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FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 1894. 

M E E T I N G AT BANFF. 

THE annual meeting of the Banff Field Club was 
held on Friday evening in the Town and County 
Club. 

Mr Alex. W . Farquhar , M.A., headmaster, 
Bracoden Public School, president of the Club, 
occupied the chair. 

There was an unusually good attendance of 
members. 

The secretary, Mr John Yeats, M.A., read a 
let ter of apology for absence from Mr Ramsay, 
Earlhill . 

TREASURER'S REPORT. 
The treasurer, Mr G. M. Hossack, Sheriff-clerk, sub-

mitted his annual financial statement for the year. I t 
showed that the cash in hand at the date of last account 
was £51 16s. 3d., and that the amount of members' sub-
scriptions was £19 2s. 6d.—making a total income of 
£70 18s. 9d. The cash in hand at the end of the year 
was £50 16s. 6d.; and the Club's outlays had been as 
follows:—To subscription for testimonial to Mr Wallace, 
Inverness, £2 2s.; to subscription to Banff Museum, 
£10; to Banffshire Journal for printing, £2 10s. 6d.; to 
postages, stationery, and calling meetings, £1 6s. 5d.; to 
year book of Societies, 6s.; rent of hall, 15s.; transactions 
Of joint meetings and carriage, £2 12s. 5d.; paid Mr 
Brown for collecting subscriptions, 10s. 

Mr HOSSACK stated that the arrears of subscriptions 
outstanding amounted to £15 10s. 

On the motion of the chairman, the report, which was 
considered highly favourable, was adopted 

THE BANFF TRADES HALL. 
Mr HAIG, chief-constable, gave notice of motion that 

the treasurer and secretary of the club be authorised to 
make inquiries as to renovating the lozenge-shaped 
coats of arms on the outside of the Trades Hall in Low 
Street. Mr Haig suggested that the club should ask 
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the proprietrix of the building to renovate the coats-of-
arms, or expend a pound or two in the work itself. 

Mr HOSSACK said that some of those present would be 
old enough to recollect when these medallions refer red 
to by Mr Haig, which were a t each end of the hall , used 
to have scrolls done in blue and gold, of all the incor-
porated trades. He did not believe tha t the proprietr ix, 
Miss Matheson, would object to the club doing anyth ing 
to improve the coats-of-arms. 

SECRETARY'S REPORT. 
Mr YEATS then submitted his report, which was as 

follows:— 
In presenting the fourteenth annual report, I could 

have wished that the history of the Club for the past 
year had afforded more materials to work on. ' The 
nation that has no annals may be blessed.' Bu t I a m 
afraid the proverb does not hold good when applied to 
a Field Club : and the secretary who has to wr i te the 
annual report of a club with ' no annals ' has r a the r a 
difficult part to play. Now, we are not a l together in 
the position of having no annals ; but there is no use 
denying the fact that , from one cause or another , t h e 
past year has been decidedly the most uneventful in the 
Club's existence. Since last annual meeting, we have 
had only two ordinary meetings, and no excursion. 
Moreover, there has been no joint meeting of the 
Northern Association of Literary and Scientific Societies, 
though, in this connection, it may be right to s t a t e t h a t 
during the year the reports of the joint meetings a t 
Inverness and Elgin have both been published, and 
contain a great deal that is both interesting and 
instructive. Our own transactions continue to be a 
good deal enquired after. There has been qui te a 
number of requests for copies of individual papers by 
persons interested in the subjects on which they t rea t . 
I have also been asked to bring before the Club requests 
by the librarians of both the University and Free 
Libraries of Aberdeen to be put on the list of those who 
receive copies of our Transactions. The papers for the 
year have been printed in full. They are on strict ly 
local subjects, and will form a valuable addition to t h e 
stock of local lore preserved in our records. 
In these times of agricultural, commercial, and all 
sorts of depression, it is pleasant to have to record 
that financially the Club is in a flourishing con-
dition. We have given a donation of £10 to the Banff 
Museum, and two guineas to the testimonial to Mr 
Wallace; and our funds are within £1 of what they were 
at this time last year. With the single exception of 
1882, when Mr Horne made a special effort to raise 
funds to procure additional cases for the museum, the 
amount of subscriptions this year—£19 2s 6d.—will 
compare favourably with those of any year since the 
commencement of the Club. From the amount of sub-
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