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T H U R S D A Y , M A Y 19, 1898. 

M E E T I N G AT BANFF. 

A MEETING of the Banffshire Field Club was held 
in the Town and County Club Buildings on Thurs-
day evening. On the motion of the secretary, Mr 
John Yeats, Rev. George Sutherland, Portsoy, was 
called to the chair. Mr James Sim, Macduff, was 
admit ted a member of the Club. A letter was read 
from Mr Wallace, Inverness, stating that the joint 
meeting of the Northern Scientific Associations to 
be held in Nairn had been fixed for Friday and 
Saturday, 1st and 2nd July , and expressing the 
hope tha t the Banff Club would be able to send a 
good representation. Rev. Mr Sutherland read the 
following paper on 

MR ALEXANDER CRAIG, A FORGOTTEN 
BANFF POET. 

I fear it is amongst the things ' no t generally 
known' t ha t Banff once had amongst its resident 
citizens, i ts representative in the Scottish Parlia-
ment and Convention of Royal Burghs, a Court 
poet. This was Alexander Craig, of Rosecraig. He 
usually describes himself on his ti t le pages as 
Alexander Craige, Scoto-Britane; but to one dedica-
tion he signs himself Scoto-Banfa. Little was 
known of him till David Laing, the well-known and 
erudite Edinburgh authority on Scottish literature 
and antiquities, edited his works for the Hunterian 
Club of Glasgow in 1873. In the introduction to 
this reprint he gave all tha t could then be discovered 
about Alexander Craig, either from the literature of 
his own day or local sources in Banff. To this 
nothing was added till the publication of Dr 
Cramond's Annals of Banff, in which he, with his 
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usual industry and energy, has brought to light 
many facts connected with the Banff poet and his 
family. 

At one time, Craigston, then called Craig-Fintry, 
in the neighbouring parish of King-Edward, belonged 
to a family named Craig. To some branch of this 
family belonged in all probability the Banff poet, 
and a more eminent man, his contemporary for a t 
least the earlier part of his life. This was Sir 
Thomas Craig of Riccarton, a leading Scottish 
lawyer of his day, writer of a very learned treatise 
on ' Feudal Law,' often referred to, but not often 
seen in the non-professional world; also, writer of 
a treatise on the right of James VI . of Scotland to 
the crown of England, and other works of a like 
nature, and of some Latin poems, as much out of 
date as his prose works. His son became a Lord of 
Session under the title of Lord Wrighthouses. Sir 
Thomas died in 1622, by which time the poet had 
made his position, and been sent to the Parl iament 
of 1621 as Commissioner from the Burgh of Banff. 

Alexander Craig was the son of William Craig, 
burgess of Banff, of whom nothing is yet known, 
except that in 1595 he was appointed with four 
others to sell certain fishings belonging to the 
common good of the burgh, and tha t in 1609 a 
charter was given ' by Sir George Ogilvie of Dun-
lugas to Alexander Craig, son of William Craig, 
burgess of Banff, of a tenement, houses and yard in 
Banff, then possest by the said William.' Most 
probably the poet was born about 1567, for in 
1582 he matriculated at St Leonard's College, S t 
Andrew's, and the usual age for so doing was at 
tha t time 15 or 16. His signature is still preserved 
there in a volume of the names of those who signed 
the Articles of Religion in 1582. I t is in the 
usual crabbed style of the day, decipherable only 
by those who are skilled in antique handwriting. 
In 1586 he received the degree of Master of Arts. 
The name of Alexander Craig occurs as a witness to 
an Assedation of the Teyndis of the parochine of 
Turriff, 1587-8; but we do not know if this is our 
Alexander Craig or another man of the same name. 
' Wha t course of life he was destined to follow has 
not been ascertained. He may have attracted the 
notice of the youthful king, and if not connected 
with the Royal Household, he may have been 
otherwise employed; he makes a t least a vague 
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allusion to having been abroad.' H e seems to claim 
more intimacy with the King, Queen, and other 
members of the aristocracy than we should expect 
if he had no official connection with the Cour t ; and 
t h e terms in which his pension is granted points 
the same direction. 

