infantine state bu t prospering. S ta te t ha t the 
only way to forward fishery trade and manufactures 
is by a Custom-house and making coals cheap, which 
at present is by restraint from distant Custom-liouse 
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exorbitant, expenses by that , and the horrid tax on 
dis tant coal, hostile almost to every good intention. 
S ta te t h a t the only possible way to make villages 
increase and fill with useful inhabitants is by feuing 
out the ground and allowing individuals to build 
houses according to the s tate of their funds or credit, 
and for the Society to give encouragement to pros-
per individuals who were carrying on the herring 
and white fishing, either by boats, nets, helping to 
bring people f rom proper places, to instruct t hem in 
catching or curing, or in any other way tha t may 
seem best to the Society. S ta te the expense of the 
Harbour already and what ye t to do, the number of 
ships employed and building. S ta te what was the 
number of inhabitants, when I began not above 30 
or 50, now betwixt 2000 and 3000, I mean including 
men, women and children, and those who come and 
go to the place—in a manner inhabitants. A few 
months later, on 16th Ju ly , Lord Fife again wro te : 
— ' I am anxious about setting u p a Fishing 
Company a t Macduff and I have subscribed ten 
shares to i t a t £25, regulations, &c., to be af terwards 
fixed by a major i ty of the subscribers. George 
Robinson, you, &c., mus t exert for this, and let us 
have some credit. ' 

In t h e year 1791 Mr Will iam Rose stated t h a t 
when he entered as factor, c. 1763, the rental of Down 
(Macduff) was of money £161 17s. 6d., of meal 96 
bolls 1 firlot=£47 2s. 9d., and of bear 53 bolls a t 
13s. 4 d . = £ 3 5 6s. 8d. In all £244 6s. 11d. When 
he lef t , c. 1790, the rental of the town of Macduff 
was of money £518 13s. 4d., feu duties £87 0s. 5d„ 
meal 32 bolls 2f. 2p. = £ 1 6 8s. 3d., seat rents £33 6s. 
8d. In all £655 6s. 9d. 

In tracing the early history of Macduff, one must 
be excused in a t tempt ing to find a parallel in the 
early history of other places, some, it may be, of 
less and some of greater importance. A burgh in 
the Mearns made its debut about the same time as 
Macduff under the auspices of one who was specially 
consulted regarding Macduff and who ultimately 
became a proprietor in the parish in which Macduff 
is si tuated, the well known Lord Gardenstone. 
The following are the lines in which a fr iendly hand 
celebrated the advent of Lord Gardenstone's burgh— 

Frae sma' beginning Rome o' auld 
Becam' a great Imperial city ; 

Twas peopled first, as we are tauld, 
By bankrupts, vagabonds, banditti. 
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Quo' Tammas, ' Then the day may come 
When Laurence Kirk shall equal Rome.' 

I t were ungracious to a t t e m p t to push the paral le 
to particulars. All t h a t we shall do is to furn ish a 
few notes to show wha t t radesmen, &c., established, 
or wished to establish, themselves in Macduff in 
these early days. About 1764 the factor notes :— 
' John Mearns, shipcarpenter, can be recommended 
as a fit and honest person to build ships and is 
desirous to sett le a t Down. H e can be found a t 
Howden Dry Docks, near Newcastle . By 1772 a t 
least, Down had a baker a l though the village ap-
pears to have been jus t a l i t t le too ambit ious in ex-
pecting such a workman thus early to set t le among 
them. Five boats in a fishing village was not in 
these days any more than in ours a na tu ra l con-
comitant of a baker, and i t is not therefore 
to be wondered at t ha t Pat r ick Bremner , t he baker 
of Down, on 6th December 1775, presented a peti-
tion to Lord Fife's factor, in which the following 
occurs You will, I 'm afra id , scarce credi t me, 
sir, when I inform you tha t , if it were not when my 

Lord'S baking happens to come in the way, i t would 
not be worth my while to hea t an oven for t h e 
town s change.' He sett led there , he adds, in 1772, 

when his Lordship, no doubt, t hough t i t might be 
a pret ty good se t t lement for me in my business, 
and a conveniency to t h e place, and I even was 
flattered with this hopes, and still believes it might 
answer the design, if others did not in ter fere in the 
way of my business, par t icular ly two women who 
sells bread here for the bakers of Banff , viz., Alex-
ander Shand's wife aud Archibald Gran t ' s relict. ' 
On 5th December 1772, J a m e s Cuming wrote to Mr 
Rose as follows :—' Sir, if i t were agreeable to you, 
notwithstanding I have set t led wi th Lord Garden-
stone to set t le at Laurencekirk, and have got very-
good encouragement from his Lordship for carry-
ing on my business in t h a t place, I would be will-
ing still to implement my first agreement wi th 
you.' [When he began a t Down in 1766 he was to 
get £100 sterling for seven years, f ree of interest , 
also a house and four looms, &c., and a f t e r the first 
seven years to get a tack of t he house and looms for 
other seven years a t a reasonable rent , and to pay 
4h per cent, for t h e £100 sterling.] On 10th De-
cember 1772, he writes : — ' 1 am willing to continew 
a few wivcrs in this place (Down) to work fine 
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cloth, as where I am going I would have a very 
good opportunity in selling it to private families.' 
On 15th February 1776 Cuming writes from Stone-
haven to Mr W. Rose:—'I have received a sum-
mons at your instance before the Court at Stone-
haven for the £100 sterling I received.' In his 
letter Cuming pleads that the prosecution be with-
drawn. At a later date George Jenkin. weaver, 
Huntly, wrote to Mr Rose :—'3rd May 1785, I was 
at M'Dufftown taking a view of it last week. 
I think the place would suit me, provided 
there was any encouragement.' On 23rd June 1774, 
Lord Fife wrote his factor:—' Pray mind about 
the poor Down people's wool. I wish much you 

could get some woolen manufacturers to settle there.' 
On 27th July 1782 Hugh Douglas, Banff, offered to 
settle in the town as a white-iron smith 'if his 
Lordship will advance me £12 stg. for one year, as I 
understand the Earl of Fife likes to encourage any 
new branch of business.' In the following month, 
the said Hugh, designated ' Vagrant,' applied to 
Lord Fife to settle in Down as a tin-plate worker. 
He is to give security for £12, and show his character. 
In the following year, when Macduff had now 
attained to the rank of a burgh of barony, there was 
a rush of tradesmen. On 4th March 1783, about 
three months before the charter of Macduff was 
registered, Lord Fife wrote his factor: ' I enclose 
the substance of some kind of advertisement you 
might think of about Down. Perhaps you will 
delay it till it changes it name. Do as you judge 
best. I wish some sailors would return with a little 
money, experience, and industry to push a little 
trade and manufacture there. We must, if the 
country prosper nnd peace continues, do our best.' 
Mr Alexander Russell of Aden wrote a letter to Mr 
Rose on 16th October 1783 recommending Peter 
Mitchell, who wished to settle at Macduff as a 
saddler. On 8th December 1783, John Sangster and 
James Shand, bailies of Macduff, thus addressed Mr 
Rose: 'Sir,—The bearer, James Kemp, is by 
occupation a barber and hairdresser, and wants to 
settle here. There is none here in that way of busi-
ness, and we think, if you approve of it, that he 
should settle here. He has a sufficient recommenda-
tion, which he will show you.' In the same year 
Alexander Barron settled in the town as a butcher. 
Lord Fife wrote his factor on 23rd July 1783: I wish 
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you would enquire about a good saddler. I think 
this Birnie would never do. I t would also be right 
to inform yourself about the proper way of building 
a small shambles, and gett ing some good man to sell 
a little liver for some time. I th ink also if any 
good man would settle in the victual way, i t would 
answer, and something might be done in the wine 
trade. I think Portsoy very very much on the 
decline. "When you come I must fix a day to 
christen our city. I wish a good carpenter could be 
got to settle a t Macduff. I could employ him in 
what I have to do in the House and any other thing 
I had to do.' 

