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T H U R S D A Y , N o v e m b e r 19, 1896. 

MEETING AT BANFF. 

A MEETING of the Banffshire Field Club was held in 
the Town and County Club Buildings, Banff, on 
Thursday—Dr Cramond, Cullen, presiding. 

New members who were nominated at last meet-
ing were admitted to membership, and, on the 
motion of the chairman, Mr H. Farmer Atkinson, 
F.S.A. London, Linkwood, Elgin, late M.P. for 
North Lincoln, was nominated. 

THE WRECK OF THE JANET OF MACDUFF. 

At the last meeting of the Club, a paper was read 
by Dr Milne on the wreck of the Janet of Macduff 
at St Andrews on 3rd January 1800, and the rescue 
of the crew by Mr John Honey, then a divinity 
student at St Andrews. Mr Wm. West, Westfield, 
Macduff, sent a communication to the Banffshire 
Journal of 17th inst., stating that bis father, who 
is alive and well, is the youngest son of William 
West, who, along with his brother James—the boy 
referred to by Dr Milne—formed two of the five 
who were rescued. Mr West attended the meeting 
of the Club, and on the invitation of the chairman, 
made a statement on the subject of the rescue. He 
prefaced what be had to say by pointing out that 
the account of the wreck appeared first of all in a 
book which was in use at school a considerable time 
ago, but it was there written evidently with a view 
to effect rather than with the view of presenting 
the actual facts. In what he had to say he would 
not that it appeared for one moment that he 
wished to detract in any way from the heroic 
action of John Honey, because those who were 
saved from the wreck until their dying day 
always declared that the deed performed by John 
Honey on 3rd January 1800 was one of the most 

Ban
ffs

hir
e 

Fiel
d 

Club



4 

heroic deeds not only of which they had been wit-
ness, hut of which they had ever heard. In the 
paper, it was said that the vessel was a brig, but i t 
was a large sloop of about 70 tons burden. I t was 
owned by William Wilson, who was the uncle of 
his (Mr West's) grandfather, and the crew consisted 
ef four men and a boy. Unfortunately, he could 
not give the names of all the crew, but one was 
Peter Wiseman, who was not, however, a Macduff 
man, and the boy and his grandfather (who was 
mate) were brothers. According to the report 
given by his grandfather, when the wreck took 
place the first object the crew saw was a man on 
horseback going along the brow of the hill. Dr 
Milne had said that John Honey had swum re-
peatedly to the ship. Doubtless, he did so, but 
the connection first made by rope between the ship 
and the land was made by this man on horseback, 
and they always understood that this man on 
horseback was John Honey. There had been a 
difficulty in the crew making use of the rope, and 
it was then that John Honey swum to the vessel, 
and he did so repeatedly. Dr Milne said truly 
that, while John Honey was attempting to reach 
the vessel, his friends, thinking he was too long, 
tried to pull him back, and he cut the rope with a 
knife, the rope being attached to himself for his own 
safety. I t had been said that the boy was the last 
to leave the ship, but that was not so, and seeing he 
was quite a buy, the seamen would never have 
thought of leaving him to the last. The boy, how-
ever, was the last to be landed. The hoy was 
named James West, and he had been talking that 
night with his son, who said he remembered when 
he was thirty years of age his father telling him of 
the incident. The account given by him and by his 
(the speaker's) grandfather differed in only one 
particular. His grandfather always told his (the 
speaker's) father that his brother, the boy of the 
crew, was pitched from the vessel into the face of a 
huge wave, and the next that was seen of him he 
was as far outside the vessel as the vessel was from 
the land. The next sea took him between the 
vessel and the shore, and then it was that he was 
rescued by John Honey. James West's son told 
him that night that that was what his father had 
always told him with this exception that his father 
said he jumped from the vessel, and as he 
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himself said ' was washed on the beach like a 
bunch of ware. ' There was no doubt tha t J o h n 
Honey had to do with the saving of each of them, and 
they ever held his memory in reverence. Both his 
grandfather and James West had eventful careers. 
His grandfather was again subsequently wrecked, 
and he was the only survivor. James West was 
pressed into the navy, in which he served for nine 
and a half years, being paid off then as peace was 
declared, and losing his pension by only six months. 
On one occasion J a m e s West was a member of a 
crew of eighteen men who had gone ashore to 
procure money to pay the crew. While the boat 
was between the shore and the vessel an enemy 
appeared, and they were attacked. Only three of 
the eighteen men got back to the vessel, and James 
Wes t was one of the three. He had another very 
narrow escape. They had been engaged in a hot 
action for some time, and the mainbrace of the 
vessel had been shot away. James West was a 
powerful fellow, and a man of great stature, and be 
and another sailor were sent aloft to splice the 
mainbrace. They had just done so, and were 
looking along the splice as sailors do on such 
an occasion, and were endeavouring to rub 
it out, one on each side, when another shot 
struck the mainbrace and cut it between the 
two, and till his dying day he considered that even 
at the wreck of the Jane t he was not so near losiDg 
his life as on tha t occassion. No authentic account 
of the rescue was lef t by John Honey, and when 
his son visited Macduff he was dependent mainly on 
what he then heard for an account of it. 