David Laing had in his possession a MS. collection 
of notes for a 'His tory of the Scottish Poets ' made 
by George Chalmers, the compiler of 'Caledonia,' 
from which he quo tes—'He (Craig) followed King 
James to London in 1603, and continued there 
several years, endeavouring to gain both fame and 
money by his poetry, and he was not unsuccessful. 
He wrote encomiastic poems, in a high strain of 
flattery, on the King and Queen; and he gained the 
favour of some of the courtiers by the same means.' 

His first volume, ' T h e Poeticall Essayes of 
Alexander Craige, Scoto Britane. ' Seen and allowed. 
Imprinted a t London by William White, dwelling 
in Cow Lane, near Holborne Conduit, 1604. I t is 
mainly laudatory of Royalty, and when Craig 
praises he does not stick for want of energy. In 
'Calidon's Complaint ' of the coming departure of 
the Queen and Prince Henry to join the King in 
England, he winds up:— 
And so since King, Queen, Prince, and all our all 

must go. 
The Trinitie above preserve this Trinitie below. 

Craige did not go without reward. H e obtained a 
grant of a pension of 600 merks Scots, or £36 6s. 8d. 
stg., dated a t Whitehal l , Dec. 9, 1606. The warrant 

is very vague in i ts s ta tement of the services for which 
the pension was granted ; i t is ' for the guid trew 
and thankfu l l service done and to be done by his 
grace be his belouit servitour Maister Alex. Craige, 
and to give him bet ter courage and habilitie fayth-
ful ie to continew thairin. ' This grant of the king 
received the no less important ratification a t next 
meeting of the Scottish Parl iament , August 11, 
1607. The grant was made with the advice and 
consent of George Erle of Dunbar and Chancellor 
of Scotland, and Laing quotes a dedication of a 
portion of a volume of Craig's poems printed in 
1606 to this nobleman, as showing that , besides 
direct bounties, it was to the good offices of this-
nobleman t h a t Craig had obtained his pension. 

Chalmers in his MS. notes quoted by Laing says 

Ban
ffs

hir
e 

Fiel
d 

Club



20 

—'Craige afterwards retired to Scotland and enjoyed 
his pension. He appears to have settled a t a place 
named Rose Craig, which cannot be traced on any of 
the maps old or modern. Perhaps, the name was 
given by himself.' Perhaps i t was, but if so the 
name stuck, and the Rose Craig, if not well-known, 
is a t least not unknown. In 1873, Sheriff Gordon 
had no difficulty in identifying the Rose Craig, 
between the Castle and the Deveron, though par t 
had been cut away when the harbour was formed, 
and a road carried between the remainder, and some 
excavations made and buildings erected upon it . In 
correspondence with Mr David Laing, he mentions 

tha t in a plan made in 1823 the rocks on the opposite 
side of the road are laid down as ' Rose Rocks.' In 
the late ordnance survey, however, the old name 
Rose Craig is restored. I believe this was done on 
the authority of the late Mr Forbes, town clerk, 
whose knowledge of the antiquities of the burgh was 
very great. 

After receiving his pension, Craig seems to have 
frequented the court no more. Perhaps the pension 
was the price of his retirement, as it is sometimes 
of a persistent claimant whose claim cannot be 
altogether disowned, and who cannot well be 
advanced in the service. He seems to have 
settled down at once in Banff, and taken his 
place there as a prominent citizen, active 
in public affairs. In 1609 he purchased the tene-
ment in which his father lived, but whether this 
was Rosecraig or not, there is nothing to show. In 
1610, and again in 1613-14-15-16, and vet again in 
1621 he was Commissioner for Banff to the ' Con-
vention of Royal Burghs,' then an influential 
institution, acting to a considerable extent as a 
Board of Trade for Scotland. In the lat ter year, 
1621, he was also Commissioner for Banff to the 
Parliament called in that year, the Parl iament 
which ratified the Five Acts of the ' ouncil of 
Perth, and in 1623 he is one of the Banff Bailies. 
While serving the burgh he added to his stake in it. 
In 1621 he adds to his possessions Kingswell c r o f t ; 
in 1622 Rothie's croft, Craigiecroft, Seton's croft, 
and part of Greenknow, Pyper 's croft, and Roodrig; 
in 1623, Well croft, Peas croft, Pyper 's croft. A t 
his death, his son James Craig is served heir to ' Mr 
Alexander Craig of Rosecraig in a Tenement in 
Banff and of Rothiescroft, Hillcroft, The Craigins, 
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Peaserig, Pypercroft , the Head of Roodrig, Craigie 
Croft, Seton Croft , all lying within the territory of 
Banff. ' 

