
T r a n s a c t i o n s 

OF THE 

B A N F F S H I R E FIELD CLUB. 

THE 
STRATHMARTINE 

TRUST 

The support of The Strathmartine Trust toward 
this publication is gratefully acknowledged. 

www.banffshirefieldclub.org.uk 

Ban
ffs

hir
e 

Fiel
d 

Club

http://www.banffshirefieldclub.org.uk


T H U R S D A Y , D e c e m b e r 19, 1895. 

MEETING AT BANFF. 

A MEETING of the Banffshire Field Club was held 
at Banff on Thursday evening. Ex-Provost Smith 
presided. Mr James Buie, jun., Portsoy, read 
a very interesting paper on 'Castellated Struc-
tures' In illustration of the subject he ex-
hibited a large number of drawings of old 
castles, chiefly in England and Scotland, but in-
cluding also a number on the Continent, from which 
interesting and useful comparisons of styles were 
made. The drawings numbered over a hundred. 
Mr Buie's paper was as follows :— 

CASTELLATED STRUCTURES. 

In the present paper I had hoped to be able to 
overtake archaeological remains as well as castellated 
structures; but, finding that even to cursorily treat 
both subjects would far exceed the limits of one 
paper, I confine my remarks to castellated struc-
tures. Leaving out of account then prehistoric 
structures, the type of castle which has once 
crowned the castle hill of Cullen represents, as is 
evident from an examination of the site, the most 
ancient class of historical castle, and also, as will 
afterwards be pointed out, the precursor and model 
after which more modern castles have been built 
whether in this or other countries. This early type 
of castle, which, of course, in this country and more 
especially in the north, belonged to the Celtic period 
of our country's history, practically' consisted of a 
fosse, generally circular in plan, the material from 
which was thrown up on the inside to form a vallum 
or rampart, in which bastions were sometimes 
formed. On the top of the rampart was erected a 
palisade of stakes closely set together, having their 

Ban
ffs

hir
e 

Fiel
d 

Club



lateral branches le f t on, and interlaced wi th t h e 
adjoining stakes to render the whole as secure and 
immovable as possible, sometimes t h e branches pro-
jecting outwards were also le f t and sharpened to offer 
a fur ther obstacle to an attacking enemy. T h e same 
device was employed by the Romans in their field 
camps. Inside the space thus enclosed was erected 
the wooden hall of the king or chief as t h e case 
might be, consisting at first of only one storey, bu t 
in later times of a ground and first floor, t h e ground 
floor being reserved for stores, while the upper floor, 
which was reached by an outside projecting ladder, 
served as the common living, dining, and sleeping 
apar tment for the lord of the castle and t h e whole 
garrison. These castles differed very mater ia l ly in 
the magnitude of their parts. In some cases, as a t 
Saium, which was first a British, and successively 
a Roman, Saxon, and Norman castle, the fosse and 
rampart were of enormous dimensions, the width of 
the former exceeding 60 feet, while i t was propor-
tionally deep. I t is worthy of note t h a t the con-
figuration and surroundings of the Castle Hi l l of 
Cullen, in approaching i t f rom the east, bear a 
striking, though miniature, resemblance to t h e 
greater Castle Mound of Sarum. As f rom t ime 
immemorial, Cullen constituted a royal demesne 
and hunting seat, it is ne t impossible t h a t i ts castle 
may have been erected as early as t h e period 
when the Pictish Kings had their capital near Inver-
ness, and where one of the best known of these 
Kings, Brude I., was visited by Columba in his 
journey through these northern parts, in the course 
of which he would almost certainly pass both Cullen 
and Banff on his way to Deer. In to the history of 
Cullen it is not necessary here to enter, as it has 
been fully given otherwise, but the f requency with 
which the first syllable of the word Cullen enters 
into the composition of Scotch place names, and the 
curious transformations i t undergoes, is wor thy of 
notice. I t enters into Caledonia, Coile danaan, t h e 
people of the woods. Kyle, one of the divisions of 
Ayrshire, is the same word. I t is found in Ki lsy th , 
Colonsay, Callendar, Killiecrankie, and Culross. 
In Dunkeld, we should not so readily detect i t did 
we not know t h a t the ancient form of the word was 
Duncailen. In the north, it is of equally f r equen t 
occurrence in such names as Kildrummie, the wooded 
r idge; Ordiquhill, Ord-an-coile, the wooded h e i g h t ; 
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Coleonard, the same word with the syllables only 
transposed; so also in Corskellie, Kilbirnie. Ex-
amples of Scottish place names into which coile 
enters, whether in the north or the south, might be 
multiplied by the thousand; while it is equally 
common in Ireland. Before leaving Cullen, it may 
be stated that the manor house there, so often re-
ferred to in historv, and where Edward I. lodged 
during his visits in 1296 and 1298, was with little 
doubt built about the time when the Castles of 
Fyvie, Banff, and Elgin, were erected, and which 
will afterwards be noticed. 

