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T H U R S D A Y , N o v e m b e r 4, 1897. 

ANNUAL MEETING AT BANFF. 

The annual meeting of tbe Club was held on Thurs-
day in the Town and County Club—the president, 
the Rev. Mr Milne, King-Edward, in the chair. Mr 
Robert Hardie, bank agent, Banff, was admitted a 
member. Nominations for admission of members 
were made as follows:—By the Chairman, the Rev. 
Wm. Edie, King-Edward ; by Mr James Grant, Mr 
G. A. Cumming, solicitor, Banff; by the secretary, 
Dr J . A. Cameron, county medical officer; the 
Rev. Robert Coupar, Macduff; and Mr James 
Simpson, Inland Revenue officer, Inverboyndie, 
which several nominations were duly seconded. 

The treasurer then read his annual report, showing 
an income of £19 12s. 4d., and expenditure of £21 
2s., leaving a balance in hand of £51 2s. 3d. 

The secretary's report followed, giving an account 
of the work of the year. Six new members had joined 
the Club during the year, an accession which would 
probably be more than sufficient to make up for 
losses by resignation or otherwise. One member, 
Mr Alexander Cruickshank, LL.D., Aberdeen, had 
died. He had been a member of the Club almost 
from the beginning, and in remitting his first subscrip-
tion, very kindly wrote that if ever the Club were 
hampered for want of funds to let him know. 

The President then delivered the following ad-
dress on 

THE MOHR CAIRN IN MONQUHITTER. 

A few hundred years ago, it was the general 
practice in Scotland, as in most countries, to burn 
the bodies of the dead and to bury the ashes, some-
times loose, sometimes in earthenware urns, and 
sometimes in small stone enclosures called cists. 
Burning was not the only way of disposing of the 
dead. As among the ancient Jews, Greeks, and 
Romans, bodies were sometimes interred without 
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burning. Graves containing remains of skeletons 
are sometimes found in the fields, but these are 
comparatively rare, and they may also be compara-
tively recent. With the general introduction of 
Christianity, which may be assigned to the reign of 
David I., beginning in 1124, i t became the custom 
to convey the dead to consecrated ground around 
the parish churches, that they might be remembered 
in the prayers of the clergy and of their surviving 
friends when they met for divine worship. I t must 
not be supposed, however, tha t all graves found in 
the fields are pre-Christian. A stone in a field 
south of Rhynie has two Christian emblems on it— 
a fish and an animal intended to represent the 
whale that swallowed Jonah. As solitary burials 
continued after the consecration of churchyaids, so 
burning of the dead continued long af ter the estab-
lishment of Christianity in Scotland. At first, the 
Church had no doubt recommended interment in 
consecrated ground without burning, as the most 
becoming mode for those who believed in the 
resurrection of the body, and we may be sure 
that the injunctions of the Church had been 
generally followed very soon; but funeral cus-
toms die hard, and, in some instances, the 
censures and denunciations of the Church were 
resorted to not so long ago to put a stop to ignes 
ossium, bone-fires, or burnings of the dead. People 
still call a great fire burned in commemoration of an 
important event a bonfire, though the meaning of 
the term is forgotten. I said funeral rites die hard. 

I have not had an opportunity of refreshing my 
memory, and it may be deceiving me, but I think I 
have read in Diodorus Siculus, a Greek historian, 
that the burning of widows alive with their husbands' 
bodies was an Indian custom in his time. I t is only 
the British rule that prevents it from being still 
practised in Hindustan. In Europe, it was anciently 
the custom to bury with the dead articles that 
belonged to them, such as horses and chariots, ships, 
shields, spears, axes, knives, arrows, millstones. I 
have seen at a funeral the chairs on which the 
coffin had been placed outside a house thrown on 
their backs as soon as the body was lifted, as if they 
were never to be used again, a relic of the time 
when they would have been broken up and used for 
burning the owner's body. On one occasion, when 
a death followed soon after a funeral, at which the 
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chairs were lifted and taken into the house as soon 
as the funeral procession was out of sight, this was 
supposed to be the cause of the second death, and, 
therefore, the chairs were on this occasion allowed 
to lie till the funeral party returned from the in-
terment. Within my knowledge, children who 
died before baptism were buried at the foot of the 
wall of a church, because before the Reformation it 
was not allowed to bury them in consecrated ground. 
But as the officiating priest in consecrating the 
churchyard had gone round the outside it was 
thought that a body buried close to the wall 
though outside would still be in consecrated 
ground. Unchristened weans, as Burns calls them, 
were buried at the foot of the churchyard wall, at 
first outside, later inside, and still later at the foot 
of the church wall, the custom of burying at the 
foot of a wall being kept up after the reason was 
forgotten. Till quite recently, children were 
usually baptised when a week old to avoid risk of 
their dying unbaptised, and so not entitled to 
Christian burial, and sometimes a minister is called 
at untimely hours still to baptise children appa-
rently near death. Among the ancient Greeks it 
was a custom to put in a dead man's mouth a coin 
to pay Charon for ferrying his ghost over the river 
Styx to admit him into Hades. Something like 
this was done in Scotland after the reason why had 
been forgotten. I t was long a custom to throw a piece 
of silver into the grave with a coffin, as if to pay for 
the ground. Money was, perhaps still is, put into 
coffins to facilitate the entrance of the deceased into 
purgatory. Whatever the reasons assigned for 
putting money into graves and coffins, the custom 
is clearly a relic of the ancient Greek usage. It 
must have been practised at King-Edward, for the 
grave-digger brought me a Swedish shilling found 
at the bottom of a grave. It is now in the 
Antiquarian Museum in Edinburgh. 