In the same year, on 27th November, Robert 
Knight, Portsoy, proposes to Mr Rose to settle 
a t Macduff as a flax-dresser. The hardest task, how-
ever, was to secure a suitable doctor. Mr George 
Robinson, W.S. , Edinburgh, was deputed to this 
duty. In answer to Lord Fife he wro te : ' A sober, 
modest, single, man, of decent address would be, I 
imagine, what your lordship would like, neither too 
great, nor the contrary—an active surgeon—not a 
dignified doctor. If we are so lucky as find one of 
this stamp I am persuaded he'll not want patients. ' 
On 30th Ju ly 1783 Lord Fife wrote to his factor : ' I 
wish you could get some decent proper physician to 
set up at Macduff. I would give him something for 
servants and family, and he should take a small 
farm near. I am sure he could have good business 
if he was sober and active.' On 1st November 
1783 Mr G. Robinson again wrote to Lord Fife, 
this time recommending a Mr Wallace, surgeon 
at Pennicuik, an unmarried man, under 30 
years of age, with recommendations from Dr 
Hamilton as to ability, attention, and sobriety. 
On 22nd January 1788, Mr William Reaper, surgeon, 

Macduff, wrote to Lord Fife t h a t his encourage-
ment is so small that , without your Lordship's assist-
ance, it will be impossible for me to remain in 
Macduff. In the present situation of the country, 
I find the people in general are hardly able to pay 
for medicines, far less to afford anything for my 
own trouble.' He, therefore, requested a salary, 
and added, ' Since your Lordship mentioned to me 
the subject of inoculation, I have recommended it 
as much as I could, and hope that I may soon have 
some who will be willing to come to a practice found 
from experience to be attended with such beneficial 
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effects.' Mr Rose, factor to Lorcl Fife, thus ad-
dressed his Lordship on 24th Dec. 1786:—'"With 
the greatest thought have I ever attended to Mac-
duff. My time occupied elsewhere carries away my 
application distressful to myself ; my attachment to 
its prosperity is very close to my mind, and I regard 
the people, of whom I can say your Lordship never 
lost £20, tho' the casualties have increased £470 
annually. The Duke of Orleans presages the great-
est spirit for the wealth of his principality. I sec 
he takes weavers and manufacturers from all corners 
of the globe. W e want this—viz., a woollen and 
a cotton work and a distillery. Mr Craig tells 
me it must thrive, hut makes two preliminaries 
- g e t a Dutch distiller and raise rye. No crop 

can be more useful. He wants 30,000 bolls. 
In 1787 James Reid, Park, offered to settle a t Mac-
duff in the victual trade, if Lord Fife would build a 
granary to contain 900 or 1000 bolls of grain, for 
which he would pay rent. Reid also offered to con-
tract for a certain number of years for a couple of 
thousand bolls of victual, more or less, a t a com-
petent price. The factor replied that the arrange-
ment was precarious, and neither promised to grant 
a piece of land nor to build a granary. Lord Fife, 

he added, would however advance money at legal 
interest on good security. .James Reid replied:— 
' If such be the encouragement adventurers have to 
expect from his Lordship a t his new borough of 
Macduff, I shall wish them success.' Mr. G. Paull, 
on 16th January 1787, wrote wishing to settle a t 
Macduff. He states tha t he and his family were 
sent to Sutherland by the Countess of Sutherland 
to teach the people cotton spinning, and, as they 
have taught many of the best sort of people, so tha t 
they can carry on the work, they wish to leave, as 
they do not understand the language. His daughter 
learned cotton spinning in Glasgow, and they set up 
work in Edinburgh, first for Lady Glenorchy, where 
they taught many in her Ladyship's school, and 
then throughout the city, who continued to make 
great progress therein. Paull had been brought up 
in Auchinachy in Keith, and wished to remain in 
the north. Several communications passed in 1788 
between Wm. Sangster, Macduff, and certain fishers 
of Nairn, as to their settling in Macduff, but the 
Fishing Company at Macduff was then in a bad 
way, and the negotiations fell through. 
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Our country has witnessed few harder t imes than 
the period when Macduff emerged as a burgh. 
Here is an original ' petition of the Feuars and In-
habitants of Down to the Right Hon. the Ear l of 
F i f e ' humbly showing ' t h a t your petit ioners have 
been provided in meal f rom your Lordship's granary 
in Down through the winter and spring in as large 
quantities as the circumstances of the t imes would 
admit and a t a cheaper price than could have been 
obtained anywhere else. Bu t as the meal in your 
Lordship's granary is now exhausted and the neces-
sities of your petitioners and their families as urgent 
as ever, they are under the necessity of troubling 
your Lordship for a fu r the r supply of meal for their 
subsistence, and tha t they are unable to purchase 
grain to make into meal for themselves. ' There is 
another petition of about the same period ' to the 

Right Hon. Ear l Fife of the undersubscribers, fisher-
men, in Down—Humbly sheweth t h a t the peti-
tioners have the greatest "difficulty a t present and for 
some time past to procure meal of any sort for the 
subsistence of themselves and families, and have 
often travelled in the country a whole day with 
money in our pockets and could hardly procure a 
single peck. Your petitioners are therefore under 
the necessity of applying to your Lordship for some 
relief in the present scarcity, and hopes your Lord-
ship will grant such relief as to you shall seem pro-
per.' The petition is signed by families ef the name 
of West, Wilson, and Paterson. In March 1783, 

James Duncan, the sub-factor, writes t h a t he was dis-
posing of 100 pecks of meal weekly. Fisherie, and could 
not get it to part . One family, six in number, could 
only have a single peck on each of the two previous 
Saturdays. On 2nd Ju ly 1783, David Souter writes 
from Duff House tha t they had now got white pease 
milled, and tha t these were selling a t £11s. 6d. a bag. 
Four days later, he writes, t h a t they were ' milling 
oats and bere as fast as possible. The people of Down 
meet with a constant and plent iful supply. ' Lord 
Fife had a girnal a t Macduff as a t other centres 
on his estates. The oldest stone building recollected 
in Macduff was designated the girnal, and occupied 
the site of the present premises of Mr Allan, baker, 
on the Shore. I t bore the date 1623 was said to 
have been erected by the Earl of Caithness, and 
was demolished about 1861. In August 1782, there 
was shipped from the girnal of Down 360 bolls meal 
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of crop '81 for Inverness a t 12s. a boll. In 1784, 
there were sold 348 bolls meal out of the granary, 
and in 1787, the Trades of Banff received therefrom 
at their request 300 bolls of meal, they being then 
ill great want. Such recipients could scarcely, one 
would think, fail to be grateful in the circumstances, 
yet we read that on 2nd January 1790 the inhabi-
tants of Macduff were offered meal a t the same rate 
as Lord Fife was offered for his farms—18s. per 
boll—but they began mobbing, and it was not till 
the Volunteers were called out that they could be 
dispersed. 

