
T r a n s a c t i o n s 

OF THE 

B A N F F S H I R E FIELD CLUB. 

THE 
STRATHMARTINE 

TRUST 

The support of The Strathmartine Trust toward 
this publication is gratefully acknowledged. 

www.banffshirefieldclub.org.uk 

Ban
ffs

hir
e 

Fiel
d 

Club

http://www.banffshirefieldclub.org.uk


35 

Whether any or all of the requests contained in this letter 
were complied with I do not know, but it is probable 
enough that, while Pitt wns alive, she might have been 
able to command the services of a frigate without much 
difficulty. Altogether, the letter is a very curious one. 
As a considerable contrast to Lady Hester's epistolary 
effort, I come now to a couple of letters written by Basil 
Hall, the explorer. The first is dated 73, Strada San 
Givoanni, perhaps Florence, 25 January 1842—but to 
Whom written the letter does not tell. The object in 
writing it is, however, to strongly recommend a clever 
working watchmaker for Government employment, 
because he had invented something in connection with 
chronometers, which greatly cheapened their price. 
The second note is on the same subject. Poor Basil 
Hall! his explorations in the Japan Sea excited great 
interest; likewise his travels in Chili, Peru, Mexico, 
and North America. During the last two or three years 

of his life, he suffered from mental aberration, induced 
probably by excessive literary work, and was placed in 
the Royal Hospital, Haslar, where he died. In a totally 
different line is a short letter by James Hogg, Ettrick 
Shepherd—written on April 12, 1821, to Mr Nicolson, 
painter, South St David Street, Edinburgh.—It is as 
follows:— 

'Altrine, April l2,1821. 
' Dear sir,—You should have sent out the sign-board 

that, I bespoke before this. The poor man will be fined 
if it is not sent in a fortnight. 

' Please give my kind love and most hearty congratu-
lation to my esteemed friend Mr John Nicholson, and 
tell him that Grieve and I expect to see him here.— 
Yours most truly, 

' JAMES HOGG. ' 

We wonder why such hurry for the sign-board. Was 
it for a public house ? We cannot tell. But interesting 
as the possession of the handwriting of the gifted 
author of the Queen's Wake, the Border Minstrelsy, 
the Jacobite Relics, and many other works may be, I 
am sure you will agree with "me that the mere scrap 
which I now show you, written by the great Wizard of 
the North, Sir Walter Scott, is much more so. I t is only 
a scrap, but it is veritable. In what year it was written 
no indication is given in the note itself—only the month 

and day, July 1st. The subject is the description of the 
Huxley coat-of-arms, which, of itself, does not possess 
for us much interest. As I have said, the sole value is 
in the handwriting of the author of Waverley. I have 

in my possession other curious odds and ends, literary 
and otherwise, but these may easily wait until another 
time, if the members care to make acquaintance with 
some of them. 

ELECTION OK OFFICE-BEARERS. 
The PRESIDENT said it gave him much pleasure to 
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propose as his successor in the chair the Rev. W. Ander-
son, Boyndie. Mr Anderson was well known as an 
accomplished scientist, and especially as an authori ty 
on meteorology and electricity. On these subjects we, 
as a club, have heretofore heard little if anything, and 
it would be a great t reat in store for the members to 
hear our President discourse of them, as he is so well 
able to do. Mr Anderson had some difficulty in 
accepting this honour as the meetings were usually 
held in the evenings, but perhaps something might be 
done to suit Mr Anderson's convenience when he comes 
to preside. (Cheers.) 

The President's motion was unanimously agreed to. 
The other office-bearers were elected as follows :— 

Vice-Presidents, the Rev. John Milne, LL.D., King-
Edward ; the Rev. W. S. Bruce, Banff ; the Very Rev. 
AEneas Chisholm, LL.D., Blair's College; the Rev. 

George Sutherland, Portsoy; and Messrs Alex. Ramsay, 
LL.D., Banff; James Spence. Pe te rhead; William 
Cramomd, LL.D., Cullen ; John Runcieman. Auchmil l ; 
Sheriff Grant, Banff ; Mr A. W. Farquhar, M.A., Braco-
den; and Dr Barclay, Banff. Treasurer—Mr Garden 
M. Hossack. Secretary—Mr John Yeats, M. A. 
Assistant secretary—Mr William Simpson. Members 
of Council—Ex-Provost Smith, Banff ; Messrs Alex. 
Greig, Sandlaw; John Garden, Banff; James Grant , 
LL.B , Banff; and George Pirie, Banff. Corresponding 
members-The Rev. George Sutherland, Portsoy ; the 
Rev. Alexander Bremner, Fyvie; and Messrs James 
Lawson, Huntly; John Macdonald, Buckie; William 
Cramond, LL.D., Cullen; John Runcieman, Auchmill; 
and A. W. Farquhar, M.A. Delegates to the Northern 
Association of Literary and Scientific Societies —The 
Rev. Walter Gregor, LL.D., and Mr Alexander Greig. 

Mr GREIG proposed a vote of thanks to Dr Barclay 
for the manner in which lie had discharged the duties 
of President for the past year, and for his address, which 
was heartily accorded. 

The meeting then ended. 
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