A curious Roman form of burial which I have 
seen may be mentioned. In making the railway 
station at York, an important place in Roman 
Britain, a burying-place was excavated, in which 
bodies were found encased in sheet lead, beaten till 
it fitted the body like a mummy case, and after-
wards soldered together at the joining of the edges. 
At a small hole left open, lime paste, such as 
plasterers make, had been poured in all round the 
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body. The Romans and Egyptians sometimes used 
stone coffins. In Scotland unburned bodies were in 
early times interred without coffins in neatly built 
chambers, with a layer of fine sand in the bottom. 
In rural districts bodies continued to be buried 
without coffins till two hundred years ago, and 
later still in the Highlands. Of ten a chest and 
mortcloth for covering i t were provided for general 
use in carrying the dead to churchyards. Such a 
chest is described in Macalpine's Gaelic Dictionary. 
At the burial of Sir John Moore a t Corunna ' no 
useless coffin enclosed his breast, ' because i t was not 
the custom of the country a t the t ime to bury the 
dead in coffins. 

The object of these remarks is to show tha t the 
ancient burial customs in Scotland were similar to 
those of ancient Greece and Rome, and tha t though 
the establishment of Christianity introduced a great 
change, it was a gradual change, and that , since 
some relics of the most ancient usages persist to the 

present day, it would be unsafe to pronounce all 
modes of interment different from those adopted at 
present as necessarily of great ant iquity. 

The usual pre-Christian mode of burial seems to 
have been to dig a slight hole in the ground in the 
immediate neighbourhood of the dwelling of the 
deceased, and having filled it with fuel, to burn the 
body above it, and then gather into it all the ashes 
and cinders that remained and cover them up. 

Often the excavation had been very small and 
shallow, not more than two feet wide or deep, and 
sometimes less. Such graves are very common, but 
there is so little about them to a t t rac t notice t ha t 
not one in a hundred is recognised or supposed to 
be anything strange. A few indications may be 
given to show where they may likely be found. 
For thousands of years back the climate of Scot-
land has been much the same as it is now, as 
pleasant in summer and as severe in winter. The 
sea had been as productive in white fish and the 
rivers in salmon, the cliffs by the sea had been as 
well frequented by birds in spring and summer, 
there had been ducks and geese in the marshes 
and on the lakes, partridges in the fields and 
grouse on the moors, the Highland glens had 
sheltered deer, hares had frequented the Lowlands, 
and the sandy seaside dunes had swarmed 
with rabbits; but still it seems hardly possible 
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that the country could have been permanently 
inhabited, except in the vicinity of the sea, by a 
people destitute of domestic animals, and ignorant 
of the art of cultivating the ground. There is, 
however, ample reason for supposing that in the 
interior the country was densely peopled in suitable 
places, and that the early inhabitants possessed 
many domestic animals, and grew various kinds of 
grain. Places with Kepple or Caiple in their names 
show that horses were kept. We know besides 
that in the south the Britons in time of Cresar had 
chariots and horses, and the breed of small horses in 
the Shetland Isles in the extreme north could not 
have acquired its fixed peculiar type in less than 
some few thousand years. The many names, 
especially in this neighbourhood, with Bo in them 
show that cows were kept. We have Cairnbo, 
Linganbo, Bo, and Tillybo, all near Banff. Names 
like Colp or Colpy show that heifers were herded 
in common by themselves, at some distance from 
the villages ; names with Dav or Damph tell where 
oxen were fed ; places called Tillykeiry were hills 
where sheep were kept. The great number of 
names beginning with Auch, meaning a field, sug-
gests that much of the land was under cultivation, 
and in confirmation of this we find in the ground 
stones for going into the point of ploughs, serving 
the same purpose as socks, and like them, capable 
of being adjusted to give a little more ' yird' when 
required. Graves also are sometimes overlaid with 
hollow stones for grinding corn into meal by a stone 
held in the hand ; other deeper mortar-like 
stones — there used to be a famous one in 
Fordyce — served for making pot-barley, and 
I placed in the Banff Museum a sample of 
charred oats taken from a grave in King-Edward, 
apparently of as good a variety as any now grown 
here. Fuel for winter use could not be dispensed 
with in this climate, and an abundant supply of 
good water a t all times was an absolute necessity. 
Where we find a place with springs or streams of 
clear water in the neighbourhood of arable land, 
and fuel within reach, we may, with great certainty, 
say that people dwelt there, and there too we may 
expect to find their graves. But often the marks of 
a grave are so slight that they attract no attention. 
Sometimes in digging drains, or ploughing somewhat 
deeper than usual, a small quantity of very black 
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earth is turned up, and this is all there is to tell 
that a human body had been burned there. Char-
coal is practically indestructible, and if fragments of 
burned wood occur among the ashes, the kind of 
tree which supplied the fuel can be made out. The 
name Darra means oaks, and, in justification of the 
appropriateness of the name, bits of oak charcoal 
have been seen in graves found there. Most often 
there is not a stone of any kind to mark the site of 
a grave, though occasionally there are a few field 
stones, four or five pounds in weight, lying above 
the ashes, but not visible above ground. Sometimes 
where flat stones are plentiful or can be quarried 
near by, a single flat stone has been placed in every 
case above the ashes. In a field on Auchinbadie 
in Alvah, near the Deveron, about twenty-five years 
ago a great many graves were found with such 

a covering. The stones were so near the surface 
that they were a nuisance in ploughing, and were all 
dug up one season. The great number of them, 
and their nearness to one another, led to the idea 

that the place had been reserved exclusively as a 
burying ground for the neighbouring district. The 
surroundings, however, the proximity to the river, 
which afforded water and fish, and the good arable 
land all around, say rather t ha t the place had been 
tor very many years the favourite abode of a small 
community who buried their dead upon the spot 
where they lived. In the south of Norway, on 

Christiania Bay, burial mounds are found containing 
war ships, in which the body of the owner had been 
placed. In Scotland we may suppose tha t some-
times when a man died his body was burned inside 

his house, which was consumed along with it, and 
that his ashes were interred on the site of the house 
in which he dwelt. 

