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which they had no control, were too long in 
gett ing to work. They can meet only in he 
evening, and i t is only for a short t ime in sum-
mer t ha t the l ight is good enough t o do any 
effective work. I f , however, the Club see fit to 
appoint the committee again, t hey will have he 
whole season before them, and may be able to 
do some useful work. ' 

The Chairman said he was sure the secretary 
deserved a hearty vote of thanks for the very 
full report of the year 's proceedings he had sub-
mit ted to them. (Cheers.) 

PRESIDENT'S RETIRING ADDRESS. 

The President then delivered his ret i r ing 
address, ' Notes of pre-historic remains in the 
neighbourhood. ' Specimens of ancient weapons 
and implements were exhibited, all carefully 
labelled with the locality in which they had been 
found. I n the course of his paper the President 
sa id :—In the year 1836 the Cont inent of Europe 
was startled by the announcement of a French 
' s avan t ' stating his belief in the human origin 
of these little bits of carved flint t ha t had h i ther to 
been ascribed to the agency of fairies and elves. 
Such an announcement natura l ly created con 
siderable stir amongst the various societies. 
Superstition had taken such a hold on the 
populous towns and villages t ha t this new idea 
was at first_ received with scorn ; and ' Boucher 
de Perthes, ' instead of receiving the thanks of 
the learned, was treated as an impostor. I t was. 
only a f te r a long and severe struggle and many 
questionings, which had no t ceased in France 
till 1856, tha t the belief in human agency gradu-
ally gained ground. And down to within a few 
years ago, in remote districts of this country, 
these flint arrow-heads were spoken of as fairy 
darts or elf-shot. Through the enl ightenment , 
however, tha t has come f rom such societies at 
our own Banffshire Field Club, all these super-
stitious ideas regarding fairies, elves, warlocks, 
witches, hobgoblins, and water - kelpies have 
gradually disappeared, and have given place to 
interest and admirat ion concerning the manu-
facture of these wonderful l i t t le weapons. T h e 
art , I may say high ar t , has been lost never to 
be regained. A few years ago an Englishman, 
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known as ' Fl int Jack, ' made a number of imita-
tions and sold to collectors. But those who were 
acquainted with the real thing had no difficulty 
in detecting the fraud. A few of these speci-
mens may be seen in the National Museum, 
Edinburgh. The beauty and fine form of many 
of the specimens that have escaped the ruthless 
stroke of the flerish at t ract our attention to 
the details of the work. The finer specimens 
are beautiful ly serrated along the edges, while 
the surface chipping excites our admiration and 
astonishment a t the delicacy of execution. 
Broadly speaking there" are three varieties, with 
modifications a s ' t o size and general outline, 2 1/2 
in. long being about the longest, and i in. being 
abut the smallest size. The leaf pat tern is the 
most common variety, in which the serrated 
edges and surface chipping represent the thorns 
and veins of, say, the dog rose leaf. 

Then there is the barbed variety having two 
wings and a stem. I t is the most elaborate and 
must have required the greatest skill and care 
in every s t roke: it is quite a marvel in stone 
work. The third variety is not so common. It 
has the two wings but not the stem—a triangular 
form with hollow base. Besides these three 
varieties, there have been found stone weapons 
considerably larger. Among these are the spear 
and lance heads, which were formed pret ty much 
af ter the shape of the leaf pat tern arrow head 
Long flakes of flint in the shape of a knife, and 
doubtless used as such, some of these are semi-
circular and finely serrated as if used as a saw. 
Then there are scrapers, which are nodules of 
flint, split and chipped round the edges and 
used, it is supposed, in dressing the animals 
killed for food. W e now come to the Celt or 
Stone Axe, which was a powerful weapon, as 
well as a useful tool. I t was made of different 
kinds of stone, the sizes ranging from 2 1/2 inches 
long up to 10 inches, 12 inches, or more, the 
cutt ing edge being finely ground. There had 
been many curious beliefs concerning the Celts, 
one of the most common being that they were 
thunderbolts , and another tha t , if placed in a 
well or cistern, they had the power of purifying 
the water and of acting as a preservative against 
disease in man and beast. A third belief was 
tha t , if a thunderbol t were boiled in water and 
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the water used for ba th ing a rheumat ic limb, it 
would effect a cure : also if placed on the l intel of 
door-posts i t would prevent the entrance of the 
evil one. Then were stone hammers, with a 
hole in centre to receive the handle. The carved 
stone balls are found chiefly in the nor thern 
counties of Scotland, in size about 2 1/2 inches to 
3 inches in diameter, with 6, 8, or more bosses. 
Their use has no t been qui te understood, b u t 
they seem to have been used as club heads or 
similar weapons. They would, when mounted 
on a handle, look very like some of t h e weapons 
used by a Nor th American t r ibe of Indians. 
These, along with a few horn and bone imple-
ments, were the earliest tools and weapons man 
possessed, and they are found more or less plenti-
fully all over the world. T h e pa t t e rns are won-
derfully alike, while the mater ia l varies,—that 
which has been found in this count ry has been 
chiefly flint, and occasionally specimens have 
been found made of quartz and agate, while in 
North America many specimens are found -
quartz, obsidian, jasper, and opal. 

