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perish came upon me, ' and those f rom Acts xxvii. 
2 0 — ' A n d when no small t empes t lay on us, all 
hope t h a t we should be saved was then taken away. ' 

Mr W e s t received the t hanks of t h e meet ing for 
his interesting communicat ion. 

PURCHASE OF OLD WEIGHTS. 

Dr RAMSAY, Banff, in accordance wi th notice, 
moved tha t the Club purchase and present to t h e 
county museum a t Banff old s tandard weights. 
The administrat ion of t h e Weights and Measures 
had, he said, passed in to t h e hands of a very 
active body, who found they had in the i r premises 
a number of old weights for which they had no 
use, and to which they had h i ther to given accom-
modation in the same room in which the weights of 
the county and burghs were placed. A sense of 
order came over the new committee, and they 
directed tha t they should be cleared out and sold as 
old metal. "When he saw a list of them it occurred 
to him tha t it would be well t h a t a t least some of 
them should be saved f rom their ignominious f a t e 
by the Club purchasing them, which they could do 
a t a very cheap rate. There were three sets of weights. 
One was a cup-shaped bronze s e t ; there was a flat set 
and a hand-bell shaped set. The flat shaped bronze 
weights were f rom 8 lbs. to 2 oz., all in a series. 
All the three sets bore the date 1707. A clause of 
the Treaty of Union—article 17—ran in these te rms 
— ' T h e same weights and measures shall be used 
throughout the United Kingdom as are now estab-
lished in England, and s tandards of weights and 
measures shall be kept by those boroughs in Scotland 
to whom the keeping of the s tandards of weights 
and measures does of special r ight belong, all which 
s tandards shall be sent down to such boroughs f rom 
the s tandards kept in the Exchequer a t Westmins te r 
subject to such regulations as the Par l iament of 
Great Britain shall think fit. ' These weights were 
provided in terms of the Treaty of Union, and they 
were procured by the managers of the burgh of 
Banff a t the t ime. H e believed a similar set of 
weights was also acquired by the burgh of Aberdeen, 
and were now placed in the City Museum in 
Gray's School of A r t buildings there. There-
fore they would be following a good example if they 
agreed to purchase the weights, and place them in 
the county museum. The cost to the funds would Ban
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be—cup-shaped bronze weights from 256 oz. to 2 oz. 
10s.; flat-shaped bronze weights from 8 lbs. to 2 oz.r 
4s. 4d.; and bell-shaped bronze weights from 50 lbs. 
to 1 lb., £1 12s. 8d., while a pound weight all in 
series of weights, would cost 7d. I t was said in t h e 
Treaty of Union t h a t these weights were to be seut 
down from Westminster . They were not, however, 
sent down from Westminster to Banf f ; the burgh 
of Banff got some of them from Lanark. Looking 
over the very admirable book on the Burgh, for 
which they were indebted to their good friend Dr 
Cramond—and there was no little town in the 
whole kingdom had the history of its annals so told 
as the burgh of Banff had, thanks to their good 
triend in the chair—(applause)—he found a number 
of references to the administration of the Act. The 
burgh of Banff had then the right to send their 
Dean of Guild through the county to the various 
fairs and examine all the weights and 
measures, impounding all tha t were not 
correct, and at their Dean of Guild Court 
punishing those people who were guilty of using 
such weights. As an example, there was this entry 
in the Banff Court Book in the year 1663 :— 

'Sep t . 16.—At Banff, and before the Dean of 
Guild and his Council, Robert Strachan, merchant 
in Keith, is fined £10, being challenged in Keith 
mercat for some weights tha t wes to licht and not 
sufficient. His weights being now judicially weighted, 
his quarter wecht was fund ane unce licht and his 
pund weight was fund twelf drap licht. ' 

