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T H U R S D A Y , MARCH 28, 1895. 

MEETING AT BANFF. 

THE Club met on Thursday evening in the 
Reading Room of the Town and County Club—the 
president, Dr Barclay, in the chair. Dr George 
Lyon and Mr James M'Intosh were admitted 
members. Mr Haig's motion anent renewing the 
coat of arms on front of the Trades Hall was post-
poned to a f u t u r e meeting for farther enquiry. 
The special business of the evening consisted of two 
papers by Dr Cramond. The first, entitled ' Notes 
on Tumuli in the Cullen district, ' was read by the 
Secretary, and the other, entitled 'Notes on a 
Gamrie Farmer 's Cash Transactions,' was read by 
Mr Hossack. 

T U M U L I I N T H E C U L L E N D I S T R I C T . 

An apt illustration of the rapid disappearance in 
modern times of traces of a bygone age is afforded 
by the tumuli that , till a comparatively recent 
period, dot ted the outlying regions around Cullen. 
W h a t principle actuated our ancestors in the dis-
posal of their dead we cannot say, but no inference 
can be legitimately drawn from the unfrequent 
occurrence within recorded times of remains of the 
dead in localities most favourably suited for early 
set t lement . From the outlying situation of many 
tumuli , one might fancy that our ancestors, unless 
we assume t h a t they subsisted mainly by hunting, 
fared like a devoted band of Arctic explorers of the 
present day, ' where they fell, there they lay.' 
W i t h two or three exceptions there remains now in 
this district no trace of the many tumuli tha t even 
within living memory were here to be found. 
Especially numerous were they in the district of the 
Bauds to the west of the town of Cullen, and it is a 
ma t te r well worthy of investigation whether it was 
not the presence of these tumuli in the Bauds and 
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other places in the north tha t suggested to the 
historian Boethius and others the many fanciful 
battles with the Danes and other foes tha t so 
disfigure the pages of our old historians. Boece, the 
Principal of Aberdeen University, partly from being 
what we should now call a consulting physician and 
for other reasons, was familiar with the north 
country, and wherever he saw a considerable num-
ber of tumuli he there seems to have invented a 
battle. He appears in record to have been in 
this district and no doubt saw the tumuli for 
himself, and he would have seen them even 
had he been privileged to defer his visit for 
three centuries. If the battles of Boece 
originated in these tumuli they have taken a re-
markable hold of the popular imagination, a hold 
that perhaps no opposing facts will ever be able to 
eradicate. Our next authority, and a much more 
satisfactory one, is Pennant, who in his 'Tour , ' 
published in 1774, gives the following details regard-
ing the Cairns or Barrows' of the district. Kil-
hillock, says Pennant, means the hill of burial, and 
here a remarkable cairn was demolished fourteen 
years ago It was sixty feet in diameter and 
sixteen feet in height, constructed of stones from 
the shore, as appeared from the limpets and mussels 
that were mixed with them. The whole was covered 
by a layer of earth four feet thick over which was a 
coat of green sod. I t seems to have been originally 

formed by making a deep trench round the spot and 
flinging the earth inwards, then other material was 

brought to complete the work, which must have been 
that of a whole army. On the summit of the stony 
heap was a stone coffin of long flags, and in i t a 
complete skeleton of a human body Along there-
with was deposited a deer's horn, apparently the 

symbol of the favourite amusement of the deceased. 
About five years ago, says Pennant, another cairn 
was examined near the same place. In it was a 
coffin six feet long with a skeleton, urn, and charcoal, 
showing that the two modes of burial co-existed. 
Charcoal was also found all throughout the stones 
of the cairn. A third cairn, says Pennant , was 
opened lately near Brankanenthum. In it was a 
coffin two feet square of flagstones set on edge and 
another as a cover. The urn was on the ground, 
filled with ashes and surrounded in the coffin with 
charcoal and bones. A. fourth urn was found in a 
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cairn on t h e Hi l l of Doun near Banff. Cairns have 
also been found on Cotton Hill , probably, thinks 
P e n n a n t , in memory of the dead in the victory of 
Indu lphus , A.D. 988. The batt le , says he, chiefly-
raged in a moor near Cullen, where the re are 
similar barrows. 

I n t h e Bauds between the fa rm of Smithstown 
and t h e sea, several tumul i are shown in the Ord-
nance Survey Map published in the year 1871. 

Atween Caedlich and the sea 
There lies Kings' sons three. 

These old lines bear reference to a place t h a t was 
s i tua ted in the wood opposite the site of W a t t y 
Clark 's house near the Woodside entrance to the 
Cullen House grounds, off the turnpike. 