The date of the poet's death is not accurately 
known. In 1623, his name occurs frequently in the 
burgh records. The last time it appears is 26th 
February 1624. In 1626, there appears in the 
Register of Hornings 'Issobell Chisholme, relictof 
umqll. Mr Alexander Craig of Rosecraig and Mr 
Alexander Douglas, doctor of medicine, her husband, 
spouse to the said Isobell.' and in 1628, James 
Craig is designated ' eldest son and heir to the 
deceased Mr Alexander Craig,' and Alexander 
Douglas, M.D., is his father-in-law. Craig left 100-
merks to the Church of Banff, and the Session was 
enjoined at the Presbyterial Visitation in 1630 ' to 
deal with Dr Douglas who had married the said Sir 
Alexander his wif for peyment thereof!, and gif 
they cannot have it by frienly deilling, to seik by 
law, and tha t before next visitation.' In 1632, Dr 
Douglas states that ' Alexander Craig bad mortified 
100 merks to the Kirk of Banff and the minister 
serving the cure.' In the Visitation of 1632, the 
Session is enjoined syclyk to satle Mr Alexander 
Craggi's mortification for the support of the 
minister and his successors. I t was registered in 
the Sheriff Court Book 23 November 1680. 

He was married to Isobell Chisholm, but there is 
no record of the date of the marriage or her ante-
cedents and connections. Her son, James Craig, is 
mentioned with his wife, Mary Douglas, in 1625. 
This looks as if the poet had been twice married, 
for his widow married Dr Douglas, who had a 
daughter, Christian, registered in the year 1628, 
and another, Jean, in 1630. There is no doubt that 
his wife was Craig's widow, for in the Session books 
of Banff, under the year 1830, it is stated in con-
nection with the non-payment of a legacy for benefit 
of the church tha t ' Dr Douglas had married the 
said Alexander, his wif. ' Now it would he rather 
an unusual thing for a mother to have a child five 
years af ter the marriage of her eldest son. 

In 1627, 20th December, there is a retour made in 
favour of James Craig as heir to Mr Alexander 
Craig his father. He added to his possessions in 
1650 ' t h e common lands of Banff called Cauldhame.' 
In 1675, he settled his affairs by disponing to bis son 
Alexander, Cauldhame, Rothiescroft, Peaserig, 
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Duncanscroft, Roodrig, all lying within the territory 
of Banff. At the same date, he gives a bond of 
provision to his daughter, Agnes Craig, upon the 
houses in Banff, Pyperscroft, Wellcroft , &c., which 
in little more than a year she ' dispones' to her 
brother, James Craig, for 1000 merks. The second 
daughter, Isobel, is provided for by a like bond. 
James Craig besides these children had a son Walter , 
and another, name unknown. 

Alexander Craig, son of James, was a man of 
another stamp, and instead of upholding the family 
dignity, and adding to its possessions, seems to 
have been a ' wastrel.' I t is uncertain whether he 
was the Alexander Craig, burgess of Banff, against 
whom the burgesses and freemen of the burgh made 
complaint, July 2nd, 1642, for keeping ' ane open 
buith and selling of waires within the toun of 
Fordyce being ane wnfrie part [he binds and obliges 
himself] tha t he should not directlie nor indirectlie be 
himself nor be na servand in his name in na tyme 
cuming keep any oppin buith within the said toun 
of Fordyce nor vent nor sell na kynd of wair 
thairin under the payne of ane hundreth poundis.' 
There can be no doubt about the following extract 
from the minutes of the Town Council, 1676, Nov. 4, 
Alexander Craig of Rosecraig, for dinging Beatrix 
Hendrie in Seaton, was amerciat in £40 Sc. In 
1677, Jan . 27, he is ordained to be put in prison ti l l 
the fine is paid. On April 15th 1679, he is fined 
£4 for beating Wm. Bruce. In 1677, March 18th, 
he 'appeared in the public place of repentance, pro 
20, and was absolved. He paid his own penalties, 
and enacted himself for payment of the woman's. ' 
Along with this, the family property was being 
lessened bit by bit. In 1681, there is an entry in 
the minutes of the Kirk-Session, ' Disposition pre-
sented to the Kirk-Session by Alexander Craig of 
Rose Craig to Patrick Sim, merchant burgess, of his 
pew tha t was once Master Alexander Craig's, his 
good syre, and James Craig's, his father. I t is next 
to the entry of the porch door on the west side 
thereof, reserving to Alexander Craig the benefit of 
the lair below it. ' I t was well he did not sell the 
grave of his fathers with the pew. H e did not 
object to strangers trampling on t h e m ; he drew the 
line at the mingling of their dust. 