Much of the life at Macduff, it need scarcely be 
said, has concentrated around its harbour. I t was 
originally contemplated that Cullen or Gamrie 
should be the port of the district, but several cir-
cumstances occurred in opposition to this view. On 
5th August 1771, Lord Fife wrote Mr Smeaton, who 
had previously been consulted regarding the harbour 
of Banff, as to his opinion of the harbour of Down. 
I t is stated—I know not if on reliable authority— 
that Lord Fife expended about this time £18,000 on 
the harbour. Mr James Anderson seems to have 
been employed on some official inquiry, for, on 4th 
August 1784, he wrote Lord Fife f rom ' Campbellton 
tha t he could not visit Macduff that season, having 
been so long detained on the Clyde. He adds: ' I 
am happy to hear that the fishers of Macduff are so 
active and industrious, and I shall do myself the 
pleasure of visiting them as soon as I can. Men of 
that description deserve to be encouraged,: and it 
shall be my study, as far as my small influence ex-
tends, to see that they obtain it. ' Towards the 
close of the previous year, Patrick Ogg, in Down, 
presented a petition to Earl Fife anent trying the 
herring fishing there. ' Humbly sheweth, that it lias 
been observed for several years past that annually in 
the summer season the seafaring men and others have 
observed the bay of Down swarming with herrings ; 
that it is a great loss to this place that such favour-
able opportunities for catching herrings here have 
been so long neglected, and that no attempts have 
as yet been made for so profitable an undertaking. 
That your Petitioner has been brought up in catch-
ing herrings for thirteen years, in the Caithness 
coast, has knowledge of that business, and can 
properly cure them, and make nets for that purpose, 
w h a t your Petitioner means is that your Lordship 
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may be pleased to afford your Peti t ioner a boat for 
tha t purpose, for which lie will pay the usual rent 
as other boats here. Tha t your Pet i t ioner will 
afford, on his own expense, nets proper for t h a t use, 
and find a crew also. May your Lordship, &c.— 
Patrick Ogg.' On 20th September 1785, J o h n Rose, 
Aberdeen, sent Lord Fife a long let ter of twelve 
pages foolscap on the fisheries. H o says :— 
' The once flourishing s ta te of the fisheries seems 
generally known, and the importance of the i r re-

establishment is universally allowed, bu t the proper 
manner thereof is not well understood. Your Lord-
ship's expression tha t you would grudge no trouble 
nor reasonable expense to promote it, and the 
general report of the country, t h a t several vessels 
are intended to be fitted out f rom Macduff and 
Banff the ensuing season, makes me suppose this is 
owing to your Lordship's influence. W e have no 
seamen fit to manage a fishing adventure a t sea, un-
less bred in the Dutch employ, or the English a t 

Yarmouth or Lowestoft, therefore they should be 
got from some of these places.' H e added tha t 
very good herring fishers, upon the t rue principle 
of fishing by the buss rope in the open sea, could be 
had at Lowestoft and Yarmouth , bu t they knew 
but little of cod fishing, therefore those from O s t e n d 
or Holland were preferable, as being bred to every 
branch. Thus suitable vessels could be employed 
the whole year round, wi thout going many leagues 
distant from the harbour of Macduff. Fas t sailing 
vessels should preferably be employed, with a 
supply of good nets, &c. 

A good idea of the s tate of the fishing in Macduff 
about a century ago is afforded in a Memorial of the 
Magistrates, feuars, and fishermen of the Burgh of 
Macduff to Earl Fife, of date 24th December 1784. 
The Memorial was apparent ly formulated by the 
Provost, his Lordship's factor, and is as follows : 
' We, finding t h a t Par l iament intends to give 
attention to the improvement of the Fisheries in 
Scotland, and seeing tha t there are gentlemen ap-
pointed to take surveys of the respective stations 
and situations of par ts which would answer the 
salutary purposes of this valuable branch, take this 
opportunity to lay before your Lordship this repre-
sentation. This place, now endowed under your 
Lordship's auspices with the privilege of a harbour, 
and the harbour nearly completed a t a great expense, 
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as well as the town erected into a free Burgh with 
certain privileges, becoming numerous in people and 
beginning to thrive in trade, is situated on the 
Murray Firth, the harbour well known to be com-
modious, capable to receive a ship at present of 140 
to 150 tons, and if the improvement goes on will be 
capable to receive any trader which comes into the 
Murray Firth. ' I t is well known that in storms 
many ships are saved when they cannot get in 
anywhere else or able to make out Cromarty. 
In spring tides and west winds, there is 12 
feet water and oftentimes more, though in 
ordinary times it does not exceed 10 feet. 
The town at present consists of seven boats and 
perhaps 30 or 40 yawls. In each boat there are six 
men, and to each yawl two men, generally composed 
of young lads and old men. Besides these, there 
are five large boats of ten tons, which are generally 
employed in carrying their fish to the Firth of Forth, 
going to the head of the Murray Firth and across 
the same with goods. These boats are also employed 
in summer going from 10 to 15 leagues from shore, 
catching skate, haddock, cod, and ling, where they 
continue as long as bait and weather permit. The 
common practice of the fishermen in the exercise of 
their employment is in the summer and always in 
winter plying the small boats of three tons, and they 
generally go out and return twice a day. They ply 
these boats a t the distance of 4 to 6 miles from shore, 
and in their so occupying these boats they catch upon 
an average daily 180 to 200 fishes of cod, ling, had-
docks, and whitings each man, and last summer and 
autumn rather more, and greater numbers than 
there are local markets to consume. For a t present 
they have on hand about 4000 to each hand, consist-
ing mostly of haddocks and greatly of cod and ling, 
besides over and above supplying the country. But, 
if they were to go 12 or Ì5 leagues, and having 
sloops' fitting for the business, with two boats to 
each sloop, and the sloop to consist of five men, 
besides six men for the boat, they would in the 
course of the week or ten days, if successful, load 
the vessel of 40 to 50 tons. The more proper season 
fit for this business would be from 1st of April to 
the end of June and afterwards they can be employed 
in the herring fishing, which would redound to equal 
advantage from 1st of July to the 1st of November 
or thereabout. No place is bettor situated for dry 
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clean rocks, nor bet ter adapted for the manufactory 
of the fishes. The oil of fish, even on the confined 
scale a t present, is of value, and it would be of 
great value if t h e fisheries were to be extended, as 
it sells for 2s. the gallon or 20s. the anchor. The 
materials used in the exercise of the fisheries a t 
present are for such fishes lines of hemp, small 
twist, made by themselves, each man having of 
these two lines, each line of 600 hooks, and each 
line is counted 500 fa thom long and upwards, and 
the bait used therefor is mussels, rock bait , such as 
buckies, limpets, crabs, lobsters, and sand-eels, of 
which there are abundance. The fishers do also 
daily use lines of a larger size for catching cod, ling, 
skate, and turbot, composed of hemp, manufactured 
by themselves, and each line 500 fa thom and up-
wards of length, having 80 hooks on each line, and 
each man two lines. The bai t for these are had-
docks, small cod, flounders, herrings, and gowdies, 
of which there is abundance. The herring fishing 
is not practised, but on this coast and opposite to 
the place, there are great shoals In the season, 
generally in Ju ly and August , and equally plent iful 
in December and Janua ry ; and in the neighbour-
hood and opposite side of the Fi r th , the business 
is carried on with great success, and numbers of red 
herring cured. Lobster and crab are also catched 
in plenty, but little value pu t on them. Lobster 
sell a t 1d., the greatest l1/2d., and crabs a t 1d. 
or 11/2d. the dozen or sometimes 2d. W h e n 
our fishers apply themselves to their boats of 
ten tons they are often in company with foreign 
fishers, Dutch or French, and this, as already ob-
served, is not above 14 leagues from shore and lies 
in 58° N., and the shipmasters report t ha t in going 
to Norway from Macduff they have dined a t home 
and been in company of 200 sail of French and 
Dutch fishers a t night betwixt the Skate Hole 58° N. 
and the south end of Holland, all within the limits 
of the Scots seas. Upon the whole no place is 
better situated for this valuable branch, not only 
for its harbour, its abundance of proper materials, 
and a prospect of success. I t would be a nursery 
for seamen, the employment would encourage them 
to stay at home, whereas in peace, want of em-
ployment forces many useful men to seek refuge in 
foreign parts. I t may be observed tha t last war 
this place furnished of volunteers and impressed 
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men to his Majesty's service twenty-six young men. 
and if the fisheries were encouraged they could soon 
afford triple numbers, as there is a numerous race 
yearly increasing. We likewise observe great 
quantities of salmon on the coast, but having no 
materials we could never at tempt the catching of 
them. In particular, there is often appearance of 
shoals of salmon in the summer time opposite to the 
river called Cullen, ' twixt Melrose and Cullen, on 
your Lordship's property. If any encouragement 
were extended, we would at tempt this branch 
also.' 