While in the ordinary course of things the 
common people had been interred with no stone to 
mark their graves, with the notables of the land i t 
was different. Sometimes a single large stone had 
been set up to show where a hero was buried. 
In the district between Dee and Spey there are 
many single stones, most of them sculptured with 
strange devices, which are telling us some-
thing though we can hardly understand their 
language. These sculptured stones are not confined 
to the district mentioned, which corresponds to 
the ancient Marr and Buchan, but they are more 
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numerous within it than in any other area of equal 
extent. Careful excavation around these stones has 
often led to the discovery of marks of ancient inter-
ment, and though it is easy to say that the inter-
ments were made there because the stones were 
there in the first place, it is more likely that the 
stones were set up to mark the place of burial of 
eminent persons. Some of the devices on the stones 
are Christian emblems. On the Rhynie stone 
already mentioned there is a fish, adopted by early 
Christians as an emblem of their faith, because in 
the Greek name for a fish are found the initials of 
words meaning Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the 
Saviour. Along with the fish there is the figure of 
an animal, with a great mouth and four limbs, end-
ing not in feet but in convolutions. This repre-
sents the creature called in the Bible a fish, and in 
the New Testament, revised version, a sea monster, 
tha t swallowed Jonah. The fish is clearly a salmon, 
the sculptor having possibly one from the Don to 
serve as a model; but the sea monster he had 
evolved out of his own inner consciousness, never 
having seen one. The swallowing and vomiting 
up are represented in the catacombs at Rome. 
This sea-beast is evidently designed to show belief 
in the resurrection of the body, "just as plainly as 
the phrase on tombstones two hundred years old 
' H e r e lies in the hope of a blessed resurrection.' 
On another stone at Rhynie there is the upper part 
of what may be called the resurrection beast in a 
different design. There is the great mouth and two 
appendages a t the shoulders, representing swimming 
feet. Along with the beast there are other devices 
which cannot be satisfactorily explained; but they 
seem to represent something like what is described 
in Matthew, the darkening of the sun, the eclipse of 
the moon, the falling of the stars, and the shaking 
of the powers of heaven, a t the sounding of the last 
t rump. I believe they are emblems of sacred 
things, and that these sculptured stones cannot be 
older than the visit of Columba to this part of 
Scotland, thirteen hundred years ago. Very possible 
they are not older than the time of Malcolm 
Canmore's Queen Margaret, and there is no other 
objection than the style of ornamentation to assign-
ing them to so late a period as that of the Alexanders, 
when few could read though they could understand 
a sculptured representation of a sacred subject. 
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There is a resurrection beast in the roof of the old 
Castle of Towie, which was founded in 1593, and 
not finished before 1603. I t has often occurred to 
me that many of the figures on the sculptured stones 
must have been carved by the same hand, or a t 
least by a particular school of carvers, and tha t one 
or more individuals in some Abbey renowned for 
skill in this department had been called to various 
parts of the country to adorn the tombstones of the 
nobles of the land with Christian emblems. 

Another variety of sepulchral monuments is a 
great ring, fifty feet in diameter, of undressed 
stones set on end at regular intervals, with the best 
stones at the south, and a great block lying on its 
side between them, apparently as an indication 
that the door was shut, and tha t the place was to 
be held sacred. These circles are generally called 
Druid temples, and the great horizontal stone is 
called the altar stone, in the belief tha t human 
sacrifices were offered upon it. This is mere sup-
pesition. There is not a particle of evidence on the 
subject. Human sacrifices were offered in other 
north-western countries of Europe, and may have 
been in Scotland ; but we know nothing tha t could 
in any way justify the assertion tha t these circles 
were connected with religious worship. The sup-
posed altar stone is, in some instances, flat on the 
top ; in others, as in the very fine circle in Crimond, 
it is round; and very often it is wanting alto-
gether. The Druids taught t ha t the soul or 
spirit was immortal ; they discoursed upon 
astronomical subjects; and when they wrote, 
they used the letters of the Greek alphabet. 
These three statements embody everything t h a t can 
in any way connect the stone monuments in the 
north-east of Scotland with Druidism. The im-
mense labour and the skill and ingenuity involved 
in collecting and erecting the stones of the circles 
seem to imply belief in something af ter death ; the 
arrangement of the stones of the circle and the altar 
stone, according to the cardinal points of the com-
pass, have some connection with astronomy ; and 
on an upright stone at Newton in Culsalmond there 
are marks which are so like Greek letters t ha t a t 
first sight one thinks there can be no great difficulty 
in reading the inscription, but though it has been 
often read, no two readings agree with each other. 
The letters may be Greek, and yet the words may 
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be Gaelic or Pictish. Excavations bave been made 
inside these circles, and urns, black earth, and other 
evidences of interment have been discovered, and I 
have no doubt that they were in every instance 
erected to commemorate some important personage. 
There are several of these circles near each other at 
Clava, by the river Nairn. One of them, on exami-
nation, was found to contain an urn in the centre in 
a large chamber built with stones and filled with fine 
river gravel, which must have been poured in at a 
hole in the top after the chamber was finished. 
There are too many of these circles at Clava in one 
place, and too few all round about for their being 
temples of worship, and, as has often happened in 
interments in more recent times in modern church-
yards, a newer and more pretentious circle has 
unscrupulously encroached on an older, erected to 
the memory of some one who had lived so long 
before tha t he had been forgotten. The belief that 
stone circles are Druid temples is so inveterate and 
unreasonable that it is of no use to argue with one 
who has taken up this idea. He may say with his 
mouth that he is open to conviction, but he seems 
to add mentally what an outspoken 'w i f e ' said 
openly—'I would like to see the man that could 
convince me.' The best way to deal with one who 
has taken up the Druid temple idea is to say ' Go 
to Clava.' 