We come now to another class of castles, and 
which, next to those described, were chronologically 
the most ancient in this country. Examples of 
these are to be found in the remains of the Royal 
castle of Kinclaven, on the banks of the Tay, and in 
Tarbert another royal castle, to which Bruce added 
a 14th century keep after Bannockburn. In the 
north wo have examples in Lochendorb in Inver-
ness, where Edward I. passed the winter of 1303, 
during which ho made important additions to the 
castle. Other examples are to be found in Castle 
Roy and Loch-an-Eilan on Strathspey. In these 
castles the rampart and palisade of the more primi-
tive castle was replaced by a plain, strong wall, 
having neither loop nor embrasure, and often without 
even parapets, the strength of the castle consisting 
rather in passive than offensive means of resistance. 
Though in some cases some temporary mural 
erections were built in connection with the walls on 
the inside, more frequently the interior residential 
buildings were merely wooden erections generally 
built as lean-to's against the walls. In the great 
Norman castles which were being built in England, 
contemporaneously with the Scotch examples we 
have been considering, we can still trace the original 
plan and structural arrangement of the primitive 
wooden castle—however little in these massive piles 
a casual observer might be likely to detect any 
resemblance. 

In England, not only in Celtic, but also in Saxon 
times, wooden castles after the primitive type con-
tinued to be erected, however little we might have 
expected such a state of affairs, seeing that a highly 
advanced style of architecture had before been intro-
duced into the country by the Romans. The 
Roman buildings, however, had been laid in ruins, 
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and the art of building as well as other arts forgotten 
in the confusion caused by the Danish invasions. 
We learn that the wooden palace in which Alfred 
the Great lived was so roughly constructed that on 
account of the draughts that swept through the 
ill-fitted timbers great difficulty was sometimes ex-
perienced in keeping the candles alight, which tha t 
monarch used not only to give light but also to 
measure time. Though during the more settled 
reigns of the Saxon period some mural castles were 
built, and Bristol still continued to be surrounded 
by walls, yet the above state of matters continued to 
a large measure till after the immigration of Norman 
courtiers, and the consequent introduction of Nor-
man ideas during the reign of Edward the Confessor. 
After the battle of Hastings, the change which had 
been in gradual progress may be said to have arrived 
at its culmination. Soon after that event, William, 
though he had confirmed all the ancient rights, 
privileges and charters that had been granted to 
the city of London, thought it convenient to build a 
strong castle capable of completely dominating the 
city and overawing the citizens, in case of a spirit of 
disaffection manifesting itself. I t was not, however, 
till the first quarter of the twelfth century that there 
were built these imposing piles, such as Rochester, 
which, as regards enduring solidity of masonry and 
defensive strength, have never been surpassed. The 
Normans had earned the art of architecture, both 
as regards castle and church building, during their 
stay in France from which land the Roman arts 