Pressing for the Navy (referred to above) and pri-
vateering caused great hardships to coast towns and 
villages towards the close of last century. Alexander 
Garden of Troup wrote thus on 8th Dec. 1776: 'The 
press to be sure is a most confounded hardship upon 
the poor fishermen, in fact a tax upon the proprietors 
of boats besides what they pay in common with the 
rest of the country. But as it would be still worse 
to have perhaps the whole young men pressed, I 
therefore think it prudent to make the best of a bad 
bargain. Last week, five of my men were got, and 
I believe delivered to Captain Wardlaw. I am told 
Lord Findlater's managers refuse to give any men, 
and threaten to prosecute the captain of 
the presses. But in any event this must 
be a more expensive operation than raising the 
men. On 15th Ju ly 1778, William Forsyth, sub-
factor, thus wrote Mr Rose, who was then in 
Edinburgh:—'Captain Kyd has been in Banff 
Harbour these several days past with his ship, 
pressing men from the coasting vessels. He dined 
here one day along with the officers of Lord Mac-
donald's Regiment, when my Lord took the oppor-
tuni ty of mentioning to him the People of Down's 
Protections, which he said he had powers to grant, 
and accordingly I went next day to Down and took 
the age, size, complexion, &c., of 24 of them, and 
this day have received from Mr Kyd Captain 
Napier's Protection for them. I picked all the 
young men, and named one as skipper and crews of 
four boats, and left out all the old men or those who 
were thought would not be molested, and if they 
were would be easier got off than a young man. 
They are a t last made easy and perfectly satisfied 
with a good ileal of trouble. Captain Kyd is 
demanding another man, but I believe were be to 
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pick what I left out I do not think they s tand great 
danger, so it would be idle to give him another . ' 

Next year we have another complaint on press-
ing:—George Hunte r writes Lord F i fe f rom Down 
10th May 1770 requesting his Lordship's help, as he 
had had an apprentice, Andrew West , taken by a press 
gang acting under Captain Napier f rom his (Hunter 's) 
sloop when landing a t Leith. Captain Napier asked 
the apprentice what employment he followed before 
he engaged. He answered he gathered bait for 

fishers, and ' t h a t word,' says Hunte r , ' i s like to 
give us trouble.' An interdict was obtained against 
Captain Napier carrying him out of the country till 
a trial should be held. The baptisms of Gamrie 
were examined as to his age, when it was found he 
was born 7th April 1760, ' which is one year too 
much.' "Whether he got off or no is not known, bu t 
it did not end the annoyance Macduff experienced 
from pressing, for in 1806 we find Patr ick Rose, 
Sheriff Clerk of Banff, writing George Robinson, 
W.S., Edinburgh, to get off a lad named M'Laren 
pressed from on board the Caledonia of Macduff. 

Of those who went f rom this parish to the wars, 
some fared ill and some well. I shall give an ex-
ample of each. Andrew Paterson writes from 
Down, 22nd February 1782, t ha t Widow Nicol in 

Gardenstown had got money raised to relieve her 
son, who was lying at St Malo in a French prison. 
Two of the crew were taken as ' ransomers, ' and the 
whole sum required was £100. ' The poor woman 
says that if the half would be accepted for her son 
she would roup her all, and raise t ha t sum to ob-
tain his release.' Thomas Wilson, Melrose, urges 
Mr Rose to use bis influence when in Edinburgh to 
effect the release, which appears to have been suc-
cessful, for, on 7th April 1782, Andrew Paterson, 
writing from Down, says :—' I received a let ter from 
my son acquainting me of the owner of the Priva-
teer at St Malos accepting of the £80 t h a t Sirs 
Nicol had raised for the release of her son, and 
mine is like to break his heart , as he is now to be 
left alone without any prospect of ever being re-
lieved. Our whole dependence is now on my Lord's 
[Lord Fife] and your [Mr Rose] humanity . ' 

Alexander Brodie fared better, for, on 11th March 
1796, he thus wrote his fa ther in Macduff f rom 
Table Bay : ' W e expect a great deal of prize money 
for the Cape, and the ships tha t were taken there, 

Ban
ffs

hir
e 

Fiel
d 

Club



25 

being five in number, loaded with coffee and sugar 
from Batavia, belonging to the Dutch, one of which 
I have the honour to command as prize-master, 
called the ship " Young Boniface." I have been on 
board this Dutch prize this four months, and expect 
I shall have the command of her home to England, 
as we expect that we shall go to England when the 
packet arrives.' All his expectations, however, do 
not seem to have been realized, for, writing in August 
of the following year, on board His Majesty's ship 
Ruby, six guns, lying at Chatham, he says ' there is 
promotion over my head every day for want of 
interest. ' In November 1798, he was on board His 
Majesty's ship America at Sheerness, and writes 
that he had called on General Innes a t Chatham 
with Provost Rose's recommendation, ' b u t little 
hopes of promotion. I am sorry to inform you that 
we have one of the worst captains in the navy to 
officers.' 

Quartering troops on the worthy inhabitants of 
Down or Macduff was a kindred matter that caused 
them no little annoyance. In 1778 the whole feuars 
drew up a petition against the practice, appending 
their signatures thereto. On 4th Dec. 1794, Provost 
M'Killigin of Banff writes—'There are such num-
bers of soldiers and recruits daily coming in, that it 
is impossible for this place to contain them. I wish 
you [Mr Rose] would send an immediate answer as 
to quartering part of them in Macduff.' 

