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scriptions collected, i t will be readily inferred t ha t the 
membership of the Club is being well maintained, parti-
cularly if we keep in view t h a t the secretary's list is 
a lways considerably larger than the treasurer's. For 
the first t ime, t he country members threaten to out-
number the town's members—a s ta te of mat ters which 
i t is to be hoped will not be allowed to continue. On 
the whole, though in some respects this year has been 
one of depression, there is no need for despair. We 
have sti l l a large number of able members, and the 
mater ia ls to work on are very far from being exhausted. 

The report was unanimously adopted on the motion of 
the Chairman 

T H E POPULATION Ol' GAMRIE. 

The Chairman then read an extremely interesting 
paper, ent i t led, ' F i f ty Years of the Population of 
Gamrie—1841-1891,' as follows:— 

The news of the day before yesterday is stale to-day ; 
t he events of las t week are now considered ancient his-
tory. I do not need, therefore, to apologise to the 
members of an ant iquar ian society when I ask them to 
look back with me for fifty or a hundred years to see 
the progress t ha t one of our parishes has made in 
population during t h a t period. An institution tha t had 
not come into being a t the beginning of our period has 
been established, has gone through i ts various stages of 
enthusias t ic hope, of grim disappointment, and of u t ter 
indifference, and is now on the very point of extinction. 
A reincarnation of it, with all the improvements that 
the wisdom of the country can suggest, is about to ap-
pear, and the t ime seems appropriate for a short notice 
of our position. Probably the money point of view 
should have been selected—probably i t should—but the 
population came more conveniently to my hand. 

T H E TABLES OF FIGURES. 
Had I had the abili ty or the t ime I might have chosen 

the county as my theme, but that was beyond my 
power; and I leave t ha t as the work of a larger head 
than mine. I t was a comparatively simple mat te r to 
get the figures and part iculars about al l the parish 
except the Burgh of Macduff, bu t no one tha t I applied 
to seemed to have a note of the figures of the successive 
decades. However, I have done my best, and I ask you 
to accept them as nearly correct about Macduff, and 
t rue for the rest of t he parish. 

I t is not pleasant to listen to long strings of figures, 
and, therefore, I have put these in the form of an 
appendix, t h a t yon may have them for reference when 
required. You will see t ha t you have not merely the 
figures for the whole parish, bu t also for the ecclesias-
tical divisions. The town and village populations are 
kept distinct from the purely landward, and the present 
County Council divisions (which are also the proposed 
Parish Council divisions) are likewise separately 
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recorded. Gamrie is unique, I believe, in having two 
Inspectors of Poor, each independent in his own distr ict , 
and I had once intended to allocate the population to 
suit their divisions, but the work would have been very 
great, and the usefulness would have been insignificant 
compared with the labour. 

POPULATION OK GAMRIE. 
The Statistical Account states that in 1732 the popula-

tion of Gamrie was 1000, and that in 1791, i t had increased 
about 87 per cent., and was close upon 3000. Detai ls 
are not given for 1732, but in 1791 the burgh of Macduff 
had about 1000, Gardenstown about 300, Crovie abou t 
100, and the purely landward part about 1600 inhabi-
tants. At the first part of our period, viz., in 1841, 
Macduff had increased to 223S, Gardenstown to 348, 
Crovie to 164, and the purely landward to 2010. At the 
end of our period, viz., 1891, Macduff had 3707, Gardens-
town, 1113; Crovie, 298; and the purely landward portion 
1816 inhabitants. In the towns, the census re tu rns 
require correction, and, if this be applied, Macduff will 
have 3748; Gardenstown, 1177 ; and Crovie 330 of a 
population. 

GARDENSTOWN AND MACDUFF. 
These figures are dry, but they are suggestive. Let 

us consider them. About 1791, the circumstances of 
Macduff and of Gardenstown were fairly similar. Both 
had smacks and fishing boats suitable to their condi-
tion ; both had enterprising men in their m i d s t ; and 
both had good and liberal-minded proprietors. Macduff 
had the better harbour, and, as i t had only shortly 
before come to the full dignity of its burghship, the 
christening water was still probably causing youthful 
enthusiasm. Beyond these, I know of no special 
advantages that it had. The proprietors of Macduff, 
I doubt not, continued their fostering care of the 
burgh, and I balance that by the interest t h a t the 
successive proprietors of Troup took in the well-
being of Gardenstown. They took a personal interest 
in the affairs of the fishermen, and it is a well-known 
fact that about 1810 one of them sent some of the 
Gamrie fishermen to the Firth of Forth, to learn the 
method of fishing for herrings practised there. Af te r 
they had learned it, he furnished them with a boat and 
nets, and divided the profits with them. My informant 
was the son of the skipper of that boat, and he was a 
boy at the time that it happened. He was a very 
intelligent eld man, and was quite clear on the subject. 
Well, nere are two places, situated pretty much the 
same, and yet, during the fifty years from 1791 to 1841, 
one of them, Macduff, increased by about 124 per cent. , 
the other, Gardenstown, by only 16 per cent. This is 
wonderful, yes, and the wonder grows. During tho 
next fifty years, Macduff had all the advantages. 
I ts harbour continued superior to the Gardens-
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town one; its industries were continued and new 
ones s tar ted; and, above all, it got in touch with 
the railway system of the kingdom. Gardenstown 
had nothing but the fishing industry to depend on ; it 
was seven or eight miles from the railway; and, though 
it got a large sum of money spent on its harbour, the 
results were disappointing rather than advantageous. 
In these circumstances should we not expect the com-
parison to be unfavourable? So it is—for Macduff. 
Macduff, during these fifty years, increased 66, or (if we 
take the corrected census for 1891) 67 per cent; during 
the same period Gardenstown, with all its disadvantages, 
increased 220, or (again taking the corrected returns) 
238 per cent. There may be a perfectly good reason for 
this difference in the progress of the two places in the 
two periods. At first sight it seems simply inexplicable. 