and culture had not been so effectually deleted as 

from England. 
The masonry of the Norman castle, consisting of 

a massive core of concrete, faced on the outside 
with dressed ashlar, was directly derived from 
Roman art. The excellent quality of Roman 
masonry and their skill in tempering mortar 
is well known, and such was the quality 
of the masonry of the Norman castles that in 
some cases where the walls have been stripped 
of their outside coating of ashlar work they remain 
perfectly plumb and unimpaired, while castles of a 
much more recent date have crumbled to ruins. 
The typical Norman castle, of which the Tower of 
London furnishes a familiar example, consisted of a 
square central pile strengthened with pilasters 
which at the angles were run up above the height 
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of the walls in the form of turrets. The central 
pile, which was termed the keep, occupied the place 
of the wooden hall, while the pilasters represented 
the original f rame work of the same. The keep was 
surrounded by an outwork termed the enceinte, 
occupying the place of the stockaded palisade, but 
now consisting of a strong wall with embattled 
parapets and strengthened by outflanking towers 
enfilading the intervening walls. These towers 
occupied the place of the bastions sometimes found 
in the vallum of the original palisade. The entrance 
to the beep was generally on the first, but some-
times on the second, floor, and always reached by 
a n outside stair representing the wooden ladder 
already referred to. As in the wooden hall, so 
in the keep, the ground floor was reserved 
for stores, and could only be reached by 
a winding inside stair from the first 
floor. The first floor was wholly occupied by 
the common or grand hall, generally a splendid 
apar tment , having sometimes, as at Rochester, a 
fine arcade and fine hangings of tapestry, in 
which the lord, his family, guests, and retainers, 
all lived and sat at one common table. The 
lord and his guests sat at the upper end 
of the table, where alone wine was served, 
and where the dishes and joints were first 
served and then passed down the table to the 
retainers highest in rank, who occupied that part of 
the table nearest the family ; and so on, the dishes 
and joints were passed from grade to grade, till the 
bones were picked at the end of the table by the 
lowest menials, and then flung to the dogs. In the 
upper par t of the hall was generally a gallery for 
musicians, who played during meals, while the 
ki tchen was only a par t of the hall partially screened 
off. With the exception of the lord and his family, 
who had bedrooms on a second floor—in which 
respect the Norman keep differed from the wooden 
hall—the whole castle staff, inclusive of both sexe3, 
slept in the common hall, the floor of which under 
such circumstances was carpeted with litter. Rude 
as the s tate of life depicted may appear to us, it was 
then considered the proper thing tha t all classes 
of the community should live together, and 
when some lords introduced the practice of not 
only sleeping apart , but also of providing 
separate rooms for living in apart , an Act of Parlia-
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ment was passed against the innovation as likely t o 
lead to manly degeneracy and effeminacy, a n d 
besides, the Normans considered their mode of l i f e 
much in advance of t h a t of the Saxons. I t was a 
common saying among the Normans t h a t t hey lived 
soberly in splendid houses, while the Saxons lived 
luxuriously and riotously in mean houses. 

Besides the type of castle already described, t h e r e 
were other modifications of the Norman castle, some 
of which, such as the shell keep, were only different 
adaptations of the ancient wooden castle. Of th i s 
class of castle, which consisted of a large round 
tower built in the circumvallation of the ancient 
primitive castle, and on the inside of which the resi-
dential buildings were erected as lean-to's, t he original 
towers of Windsor and Durham were examples . 
Colchester again furnished another modification of 
a Norman castle. Colchester, the Latinised form of 
the Celtic Caer Colun, was, as the name indicates, 
an ancient Celtic castle. On this site the Roman 's 
first built a castle, or ra ther villa. On t h e ruins of 

this again Edward the Elder buil t a Saxon castle, 
and finally the Normans converted the ruins i n to 
one of their castles. The original Roman work 
had never been entirely destroved, and t h e 
Normans in building this castle not only continued 
the masonry exactly af ter the Roman style used 
there, but also completed the castle a f t e r t h e plan 
of the ancient Roman villa. Hence of all English 
castles Colchester bears most resemblance to a 
Roman building. Illustrations of the castles 
referred to are included among the drawings. A s 
already noticed, Scotland possesses no example of a 
Norman castle. In the corresponding period in th i s 
country, though progress was being made, it cannot 
be said to have been pari passu with t h a t in Eng-
land ; besides it took a different and independent 
line. If we wish a succinct history of the progress of 
castellated engineering during the corresponding 
period in Scotland, and also for some centuries t o 
follow, we cannot find a better i l lustration t h a n in 
the history of the metropolitan castle of Edinburgh, 
and in examples of the line of castles s t re tching 
from Aberdeen to Inverness, of which Banff fo rmed 
one. Though no doubt such a splendid defensive 