I t is not known how long man had existed 
without being able to produce fire. U p til l tha t 
time his tools and weapons had been almost ex-
clusively made of stone, with a few horn and 
bone implements. H e had not , for a consider-
able t ime af ter acquiring the ar t , been able to t u rn 
it to account in making weapons of metal . The 
remains that are found in barrows, or burial-
mounds where the body had been cremated, have 
the stone weapons buried along with it . Amongst 
the earliest uses to which fire was p u t were the 
felling of trees and the making of boats. F i re 
was heaped on the upper side of the fal len tree 
and the stone axe was employed in digging out 
the charred wood till sufficient dep th was ob-
tained, and the boat fitted for use. Fishing had 
been one of man 's earliest employments, as is 
shown by the remains t ha t are got of these 
' dug-outs ' as they are called. U p till now, 
man had par taken of uncooked food, and it may 
be worth while not ing the first a t t empt at broil-
ing. I t had been done in the following manner . 
The skin of the animal, a f te r being removed, 
was hung up by the corners to a tree, or else a 
hole was dug in the earth and the skin pressed 
into the hollow. T h e mess t o be cooked was 
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then pu t into the skin. A fire having been made, 
a few coble stones were put in to be heated. 
Af ter being sufficiently hot, they were lifted out 
of the fire and dropped into the skin amongst 
the food. The process was repeated till the 
whole was quite cooked. At an early period 
fire had been used for the cremating of the 
dead and for the baking of the clay urns which 
held the ashes. Li t t le doubt, the fire kindled 
had served the double purpose of cremating the 
body and baking the urn, which was made of 
coarse clay, 1/2 inch to 1 inch in thickness, and 
very plainly ornamented, with zig-zag lines and 
thumb-nail markings. Occasionally it had a few 
bosses on a ridge surrounding the vessel. After 
the calcined remains were collected and placed 
in the urn, a slab of stone was placed on the 
mouth of the urn, and the whole turned bottom 
upwards and placed on the ground. Sometimes, 
but not always, the surface of the ground was 
scooped out into a shallow pit, and the urn 
placed within, along with the weapons and orna-
ments of deceased. The whole was then covered 
up with a huge mass of earth and stones formed 
into a circular or oblong mound called a barrow, 
very of ten 20 to 30 feet in diameter, and from 
10 to 15 feet in height. These burial-mounds 
of ten got the name of fairy hillocks: it has been 
found frequent ly tha t more than one body has 
been interred in these mounds, some of them, 
probably, a t a later date than the original inter-
ment. Other modes of burial had been practised 
about the same time, as is evidenced by the 
nature of the weapons found along with the 
body. By this other mode the body was placed 
in a groove from 3 1/2 to 4 feet in length and about 
4 feet deep, the sides and ends lined with slabs 
of stone and the bottom with small pebbles 
The body was laid on its side, in a sort of 
doubled - up position, with weapons and orna-
ments in the bottom, and the whole was covered 
with slabs of stone, and a covering of earth over 
all. These were called ' cists,' and have often 
been found by chance, no visible mark to point 
out the spot. Other modes of burial had tak?n 
place at a very remote period, in which the 
remains were surrounded by huge stones raised 
on end and forming a circle, and popularly 
known as ' Druidical circles.' The nearest ex-
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ample we have of these circles is in a field on 
the right side of the Gaveny Brae road, going 
to the Montcoffer wood, where a few of the 
stones are still s tanding and others th rown down. 
In a field near to the Mil ton of Roth iemay are 
to be seen the remains of what had been a huge 
circle. Probably the Druids looked on these 
circles with as much curiosity as we do now. 
One regrets t ha t the plough has done so much 
in clearing away these interest ing relics, and it 
is seldom one hears a word raised t o protect 
these old landmarks. A crof ter near bv, and 
with whom I was acquainted, had one of these 
mounds in sight of his dwelling. The good man, 
requiring some mould for his garden, though t no 
harm could arise from his t ak ing a cart-load 
from the mound for the purpose. H i s wife met 
him on his re turn with the query, ' F a a r ga t ye 

that?' 'From the fairy hillock,' was the reply. 
The wife rejoined with the slightest suspicion of 
warmth, ' I t sanna be h e r e ; t ak i t back this 
minute : and the man had no choice b u t to 

obey. These barrows or burial-mounds tha t had 
once been p re t ty common are fast disappearing, 
and one looks with a feeling of reverence on 
those we have still left . There is one near by 
of exceptional interest. I t is a double one— 
that is a circular mound joined to an oblong 

one. The long one is over 100 feet in length 
bv 40 feet in breadth, and about 9 feet high. 