Prior to the erection of the Burgh of Macduff, 
Lord Fife caused notices to be circulated, of which 
the following is a copy from the original in his own 
handwriting, showing his lordship in a very favour-
able and advanced l ight: ' Lord Fife having ad-
vertised two guineas to every seaman that volun-
tarily went from his estate on their entering the 
service with additional encouragement on their 
return, he now thinks it his duty, on the prospect of 
peace, to inform them that he is ready on their 
return to fulfil the engagements ho advertised, in 
giving them feus free of entry money and every 
possible encouragement, desiring they may bring 
with them a recommendation from their officers of 
their good conduct. His lordship is also desirous to 
give every encouragement to soldiers that went from 
his estate and return, either in accommodating them 
with farms or giving them preference as labourers, 
and also desires a proper recommendation from the 
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officers they served with, and satisfaction t h a t they 
are to conduct themselves wi th sobriety and in-
dustry. He never took any pa r t in the new levies 
fu r the r than to pledge himself t o protect his farmers 
from violence and oppression, and did it so 
effectually t h a t there was not a single complaint on 
any par t of his estate. ' 

Macduff shows to advantage in these early t imes 
in the mat te r of Volunteering. An Act of Parlia-
ment was passd in 1794 ' for the encouragement and 
disciplining of such corps or companies of men as 
shall voluntarily enroll themselves for the defence of 
their town or coasts, or for the general defcnce of the 
Kingdom during the present war. ' They were to 
receive pay a t the ra te of regular forces if called 
out for riots or if they marched out of their counties 
or towns in case of actual invasion or appearance 
of invasion. In Ju ly of t h a t very year 120 inhabi-
tants of Macduff enrolled themselves to support 
King, Lords, and Commons, and t.he laws as then 
established, to aid the King, Government, and Laws, 
and to suppress riots, tumults , &c. I am glad to 
say our friend the Provost has purchased the 
original parchment document, and intends to give 
it over to the burgh. I have pleasure in exhibiting 
the original parchment document with the signatures 
attached. A meeting of the loyal inhabi tants of 
Macduff anent raising a company of infant ry was 
held on 23rd and 24th March 1795, when 94 sub-
scribed as willing to join, on condition tha t they be 
furnished with firelocks and bayonets in place of 
pikes. The meeting directed the Provost to solicit 
Earl Fife as Lord-Lieutenant to obtain two small 
field pieces and 12 guns of from 12 to 18 pounders for the 
defence of the place and the coast around it. Such com-
panies of infantry consisted of 1 captain, 2 1ieutenants, 
3 sergeants, 3 corporals, 2 drummers, and 60 private 
men at least, one-third being armed with firelocks, 
the others to have pikes 8 feet long. They were 
required to assemble 2 days in each week to practise, 
pay to be allowed the officers, and the non-
commissioned officers and privates to have 1s. each 
per day for the days they are a t exercise, to have 
clothing given them by Government, and not to be 
removed more than 5 miles f rom home unless on 
appearance of invasion. Banff had two companies, 
viz., the Bat te ry Company and Captain Reid's 
Company. The Macduff Company, designated the 
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Loyal Macduff Volunteers, was enrolled on 24th 
March 1795. In 1797 the number on the roll was 
79. (An idea of their uniform may be formed from 
the following:—The hat cost, 5s.; feathers, 2s. 6d.; 
cockade, 6d.; a pair of shoe buckles, 6d.; 1 3/4 yards 
cloth for a coat, 14s.; 1/8 yard scarlet for cap and 
cuffs, 1s. 3d.; l 1/4 yards white cloth for vest and 
breeches, 10s.) The active service of these Volun-
teers is but a short record. I t is recorded, however, 
on 26th November 1796:—' Our Volunteers have 
not been oft out owing to the badness of the 
weather. We were, however, at the Battery Green 
and fired a feu-de-joie on the news of the capture 
of the Dutch Fleet, had the thanks of the Deputy-
lieutenants and a guinea and a half from Provost 
Robinson to drink. Early in the same year the 
Sheriff Depute of the County thanked them for 
suppressing the meal riots in the town. 

I shall make no attempt at present to give an 
account of the church or ministers of Macduff, but 
merely make one or two observations. In the latter 
half of last century, about 1768, ' a building in the 
School Brae, originally built as a residence for Mr 
Mellis, factor for the Earl of Fife, was converted 
into a chapel, latter^- used as a school, and now 
forms the dwelling-house of Mr John Gordon, 
carpenter.' This is now the oldest house in 
the burgh. In 1774, the stipend paid to Mr 
Peterkin, who came as minister of Down in 
1769, was £40 a year, and the salary of the 
schoolmaster was £5 a year. Seat rents were pay-
able at least as early as 1779, but they were not 
always paid, for in that year there were arrears due 
amounting to £2 5s. 4d„'including 10s. for the chairs 
of the loft. Lord Fife appears to have originally 
intended that the family mausoleum should be 
adjoining the Church of Macduff, and not in the 
policies of Duff House. On 22nd November 1790, 
he writes :—' I would build the aisle first at Macduff, 
and the church could come after. There will be a 
walk betwixt it and the church, so that they will be 
independent of each other.' I have in my posses-
sion a plan of the proposed building, of date 23rd 
March 1791, by Mr James Robertson, showing the 
body of the church, 60 feet by 30 feet, with steeple 
at one end and an octagonal building at the other, 
connected to the church by a door. The chapel 
formerly in use had a steeple, but it was of a less 
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pretentious character than the present one, as may 
be inferred from the following copy of a receipt :— 
'Down, 7th September 1772.—Received f rom the 
Managers of the Chappel of Ease in Down the sum 
of One Pound fifteen shillings sterling, as payment 
of our labours and expences in building a steeple to 
said Chappel, of which they and all concerned are 
hereby discharged by J o h n Corskie, Alexander 
Shand.' In May of the same year a collection was 
made throughout the village for money to purchase 
a bell and to defray communion expenses. The 
sum of £11 10s. 9d was collected, and a bell was 
purchased for £8 8s. The bell was founded by-
Hugh Gordon & Co., Aberdeen, and weighed about 
one cwt. The steeple and the bell occasioned not a 
l i t t le discord. The steeple was almost entirely 
built with bad halfpence, the Managers of the 
Chapel happening then to have a considerable stock 
in hand, the balance being advanced out of the box. 
The bell was hung in the steeple in August 1772, 
but some of the villagers wished to pull the steeple 
down as not being sufficient, and although the 
minister—the Rev. William Peterkin—opposed, 
Archibald Grant, lintdresser, and others took down 
the bell on 17th August 1772, and employed masons 
to take down the steeple and erect another, which 
was accordingly done in a few weeks. The bell was 
re-hung, but on 20th Janua ry 1773 again came down, 
on this occasion by a gale of wind. Next year the 
fishermen offered "to contribute 40s. to have a new 
bell, but harmony was with difficulty restored. 

I t seems curious to us in these days t ha t letters 
from the South for the Royal Burgh of Banff 
should be sent by sea to Macduff and thence to 
Banff ; but such was frequently the case; for ex-
ample, on 30th April 1785, Mr George Robinson, 
W.S. , Edinburgh, writes to the factor a t Duff 
House: ' I enclose you an inventory of papers I am 
sqnding by a Macduff ship presently lying at Leith, 
the postage of which would have been enormous.' 
So also, on 21st April 1788, Mr Alexander Davidson, 
Edinburgh, writes to the same : ' I send you, by a 
ship for Macduff, the papers in the political case 
against Pitlurg. ' I t will give us an idea of the 
comforts of the time to learn t ha t in 1783 there 
were only 57 persons in Down and Gamrie t ha t had 
houses of six or more windows. The laird of Troup 
had 66 windows in his house, but the next highest 
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was Mr James Wilson, who had 10 windows, and of 
the remainder of the 57 almost all had only six. 
The following letter shows us that the officials of 
the burgh were little less free from the chances of 
criticism in these early times than they are a t the 
present day. I t is addressed ' To the Hononrable 
Provost,' and begins thus : ' Macduff, Ju ly 16th, 
1791.—Sir,—We have had several meetings to see 
to get this place into some kind of regulations. I t 
grows worse and worse every day. We have the 
name of a Provost, who, if he does little evil, does 
certainly no good, every part of the police neglected, 
religion and education" abandoned, the very health 
of the inhabitants ruined with dirty streets and 
choked up filth, the Kirk—the House of God—has 
not been swept these many years, indeed, one can-
not worship God but they may be said to be 
covered with dust and ashes ; the very thane on the 
Kirk Steeple is laid down, and scarce a whole win-
dow in the house. . . . This is wrote by the 
desire of almost all the inhabitants of this place, 
&c.' [No signatures are appended.] 