In 1682 there is a discharge, "Walter Gray to Alex. 
-Craig, of two bonds due by Alexander Craig of 
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Rosecraig. In 1683 comes a discharge from Alexander 
"Wallace, Dean of Guild of Banff, to Alex. Craig of 
Rosecraig, of several debts and diligence against 

h i m ; and later in the same year a disposition by 
Alexander Craig of Rosecraig to William Fife, 
Baillie in Banff, of ' the Temple Land called Kings-
well Croft, in the Territory of Banff.' There must 
have been other alienations of property, for in 
December 1690. Alexander Fife is returned as 'son 
and hair to William Fife his father, ' and in the precept 
of Clare constat tha t followed in 1695 the list of 
property is almost identical with that which James 
Craig inherited in 1627 from his father, Alexander 
Craig the poet, including the family ' tenement ' of 
Rosecraig. In 1723 there is an entry in the minutes 
of the Town Council which may give some idea of 
the size of the house.—'Oct. 12 (1723). Paid to 
Madam Lathur, relict of the deceast Mr Robert 
Lather [Lauder] of Rosecraig, £26 10s. Scots, as the 
price of 16 chears, whereof 15 couered with carput, 
and one arm chear couered with green cloath, for 
the use of the Council House.' I t was evidently a 
house of considerable size when it had 15 chears en 
suite fit for use in the Council H o u s e , though the 
price seems very moderate. I have a dim recollec-
tion of hearing of it as an inn. Judging from the 
size of the house and the extent of the property, the 
Craigs were a family of some importance in the 
burgh, though they disappear in insignificance in 
the person of the last Alexander. The site of 
Rosecraig now belongs to Mr Alexander Colville as 
an adjunct of his property of The Castle, Banff. 

Considerable interest attaches to Issobell Chis-
holme, the poet's widow, and her husband, Alex-
ander Douglas, M.D. He first appears in the 
records of Banff in 1627 as raising an action of 
lawborrows against Sir George Ogilvie of Banff and 
William Gordon, burgess. He is designated as 'son 
of the bishop.' His father may have been either 
George Douglas, illegitimate son of Archibald Earl 
of Angus, who was t i tular Bishop of Moray from 
1573 to 1580, or more probably on comparison of 
dates, a son of Alexander Douglas, who was 
minister of Keith in 1580, afterwards of Elgin, and 
Bishop of Moray from 1606 to' 1623. In 1625 Dr 
Douglas was an elder of the kirk, and in 1648 ruling 
elder. Although ' the bishop's son,' he was a great 
Covenanter, and was blamed for bringing Monro's 
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army to Banff in 1640. when the castle was destroyed 
and much damage done. In 1637 he was a baillie ; 
in 1642, Commissioner to the General Assembly 
with an allowance of 46s. 8d. 'daylie during his 
attending furth and home.' This was repeated 
in 1643 and 1644. He was Provost in 1639, 1645, 
1648, 1653, Commissioner to the Convention of Royal 
Burghs 1649, and to the Scottish Parliament in 
1641, 1643-45, 1649-50-51, 1656, 1658, all within the 
time of the Commonwealth. He was also Comis-
sary of the county. In 1648 he produced before 
the Provost, Baillies, and Council a letter from the 
Earl of Lawdaine, President of Council, and 
protested against the election of any magistrate who 
had taken part in the late engagement in favour of 
the king. The Provost, Gilbert Mair, made a 
protestation to the contrary, but in vain. The 
Council elected Mr Alex. Douglas as Provost in 
place of Gilbert Mair. 