Another way of indicating a burial place is by a 
great mound of earth. There is one at Auchenbadie 
a t a little distance from the place where the graves 
covered with flat stones were found. An account 
of it has been already given in the Transactions of 
the Field Club. There is another mound at 
Balgreen, in Gamrie, called the Law. locally pro-
nounced Lyave, with liquid 1. A greal conical 
mound six hundred yards in circumference was 
raised on the field of Waterloo as the most approp-
riate way of commemorating the battle and of 
marking the burial place of the slain. 

Heaps of stones have often been collected for 
memorials of deceased persons of importance. 
Groups of small cairns are to be seen in the High-
lands by the wayside in many places, often where 
two glens meet. Sometimes they are not greater 
than a rickle of peats, a dozen of long stones set on 
end and a few smaller ones on the top; sometimes 
they are large and carefully built like a tall cone 
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with narrow base. These cairns are in some cases 
at least the work of people who had assembled 
at convenient places to assist in the heavy 
task of conveying a long distance deceased 
acquaintances to churchyards. I t was also the 
custom, especially in Roman Catholic times, to 
raise a small cairn where a dead body was found. 
Charitable feelings led passers-by to "pray for the 
souls of those who had met with sudden death. 
without the services of the ministers of religion. 
A similar custom still prevails in Switzerland and 
the north of Italy. "Wayside crosses are of f requent 
occurrence, and sometimes a painted board shows 
how the death was caused. I have seen the picture 
of a man falling from a tree on the spot where the 
accident occurred, with an inscription asking a 
prayer for his soul, and such requests are still 
reverently complied with. In the head of Glen-
bucket a small cairn marks the place where a 
woman with a young child lay down and died on 
her way from the Upper Cabrach in a t ime of 
famine. In the ' View of the Diocese of Aberdeen,' 
written in the early part of last century, it is said 
that there could still be seen, a t the two mile cross, 
the cairn of bonny John Seton of Pitmedden, 
nephew of the first Lord Banff, a Royalist, who was-
shot by the covenanters near the Bridge of Dee on 
their way to Aberdeen ; and tha t near the bark 
miln in Aberdeen there was the cairn of one 
Catanach, killed by the provost of the city. On 
the field of Harlaw, fought in 1411, there was a 
cairn to the memory of Sir Alexander Irvine of 
Drum on the spot where he fell. In these and 
other cases cairns were merely memorials of single 
individuals, not marking their burial place; but 
we have in the north - east of Scotland many 
cairns small and great, which were raised 

to mark burial places. In Spalding's Troubles, we 
read that , in the covenanting times in 1630, there 
was ane bikkering about Tollie,' in which David 
Prat, servant of the Laird of Gight, was shot from 
the 'houss heid,' which was the first blood drawn 
since the beginning of the Covenant. A small cairn 
long marked the place where he was buried in a 
field near the castle of Towie, but it is not there 
now. After our visit to the castle ten years ago, I 
wrote, on behalf of the Banffshire Field Club, to 
the governors of Gordon's Hospital, asking them to 
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put a small headstone to mark the place, but they 
declined. Some of the north country cairns are of 
great size, so vast that we can hardly think they 
were raised on one single occasion, even if we 
suppose the population of the country was as dense 
as it now is. They may have been the work of a 
great number of people assembling annually for 
days at a time to celebrate some important event or 
commemorate a deceased chief. 

Near the road from Longside to Cruden is Cairn-
catto, which may have taken hundreds of years to 
gather together. Stone cists, flint arrow heads, 
and stone axes have been found around it. I t 
wants the finished look that an enclosing ring gives, 
and it is remarkable more for its great extent than 
for height and regular shape. Most likely it is the 
place where the bodies of the inhabitants of the 
surrounding district were brought after death for 
burning and burial for many successive generations, 
each interment causing an addition to be made to 
the cairn. At Memsie. in Rathen, in last century, 
there were three great cairns a hundred yards apart. 
They were a hundred yards in circumference and 
about forty feet high. Now only one is left, and it 
is not so large as it once was. The circumference 
of the base is now eighty yards, and the height less 
than twenty feet. I estimate that these three 
cairns had contained twenty thousand loads of 
stones, and if we reckon this in loads of the ancient 
carts or creels, we may safely put the number at a 
hundred thousand. Evidently the Cairns of Memsie 
were not built in one day. Rather than assign them 
to collections of stones raised to cover the slain in 
some great battle, I should say they were the 
burying places for a thousand years of three 
different tribes of peaceful people, who continued a 
custom that began with the burning and burying 
there of some men of great note in their day. 

Another cairn, the one which has led me to make 
these remarks on ancient modes and places of 
sepulture, is the Mohr Cairn in Monquhitter, on the-
farm of Cairnhill. Mohr is a Gaelic word, meaning 
great, but the cairn was not so large as Cairn-Catto 
or the Memsie Cairns. It was surrounded by a ring 
of stones nearly three feet in height and ninety yards 
in circumference. The height had probably never 
exceeded ten feet, and latterly it was less. The 
cairn did not quite fill up the whole area within the 
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ring, but there was a great accumulation of stones 
to the north and south of the ring, which may have 
been deposited there comparatively recently, when 
gathered off the fields. In 1894, Mr Norrie of 
Cairnhill removed the cairn and the adjacent 
accumulations of stones, for the purpose of bringing 
the site under cultivation. He carefully noted 
everything unusual that was observable in the pro-
cess, and his foresight and attention were rewarded 
by the discovery of a collection of interesting things. 