The first person buried in the Churchyard of 
Macduff was Margaret Turnbull, who died in 1808 
in the 80th year of her age, having been a servant 
in the Fife family for 65 years. Several of the 
inhabitants are found buried at Banff, but the 
regular burying ground up to that date was a t 
Gardenstown, some six miles distant. The present 
church was built in 1805. 

Macduff acquired formal burghal privileges in 
1783, but it is well not to lose sight of the fact tha t 
John, Earl of Buchan, on 4th Ju ly 1528, received a 
charter erecting Doun (which was less extensive 
than the modern burgh) into a free burgh of barony, 
with power of electing bailies and other magistrates, 
power of having a market cross, holding a weekly 
market, &c. The original of tha t charter is in the 
possession of the Duke of Fife, and a copy of it I 
also happen to possess. 

The foregoing notes have been compiled from 
papers not in the possession of the burgh. I t 
remains now to add a few notes from the minutes of 
the meetings of the Town Council. The earliest 
volume commences on 3rd September 1783, when 
Mr William Rose was elected provost; Messrs John 
Sangster and James Shand, bailies; and Messrs 
George Hunter, James Bruce, Charles Allardyce, 
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and Alexander Leggat, councillors. On the day of 
election, Mr Rose tabled the charter of erection and 
the list of feuars, 134 in number, who then proceeded 
with the election. The charter had been previously 
intimated by tuck of drum and publicly read a f t e r 
divine service a t the Kirk and copies affixed a t the 
Kirk door and other public places of the town. The 
first business of the Council was to fix the date of 
the annual fair and to issue police regulations. The 
inhabitants were forbidden to th row dung, ware, or 
rubbish on the streets or lanes, to build peat stacks 
in the streets or lanes, the boys and others were 
forbidden to steal f ru i t and such like, carts were 
ordered to be marked and carters forbidden to ride 
on their carts in or near the town, and there was to 
bo no harbouring of vagrants and idle and s turdy 
beggars. The foot market was fixed t o stand on the 
Shore from James Cruickshank's to the Seatown and 
round the Shore Head, while the cat t le and horse 
market was to be on George Anderson's lot. In 

1786, it was ordered tha t all persons who had horses 
should work on the highways and roads one day 
in summer and three in au tumn, or pay 1s. 
for each horse in summer and 6d. in winter. 
But it was not horses alone t h a t were required to 
work on the roads, for, in 1795, the public meeting 
for the election of the Magistrates directed intima-

tion to be made ' f r o m the la t tern , ' calling all and 
sundry inhabitants, their children, servants and ap-
prentices, a t or above 16 years of age, t h a t reside in 
Dockywell Street and Tamary Street , to repair the 
highways, and begin their s ta tu te labour a t the 
salmon fold on Monday first, and a f te r three days' 
labour those in Pathyhi l l St reet to begin, and so on. 

In the year 1786 the Council fe l t the want of a 
store house, meal house, and shambles, and made a 
representation to the Earl Fife thereanent . They also 
soon began to feel the want of funds to carry on the 
public administration, and in 1792 voluntarily 
assessed themselves to the extent of £24, of which 
Lord Fife contributed £10. In 1805, the cess was 
£15; 1832, £40; 1838, £50; and 1841, £60. In 1794, 
the Magistrates and Town Council took the oppor-
tunity in congratulating Lord Fife on his appoint-
ment as Lord Lieutenant of the County, ' to declare 
our firm and steady a t tachment to the Govern-
ment. . . . W e engage ourselves to defend our 
gracious and auspicious sovereign f rom all inimical 
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attacks whatever, and to support the constitution 
at the expense of our lives and fortunes 
There are no persons in this burgh anyways con-
nected with that set of men who have the presump-
tion to style themselves the "Fr iends of the 
People," but which we think more properly ought 
to be called " The Pests of Society." . . . The 
greater par t of the young men here, being bred to 
the sea, is presently either on board the fleets fighting 
the battles of their country, or employed in foreign 
commerce, so that a t present there is not a single 
ship belonging to the town in port. ' 

The following was the oath taken by the Macduff 
Loyal Volunteers in open court, in presence of Bailie 
Sangster, on 12th May 1795:—'We volunteers 
present do hereby engage to be true and fa i th fu l to 
his Majesty, and him defend to the utmost of our 
power, and obey his authority, and the authority of 
his officers, all in terms of plan No. 2. So help me 
God.' Seventy-nine volunteers took the aforesaid 
oath. 