On one occasion he is said to have fled, as many a 
quieter man than Dr Douglas had to do in those 
days; but if be fled it was only to ' jouk and let the 
jaw gang bye.' He was a keen politician to the last. 
In 1653 he became one of the Sheriffs principal of 
Aberdeen, and was thanked by the Magistrates and 
Council of Banff for his services in settling some 
disputes with the College of Aberdeen, and his 
expenses allowed. By this time he was proprietor 
of the Dounies, called also Durnis and Dunnis. 

In 1660 he was Provost of Banff, and Isobel 
Chisholm, his spouse, was still alive. This was the 
year of the Restoration, and we do not know 
what effect the final defeat of his political party 
had upon his position. The date of his death has 
not been ascertained, but it was a sad ending for a 
man who had for a length of time been the leading 
spirit in Banff. ' Returning home one day from the 
Court House, he was stabbed from behind by a man 
who was selling peats.' His misfortunes did not 
end here. A grand monument was erected to him, 
and this, it is said, was privately carried off by the 
first Earl James, and built into the back of the 
family mausoleum, which he was then erecting, 
where it figures as a memorial of a Carmelite 
Chapel that once stood there. In the recess of the 
monument there is an effigy, sometimes called that 
of King Robert Bruce, the founder of the Carmelite 
House in Banff, but is more probably that of 
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Alexander Douglas, Doctor of Medicine, Provost of 
Banff. He is also commemorated by an inscription 
at the entrance of the old churchyard, in which he 
is styled commisary of the county. 

I have spent all my time on tracing the rise and 
fall of the Craig family and its connections in Banff 
as being an interesting side light on the social life 
of the time, and have scarcely spoken of Alexander 
Craig as a poet. Indeed, I have little to say. We 
must remember that in his young day the writing 
of verse was as necessary a part of the liberal 
education of a young gentleman as music is now in 
that of a young lady. The poetry of the day was 
perhaps not of high character, but it was verse, for 
it scanned. I t was learned, for it was combined 
with a knowledge of the classics as the main feature 
of the training of the day. Craig is so full of classic 
references that he is scarcely intelligible to us of the 
present day without frequent reference to a classical 
dictionary—an old one by preference. His style 
turgid and bombastical, full of hyperbole both in 
the way of encomium and of abuse. Indeed, 
flattery is the main staple of a great part of it, 
but he can abuse very heartily. When he quits 
these fields and begins to moralize, he is dreary 
beyond all possibility of enjoyment. To the great, 
he is obsequious, and while affecting indifference, 
has no scruple in asking favours, and complains 
bitterly of deficient payment of his pension by the 
Exchequer; and for this he seems to have had 
reason, for the entries in the Exchequer Book of 
payments to him are very irregular. One striking 
feature in his poems is the scarcity of any definite 
allusion to his own history or connections, or of any 
traceable allusion to the characters to whom he 
addresses his epigrams and sonnets. They are of 
that neutral character that might have been 
addressed to a dozen different people as occasion 
served. He was one of a small knot of contem-
porary poets of similar character, some superior, 
some inferior to himself, who seem to have formed 
a Mutual Admiration Society, and made a point of 
writing laudatory verses to each other to be inserted 
in each new volume as it appeared. One can easily 
imagine that Craig gained his pension as much by 
importunity and flattery as by real services, though 
his pedantry was exactly the kind that suited the 
taste of James I. and those who praised or blamed 
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af te r the pa t t e rn of the King. His poetical works 
are:— 

1. The Poetical Essayes of Alexander Craige, 
Scoto-Britane. Seen and allowed. I m p r i n t e d a t 
London by W . Whi t e , dwelling in Cow Lane neere 
Holborn Conduit . 1604. (2 copies known.) 

2. The Amorose Sonnets and Elegies of M. 
Alexander Craige, Scoto-Britane. Impr in t ed a t 
London by W . Whi t e . 1606. (Said to be very 
free.) 