On the south side of the cairn, within the ring, 
but near it, there was a grave containing two urns in 
fragments. The grave itself was 6 feet long, 2 1/2 
feet broad, and 4 feet deep. The subsoil is a hard, 
coarse clay, and the sides of the grave did not 
require to be built up with stones. The urns seem 
to have been much the same as sepulchral urns 
found in the district usually are. They had been 
made of the clay dug from the grave, for the frag-
ments are black in the centre, showing the presence 
of vegetable matter. They had been shaped by the 
hand, and ornamented with the impression of a 
plaited cord pressed into them around the circum-
ference, two or three times when in a soft state. 
The phosphate of lime in the bone ash generally led 
to the entrance of roots of plants into an urn, and 
this proved the destruction of it. Notwithstanding 
every care taken in digging out urns they usually 
fall to pieces, split up by the expansion of roots 
inside. In uncultivated ground the good food has 
often led to the growth of a broom bush above an 
urn. 

On the north-east side of the cairn there was a good 
deal of black matter among the stones on the sur-
face of the ground. I t looked as if bodies had been 
buried there, and stones had been heaped up over 
the ashes, making an addition to the pre-existing 
cairn. There was no trace of white bone ash among 
the stones and the black matter, all having beea re-
moved by water, and the roots of plants. About 
half way between the centre of the cairn and the 
outer ring, on the south-east side, there were two 
small cists, evidently contemporaneous. They were 
of the same size and depth below the surface, and 
they were only a yard apart. They were placed 
end to end, east and west, with their north sides in 
one line, and so also were their south sides. They 
measured 18 inches long inside, 12 wide, and 12 deep; 
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t he sides and ends were of single thin stones placed 
on edge, and large thick stones served for covers. 
The re was about a foot deep of loose ear th above the 
covers. The cist nearest the east contained small white 
bi ts of burned bone, and some black ash. The other 
cist, which was somewhat nearer the centre of t he 
cairn, contained s ixty- two different articles, which 
wi thou t any doubt had been interred a t t he same 
t ime as the bone ashes, and therefore in all likeli-
hood they belonged to the person whose ashes were 
in the o ther cist, who, judging f rom the nature of 
the articles, I believe was a lady. The relics in the 
cist a re pre t ty and interesting, but of no more 
intr insic value t han t h e bits of old china t ha t modern 
ladies del ight in adorning thei r boudoirs with. Of 
the whole collection, only five could have been of 
any use to anybody. There were thir ty-one agates, 
all water-worn ; these had probably come from the 
sea-beach about Usan, south of Montrose, where 
t hey are very p len t i fu l in t h e lava rock there. 
Agates are formed in cavities in lava t ha t had been 
blown ou t by steam when the lava was liquid, in the 
same way as holes are formed in loaf-bread by car-
bonic acid when i t rises. On cooling, the steam turns 
to water , and sinks into the lava, leaving the hole 
empty . In rainy weather , water sinking through 
the sti l l very ho t lava dissolves out silica, which i t 
takes into the empty cavities, and deposits there as 
a t h in layer all around the walls when the water 
dries up. Nex t wet season, another layer is de-
posited, perhaps of a different colour, and so on the 
process goes till t he cavities are quite filled up. 

Agates or Scotch pebbles were very fashionable 
a t one t ime, and great numbers were collected in 
Forfarshi re , and made into brooches, eardrops, and 
bracelets, b u t they are not much in demand now. 

Grea t quant i t ies of large agates are taken from 
South America to the Rhine still for ornamental 
purposes on t h e Cont inent . There is a fine collec-

tion of Scotch agates in the Montrose museum. 
There were two black flint pebbles, beach worn, 

very round, which may have come from the coast of 
K e n t ; and t he re wero three chalk fossils, the 
largest about 2 inches high, very like a helmet 
in shape, is called galerites, another smaller is 
ananchytes, and a small fossil of the same kind, of 
t he colour and size of a large hazel nut , is probably 
offaster pillula. These are smooth and beach-worn, 
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and probably came from the coast of Kent also. 
Identical fossils are found on the Torhendry range, 
but they are not so smooth. 

Three small, dirty - white quartzite pebbles 
had been picked up on some beach, perhaps 
a t Banff, on account of their nearly perfectly round 
shape. They are about half an inch in diameter. 
Other sea beach curiosities were a bit of hard shale, 
with alternate laminae of black and yellow, and 
three pretty jasper pebbles, one in size and shape 
like a blackbird's egg, but variegated with red and 
white stripes. There was also another egg-shaped 
stone, hand dressed, from a bit of serpentine, 
perhaps from Portsoy, about the length of a lap-
wing's egg, but not so thick. Six pieces of rock 
crystal may have been found among the Cairngorm 
mountains; they are not waterworn. There was 
also a flat beach-rolled pebble about the size of a 
penny, gray, with two bands or veins of white 
quartz crossing each other a t right angles, picked up 
probably from showing the figure of a cross, 
apparently the only thing in the lot tha t had any 
religious signification. Of old, people delighted to find 
resemblances to things mentioned in the Bible in 
natural objects. Fishwives showed on the shoulders 
of haddocks two black spots, the marks of Peter ' s 
finger and thumb, made when holding a fish to take 
the tribute money out of its mouth. Irish peasantry 
riding on donkeys saw in a black stripe clown the 
back of their beast and another crossing it at the 
shoulder, a representation of the Cross of Chr is t ; 
and herbalists cutting across the stem of a fern 
near the ground saw the initials in brown, J .C. 
Another beach-rolled article, found lately on the 
spot where the cist was, probably formed part of 
the collection, but had been unnoticed, because 
it was coated over with earth. I t is a lump of 
amber or fossil resin, and may have come from the 
coast of Norfolk, Essex, or Sussex. I t is hard and 
brittle, and smells of resin when scraped, but it is 
not so transparent as ordinary amber. The greatest 
dimension is about 2 inches. There was a canine 
tooth which might have been once in the head of a 
dog or a wolf. 