The round one is about 50 feet in diameter a t the 
base, and from 10 to 14 feet high. These are 
only approximate figures, bu t it has the appear-
ance of having been much larger than it is a t 
present. I t stands on a ridge of a hill about 200 
feet above sea level, overlooking a very large 
extent of most beaut i ful agricultural country, 
and locally k n o w n as the Langman Tap. The 
builders are supposed bv some to have been on 
dieffrent races, the long barrow belonging to the 
' Dolicho Cephalic, ' or long-headed race, and the 
circular barrow to the ' Bracky Cephalic, ' or 
round-headed race. Be tha t as it may. it is un-
doubtedlv of great age, and is in the main un-
disturbed. I t is by far the finest specimen I 
know of in the county. On the 18th September 
1886 there was found on the west end of the long 
barrow a very fino u rn about 12 inches high and 
filled with calcined bones. A f t e r removal, it 
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was by some mischance broken, and only the 
merest fragments remain. On February 5th, 
1888, another u rn was found on the circular 
barrow: i t was filled with black mould about 
8 inches high. I ts mouth rested in a saucer: 
it was ornamented with zig-zag markings, and 
which was surrounded with a ridge of bosses 
every few inches apart . These remains, I think, 
had been interred long after the interments on 
which the mounds were originally raised. In 
both cases they had not been placed near the 
base : the frosts and rains had washed away the 
covering, and they were both got near the sur-
face. About th i r ty years ago a cist was found 
near to the Longman Hil l on the slope of Cairn-
lea with human remains in i t ; and at a much 
later period one was found on the farm of 
Afforsk in a fine state of preservation, the skele-
ton being complete, with a small urn beside it. 
Another of these burial-mounds may be seen on 
the fa rm of Melrose: it had been part ly ex-
amined, bu t nothing of any importance got. 
The remains of weapons and implements got at 
various times have been so numerous that scarcely 
a holding of any size but has yielded several 
specimens. One would infer from this that n 
those early years there had been a considerable 
population, supported chiefly by hunting and 
fishing. Agriculture had not then occupied such 
a large pa r t of the industry of the people as it 
does now. 

Dr Barclay proposed a hearty vote of thanks 
to the ret ir ing president. In the first place they 
must thank him very heartily for the most de-
l ightful lecture he had delivered that evening. 
I t was a very at tract ive and learned one, and 
was enhanced by the beautiful specimens he had 
shown them in illustration of the lecture. He 
did not believe tha t anywhere in the district in 
the north such a collection of arrow-heads could 
be found in the possession of any other indi-
vidual. Many a weary foot all over the north 
had Mr Forbes gone in search of the specimens— 
(hear, hear)—and the result he had been hanJ-
some enough to place before them that evening. 
They must also record a hearty vote of thanks 
to the president for his year 's work on behalf of 
the Society. Mr Forbes when he was elected 
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president had said tha t he considered i t a very 
great honour to be appo in t ed ; but he thought 
they could now re turn the compliment by saying 
that Mr Forbes had greatly honoured t h e Club 
by being president. H e did not think tha t any 
one could forget with what interest they listened 
to the splendid paper he read before he was 
president on a walk f rom Macduff eastwards ; 
but he thought tha t paper had been eclipsed by 
the lecture he had just given. (Cheers.) H e 
was sure it would be their pleasure t ha t Mr 
Forbes ' s name b e added t o the list of vice-
presidents of the Society. (Cheers.) 

Mr John Yeats seconded, and the motion was 
unanimously agreed to, the chairman re tu rn ing 
thanks. 

ELECTION OF OFFICE-BEARERS. 

The Chairman thereafter proposed as his suc-
cessor in the chair the Rev. Alexander Bremner, 
Fyvie, a gentleman who was highly respected in 
the district, and admirably qualified to be their 
president. 

Dr Barclay seconded, and the motion was 
heartily agreed to. 

The following were re -appointed vice - presi-
d e n t s : — R e v . Dr Milne, K i n g - E d w a r d ; Rev. 
Dr Bruce, Banf f ; the V e r y Rev. Monsignor 

Canon Chisholm, Bla!rs Col lege; Rev. George 
Sutherland, Po r t soy : Dr Ramsay, B a n f f ; M r 
James Spence, Peterhead : Dr Cramond, Cullen ; 
Mr Runcieman, Auchmil l ; Sheriff Grant , Mr 
Farquhar , Bracoden ; Dr Barclay, B a n f f ; and 
Rev. William Anderson, Boyndie. 

I t was intimated tha t Mr Hossack wished to 
resign the office of treasurer, and it was agreed 
to record the Club's appreciat ion of his services 
and to elect him a vice-president. M r James 
Grant was appointed t r ea su re r ; Mr Yea t s was 
re-appointed secretary, and Mr Win. Simpson 
assistant secretary. 

Ex-Provost Smith, Mr Garden, Mr Greig, Mr 
George Pirie, and Mr G. A. Cumming were 
appointed members of counci l ; and Rev. Geo. 
Sutherland, Rev. Alex. Bremner, Mr James Law-
son, H u n t l v : Mr J o h n Macdonald. Buckie : Dr 
Cramond, Mr Runcieman, Auchmill , and Mr A 
W. Farquhar were re-elected corresponding 
members. 
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