position as the rock of Edinburgh would be occupied 
by one of the ancient Celtic castles, the first castle 

of which we have any historical reference was 

Ban
ffs

hir
e 

Fiel
d 

Club



9 

that built in the beginning of the seventh 
century by the Northumbrian King, Edwin. 
This castle appears to have continued to be the 
residence of the Scottish Kings, and the 
depository of the Scottish regalia and archives, 
and would in consequence be progressively modified 
and added to. In the middle of the eleventh 
century we find it still remained the principal 
Crown Castle of Malcolm Canmore and his consort, 
the Saxon Princess Margaret, who has generally 
been reputed as the founder of that precious relic of 
antiquity still remaining—St Margaret's Chapel in 
the Castle, but which is now from its details con-
sidered to belong to the time of David I. After the 
death of Malcolm Canmore at Edinburgh, the Castle 
was besieged by his brother Donald Bane, in order 
to get possession of his son Edgar, and was taken, 
but Edgar succeeded in making his escape by a 
postern, which postern is believed to have occupied 
the position of a more recent postern now built up, 
but still to be seen in the western wall. From a 
historical reference we learn that a tower had been 
erected in the beginning of the twelfth century as a 
palace for Alexander I., and which then constituted 
the chief feature of the Castle. Though the erection 
of this tower would be contemporaneous with that 
of the Castle of Rochester, yet judging from a later 
tower which was erected on its ruins, and which in 
all probability followed the lines of the original 
structure, this tower was not built after the 
Norman Castle type, but, and the fact is worthy of 
note, presents us with the prototype, after which 
the class of tower known as the Scotch Baronial, 
which for several centuries continued to characterise. 
Scottish castellated architecture was planned and 
constructed. Though it is not to be asserted that 
this type of tower was directly derived from 
Phoenician influences, yet the similarity between 
the plan and structure of this early type of Scotch 
Baronial tower and a class of towers to be found in 
the East and along the shores of the Mediterranean, 
and believed to have been primarily due to 
Phoenician influence, may be noted. The Phoeni-
cians were noted builders as early as the reign of 
David. In II. Samuel v.-11., we find Hiram, King 
of Tyre, sent masons and carpenters and cedar trees 
to build a house for David. The same thing is 
recorded as having taken place in the reign of 
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Solomon, with regard to t h e building of the Temple . 
There still remains in Je rusa lem a tower , known as 
David's Tower, of which, though t h e grea te r por t ion 
of the upper pa r t had been destroyed and rebui l t , 
the lower part , consisting of cyclopean masonry , 
resembles ancient Phoenician mason work, and is 
believed to be the remains of the tower bui l t by 
Hiram's masons. The plan and elevat ion of th i s 
tower, of which I show a fac-simile, bears a s t r ik ing 
resemblance to the early Scotch Baronial tower. 
There can be no doubt but t h a t Phoenician influences 
were far spread, and were t r ansmi t t ed through t h e 
Romans and other sources to more recent t imes. 

To resume the history of the Castle of Ed inburgh . 
In the "War of Independence t h e castle was taken by 
Edward I., was retaken and taken several t imes by 
the Scotch and English forces, and, a f t e r t h e 
Bat t le of Bannockburn, was dismant led and a t 
least part ly destroyed by Bruce to prevent i ts again 
tailing into the hands of the English. A f t e r his 
re turn from captivity in England, the restorat ion of 
the castle was undertaken before t h e middle of t h e 
14th century by David II . The buildings, which in-
cluded a palace and several towers, one of which was 
known as the Constable's Tower, all on the line of 
enceinte, were no doubt in a large measure carried 
out in the plan of the previous buildings. Besides 
the above the buildings contained a tower known as 
Davie's Tower, to which f requent references are 
made in connection with the history of t h e reign of 
Queen Mary I t was 60 feet in height, and there is 
little doubt t ha t this tower was built on the ruins of 
and carried out pretty much af ter the s tyle of the 
palace tower of Alexander I. , to which reference 
has already been made. For tunately , a drawing of 
the castle as it then existed made by Sir Wil l iam 
Drury has been preserved, of which I show a fac-
simile. The subsequent history of the castle, and 
several additions, by which it arrived a t i ts present 
appearance, it is not necessary for our purpose in 
the meantime to pursue. 