With the exception of the serpentine egg, all 
these were in the same state as they had been 
found in, showing no marks of human work upon 
them ; but the other articles had all been prepared 
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for some purpose. There were two flint knives— 
one 2 7/8 inches by 11/2. oval, thin, whitish in colour, 

ground to an edge upon a grindstone, would have 
een a handy tool for skinning hares and rabbits, 

or even bigger deer. In the opinion of the Society 
of Antiquaries of Scotland it was a tool for flaking 
arrow heads. I t was in much the same style of 
manufacture as the very large flint knife shown at 
one of our northern meetings, which was as large as 
a saddler's knife, and much the same in shape. I t 
reminded me of the flint sacrificial knives used to a 
late date, following ancient custom, in Rome. 
Plautus has the phrase inter sacrum et saxum, 
' between the victim and the knife,' or rendering it 
alliteratively in English as in Latin, we may make 
it, ' between the deil and the deep sea.' I think 
the flat flint knife has been a lady's knife used for 
ordinary domestic purposes. The other flint knife 
was a large black flake, flat on one side with a ridge 
on the other, 3 1/2 inches long and 7/8 of an inch broad. 
Hundreds of such flakes are found on the fields, 
but this specimen was longer than usual. There 
was a black ring of Yorkshire jet, or perhaps 
only Scotch cannel coal, through which a finger 
could be passed. All the other articles were, 
as I think, partly or wholly of glass. 
There was a piece of quartz about 2 inches in 
diameter, in shape like half of an apple that had 
been bevelled off from the centre. I t is composed 
of a cluster of rays of quartz radiating from a point 
in the back, and ending in black crystals on the 
outside, but having been rolled in a stream, the 
points of some of the crystals are worn off. I t had 
been formed in the upper part of a cavity in a rock 
into which water had carried quartz in solution, the 
upper part adhering to a point of rock, and the 
crystals forming on the under side. Such things 
are found in a vein of quartz in Bennachie, west 
of Pittodrie, but the crystals there are small and 
rusty like. Larger crystals of the same kind are 
found in a vein in the upper end of Glen Carvy in 
Strathdon on the way to Ballater. Perhaps, 
however, the piece of quartz came from the 
haematite veins in Cumberland, where very fine 
specimens are found. But the chief point of 
interest about this stone is that the cavity in the 
back, which the point of rock from which it 
originally hung once filled, contained a bit 
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of glass resembling an artificial eye. I t had 
been made by collecting on the point of 
an iron or bronze rod, a small round ball of 
dark blue glass, then it had been dipped in 
molten glass of a lighter blue, next into the first 
blue glass, and lastly, into white glass. "When it 
had become cold and hard, the ball had been ground 
down on one side till all the four rings were seen. 
I t is a very fair imitation of an eye though rather 
flat. This glass eye was cemented with some brown 
substance into the hole in the back of the quartz. 
The cement might have been the propolis which 
bees gather off the buds of poplars, which it much 
resembled, or perhaps ordinary resin from a fir tree. 
The eye was clearly made to fit the hole in the 

quartz, and it may not have been of Scotch manu-
acture, yet we know that glass was made in 

Scotland very long ago. When the Field Club 
went to Pluscarden, we were told t ha t the ovens 
where the glass for the windows of the Priory was 
male could still be seen, and in the Exchequer 
Rolls of Scotland, in the time of Robert Bruce, 
there is an entry of the cost of weights or horse 
loads of wood for melting the glass for his new 
chamber at Cardross. There were two small green 
glass balls ornamented with fine circles of white 
glass, apparently imitations of the concretions in 
agates called cat's eyes; and there was a large 
glass ball with a hole through the centre the size of 
the little finger, forming a ring an inch thick. 
There was a large chip off the edge, and, un-
fortunately, the ring or ball was broken with a pick 
when the cist was opened. The fractures showed 
that the body of the ring was composed of brown 
glass with rings and streaks as is seen in what used 
to be called Gibraltar Rock, now Forfar or Edinburgh 
Rock. This ball may have been used in spinning 
threads of wool or flax, being put on the end of a 
spindle and rolled along the thigh with the right 
hand to give twist to yarn threads. 

An oval plate of glass, bevelled on the edge, was 
composed of three layers of glass, the lowest or 
largest black, then a thin layer of white glass, and 
a repetition of the black above, with the surface 
well polished. A bit of glass showing artistic skill 
was what seemed to be part of a bracelet tha t un-
fortunately had been broken. The broken ends 
were ground smooth for fear of cutting with the 
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sharp edges. The glass is brown or amber coloured, 
and it is transparent. Beginning on one edge where 
it had touched the arm, passing over the outside, 
and ending on the other edge run three diagonal 
bands of yellow, made of short lines arranged so as 
to produce the appearance of ropes. On the edges 
the lines are short and close as they ought to be to 
produce the proper impression that the observer saw 
a rope; as they come round to the front the lines are 
longer and farther apart, but they close and shorten 
as they pass on the other side. The yellow lines had 
been produced by grinding to powder glass of the 
requisite colour, and painting the lines with it on 
the bracelet, which had afterwards been fired in an 
oven till the powdered glass melted and became 
fused into the surface. Glass finger-rings of 
similar colour with white and yellow bands twined 
spirally round have been found in Buchan, but 
there is no evidence that glass was made in Britain 
a t an early period. In the early centuries of the 
Christian era the manufacture of glass vessels and 
articles of personal adornment had reached the 
highest pitch of perfection at Rome, and it con-
tinued to be practised till the fall of the empire 
and all through the dark ages till about 1200, when 
the headquarters of glass-making were transferred 
to Venice, where it still flourishes. From Rome it 
was carried to other countries, Gaul for one, and 
the bracelet, and other glass articles may have come 
from France if not from Italy. Lastly there was 
the most important thing in the whole collection, 
an intaglio representing a satyr or devotee of 
Bacchus. The figure is human, naked, with the 
limbs rather slender, and the right leg thrown out 
behind, the only mark of the beast being a tuf t of 
hair above the buttocks. There is a thyrsus, a 
light staff with a fir cone on the top tied with 
ribbons, in the right hand, and a panther's skin 
on the left arm. The stone, if it is a stone, 
is a sardonyx, light brick red, with a white 
line round the edge. I t is oval, about the size of a 
halfpenny, rather longer the one way, and narrower 
the other. The sardonyx is quartz deposited in 
layers of red and white on the wall of a crack in a 
rock, or in a cavity in lava like the agate. From 
its colour, it was the stone usually selected tor 
Bacchanalian subjects. The engraving is beautifully 
executed, and, when mounted in metal setting, the 
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gem had served both as a seal and a personal 
ornament. 

