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A GAMRIE FARMER'S MONEY TRANSACTIONS, 
1 7 6 0 - 1 7 6 9 . 

The two MS. volumes now laid before this meet-
ing came some years ago into the possession of Mr 
Forbes, Macduff, and are well worthy of perusal, as 
reflecting in various respects the life of a Gamrie 
crofter in the middle of last century. One volume 
is a day-book of 87 pages, commencing on 12th Aug. 
1760, and continuing with regulari ty u p to 24th 
April 1769. The other volume is larger, consisting 
of 146 pages, somewhat of the na tu re of a ledger, 
and extending from 1771 to 1781, bu t is a volume of 
comparatively little interest. The name of the 
small farmer does not appear in his account books, 
but from internal evidence it was probably Ross, 
and he was in all likelihood also the t reasurer or 
clerk to the kirk-session of Gamrie. An examina-
tion of the kirk-session records of t h a t t ime would, 
no doubt, reveal the undoubted name of t he writer , 
as well as the name of his fa rm or croft . The 
accounts, it may be explained, are all kept in ster-
ling money, and a few extracts theref rom cannot 
but be profitable as counteracting ideas t ha t are be-
coming too largely prevalent. 

Pricc of Farm Stock. 
In 1761, sheep cost f rom 2s. 6d. to 3s. each, and 

a cow from £2 to £3. In 1763, Dr Saunders, Banff, 
purchased from this farmer sixteen sheep and seven 
lambs for £2 9s. A few years later, a horse cost 
£4 4s. 

Price of Farm Produce. 
About 1762, bear was 2s. a haddish ; pease, 6s. a 

peck ; potatoes, 4s. 4d. a peck ; beans, 8s. a bo l l : 
rye grass seed, 2s. 6d. a bushel; lint seed, 3s. a 
peck ; and 20 winlins of pease straw were sold for 
3d. But ter was 7d. a lb. in 1779. The price of 
meal varied. I t was 8s. a boll in 1780. 

A Farmer's Working Expenses. 

At the beginning of this period a manservant 's 
fee varied from 12s. to 15s., a female servant 's half-
year 's fee was 1s. 8d., and a man servant 's winter 
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fee was 5s. A hook cost 6d.. and a pair of harvest 
gloves l 1/2d. Late in September or early in October 
we find entries such as this—'To Alexander Reid 
for playing at claick, 7 1/2d.' A hired labourer 
received 4d. a day. A pair of muck creels cost 

1s. 6d., but a pair could sometimes be picked up at 
a roup for 2d. 'Two pair currocks in Hillhead's 
market, 1s. 6d.' 'Pair of ware creels, 1s. 3d.' One 
pair currocks and three muzells, 1s.' ' Two pair of 
ware creels in Strathbogie's market, 2s. 1 1/2d. The 
smith scarcely ever appears in these accounts, but 
in 1765 Walter Milne was paid 4s. for ' making a 
culter and sock, a bridle, a fly band, hesp and nails 
to a new plough, and making and putting on 
four shoes on two horses.' John Duncan in Balchers 
received 19s. for cart wheels. Lime cost about 7d. 
a boll, peats 6d. a load, and Scots coals 10d. a barrel. 
The farm limekiln was heated with peats, and lat-
terly with coals. Fir tethers cost 6d. each, and 
thirty stings could be had for 1s. 2d. Ropes were 
also bought from the new roparee. From our 
farmer's position in the Church, he could not coun-
tenance smuggling, so he honourably pays ' for 
excise of malt 4s. 6d.' and such like sums from time 
to time. He seems to have been well up-to-date as 
a farmer, for in 1767 he is found paying to Balchers 
the sum of £1 10s. l0d. for 18 lb. red clover, 12 lb. 
white do., 2 1/2 bushels ryegrass, and 1 1/2 pecks 
lintseed. His rent, which he paid to Mr 
Cuming, was about £12 a year. Turnips 
and potatoes were then little cultivated in 
the open fields, and Ross seems to have acted as a 
sort of market gardener. He went to Banff in June, 
1761, and bought an ounce of turnip seed for 2d., 
and on such occasions he carefully notes that the 
fraught at Banff ferry—that was before the erection 
of the bridge—was 1d. In 1764, he invested in 
Banff in one ounce of early turnips, one ounce of 
onions, one ounce of parsnips, and half an ounce of 
parsley. These items, with the boat fraught, 
involved him in an outlay of 9 1/2d. In due course 
we find him selling kale at 2d. per 100, potatoes at 
5d. a peck, turnips at 3d. a peck, and in these and 
such-like produce he did a considerable trade among 
his neighbours. On 3rd August, 1764, we find him 
paying 3s. to John Barber for hoeing potatoes, and 
in September he sells a bed of onions to Isobel 
Porter for 4d. 
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Household Expenses. 