Is there a natural law prohibiting the increase of both 
places at once? The two periods seem to point to that, 
and, strangely enough, in the last fifty years there is 
only one decade, during which, Gardenstown did not 
advance a t a rapid rate, and that decade was the only 
one wherein Macduff made any fairprogress. Probably, 
during the first period, Macduff went the pace at too 
rapid a rate, and over expanded. Having rested for the 
past half century with the exception of that one little 
spurt, it may now be prepared to begin a second course 
of expansion and prosperity. Gardenstown, again, may 
have expended its energies iu its past efforts, and may 
need to rest on its oars for the next half century, while 
Macduff goes on its progressive career. 

CROVIE. 

Crovie will not compare with Macduff and Gardens-
town. Though it has lately got a small landing pier, it 
cannot be said to have a harbour, and on the land side 
it has only a next-to-impassable outlet. Nevertheless, 
it increased more rapidly than Gardenstown during the 
first period, and made a good advance during the first 
twenty years of the second period. Since then its pro-
gress has been checked, though the census returns do not 
showit. Looking at them, Crovie seems to have increased 
about thirty-two per cent, since 1861; but in reality it has 
increased only about eleven percent. About one-fourth 
of its inhabitants were absent in 1861, and only about 
one-tenth in 1891. I t cannot increase t i l l the high 
grounds around it be levelled, or the fishermen take to 
building on the upper terraces. A railway might do 
something for the village, but Crovie is too confined by 
the surrounding hills to ever develop to any extent. At 
present, we doubt, it has reached the high water mark 
of its population, and must rest content to remain a 
small but enterprising village. 

LANDWARD PORTION. 

The purely landward portion has this peculiarity, that 
it does not contain a village or hamlet from end to end. 
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I t is thus interesting as giving a pure test for or against 
the depopulation of the country district. The writer of 
the Statistical Account of Gamrie states that great 
encouragement was given to the increase of the popula-
tion in his time by the landlords. They subdivided 
larger farms, were favourable to the reclamation of 
waste lands, and they did much to introduce improved 
methods of cultivation. The result was that in our first 
period the population increased by about 25 per cent. 
The increase went on for other twenty years, and 
reached its highest point in the census of 1861. Pro-
bably, about then, a contrary policy began to be 
pursued by the proprietors. The wish for larger farms 
sprang up; scientific agriculture became the rage; and 
implement work became more common. Proprietors 
must go with the times, and, when they discovered tha t 
they were being sneered at because they were retarding 
the progress of agriculture, they gave way. They were 
perhaps the more ready to do this, as they likely enough 
calculated on having less expenditure on one large stead-
ing than on two or three smaller ones, and were more 
likely to be sure of their rents from a man of capital 
than from a man of very limited means. The pendulum 
has swung round now, and the cry is all for a return of 
the blessed days when the large farmer was not, and 
the country was dotted with crofters in every direction. 
The whirligig of time has his revenge. But to return to 
our sheep. The landward population of Gamrie has 
decreased from 1841 to 1891 by rather less than 10 per 
cent. If we remember that it increased for the first 
twenty years of the period, we shall not be a t all 
astonished to find that it has decreased since 1861 by 
about 20 per cent. There has been no great change 
for the last hundred years, the present land-
ward population being only about 13 per cent, 
above what it was in the year 1791. Then the 
population of the landward portion exceeded 
the combined population of the burgh and the 
two villages; now it does not much exceed a third of 
the same combination. I should not be a bit surprised 
to find that in a great many cases of the so-called great 
exodus of the country population it is the relative pro-
portion of the country people to the town and village 
communities that is enormously altered, much rather 
than that the country districts have a smaller population 
now than they had a hundred years ago. Be that as it 
may, the population of Gamrie has not decreased in the 
past fifty years more than can be accounted for 
by the changed conditions of fanning during the 
period. The larger farmer has his binder, and the 
small farmer and the crofter his reaping machine, 
and all have much improved implements and appliances 
to lessen the manual labour on the farm or croft. 
Locomotive threshing machines come and do in a very 
brief space of time now what it formerly took frequently 
recurring and exhausting labour to accomplish. 
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Traction engines bring coal and manures to the farmer's 
door and take away liis grain. These and other such 
aids set free the ordinary farm servant to attend to 
work that must be done without the assistance of out-
side appliances. Consider again that, in an old 
settled country like ours, profitable reclamation must 
reach its limit; and that changed circumstances 
may cause land to need fewer hands by being 
laid down in grass, or allowed to return to its 
natural state, and we shall not wonder though our 
agricultural population decreases by 10 per cent, 
in fifty years, or even by 20 per cent, in thirty 
years. Agriculture is not played out ; never can be 
played out. And I doubt not, when some member of 
this Field Club, writing at a time when Parish Councils 
are in a moribund condition, and are about to be 
replaced by some new and improved organisation, looks 
back over the period we are now looking forward to, he 
will be able to record an advance along the whole line, 
and to give the credit to the wisdom of our Councils, 
the liberal policy of our landlords, the daring of our 
fishermen, the enterprise of our traders and merchants, 
and the skill and dogged perseverance of our agricul-
turists, who know no difficulties but to surmount them. 