3. The Poetical Recreations of Mr Alex. Craig of 
Rose Craig, Scoto-Britan. Aberdene, p r in ted by 
Edward Raban for David Melvill. 1623. (3 copies.) 

4. The Pilgrim and Heremi t e in form of a 
dialogue by Master Alexander Craig. Impr in t ed in 
Aberdene by Edward Raban for David Melvill. 
1631. (1 copy defective.) 

The Poetical Works of Alex. Craig of Rose Craig. 
1604-31. Now first collected. Ed i ted for t h e 
Hunte r ian Club by David Laing, 1873. (210 copies.) 

Craig's last poem, The Pilgrime and Heremi te , 
was printed in 1631, a f t e r the author ' s dea th . I t 
was edited by one Robert Skene, wi th a dedication 
to William Forbes of Tolquhon. I mention th is as 
it offers a possible link of connection between t h e 
poet and two Craigs, more or less his contemporaries, 
who lie buried in the Churchyard of Tarves. T h e 
Forbeses of Tolquhon were a t t h a t t ime the chief 
proprietors in the parish of Tarves, and the most 
prominent family in the district. The stones on 
the two Craigs are large flat slabs in t h e s tyle of 
the day, with shields of arms. One bears t h e 
inscr ipt ion—'Here lyes Thomas Craig, pursuvan t 
qua depar t i t ye 19 of Maii—84, and Marjor ie Ridel 
his spous, qua departed ye xv. Apri l 1583.' The 
other has a Latin inscription, which may be trans-
lated, ' T h e last abode of Wil l iam Craig, Ross 
Herald, and his spouse Mar jory Rei th , which they 
provided for themselves and thei r fami ly to rest in 
unt i l the day of the resurrection. 1617.' These 
inscriptions in Tarves Churchyard coupled wi th 
the dedication of the poem to Forbes of 
Tolquhon suggest not only t h a t the re may have 
been a relationship among the Craigs, bu t also 
t h a t the poet's connection wi th the court may have 
been through service in the Herald 's office. I t is 
certainly an unexpected thing to find a pursuivant 
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and one of the chief heralds of Scotland lying, 
utterly forgotten, in a quiet, retired churchyard in 
Aberdeenshire, as unexpected as to find a court 
poet among the resident burgesses of Banff nearly 
two hundred years ago. 

P. S.— There is a faint reminiscence of a herald or 
some such official arousing the family of Tolquhon 
in the silence of the night by blowing his trumpet 
before the gate, in connection with some legal 
proceedings. 

NOTES ON URN AND BONES. 

There was thereafter read the following paper, 
forwarded by Mr Jas. Moir, A.M., Kincharrachie:— 

When, in 1893, the bridge over the Ythan at 
Kinharrachie was being built to supersede the Ford 
(of Ardlethen) a t the same place, a sand and gravel 
pit was opened in the western slope of a field on the 
farm of Wes t Kinharrachie, from which all the 
building and cement sand and the pebbles for the 
concrete foundations were got. Seeing that this 
pi t was likely to be a valuable asset on the estate, 
the proprietor. Colonel Turner of Turnerhall, took 
the working of it into his own hands, and appointed 
a caretaker to look after it and work it to their best 
mutual advantage. When the pit was first opened, 
af ter the mould surface was removed, there was 
first a thick deposit of pretty large water-worn 
pebbles of almost all the rocks of the d i s t r i c t -
gneiss, granite of various sorts, sandstone, pure 
white and creamy quartz, graphic granite, different 
porphories, very hard slaty wedges, warted over 
with still harder protuberances, but rarely even a 
fragment of flint. Below this conglomeration ot 
smoothed stones was a layer of finer pebbles mixed 
with sand, below which was a considerable depth ot 
sand, very suitable for cementing and building 
purposes, with little admixture of pebbles. Since 
the bridge and its approaches were completed, the 
sand pit has been worked far ther into the brae, and 
dug out to a lower level, and now the working face, 
some twenty feet high, shows first a foot or so of 
light soil, then a thin clayey layer, next a deposit 
of small and very uniformly sized pebbles, several 
feet deep, and below this a thick deposit of pure 
stratified sand of different degrees of fineness, but 
with well marked divisions. Stratification is well 
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