Also, in 1663, the Court had flown at higher game:— 
' Oct. 12.—Alex. Pyper, burgess of Aberdeen, 

fined £20 by the magistrates and Dean of Guild for 
having light weights at Keith market in 1662. Lb. 
to quarter weight wes fund to want ten drap. He 
was also fined £20, he having become cautioner for 
Alexander Cushnie, burgess of Aberdeen, tha t he 
should produce him before the magistrates of Banff 
for using light weights a t Keith market in 1662, and 
the said Alex. Cushnie not having appeared.' 
I t might be curious to mention that Cullen, which 
they had represented there that night, was rather 
inclined to dispute the right of Banff to go through 
the county and examine all the weights. Certain 
fees were of course to be uplifted for doing the work, 
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and in 1076 a dispute arose between Banff and 
Cullen as to certain dues and customs. They bo th 
appealed to the Convention of Burghs, and t h e 
Convention appointed the Provosts of Montrose and 
Aberdeen to set t le the mat te r . They seemed to 
have come to an a r r a n g e m e n t ; a t all events, t h e 
two burghs in 1692 collected joint ly t h e dues in 
Hallow Fair of Fordyce. (Laughter .) These 
particular weights were dated 1707. Here is an 
entry of January 22, 1709, from the Burgh of Banff 
court book—'Grants warrant for receiving weights 
and measures f rom the burghs of Stirling, Linli th-
gow. and Lanark. ' There would be seen the mark 
' L k ' on one set, which, i t was supposed, showed 
tha t it came from Lanark. Here was another en t ry 
showing they had been received:— 

' J u l y 16.—Received new weights from Lanark of 
solid brass - drop, stone, 56 lbs., &c. I t em, four 

jougs from Steiling of fine metal f rom ane English 
gallone to ane pint. I tem, one bushel f r o m 
Linlithgow. English measure of metal , one peck, 
of oack wood hooped with iron, &c. The long and 
short ells also received.' 
The burgh had, however, gone fa r the r afield for 
weights, as the following entry f rom the minutes of 
Town Council of 1713 showed— 

' O c t . 3 . - J o h n Gordon, factor a t Ro t t e rdam, 
ordered to send for the use of the town, as much 
weights as will weight two bolls of meal weighing 
16 stone weight. Amsterdam weights, which doth 
agree with our old Scots weight, to consist of two 
four-stone weights, four two-stone weights, one 
stone weight, and two half-stone weights, Mr 
Gordon replies on 19th December t h a t the weights 
have been sent oft, t he price thereof being. £ 5 
19s. 9d. stg.' 
These weights had been called the weights of the 
county, but they never belonged to the county . 
They were the old burgh weights. The county 
never had possession of them, and never had used 
them. They were mixed up with the new weights 
and measures which were acquired in 1826 under t h e 
Acts of 1824-25, a t which t ime the two burghs and 
the county entered into an agreement whereby 
they became the joint possessors of one set of 
weights, which arrangement still subs is ted ; bu t 
before tha t t ime these old weights had ceased to be 
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used, and they were never in the possession of the 
present administration at all. They must, therefore, 
be held, and labelled, and recognised, as the old 
weights of the burgh of Banff. (Applause.) 

The motion was unanimously agreed to, and Dr 
Ramsay was thanked for his interesting remarks. 
The meeting inspected with interest the three sets 
of weights, which were submitted under the charge 
of Mr Shaw, inspector under the Weights and 
Measures Acts. 

WRITING ON A PANE OK GLASS. 

Mr Yeats submitted a small pane of glass on 
which were inscribed with a diamond these lines:— 

Woman, lovely woman, nature made you 
To temper man. We had been brutes without you. 

The pane of glass was from the house No. 2, High 
Shore, Banff, and it was said tha t some people 
thought the author might have been Lord Byron, 
although Mr Yeats did not consider that likely. 

The Chairman said ho saw tha t mentioned in 
some newspapers, but anyone with the slightest 
antiquarian ideas would at anyrate suspect a state-
ment like tha t to begin with, and when one went a 
l i t t le into the matter, there was more reason to 
suspect it. In the first place, when Byron was in 
Banff he was a boy of seven or eight years of age, 
and the merest schoolboy would see, looking 
a t the writing, t ha t it was not the writing 
of a boy of seven or eight. I t was written by a 
person who could use a pen, and afterwards a 
diamond, remarkably well. I t was certainly written 
by one well accustomed to handle the pen. Then 
the form of the 'W' and of several other letters 
showed very plainly that it was written long after 
Byron's time. The ' W ' was quite modern and the 
whole style of writing was long after that time. I t 
was some one he fancied of the present generation 
who had done it. There were many such instances 
of writing upon glass in connection with persons 
who had no connection whatever with the places. 
On a window of the church of Cullen some scamp 
or other had written the name of Robert Burns and 
had tried to imitate the usual style of Burns's writ-
ing, but he himself remembered since the writing 
was not there—(laughter)—while the window itself 
had been entirely renewed since the time of Burns, 
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