Six table knives cost the fa rmer 2s. 8d., and 
several years later he purchased a dozen china cups 
and flats a t Portsoy for 14s. A dozen and a half 
pewter spoons cost 1s.; a peck of salt, 8d.; and a 
' p i g ' to hold the salt, 4d. The window tax cost 
him 1s. per annum, and on one occasion he had to 
expend 1s. 5 1/2d. on four ' l o sens ' of glass, a ' l ob of 
pottie, ' and a band. "Whisky seldom appears in t h e 
accounts—a mutchkin cost 4d.; tea only appears 
once, when four ounces were purchased for 1s., bu t 
there are occasional entries of loaf sugar a t 9d. a 
pound. Soap was not a burdensome i tem in t h e 
farmer's account ; for example, he purchased half a 
pound for 4d. on 8th February 1766. H e requires 
no more till 7th April, when a 1/4 lb. is bought, and 
this lasts till 10th Ju ly , when the f i m i l y bill 
mounts to 9d. for ' f i sh and treacle and soap, ' 
since when he seems to have used no other . 
Entr ies such as these also occur — Starch, 1 1/2d. ; 
indigo and pins, 8d. ; gingerbread (sometimes 
to himself), 1d.; treacle, soap, and brimstone, 3 1/2d. 
As regards light, 10 lb. rushes were got for l0d ; a 
pound of candle for 7d., and a mutchkin oil for t h e 
lamp, 4d. Speldings were cheap in those days. 
Ten dozen could be had in 1766 for half-a-crown, 
and in 1762 ten dozen haddocks in Down cost 2s. 

William Cumine comes and ' h e l p s ' t he household 
clock for 2d. or Mr Bannerman in Banff is got to 
mend it for 8s. Family affairs sometimes involved 
the household in expenses, for example, the mid-
wife a t his son James ' christening received 6d., Dr 
Saunders, Banff, received Is. 6d. for prescribing for 
a patient, with (6d. additional for a box of cough 
pills. Then liquorice and gingerbread were brought 
to the youngsters from Banff about New Year t ime, 
varied by salts, senna leaves, and t h e Mothers ' 
Catechism. Johnnie is evidently the hope of t h e 
family, and he sometimes gets a knife costing 2 1/2d. or 
a 6d. ticket for a watch to be raffled, and when he gets 
older he is t reated to a shilling a t S t John ' s Fair , 
on 7th January , or allowed 1s. 8d. ' t o see the 
Comedians,' or to please him on Old New Year 's 
Day his fa ther gives 6d. ' t o the guisars in th i s 
land. ' Nor is his education neglected. Ninepence 
is paid over and over again as his ' co l ledge ' 
(schoolage) fee, and even the higher accomplish-
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ments receive due attention, for his father records 
that he pays 3d. to John Sim for his 'musick dues, 
and a few weeks later 1s. for him at the dancing, 
and again 1s. 6d. for him ' a t the practising at 
Down.' 

Small charges occasionally appeal- for ink and a 
quire of paper, and every year a penny or some-

times even a shilling is paid for an almanac, but, 
barring the proportion of his newspaper, which 
costs him some 2s. a year, the farmer seems to 
have no great thirst for literature. Only once 
does he seem to have gone out of his way to pur-
chase anything of that nature. That was when he 
expended the sum of l0d. on a little book called 
the 'Penitent Lady' and "An abridgement of the 
Scots Chronicles.' 

Clothing. 

Shoes was an important item in such bills. A 
pair for the farmer himself cost 4s. 6d., and for his 
wife, 3s. ' J ohnny ' could be shod for 1s. 3d. 
When the farmer went to Cowan fair he was able 
to secure a pair of double shoes for himself at 
3s. 3d., and timber-heeled shoes for his daughter 
Nanny at Is. l0d. Two dozen tackets could be 
bought for 2d. James Lowe charged l0d. for 
making the farmer's black breeches, but George 
Joash made Johnny's for 6d. Bonnets were by no 
means cheap in those days. One for Johnny cost 
16d., and one for his father 1s. l1d. Wool was 
bought to be stockings for Johnny, and cost 6d. 
The usual charge for working a pair of stockings 
was 3 1/2d., but for working a pair of thread stockings 
in those days 2s. had to be paid. For dressing two 
stones fourteen pounds lint 2s. 8d. was paid, and 
James Anderson, in Boghead, received 1s. for 
weaving 18 ells plaiden. The charge for bleaching 
24 yards cloth was 4s. But sombre as this picture 
is, it is not without its bright side, for as his family 
grew up we find the worthy farmer expending the 
handsome sum of £1 for a scarlet plaid to his 
daughter Nanny. 

Private Outlays. 
The farmer's private expenses never amounted to 

much. He occasionally indulged in a bottle or two 
of ale at a cost of from 3d. to 1s. in Walter 
Laurence's or James Sliand's or in Thomas Milne's 
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house in Down or in John Walker's in Gardenstown. 
Even at markets ' he had a frugal mind.' He went 
to 'Turriff 's market ' on 3rd July, 1765, and left it 
after expending 3d. At ' New Deer's marke t ' on 
25th June, he spent on ale and bread 10 1/2 d. 
Similarly when he went to Byth's market on 10th 
June, and Lammas Fair on 12th August. On one 
occasion he records that he lost 4d. and at another 
time 7d. at the cards in George Panton's—he seems 
never to have won anything. So scrupulous is he 
in noting his outlays, that we sometimes find entries 
such as these ' to buy black-sugar to Jean Wood-
man, 1d.', and even when a cow had to go to a 
neighbouring farm for a certain purpose, the fact is 
duly chronicled, and the expenditure amounting to 

1d. carefully recorded. He could, however, on 
occasion be generous. He enters in his accounts 
that at Mill of Cullen, at "William Reid's marriage, 
he expended the sum of 8d., and at John Innes's 
marriage he spent 1s. 4 1/2d.. To the collection for 
the orphans in Gardenstown, he contributed the 
sum of 6d., and to the Aberdeen Infirmary he was 
a regular contributor of sums varying from sixpence 
to a shilling annually. 

A short discussion followed the reading of each 
paper, and, on the motion of Mr Garden, a hearty 
vote of thanks was passed to Dr Cramond for his 
very interesting contribution, and, after a similar 
compliment to the chairman, the meeting separated. 
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