We have seen the difficulties the inhabitants of 
Macduff had in subsisting in the great famine of 
1782-3. Another very pinching time came in the 
early months of 1796. The Council found tha t there 
were 1011 inhabitants in the burgh, and that , includ-
ing young children and others, 240 would not require 
meal below the market price. The Council proposed 
purchasing 400 bolls meal out of Lord Fife's granary 
in the town by subscriptions to make up to his 
Lordship the difference between 16s. a boll and his 
merchant's price (half of which difference his Lord-
ship remitted), and to distribute weekly 42 bolls to 
the 771 persons requiring it a t the ra te of 1s. per 
peck. Alexander Smith, in Pitgair, and James Gor-
don, merchant, in Banff, offered to furnish 200 bolls 
at 16s. a boll ' fo r the laborious and industrious 
people of the town of Macduff only.' In 1798, the 
Council contemplated various improvements. The 
inhabitants had long suffered from the want 
of a proper weekly market, and they wished 
to secure as a stance for that purpose the 
Church green, and to erect thereon a meal-
house, and shambles, and a small shed for weighing 
butter and cheese, and for shelter to persons frequent-
ing the market. The magistrates were authorised 
to apply to Lord Fife for that ground, and about 
ten days thereafter estimates were made for the 
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erection of shambles, market houses, &c., a t a total 
cost of £83. Police regulations again received the 
attention of the magistrates, for, in 1805, many 
complaints were made to the magistrates t h a t many 
of the inhabitants were in the practice of laying 
down ashes, &c., on the streets, and throwing flirty 
water and other nuisances out a t their windows and 
street doors. The magistrates directed all such prac-
tices to cease, bu t it was not t i l l 1812 tha t two 
' scaffengers' were appointed for the first t ime. In 
1810 the inhabitants found themselves in great want 
of water. The magistrates, in order to supply this 
want and to have the benefit of the mineral well 
beside .James Shand's feu, authorised James Shand, 
mason, to build a cistern over the well. I t is noted in 
the same year, as regards the new well in Main Street, 
tha t the key-stone or flag t h a t covers the top of 
the well is five feet f rom the wall of George Ander-
son's feu, i.e., William Innes's smiddy door.' I t 
was next resolved t h a t the water from the 
Meadow or Mineral Wel l near the Square was 
to be brought into a reservoir for the good 
of the inhabitants a t large, t h a t it be brought 
in lead pipes from the said reservoir to the second 
cross-street, and be drawn f rom a small cistern 
there. The sum of £51 was expended on the Den 
Well and £24 on the Meadow Well . I t was re-
solved in 1810 to erect a cistern near the Dockyard. 
Efforts were again made in 1831 to obtain a suitable 
supply of water, for it is recorded t h a t the Town 
Council, owing chiefly to the expense of bringing 
water into the town, found claims against them 
amounting to £145, to meet which they had only 
£63. About 1840, water again entailed a good deal 
of expense, and in 1882 a supply was obtained a t a 
cost of £4000. The magistrates were careful to look 
after the interests of the burghers accord-
ing to their light. In 1810 it was en-
acted tha t ' all t he inhabitants or feuars 
who shall employ tradesmen out of the burgh to 
execute jobbs within the Magistrates' jurisdiction 
shall be liable to pay the sum of 5s. sterling to the 
town's funds for each jobb a t and above £5 stg.' 
Next year they fixed and ordained the price and 
assize of b r e a d : — ' T h e penny loaf, wheaten, is to 
weigh 5 oz. 9 dr. The penny" loaf, household, is to 
weigh 6 oz. The twopenny loaf, wheaten, 11 oz. 
1 dr.: the twopenny loaf, household, 12 oz. All 
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wheaten bread to be marked with a large Roman W, 
the household bread with a large Roman H and the 
initials of the baker's name.' In 1812, James Greig. 
hirer, was fined 10s. 6d. for quartering sturdy 
beggars and vagrants; but tha t did not cure the 
evil, for a few years afterwards, in 1817, the town's 
officers were appointed to search the town at nights 
a t least twice every week, ' as the town had been 
infested for sometime past by a banditti of people 
of suspicious appearance, who are harboured by the 
inhabitants, much to the disquietude and hurt of the 
peace of individuals.' In 1835, the Town Council al-
lowed £7 for the suppression of begging and vagrancy. 
In 1796, the Town Council had before them a copy 
of the Act ' for raising a certain number of men for 
the service of his Majesty's Army and Navy,' and 
willing to promote the speedy manning thereof as 
far as in their power, directed a list to be made out 
of all the inhabited houses in the town, with the 
rents thereof, to assess the sum required by said 
Act. Advertisements were ordered to be promulgated 
at the churches of Gamrie and Macduff, offering a 
large bounty to any able-bodied man who should 
come forward and enrol himself as a Volunteer for 
the burgh. Again in 1812, the Council considered a 
letter from the Lord Advocate of Scotland to the 
Lord-Lieutenant of Banffshire respecting the raising 
of a quota of seamen for his Majesty's service. 
Those in the seafaring line were exhorted to exert 
their abilities for raising such seamen to keep off an 
impress. In tha t year meal went up very high, and 
the Magistrates were glad to accept the offer 
of John Rennie, merchant, Macduff, of 100 bolls 
meal a t 28s. sterling per boll. The feuars attended 
regularly every year, not only to elect magistrates, 
but also to clear the Treasurer's Accounts and to 
impose assessments. In the year 1818, the Council 
succeeded in obtaining from Government a loan of 
£7000 stg., for the use of the burgh, and, m 
particular, for building an additional pier to the 
harbour and otherwise extending and improving the 
same, the loan to be repayable in instalments of £350 
annually. Security for the loan was given by 
the customs, &c. " In the same year the Town 
Council passed a vote of thanks to Earl Fife 
for his 'unparalleled support and provision for 
the poor' as also for his donation of an 
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eight-day clock to the town. I n 1821 Macduff sub-
scribed £100 towards t h e expense of making the 
turnpike road f rom Banff and Macduff towards 
Fraserburgh and Peterhead, called the Buchan 
turnpike, and in 1823, on t h e application of the 
Head Court of Banff, the Council passed a vote of 
£5 to the fund for maintaining t h e Bridge of Banff. 
Lamps were gif ted by ' t he noble super ior ' to the 
town, and were set up in 1827. A few years there-
af ter a supply of water landed t h e town in debt, and 
in 1831 ' as oil has become extremoly dear, the Town 
Council resolve not to l ight t h e town's lamps this 
season, but to observe t h e strictest economy till t he 
town shall he out of debt . ' Four years later the 
Macduff Gas Company was proposed, and in 1836 
the Company proposed to light t h e streets wi th gas. 
Next year we find the number of gas lamps in the 
town was fifty. 

In 1832, the town purchased f rom the S t James ' s 
Lodge of Free Masons for £231 the i r property con-
sisting of 21 roods Scots bounded on the north by 
the street along the Shore, &c. Here a fine Town 
House has now been erected. A public meeting 
was held in Macduff on 14th J a n u a r y 1834, to pro-
test against the junction of the burghs of Macduff 
and Banf f : (1) as Macduff would be deprived of its 
liberal constitution ; (2) Banff had a great d e b t ; (3) 
from their discontiguity ; (4) Macduff holds of a 
superior to whom the harbour and port exclusively 
belong. I t was resolved to embody these grounds 
of protest in a memorial to be presented to the 
Burgh Commissioners. In 1830, ' the Town Council 
protest against M'Duff being deprived of a Provost, 
as in the proposed Municipal Bill for regulating the 
Burghs of Scotland. They feel i t as a kind of de-
gration, having always, in common, wi th t h e other 
communities in Scotland similarly si tuated, been 
accustomed to associate wi th this funct ionary no 
ordinary degree of respectability and efficiency. In 
1839, the burgh of Macduff keeping pace with the 
other enlightened burghs of Scotland petit ioned 
both Houses of Par l iament for a uniform 
penny postage. In 1840, an improvement was about 
to take place, for in t h a t year i t was resolved to 
erect a slaughter house a t the seaside, and to divide 
the shamble house in t h e market place into stalls 
for the fleshers. Hi the r to Macduff had been strik-
ingly unlike other burghs in one respect, viz., in 
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receiving bequests, but, in 1845, it was intimated 
that Mr John Bruce, senior, by his Testament 
dated 3rd Feb. 1841, bequeathed to the Magistrates 
of Macduff £50 as a nucleus of a Coal Fund for the 
poor of Macduff. At a meeting held on 1st Dec. 
1847, the feuars attend tha t they, along with the 
Town Council, approve of a recommendation of the 
Magistrates of Banff, regarding funeral customs, 
that no refreshments be provided to the company, 
&c. The meeting approved of reducing the number 
of public inns and spirit shops within Macduff in 
order to avoid drunkenness and dissipation, and the 
Magistrates pledged themselves there should be no 
new excise license or transfer granted by them for 
some time, but the Magistrates (it was added) are, 
it must be remembered, only a small portion of the 
County Justices. On 15th September 1852 a meet-
ing was held of the Magistrates and Town Council, 
together witli parties connected with the shipping 
of the port. The latter unanimously agreed tha t 
the harbour was a t present in a very inefficient state 
and very unsafe, not only for vessels, but even for 
fishing boats. Upwards of £260 damage had been 
done to vessels in the harbour the previous three 
days. The meeting resolved to intimate the above 
facts to Mr Mortimer, factor for the trustees of the 
late James Earl of Fife, and to urge upon him the 
necessity for immediate attention being directed to 
the matter. On 5th November 1852 the Town 
Council directed that the town bell be rung as 
formerly a t 6 a.m., as well as a t 9 p.m., and in the 
following week a public meeting was held of occu-
piers of dwelling-houses, &c., of the annual value of 
£10, who resolved tha t it was absolutely necessary 
for the health as well as the comfort of the inhabit-
ants that measures should be taken for haying tile 
streets regularly cleansed, as is customary in other 
towns. The meeting requested the Magistrates to 
adopt tiie General Police Act, which was accordingly 
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A P P E N D I X A. 

Copia cartae Erectionis et Novodamus Jacobi 
Comitis Fife Baroniae de Macduff aliorum-
que 1783. 