"We come now to Banff, of which alone of t h a t 
chain of castles, extending from Aberdeen to 
Inverness, any remains from which it is possible to 
draw reliable references have been preserved. 
Unlike Cullen, the etymology of which offers no 
difficulty, the etymology of Banff has long remained 
an unsolved problem and cause of dispute among 
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Celt ic scholars.* Some would derive it f rom Ban-
a t h — t h e wh i t e ford , i.e., f rom the whi te beech a t 
t h e m o u t h of t h e river. All of the following deriva-
t ions have been suggested :—Ban ache—white field; 
Bad-an-ache—viewfie ld; Banamh—the mouth of t h e 
r iver, whi le o ther Celtic scholars, among whom are 
Sir H e r b e r t Maxwell , hold t h a t the name, along 
wi th Elgin, Athole , and Earn , wi th others, are of 
Iber ian origin, t h a t is, belong to t h e race who are 
believed to have been of Turanian origin, and who 
occupied these is lands before the arrival of the Celts. 
This view appears to receive some support f rom the 
f a c t t h a t Banff or Banffy- occurs as a Hungar ian 
name. If the original form of the word was Banff, 
i t is in all probability of Iberian origin, in which 
case a very high ant iqui ty , second to none in 
Br i t a in , mus t be assigned to Banff. If the name be 
of Celt ic origin, unless we can find the original form 
of t h e word, al l a t t empts a t the resolution of its 
e tymology can be but mere guessing. W e should 
no t be able satisfactorily to resolve the etymology 
of such names as Brangan till we know t h a t its 
or iginal fo rm was Ardbangan ; or of Dunnot ta r , the 
anc ient D u n f o t h o r ; or Fetteresso, the ancient 
Fodressach ; or Auquhorthes , the ancient Auchen-
cor th ie ; or of Brodie, t h e ancient Bro thyn . 

As regards the remains of t h e castle itself, so far 
a s these are able to throw light upon its original 
p lan a n d s t ruc ture , I had come to the conclusion, 
f r o m t h e examinat ion of t h e ruins I was enabled to 
make th rough t h e courtesy of Mr Colville, t h a t 
Banff was evident ly a twe l f th century castle. From 
independen t historical evidence Dr Bannerman had, 
unknown to me, come to t h e same conclusion, so 

* Regarding the origin of the name, Banff, in a 
let ter the writer had from Professor Mackinnon since 
writing the above, he says ' Sir Herbert Maxwell may 
be right in saying the names you quote are Iberian. 
The existing Celtic dialects, so far as examined, have 
not satisfactorily explained t h e m ' ; while in confirma-
tion of the remarks in the paper that, unless we can 
find the original form of Banff (supposing it to be Celtic), 
all a t tempts a t a Celtic solution of the name can only 
be mere guessing. Sir H. Maxwell says ' I need scarcely 
impress on you how much damage is clone to the study 
of place names by guessing a t or forcing meanings.' 
Without, in the meantime, entering into further evi-
dences, the writer of the paper is inclined to believe 
tha t Banff is of Iberian origin. 
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that the conclusions arrived at from two indepen-
dent channels of evidence were found to agree. 
Space will not permit of giving in detail the evi-
dence on which his conclusions are based. We may 
take it for granted that the Castle of Banff was in 
all probability erected in the reign of David I., who 
was a great castle as well as church builder, and 
who is known to have built the Castle of Duffus, 
the Priory of Urquhart, the Abbey of Kinloss, and 
other buildings in the north. I t certainly was 
erected in the period between the beginning of 
his reign and the end of that of William the 
Lion, who towards the end of the 12th century 
erected the Castles of Nairn, Edindour, and Dun-
skail, but there is good ground for believing 
that the Castle of Banff was erected before 
the reign of William the Lion. The antiquarian 
evidence upon which mv conclusions were based are 
as follows :—While in the ease of the eleventh 
century castles, such as Kinclaven, the walls con-
stituted a mere defensive vallum without any 
necessary structural connection with inside build-
ings, in Banff, from evidences yet happily remain-
ing, it is evident that the outer walls have been 
structurally connected with the residential and 
garrison buildings, but, while this is so, it is equally 
evident that the outer walls bear in some 
respects more analogy to those of an eleventh 
century castle, such as Kinclaven, than to 
the curtains and towers of the thirteenth century. 
Hence Banff is a castle intermediate between these 
two types, or is a twelfth century castle, and is con-
sequently contemporaneous with the Cathedral of 
Glasgow, and the Abbeys of Kelso, Jedburgh Dry-
burgh, and Holyrood. 