Gem-cutting began in Greece about 600 years 
before Christ, and by the time of Alexander the 
Great had attained as high a degree of excellence as 
it ever reached. By this time also, the gem-cutters 
had found out the way to make imitations in glass 
of precious stones, and, from its scarcity, the 
sardonyx was often imitated. The Romans were 
keen collectors of gems, and af ter a time, Roman 
artiats produced copies of Greek gems in great 
abundance. Skill in the ar t of engraving fell off 
gradually, but revived again in the f if teenth 
century, and although it again sunk, it once more 
became the rage to engrave and collect gems in the 
last century. Tassie, an Edinburgh engraver, who 
died in 1799, discovered the way to make a superior 
kind of glass for gems, and took impressions in it of 
all the fine gems he could procure on loan. The 
richest cabinets in Europe were placed at his 
command, and when he died, the list of his 
impressions contained 20,000 pieces. Many of them 
were sold by dealers as originals, and the authorities 
of the British Museum, to whom I sent the gem 
pronounced it to be a Tassie, in which they were 
certainly wrong, for the cairn in which it was found 
is at any rate six hundred years old. A higher 
value being set upon antique gems than on modern, 
the engravers of all ages endeavoured to imitate 
antiques, and though for a time connoisseurs had 
certain tests by which they could distinguish modern 
copies from antique originals, the imitators got up 
to these, and I believe it is impossible now to tell 
the age of a gem by the look of it. Ancient gems 
were rougher in the deepest part than modern, 
which were made smooth. To get over this, the 
forgers put their new work down the throats of 
turkeys for a few days, which takes the shine off 
them effectually. Mr Hannay, proprietor of Cairn-
hill, in the public interest informed the Exchequer 
of the discovery, and the collection was claimed as 
treasure trove. I t was sent to the Antiquarian 
Museum in Edinburgh, where a selection of the 
most important articles was made for preservation 
in the National Scottish Museum of Antiquities, 
and the rest were returned to the finder, Mr Norrie. 
with a douceur of £10 for those retained. The 
Society of Antiquaries pronounced the gem to be a 
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sardonyx of late Roman workmanship corresponding 
to the 4th or 5th century. It seems presumptuous 
to differ from the chief antiquarian authorities of 
both England and Scotland, and I should not have 
done so had they not differed from one another. 
I believe the gem to be glass, not stone; but I 
think it is not an impression, but an original 
engraving, though perhaps a close copy of some 
antique gem. Sardonyxes were scarce, and yet in 
great demand for certain subjects, hence they were 
early copied in glass; this example has a white line 
round the edge and no white anywhere else ; this 
would have been very easily put on, and if it had 
been a sardonyx most likely some other part would 
have shown whi t e ; there was a chip off the edge 
showing a very glassy like fracture, and these and 
other slight indications led me to think it was glass, 
but the age I could not presume to state. I am 
sure the cairn must be at least 600 years old, for in 
1539, in a dispute about matches, evidence was 
given that the boundary of Delgaty had run from 
the Mohr Cairn to the Grey Stone, a little to the 
east of the cairn, from time immemorial. This 
would carry us more than 100 years back from 1539, 
say to 1406, the time of James I. One of the 
pebbles in the collection would never have been 
thought worthy of being carried so far from the 
sea-side but for the appearance of a cross upon it, 
made by two veins of white quartz a t right 
angles. This says that the owner was a 
Christian, and, therefore, wo must put her 
lifetime after David I. and probably not before 
Alexander I. in the beginning of the thirteenth 
century. The fact that the body had been burned 
points to an early date after the establishment of 
Christianity in the North, which in King-Edward 
was not later than 1199, and was probably not later 
in Turriff. A piece of oak, found in the centre of 
the cairn, is still fresh in the inside, though decayed 
on the outside. The Council of the Antiquarian 
Society pronounced the fragments of the urn found 
at the outside of the cairn, but inside the ring fence, 
of bronze age ; but urn-making was such a simple 
process that there was ample room for the display 
of original or imitative skill, and, unless bronze 
articles had been found along with it, the connection 
between the urn and the bronze period cannot be 
regarded as established. If I might presume to fix 
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a date when the collection was made, I should put 
it between 1200 and 1400. I think it must have 
belonged to a lady who very likely collected the 
articles herself. Identical chalk fossils are found 
on the Torhendry Hill in the south of Longside, 
but they are not water rolled, a t least not so 
smooth and recently rolled, so we must go to 
England for them, to Flamborough Head, the coast 
of Dorset, or of Kent. Was there about the time 
I have indicated any cause tha t led people to go 
from Scotland to England ? That there was. 

About that time, men and women flocked every 
summer in thousands to the tomb of Thomas A' 
Beckett at Canterbury, as Chaucer says, 

' The holy blissful martyr for to seek 
That them had holpen whan that they were sick.' 