POPULATION OF GAMRIE, 1841—1891. 

I. In Ecclesiastical Divisions, 
(a) Whole Divisions (Census Returns). 

1841. 1851. 1801. 1871. 1881. 1891. 
Gamrie, 1479 1681 1721 1646 1486 1334 
Gardenstown, 559 677 772 1002 1157 1451 
Macduff 2722 3039 3588 3906 4095 4149 

Whole Parish, 4760 5297 6081 6554 6738 6934 
(6) Landward Portion (Census Returns). 

Gamrie, 1479 1681 1721 1646 1486 1334 
Gardenstown, 47 37 39 35 33 40 
Macduff, 484 519 526 503 454 442 

2010 2137 2286 2184 1973 1816 
II. The Burgh and the Villages. 

(a) Census Returns. 
Macduff, 2238 2520 3062 3403 3641 3707 
Gardenstown, 348 449 507 717 806 1113 
Crovie, 164 191 226 250 258 298 

Total 2760 3160 3795 4370 4765 5118 
(b) Corrected Population (so far as could be got). 

Macduff 2238 2520 3073 3410 3641 3748 
Gardenstown, 348 479 552 703 993 1177 
Crovie, 164 214 298 319 320 330 

2750 3213 3923 4492 4954 5255 
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Mr ALEX. GREIG, Sandlaw, proposed a hearty vote 
of thanks to Mr Farquhar for his admirable paper, and 
for his services as President of the Club during the past 
year. 

ELECTION OF O F F I C E - B E A R E R S . 
The CHAIRMAN briefly acknowledged the vote of 

thanks, and concluded with nominating Dr Barclay, 
Banff, as his successor in the chair. 

The motion was agreed to unanimously. 
Mr GREIG moved the appointment of Vice-Presidents 

as follows:—The Rev. John Milne, LL.D., King-Edward; 
the Rev. W. S. Bruce, Banff; the Very Rev. AEneas 
Chisholm, Blairs College; the Rev. George Sutherland, 
Portsoy; and Messrs Alexander Ramsay, Banff; James 
Spence, Peterhead; Wm. Cramond, LL.D., Cullen; 
John Runcieman, Auchmill; Sheriff Grant, Banff; and 
Mr Farquhar, Bracoden. 

The motion was agreed to; as was also a motion by 
Mr Haig, that the treasurer, Mr Hossack, the secretary, 
Mr John Yeats, M.A., and the assistant secretary, Mr 
W. Simpson, be re-elected. 

Mr JAMES GRANT, LL.B., solicitor, moved the election 
of Provost Smith, Banff; Mr Alex. Greig, Sandlaw- Mr 
James S. Findlater, Banff; Mr James F. Grant, M.A., 
Banff; and Mr John Garden, Banff, as members of 
Council. 

Mr YEATS moved the appointment of the following 
gentlemen as local secretaries orcorresponding members 
—the Rev. George Sutherland, Portsoy; the Rev. Alex. 
Bremner, Fyvie; and Messrs James Lawson, Huntly-
John Macdonald, Buckie; Wm. Cramond, LL.D., Cullen : 

and John Runcieman, Auchmill. 
On the motion of the Chairman, Rev. Dr Gregor, 

Pitsligo, and Mr Alex. Greig, Sandlaw, were elected 
delegates to the Northern Association of Literary and 
Scientific Societies. 

All the motions were agreed to ; and the meeting 
ended with a vote of thanks to the Chairman for 
presiding. 

III. County Council Divisions. 
(Parish Council Wards.) 

(a) Census Returns. 
1841. 1851. 1861. 1871. 1881. 1891. 

Gamrie, 1963 2100 2247 2149 1946 1776 
Gardenstown, 559 677 772 1002 1157 1451 
Macduff (2 wards), 2238 2520 3062 3403 3641 3707 

Total, . . 4760 5297 6081 6554 6738 6934 
(6) Corrected Population (so far as could be got). 

Gamne 1963 2100 2247 2149 1940 1776 
Gardenstown, 559 710 889 1117 1346 1547 
Macduff (2 wards), 2238 2520 3073 3410 3641 3748 

Total, . . 4760 5330 6209 6676 6927 7071 
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