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the proprietrix of the building to renovate the coats-of-
arms, or expend a pound or two in the work itself. 

Mr HOSSACK said that some of those present would be 
old enough to recollect when these medallions refer red 
to by Mr Haig, which were a t each end of the hall , used 
to have scrolls done in blue and gold, of all the incor-
porated trades. He did not believe tha t the proprietr ix, 
Miss Matheson, would object to the club doing anyth ing 
to improve the coats-of-arms. 

SECRETARY'S REPORT. 
Mr YEATS then submitted his report, which was as 

follows:— 
In presenting the fourteenth annual report, I could 

have wished that the history of the Club for the past 
year had afforded more materials to work on. ' The 
nation that has no annals may be blessed.' Bu t I a m 
afraid the proverb does not hold good when applied to 
a Field Club : and the secretary who has to wr i te the 
annual report of a club with ' no annals ' has r a the r a 
difficult part to play. Now, we are not a l together in 
the position of having no annals ; but there is no use 
denying the fact that , from one cause or another , t h e 
past year has been decidedly the most uneventful in the 
Club's existence. Since last annual meeting, we have 
had only two ordinary meetings, and no excursion. 
Moreover, there has been no joint meeting of the 
Northern Association of Literary and Scientific Societies, 
though, in this connection, it may be right to s t a t e t h a t 
during the year the reports of the joint meetings a t 
Inverness and Elgin have both been published, and 
contain a great deal that is both interesting and 
instructive. Our own transactions continue to be a 
good deal enquired after. There has been qui te a 
number of requests for copies of individual papers by 
persons interested in the subjects on which they t rea t . 
I have also been asked to bring before the Club requests 
by the librarians of both the University and Free 
Libraries of Aberdeen to be put on the list of those who 
receive copies of our Transactions. The papers for the 
year have been printed in full. They are on strict ly 
local subjects, and will form a valuable addition to t h e 
stock of local lore preserved in our records. 
In these times of agricultural, commercial, and all 
sorts of depression, it is pleasant to have to record 
that financially the Club is in a flourishing con-
dition. We have given a donation of £10 to the Banff 
Museum, and two guineas to the testimonial to Mr 
Wallace; and our funds are within £1 of what they were 
at this time last year. With the single exception of 
1882, when Mr Horne made a special effort to raise 
funds to procure additional cases for the museum, the 
amount of subscriptions this year—£19 2s 6d.—will 
compare favourably with those of any year since the 
commencement of the Club. From the amount of sub-Ban
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scriptions collected, i t will be readily inferred t ha t the 
membership of the Club is being well maintained, parti-
cularly if we keep in view t h a t the secretary's list is 
a lways considerably larger than the treasurer's. For 
the first t ime, t he country members threaten to out-
number the town's members—a s ta te of mat ters which 
i t is to be hoped will not be allowed to continue. On 
the whole, though in some respects this year has been 
one of depression, there is no need for despair. We 
have sti l l a large number of able members, and the 
mater ia ls to work on are very far from being exhausted. 

The report was unanimously adopted on the motion of 
the Chairman 

T H E POPULATION Ol' GAMRIE. 

The Chairman then read an extremely interesting 
paper, ent i t led, ' F i f ty Years of the Population of 
Gamrie—1841-1891,' as follows:— 

The news of the day before yesterday is stale to-day ; 
t he events of las t week are now considered ancient his-
tory. I do not need, therefore, to apologise to the 
members of an ant iquar ian society when I ask them to 
look back with me for fifty or a hundred years to see 
the progress t ha t one of our parishes has made in 
population during t h a t period. An institution tha t had 
not come into being a t the beginning of our period has 
been established, has gone through i ts various stages of 
enthusias t ic hope, of grim disappointment, and of u t ter 
indifference, and is now on the very point of extinction. 
A reincarnation of it, with all the improvements that 
the wisdom of the country can suggest, is about to ap-
pear, and the t ime seems appropriate for a short notice 
of our position. Probably the money point of view 
should have been selected—probably i t should—but the 
population came more conveniently to my hand. 

T H E TABLES OF FIGURES. 
Had I had the abili ty or the t ime I might have chosen 

the county as my theme, but that was beyond my 
power; and I leave t ha t as the work of a larger head 
than mine. I t was a comparatively simple mat te r to 
get the figures and part iculars about al l the parish 
except the Burgh of Macduff, bu t no one tha t I applied 
to seemed to have a note of the figures of the successive 
decades. However, I have done my best, and I ask you 
to accept them as nearly correct about Macduff, and 
t rue for the rest of t he parish. 

I t is not pleasant to listen to long strings of figures, 
and, therefore, I have put these in the form of an 
appendix, t h a t yon may have them for reference when 
required. You will see t ha t you have not merely the 
figures for the whole parish, bu t also for the ecclesias-
tical divisions. The town and village populations are 
kept distinct from the purely landward, and the present 
County Council divisions (which are also the proposed 
Parish Council divisions) are likewise separately 

Ban
ffs

hir
e 

Fiel
d 

Club