In plan the Castle would consist of a quadrangle 
with buildings running round the inside of the 
four sides of the same, or round the greater extent 
of the four sides. The inside of the quadrangle 
has evidently been raised to a height somewhere 
between two and three feet, so that exclusive of the 
parapet which, unfortunately, has been entirely 
removed, the total height of the walls would have 
been about twenty feet, and contained two floors. 
From the date of erection of the castle, the parapets 
would be carried up flush with the outside face of the 
walls, and embattled, but neither corbelled out nor 
furnished with any sort of machicolation as in the 
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thirteenth century castle. Round the inside of the 
parapets a platform for the use of the defenders 
would run round the entire circuit of the castle. 
The doorway, still to be seen in the north wall, has 
evidently been a postern, the main entrance and 
drawbridge over the fosse, from the inference I 
draw, would ill all probability be situated on the 
south side. On the north wall, west of the postern, 
various traces still remain, that next the postern, 
showing the connection of a partition wall, while 
farther west traces remain of what has evidently 
been a staircase. On the east side of the postern 
various traces are also to be seen. Among these a 
plastered area is evidently of modern origin. Some 
patches of the original plastering is, however, to be 
seen further east. A square projecting portion of 
the wall on the ground floor, lined with wooden 
bricks, in the aris, most likely marks the outlines of 
a wooden chamber intended for stores, or a kind of 
cupboard. On the line of the first floor level are to 
be seen three recesses, of which the two furthest 
east, being comparatively shallow in depth, have 
apparently formed wardrobes in a large bed-
chamber, while the recess furthest west, measuring 
7 f t . 9 ins. in height, 8 f t . 1 in. in length, and about 
4 ft . in width, has, we may infer, formed a state 
bed recess in a state bedroom. In that bed recess 
some of the Scottish Kings, or Edward I. may have 
slept. In a portion of the west wall still remaining 
are to be seen the traces of another staircase. It is 
a matter of deep regret that such an interesting 
relic as the Castle of Banff has been so completely 
destroyed. 

The Castle of Banff constitutes one of the links 
which bring us down to the thirteenth century 
castle, the strongest and most magnificent type of 

, castle that has ever been built, as the ruins of Kil-
drnmmie, Bothwell, Rothesay, Dunstaffnage and 
others in Scotland bear evidence, and as the Castles 
of Carisbrooke, Conway, and Carnarvon—which 
occupied forty years in building—in England tes-
t ify, or as the still greater Castles of Coucy, 
Loches, and St Andre in France still show. Gothic 
architecture, whether as regards castle or church 
building, had then reached the meridian of its 
splendour, as exemplified by the Cathedral of 
Elgin, altogether the finest and most extensive ever 
built in Scotland; and as also exemplified in West-
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minster Abbey, the Cathedrals of Salisbury, Lin-
coln, York, and others in England, and by the 
great western front of Notre Dame and many of 
the more important cathedrals in France and 
Germany, though in some of the buildings men-
tioned parts belong to other epochs. As an 
instance of the magnitude of a thirteenth century 
castle, and what they could then do, I have worked 
out the calculation and found that the whole 
masonry in such a castle as Findlater or the keep 
of Inchdrewer would only be sufficient to raise the 
donjon of the castle of Coucy to the extent of 
between 7 and eight fee t ; as that donjon, which 
only constituted one part of the castle of Coucy, 
rose to the height of 200 feet, we may calculate 
how many castles, such as Findlater or Inchdrewer, 
would be required to complete the donjon of Coucy. 
The distinctive features which characterised the 
thirteenth century castles were as follows—While 
the Norman castle consisted of a principal central 
pile termed the keep, surrounded by an outwork 
termed the enceinte, in the thirteenth "century castle 
the central pile was generally dispensed with, and the 
castle practically took the place of, and was built in a 
position corresponding with that of the enceinte of 
the Norman castle, or to that of the stockaded 
palisade of the more ancient castles. Consequently 
a thirteenth century castle was in plan approxi-
mately circular as at Bothwell, but far more 
frequently quadrilaterial, as at Kildrummie, or 
polygonal, as at Dunstaffnage; sometimes it was 
triangular, as at Caerlaverock. 