Such is the locality where the old legend fixes as 
t h e burial place of three Kings' sons, and it is 
curious to find in such close proximity, viz.:—in the 
Bay of Cullen the ' Three Kings themselves, three 
insulated rocks formerly believed to mark the scene 
of t h e conflict or the burial place of a Scotch, a 
Danish , and a Norwegian King. These rocks, 
however, doubtless derived their name from the 
s imilar i ty of the word Cullen or Culane to t h a t of 
Cologne, wr i t ten ' Cu laue ' in the mystery plays as 
in ' Y e Three Kings of Culane. ' Another 'King ' s 
C a i r n ' in t h e neighbourhood is referred to in the 
New Statistical Account (1842) as being ' a large 
collection of stones on an eminence in one of Ear l 
Seafield's enclosures near the f a rm of Woodside, 
south of the public road. Tradit ion has handed 
i t down t h a t it is the grave of King Indulphus. ' 
T h e wr i te r of t h e N.S .A. adds the following remarks 
on th is sub jec t :— 

' A great many small cairns are still visible on the 
moor where t h e ba t t l e of the Bauds was fought in 

961 between the village of Findochtie and tha t par t 
of t h e Bauds now planted, supposed to be the 
burial places of the Danes who fell in the batt le 
wi th Indulphus . About seventy-five years ago, a 
coun t ryman found, on the lands of Rannes, in a 
t u m u l u s or cairn which he was removing, a stone 
coffin, containing human bones of a large size. 
" Hav ing obtained permission," says the late Rev. 
Mr Donaldson, " to ransack this grave, I found it 
covered wi th a large stone, 4 feet long, 3 broad, and 
about 14 inches in depth. On removing this, we 
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found four other stones set on their edges, which 
served as a coffin to part of a skull and jaw bone, 
with several teeth, and some fragments of a thigh 
bone. The dimensions of this coffin were 3 feet 1 inch 
in length, 2 feet wide, and 1 foot 10 inches deep. 
There was no stone in the bottom. The bones 
were removed into a similar chest a few feet north-
ward of this one in the same tumulus. This last 
one was discovered four or five years ago by a man 
in the neighbourhood, who was removing a few 
more of the stones for building a house. I t is of 
smaller dimensions than the other, and was 
originally covered with two stones, one of which 
was off. No bones were found in it. There are 
many other cairns near this one, but none of them 
has been searched.' 

The stones of Caedlich, referred to in the lines 
already quoted, were taken for ' me ta l ' when the 
turnpike road was making about 1819. Johnny 
Winter, it is well-known, had the contract for this 
part of the road, and Mary Cushnaw and Eppie 
Macpherson filled stones to Johnny at sixpence a 
day. 

The three fields north of Smithstowu farm house 
all show tumuli in the Ordnance Survey Map, but 
it is doubtful if these were all tumuli in the ordi-
nary sense of the word. The most westerly field 
has one tumulus and two groups of tumuli. The 
next field has a tumulus and a group of tumuli, to 
which is added ' A stone coffin found here,' and in 
the most easterly field are three groups of tumuli. 
In a field adjacent and nearer the sea is another 
tumulus, and in another field another group of 
tumuli. The place where the said stone coffin was 
found usually went under the designation of the 
' King's Grave.' The King's grave was opened 
about the year 1873. I t occupied nearly the 
central part of a mound of stones about thir ty feet 
in diameter and five feet in height, and contained 
six times as many stones as the other tumuli adja-
cent. The stones were utilized in building the 
dyke that runs along the north side of the field. 
The site of the cairn is now cultivated, except a 
small part tha t seems to resist cultivation. The 
cist consisted of four stones forming the sides, so 
roughly put together that small stones were used a t 
the corners to complete the enclosure. No bones or 
other objects were observed by those who opened 
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the grave, except some pieces of red sandstone, 
the presence of which was thus explained locally : 
' For wasna' Adam made o' red clay ?' The most 
easterly stone lay for years at the road-
side, but has now been removed. The westerly 
stone of the cist was much the largest and highest. 
I t was halved and converted into two doorsteps by 
Mr Robertson, tenant of the farm, a proceeding 
which vexed the antiquarian soul of the late Mr 
Jervise. A tumulus east of this when opened 

' about 1881 was found to contain a cist and bones. 
Several fine arrow heads have been found in the 
neighbourhood and throughout the Bauds. A few 
years ago, a piece of ground near the site of these 
tumuli was being trenched and cultivated for the 
first time out of the moor, and the present writer 
took the opportunity of examining the ground for 
traces of flint arrow heads. He found one good 
specimen and a considerable number of flakes of red 
flint, a variety which does not belong to this 
district. When making the main drain past Wood-
side, the workmen came upon what seemed to have 
been a manufactory of flint arrow heads, a large 
number of which were taken to Cullen House. No 
trace of any of the numerous tumuli on the fields 
around Smithstown now appears. 