Mr West exhibited at the meeting an old portrait 
of Dr Honey, with a drawing of the scene at the 
wreck below. The vessel was seen a short distance 
from the shore, huge waves continually breaking 
over it. A man on horse-back stood on the shore 
along with some fishermen. The portrait and 
scene were drawn by W. Douglas, engraved by 
R. Scott, and a t 'Edin . ' it was 'pubd. as the 
Act directs.' I t was inscribed—'John Honey, 
Esq., A.M., aet. 19, who effected the deliver-
ance of the crew of the Jane t of Macduff, 
which was wrecked at St Andrews on the 3rd 
January 1800, a t the imminent hazard of his own 
life.' Above the portrait were the words from Job 
xxix. 13—' The blessing of him that was ready to 
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perish came upon me, ' and those f rom Acts xxvii. 
2 0 — ' A n d when no small t empes t lay on us, all 
hope t h a t we should be saved was then taken away. ' 

Mr W e s t received the t hanks of t h e meet ing for 
his interesting communicat ion. 

PURCHASE OF OLD WEIGHTS. 

Dr RAMSAY, Banff, in accordance wi th notice, 
moved tha t the Club purchase and present to t h e 
county museum a t Banff old s tandard weights. 
The administrat ion of t h e Weights and Measures 
had, he said, passed in to t h e hands of a very 
active body, who found they had in the i r premises 
a number of old weights for which they had no 
use, and to which they had h i ther to given accom-
modation in the same room in which the weights of 
the county and burghs were placed. A sense of 
order came over the new committee, and they 
directed tha t they should be cleared out and sold as 
old metal. "When he saw a list of them it occurred 
to him tha t it would be well t h a t a t least some of 
them should be saved f rom their ignominious f a t e 
by the Club purchasing them, which they could do 
a t a very cheap rate. There were three sets of weights. 
One was a cup-shaped bronze s e t ; there was a flat set 
and a hand-bell shaped set. The flat shaped bronze 
weights were f rom 8 lbs. to 2 oz., all in a series. 
All the three sets bore the date 1707. A clause of 
the Treaty of Union—article 17—ran in these te rms 
— ' T h e same weights and measures shall be used 
throughout the United Kingdom as are now estab-
lished in England, and s tandards of weights and 
measures shall be kept by those boroughs in Scotland 
to whom the keeping of the s tandards of weights 
and measures does of special r ight belong, all which 
s tandards shall be sent down to such boroughs f rom 
the s tandards kept in the Exchequer a t Westmins te r 
subject to such regulations as the Par l iament of 
Great Britain shall think fit. ' These weights were 
provided in terms of the Treaty of Union, and they 
were procured by the managers of the burgh of 
Banff a t the t ime. H e believed a similar set of 
weights was also acquired by the burgh of Aberdeen, 
and were now placed in the City Museum in 
Gray's School of A r t buildings there. There-
fore they would be following a good example if they 
agreed to purchase the weights, and place them in 
the county museum. The cost to the funds would 
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