The fabric of the castle consisted of strong outer 
walls termed the curtains, strengthened and out-
flanked by a number of towers, generally six in 
number, one at each angle and one on each side of 
the entrance. One of these towers, known as the 
Donjon, was built much larger and stronger than 
the others, and constituted the principal defence of 
the castle and the last redoubt. Often each of the 
towers constituted an independent castle by itself, 
with separate entrance, and sometimes with sepa-
rate drawbridge, all these being, of course, situated 
inside the quadrangle. Against the inside of the 
curtains were erected the castle apartments 
and great halls, all of which, on account of 
the extended space available, could be made more 
numerous and spacious than in the case of the 
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Norman keep. The walls of both the curtains and 
towers were crowned with corbelled out-parapets, 
provided with machicolations on the inside of the 
parapets. A platform for the assembly of the 
defenders and for mounting the engines of defence 
ran round the whole circuit of the castle. The 
means used for besieging such castles can only be 
referred to in a word. Ironclad wooden towers of 
the same height as the castle walls, and mounted on 
wheels, were brought up against the curtains. 
From the top of these towers, the besiegers en-
deavoured to destroy the parapets and effect a 
landing on the platform behind, and thus carry the 
castle. Engines capable of hurling stones and 
metal balls of great weight were used, and some-
times, in order to weary out the defenders, these 
missiles were kept playing against the castle day 
and night. 

The above description only overtakes the more 
prominent features of the thirteenth century castle, 
it being impossible to enter into full details. 

As regards the class of castles that succeeded the 
thir teenth century castle, only brief references will 
be available. During the reign of the Alexanders, 
when these castles were being built, Scotland was 
advancing in wealth and prosperity. The War of 
Independence was the blow which struck at the 
onward advance in art and civilisation, and which 
hurled the country back into a state of comparative 
barbarism. The country had become too impover-
ished to be able to undertake anything to compare 
with the thir teenth century castle. For long to 
come, the only kind of castle we find being erected 
in Scotland consisted of a very simple square tower 
in plan and structure resembling the tower built in 
Edinburgh by Alexander I. The square tower, to-
gether with the various modifications it was to 
undergo, as time went on was to be known as the 
Scotch Baronial Tower. The original tower of the 
castle a t Drum, the Seaton Tower of Fyvie, the 
keeps of Cawdor and Spynie are illustrations of the 
original form of the square tower. The first modi-
fication the square tower underwent, and which is 
known as the L plan, consisted in the addition of a 
small square tower projected from one of the ex-
tremities of the f ront wall. This square tower 
served not only to afford space for the stair-
case outside the body of the keep, but also served 
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the important purpose of enfilading the f ront of t he 
castle. To this plan of castle, which, f rom the ad-
vantages it offered, speedily became a favourite one, 
belonged to the keep of Inchdrewer, as originally 
built, or before the castle was entirely remodelled 
by the Banff family in the 17th century. To the 
same class belonged the castles Dunnot tar , the keeps 
of the famous Glamis, and of Craigmillar, the 
favourite residence of Queen Mary, and Loch Leven, 
which became the prison of the same princess. 

The next modification consisted of a round tower 
built in the re-entering angle of the L plan. Craigie-
var belongs to this class. A very interesting and 
important northern castle, tha t of Findlater, had 
belonged to a late class of the L class. From the 
investigations and excavations recently carried out 
by the writer, it has become possible, with the 
exception of the uppermost or bedroom floor, to 
ascertain the entire original structure and arrange-
ments of the entire castle, inclusive of the great hall 
and many other interesting details. The results of 
these investigations are embodied in a separate paper 
together with a set of drawings. 