At this time, the worship of God was greatly 
neglected, but no one who could afford the expense 
of the journey could refrain from making the 
pilgrimage to Canterbury, a t least once in a life-
time. The hale went for the novelty and excitement 
of the journey, to see and be seen, the sick to be 
cured of their maladies, and the convalescent to 
return thanks for their cure, as they had vowed to 
do when ill. Men went. The Earl of Mar had a 
permit from the King of England to go with thir ty 
armed men ; women went, no doubt with their 
husbands, but alone if they could get no male friend 
to go with them. In those days, ladies travelled 
about riding on horseback after the manner of men. 
Chaucer's good wife of beside Bath had been a t 
Jerusalem and all over Europe selling her cloth, 
and she had a pair of spurs when she rode. I have 
no doubt Marjory, Countess of Buchan, who died 
in 1234, had been at Canterbury in her time, 
and it is quite a likely thing that she, or some other 
lady of high rank and wealth living a little before 
or after her, had gathered the fossils and pretty 
stones with her own hand, some on the shore of 
Kent and some on the coast of Forfar on the 
way home. The intaglio, the bracelet, the onyx 
brooch, and the glass balls, large and small, were 
not unlikely a purchase made in passing through 
London. 

In the very centre of the cairn there was found a 
great pit filled with earth 10 feet long, 8 wide, and 
6 deep. The corners, not the sides, were directed 
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to the cardinal points of the compass. The pit had 
been dug for the cremation of the body of the 
person in whose honour the cairn was raised. The 
sides of the pit were built up with stones to keep 
earth from falling in during the burning. I t seems 
tha t the pit had been filled with combustible matter 
such as wood, heather, broom, and pea t ; in the 
bottom were found two large pieces of oak burned 
and decayed on the outside, but fresh and sound 
inside. On the pile of combustibles the body had 
been laid and burned, and when all was over the 
ashes had been collected and interred in one cist 
and the collection of curiosities in the other. Then 
the pit had been filled up, and the cairn had been 
raised. 

A strange black gelatinous substance covered one 
end and one side of the pit, and also the upper side 
of the pieces of oak. When newly exposed, it was 
an inch and a half thick, but it shrunk up on 
drying into little pieces only a quarter of an inch 
thick, jet black, and shining like glass when 
fractured. I t is insoluble in boiling water, in ether, 
bisulphide of carbon, alcohol, sulphuric ether, 
turpentine, hydrochloric acid, but it is slightly 
dissolved by sulphuric acid and completely by 
caustic potash. I t has no taste, no smell, it does 
not fuse with heat. Wha t it is I do not know, but 
I think it may be colloid silica, perhaps of vegetable 
origin, or at "least coloured with vegetable matter. 
Mendeleef says Cairngorms owe their smoky colour 
to vegetable matter, and flints found under moss 
are coloured blood red, and the black colour of this 
strange substance may be due to smoke or soot. 

The Antiquarian Society in Edinburgh have 
affixed a label to the collection bearing the words— 
' Said to have been found in a cist in a cairn.' They 
are welcome to the benefit of any doubt they may 
have as to the exact spot where the articles were 
found. I did not see them taken out of the cist, 
but I saw the cairn, both the cists, and the place 
where the things came rolling out when the end of 
the cist was taken away, and that they came out of 
a cist, the bottom of which was two feet below the 
surface of the ground and the top one foot, and that 
there was a great depth of stones above the cist I 
have no doubt. The pit is now filled up, and the 
site of the cairn is under cultivation, but the exact 
position of the pit is known. I t would, however, be 
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well t o place above i t a large s tone or t w o t o preserve 
the remembrance of t h e Mohr Cairn . 

On t h e motion of Mr Hossack, a h e a r t y vote of 
thanks was accorded to D r Milne for t h e very 
efficient manner in which he h a d discharged t h e 
duties of t h e chair dur ing a yea r of special import -
ance, and for his very excel lent re t i r ing address. 

D r Milne t hen proposed as his successor 
to the chair Mr Wil l iam Forbes , Macduff , which 
motion was seconded by t h e Secre ta ry , and 
carried by acclamation. T h e o the r office-bearers 
were elected as follows, viz —The Rev. J o h n Milne, 
LL.D. , King-Edward ; t he Rev. W . S. Bruce , D . D . , 
B a n f f ; the Very Rev. M . Chisholm, L L . D . , Bla i rs 
College; the Rev. George Su the r l and , Po r t soy ; t he 

Rev. W m . Anderson, Boynd ie ; and Messrs Alex . 
Ramsay, LL.D. , Banff ; J a m e s Spence, P e t e r h e a d ; 
Wm Cramond, LL.D. , Cul len ; J o h n Runc i eman , 

Auchmill; Sheriff Gran t , B a n f f ; Mr A . W . F a r q u h a r , 
M.A., Bracoden; and J o h n Barc lay , M.D. . B a n f f ; 
t reasurer , Mr G. M. Hossack ; secre ta ry , Mr J o h n 

Y e a t s ; assistant secretary, Mr Wi l l i am S i m p s o n ; 
members of Council, ex-Provost S m i t h ; Messrs 
Alex. Greig, Sandlaw ; J o h n Garden , Banff ; J a m e s 
Grant , LL.B. , B a n f f ; and George Pi r ie , B a n f f ; 
corresponding members, Rev. George S u t h e r l a n d . 

Portsoy ; Rev. Alex. Bremner , Fyv ie ; and Messrs 
J ames Lawson H u n t l y ; J o h n Macdonald , B u c k i e ; 

Wm. Cramond, LL.D. . C u l l e n ; J o h n Runc ieman , 
Auchmi l l ; and A. W . F a r q u h a r , G a m r i e ; delegates 
to the Nor the rn Association of L i te ra ry and Scientific 
Societies, t he Pres ident and Mr Greig. 
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