GEORGIUS Dei gratia Magnae Bri tanniae Franciae 
et Hiberniae rex fidei defensor Omnibus probis 
hominibus totius terrae suae clericis et laicis 
salutem Sciatis nos dedisse . . . Jacobo Comiti 
Fife . . . Totas et integras villain e t ter ras de 
Down nuncupat. Baroniam de Down cum albis 
piscationibus aliisque ad easdem pert inen. compre-
hended Burgum Baroniae e t villam mar i t imam de 
Down singulas cymbas piscarias l i t tora e t anchor-
agium ad easdem spectan.' ac et iam villam et terras 
de Bauds Myrehouse Graystonefold Overhil l villam 
et terras de Deybill Barnhl l l Auldalehouse et 
Gellyhill et Gellymill e t molendinum ejusdem 
terras molendinarias mul turas lie sucken sequelas 
ejusdem et privilegia decimas magnas e t parvas e t 
pertinent, diet, t e r ra rum jacen. in t ra Parochiam de 
Gamery et vicecomitat. de Banff . . . Quinetiam 
Nos considerantes diet. Jacobum Comitem Fife 
villain erexisse villam de Down vocat. sed nunc et 

in omni tempore fu tu ro villam de Macduff vocand. 
super dict, terras commercia manufac tures et indus-
triam promovendi grat ia ad quas bonas fines per-
ficiendas velle et desiderare dict, villam hactenus 
aedificat. seu postea aedificand. in t ra metas et 
limites postea specificat. erigend. I N L I B E R U M E T 
I N D E P E N D E N S B U R G U M B A R O N I A E . . . 
nunc et in omni tempore f u t u r o Baroniam de Mac-
duff vocand. et damus concedimus et cominittimus 
dicto Jacobo Comiti F i fe ejus praedict. sub exceptio-
nibus e t reservationibus infrascript . plenam potes-
tatem libertatem privilegium et jurisdictionem 
liberae Baroniae intra terminos dict, ter rarum 
et particulariter ei ejusque prasdict. potestatem 

deligendi faciendi creandi e t constituendi Baroniae 
balivos et alios officiarios curiae qui balivi habebunt 
potestatem tenendi Baroniae curias et exercendi 
omnem jurisdictionem legibus competentem sed ex 
baronia per tenorem praesentium erecto excepto 
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semper territorio infra descript. burgi de Macduff 
erecto in liberum et independens burgum baroniae 
in modo infrascript. super quod burgum potestates 
privilegia et jurisdictiones liberae baroniae dict. 

Jacobo Comiti Fife ejusque praedict. concess. per 
tenorem praesentium in aliis terris et subjectis dis-
posit. nullo modo extenden. ae Nos cum avisamento 
et consensu praedict. ereximus et per tenorem prae-
sentium erigimus dict, villam de Down nunc et in 
omni tempore futuro vocand. Macduff hiactenus 
aedificat. aut postea oedificand. super dict, terras 
antea disposit. intra speciales terminos et limites 
infra script, in lingua vernacula, viz.:—From the 
Limekilns to the well of Tarlair keeping the stripe 
thereof to the road of Dyehill going along that road 
till you come to the lower mount of Goakstane in a 
line to the said Limekilns having the sea in the 
north and north east parts . . . cum plena 
potestate et privilegio dict, burgi burgensibus eligere 
magistratus suos et conciliarios ad exercendum 
omnem jurisdictionem legibus debitam et rogularem 
administrationem talis publici boni qualis dict, 
communitati pertinere aut competere possit in 
omni tempore futuro Quinetiam ad meliorem ad-
ministrationem et politiam dict, burgi Baroniae per 
has praesentes declaratur quod magistratus erunt 

unus Praepositus et duo Balivi qui habebunt solitam 
et legalem jurisdictionem et quod adminis t ra te 
ullius publici boni quod burgo pertinere possit 
committend. est quatuor conciliariis conjunctim 
cum diet, praeposito et duobus balivis quorum tres 
facient collegium lie a quorum cum potestate dict, 
praeposito balivis et conciliariis et eorum quorum 
condere tales leges privatas et regulationes quae 
eonsentaneae sunt publicis legibus liujus regni 
et quae promovoant stabilitatem et preservationem 
regiminis et progressum et prosperitatem burgi et 
quod omnes incolae intra territorium burgi antea 
descript. legitimae aetatis et liabentes feudum vel 
centum annorum locationem domus et terrae horto-
lariae habebunt jus burgensium et jus suffragii in 
electionibus et eligi possint magistratus aut con-
ciliarii sed sub provisionibus sequen. viz. Quod 
nemo habebit jus suffragii in electionibus aut 
eligetur Balivus etiamsi habeat t i tulum praedict. 
qui non est residens burgensis E t quod prima electio 
fiet primo Mercurii die mensis Septembris proximi 

ad horam undecimam ante meridiem et omnes 
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electiones fu tu r ae tr iennales s int super primo die 
Mercurii mensis Septembris ad dict, horam sicut 
in dict, pr ima electione . . . R E D D E N D O 
annuat im dict. Jacobus Comes Fi fe ejusque predict , 
nobis nostrisque regiis successoribus . . . sum-
mam unius denarii monetae Scotiae apud terminum 
Pentecostes annuat im super solo dict, t e r ra rum 
nomine albae firmae si pe ta tu r t a n t u m in vice 
taxatae wardae divoriarum " . . . 
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APPENDIX B. 

Summary of Charter of Erection, 1783. 

THE King grants to James, Earl Fife, and his heirs 
the town and lands of Down, with white fishings, 
fishing boats, shores, and anchorage thereof, also 
the lands of Bauds, Myrehouse, &c., which lands, 
with certain other lands, were by Royal Charter, 
30th April 1712, in favour of Sir Thomas Grant, 

erected into a free barony called the Barony of 
Downhall. The said Earl having erected D o w n -
hereafter to be called Macduff—on said lands with 
a view of promoting commerce, manufactures, and 
industry, and he now wishing these lands erected 
into a free and independent burgh of barony, the 
king disjoins said lands from all baronies and re-
galities, whereof the same had formed part , and 
erects them into a free barony, to be called the 
barony of Macduff, granting to the said Earl juris-
diction over said barony with power of making 
baron bailies and other officers of court, and of 
holding barony courts. The boundaries of the 
burgh to extend ' f rom the Limekilns, &c. [See 
Appendix A.] The burgesses to have power to 
elect magistrates and councillors with the usual 
jurisdiction, these magistrates to consist of a. 
provost and two bailies, and that the administra-
tion of any public good which may belong to the 
burgh be committed to four councillors conjointly 
with the provost and two bailies, of whom three 
shall form a quorum, with power to the said pro-
vost, bailies, and councillors to make such laws and 
regulations as may consist with the laws- of the 
realm and may promote stability and the pre-
servation of order, and the progress and prosperity 
of the burgh. All the inhabitants within the said 
territory of the burgh, being of legal ago and having 
a feu or lease of 100 years of a house and garden 
ground, shall have the rights of burgesses and of 
voting a t elections, and can be elected magistrates 
or councillors, with the proviso tha t no one shall 
have the r ight of voting at elections or of being 
elected bailie who is non-resident. All elections to 
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take place on the first Wednesday of September, a 
weekly market t o be held on Thursdays, and one 
f ree market yearly in October for three successive 
days. The magistrates and councillors to have the 
duties of said weekly markets and fa i rs for public 
purposes. Signed a t the Palace of S t James , 31st 
J a n u a r y 1783, and registered 16th J u n e 1783. 
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