The Baronial Tower continued to undergo various 
modifications till in the 17th century it blossomed 
out into a fabric, such as Castle Fraser, which con-
sisted of a principal square tower with two small 
towers, one round, and the other square added to 
diagonally opposite angles of the central tower, and 
the whole building loaded with a profusion of 
bartisans, mock parapets, and other mock castellated 
features, for by this time architecture had wholly 
run to seed and both Gothic and castellated archi-

tecture had ceased to be understood. About the end 
of the 14th century, however, a revival of the 13th 
century castle, under considerably modified con-
ditions, had been attempted, as exemplified by the 
two important castles of Doune and Tantallon. 
This revival of the thirteenth century castle was 
finally developed in accordance with the necessities 
of the times into the quadrangle court style of castle, 

the finest examples of which are Linlithgow, Falkland, 
and Stirling, the latter of which is noteworthy as 
being the first castle in which we find the first traces 
of the dawning renaissance which was henceforth to 
dominate architecture. 

In the north the castle of the Boyne which 
apparently belongs to the beginning of the 17th 
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century but may be somewhat later, perhaps as late 
as the middle of this century belongs to this class, 
so also did the last of the three castles built a t 
King-Edward. From the description we have of it, 
and the period at which it was built, it is evident 
that the Palace of Banff, for the erection of which 
the license was granted in 1538 to Sir Walter Ogilvie 
of Dunlugas belonged to this order of architecture. 
This building derived the name of palace from the 
conditions on the charter that it was to be provided 
with apartments set apart for the King or Queen 
when they might visit Banff. This means that it was 
in a measure to take the place of the ancient royal 
castle of Banff which by this time had fallen into 
disrepair. The Queen Regent stayed in the palace 
in 1556, and so also did Mary when, in 1562 she 
came north to settle the Gordon and Findlater disputes. 

Having thus brought down castellated engineer-
ing to the time of the Renaissance, of which Duff 
House, a copy on a reduced scale of Drumlanrig, is 
the finest example in the north, when the castle 
save place to the mansion, though for long af ter 
ornamental castellated features continued to be 
added to buildings, we may add a few notes on an 
interesting northern composite castle —tha t ot 
Hunt ly , which belongs entirely neither to one age 
or to any one of the several classss enumerated, 
bu t to several. To this class also belonged the 
castles of Inchdrewer, Cawdor, Dunnottar , Glamis, 
Castle Campbell, and Craigmillar, as finally al-
tered and completed, with many others. The 
great round tower, together with the keep ot 
Hunt ly , though having been partially destroyed 
and rebuilt and much modified, bears traces of 
having been an early thir teenth century structure. 
The reconstruction and rebuilding of the keep, 
which occupied fourteen years, was undertaken in a 
magnificent style about the middle of the fifteenth 
century by George, the fourth earl, who was 
Lord-Lieutenant, and who as such ruled the North 
of Scotland f rom the one coast to the other with 
almost sovereign power. The princely state he 
maintained and the splendour of Strathbogie 
surprised the Queen Mother, Mary of Guise, and 
her French Court, when she visited Strathbogie 
in 1556. The castle, as it then existed, was de-
scribed by Randolph, the envoy from the English 
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Court, as the finest he had seen out of England. 
Besides Strathbogie, the Earl owned the castles of 
Bog of Gight, Darnaway, Ruthven, and Drumin, 
besides holding the royal castle of Inverness as Lord 
Lieutenant. After the battle of Corrichie. however, 
in which the Earl was slain, Strathbogie was dis-
mantled, and its rich furnishings and fine tapestries 
carried off by the Regent Moray to furnish his 
newly gotten castle of Darnaway. After having, 
during the vicissitudes through which the house of 
Gordon passed, been again twice dismantled and 
once nearly ruined, the castle was finally restored 
in the beginning of the seventeenth century by 
George, the first Marquis, the remains of whose 
work are still to be seen in the present ruins. "We 
have thus in this interesting castle in the north 
illustrations of the progress and development of the 
various phases of castellated engineering in Scot-
land from the thirteenth to the seventeenth century. 

On the motion of Dr Barclay, a hearty vote of 
thanks was passed to Mr Buie. for his valuable paper. 
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