At a place a few hundred yards to the south-west 
of these tumuli-covered fields the Ordnance 
Survey Map has the mythical entry 'site of 
the Battle of the Bauds, A.D. 960.' Still 
further west, on the Muir of Findochty, and to the 
east of the farm of Knowhead, are entered in 
the map two tumuli, nearly adjacent, with 
the explanatory remark, 'urns containing ashes 
found here.' I am assured on good authority 
no urns were ever found here. A cist, however, 
was found under one of the two cairns that were 
formerly to be seen here. The site is now culti-
vated. One of the cairns was called the Gallow 
Hill. North of Carnach farm was another tumulus, 
but the ground is now under cultivation, and no 
trace of a tumulus is visible. There was another at 
Hillhead of Brunton, but not the slightest trace of 
it now appears. Perhaps there is some connection 
between its disappearance and the existence of a 
good stone dyke close by. In the woods in 

lers' Slack, between the Home Farm and 
the Bin, tumuli are noted in the ma 
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at three localities, and a t one of these it 
is stated ' stone coffin containing urns found here.' 
This last named spot is after you cross Foulford 
Bridge on the north side of the road. There were 
here found in 1820, about 3 1/2 feet from the surface, 
one large urn, and in the same cairn a few feet 
apart, two small urns. They were all enclosed in 
cists, and were discovered by workmen when digging 
gravel. For want of sufficient care, all the urns 
got broken. The large urn was no doubt similar to 
the urn found at Banff, as figured in Pennant 's 
' Tour.' aud to urns found more recently a t Buckie 
and elsewhere in the district. They have been thus 
described—' These cinerary urns with plain conical 
under-part and ornamented upper-part have 
accompanied interments after cremation. The 
burnt bones carefully gathered up from the funeral 
pile, were placed in the urn, which was deposited in 
an upright position within a cist of stones, or a t the 
bottom of a cavity made in the ground to receive it, 
and the mouth covered over with a thin flat stone ; 
or the burnt bones were merely placed in a heap 
upon a flat stone or on the bottom of the cavity, 
and the urn placed over them in an inverted 
position. These vessels belong to the Bronze Age 
of the British Isles, and are only known as 
Sepulchral. Their ornamentation, whicli is very 
simple and effective, consists almost entirely of 
combinations of straight lines impressed into the 
clay before it was fired.' 

The site of the aforesaid tumulus may still be 
recognised by the remains of the gravel pit. The 
artificial hillock was upwards of 30 yards in length, 
but is now completely levelled. Not very many 
yards farther to the north stands another hillock 
almost circular, and 12 yards in diameter, at the 
north end of which was found, about 1864, a cist 
with broken pieces of an urn. One or more of the 
red sandstone slabs of the cist probably still lie in 
their original position. At the south end of that 
hillock was found a cist with an urn resting on fine 
sand and rounded white quartz pebbles from the 
seaside, some of which may still be seen there. A 
third urn was also found nearer the centre. The 
three urns were all small, and about 2 1/2 
feet apart. All were destroyed. This 
artificial hillock would probably repay fur ther 
investigation. About 250 yards still fur ther 
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north is another tumulus. I t is about thirty-two 
yards in circumference, and has not yet been opened 
up. Flints have been got from the east end of this 
hillock. About 450 yards west of Foulford Bridge 
are two tumuli. In the more easterly of the two 
was found a cist. The flags that enclosed it are 
about two feet in length, and are still lying there. 
The cavity was about three feet deep, and at the 
bottom was an urn and a quantity of bones. The 
westerly hillock has never been explored, but it 
would be well worth the trouble to do so, as these 
hillocks seem honey-combed with cists. 

About the distance of a few fields south of the 
farm towns of Rannes and Westerside are appar-
ently well-marked tumuli, and it is in this quarter 
that some authorities place the site of the battle of 
the Bauds, but these so-called tumuli will probably 
admit of a different explanation. Still farther 
west, near Bogside, are marked in the map ' tumuli ' 
at two localities, and at one of these there is added, 
' Stone coffins containing human remains found 
here.' 

Two other sites are also worthy of exploration— 
Boulie's or Bouliss Cairn and the Silver Hillocks. 
Boulie's Cairn is some 200 yards east of the Wood-
side gate. There is now no appearance of a cairn 
there, nor probably has there been for a hundred 
years. Flint arrow heads have been here found. 
About the year 1819, an urn was discovered in 
Rottenhillock park, near Barnyards of Cullen House. 
Of all the urns referred to in the foregoing paper, 
it is doubtful if more than one has escaped destruc-
tion ; and, of the arrow heads and such-like remains 
of antiquity, almost all have met with a similar 
fate. The very site of almost every one of these 
many tumuli is now no longer recognisable. 
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