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THURSDAY, November 3, 1898. 

ANNUAL, M E E T I N G A T BANFF. 

The annual meeting of the Banffshire Field 
Club was held in the reading-room of the Town 
and County Club, Banff, on Thursday. Mr 
William Forbes, Macduff, the president of the 
Club, occupied the chair, and there were present 
ex-Provost Smith, Mr Hardie, National Bank ; 
Mr G. A. Cumming, solicitor; Mr Gordon, chief 
cons table : Mr Pirie, Castle S t r ee t ; Mr Greig, 
Sand law; Mr J o h n Garden, Greystone House ; 
Mr James Grant , L.L.B., solicitor; Dr Barclay, 
and Mr J o h n Yeats, M.A., secretary. 

NEW MEMBERS. 
The following were nominated to be elected mem-
bers at next mee t ing : —Rev. James Ledingham, 
Boyndie ; Mr John E. Sutherland, Por t soy ; 
and M r James T . Gordon, chief constable. 

REPORTS. 

There was submitted the treasurer's report, 
which was considered satisfactory. 

The Secretary submitted his nineteenth annual 
report as fol lows:— 

' I n presenting the annual report I feel tha t 
I am every year more and more confined to 
statistics. The pr inted Transactions have al-
ready put members in possession of all that has 
transpired in connection with the Club during 
the yea r : any reflections of a general nature 
suitable for a repor t have already been used up 
on former occasions, and all tha t remains is t o 
epitomise what is recorded at length in the 
Transactions. And first as t o membership. 
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Eigh t members have been admi t ted dur ing the 
year. N o member has died. Th ree have l e f t 
the d is t r ic t ; bu t t ha t does no t always mean tha t 
they have ceased t o be members. Only one 
member, so far as I am aware, resigned, SO 
that our membership has ra ther increased than 
otherwise. 

' Since last repor t was read on 4th November 
1897, the Club has held three ordinary meetings, 
at which six papers have been read. Dr Cramond 
led off with a paper on " Pos ta l Marks , " a sub-
ject so new tha t few or any of the members . ad 
any idea what it meant . Dr Cramond, however, 
by exhibition of an immense number of posta l 
marks, and even a book on the subject , was 
able to show the members t ha t no t only was 
postal marks a subject capable of investigation, 
bu t tha t it had already received the a t t en t ion 
of many votaries, and tha t considerable progress 
had already been made. Mrs Andrew's specimen 
of sand f rom an oil well, and the le t ter explain-
ing it, showed how distant f r iends of t h e Club 
may do something to make its meet ings interest-
ing and instructive. M r Gran t ' s " Notes on t h e 
Connection of George Thomson, the F r i end of 
Burns, with Banff " showed t h a t much interest-
ing information may be gleaned f rom the Burgh 
Records by those who will t ake the pains and 
know how to examine them. Dr Milne ' s paper 
on The Sources of the Rivers in th is D i s t r i c t " 
was, as was to be expected, exceedingly well-
informed and instructive, containing as i t id 
a great deal of topographical and geological in-
formation. H i s hint tha t t h e beaut i fu l ly clear 
waters of the Aven might be made available for 
the water supply of Aberdeen has a l readv been 
taken up by the citizens of Bon-Accord, and 
may yet lead t o some well-going law pleas by 
salmon fishers and others for in jur ies t o t h in-
vested interests. Whether M r Gran t ' s paper on 
George Thomson had suggested t o the Rev. M r 
Suther land tha t the re were other poets connected 
with Banff, whose memories deserved t o be 
rescued f rom oblivion, he did not s a y ; b u t a t 
all events M r Suther land gave a paper a t next 
meeting recapi tula t ing the greater pa r t of wha t 
is known of Alexander Craig of Rose Craig, 
whom he r ightly styles " A Fo rgo t t en Banff 
P o e t . " M r Suther land ' s account of Alexander 
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Craig, his relatives, and his writings adds a very 
interesting chapter to our pr inted Transactions. 
The last contribution was by a new member, Mr 
Moir, Kinharrachie, and was a description of an 
urn and bones found in a sand-pit in his neigh-
bourhood. W e have occasionally had communi-
cations describing single finds made in the dis-
tr ict . But one cannot help thinking that we 
might have more of them. If the finders of 
interesting objects would take the trouble to 
send accounts of them, so that they might be 
taken notice of in the Transactions, they would 
do much to promote the objects of the Club. 
Finds are for the most par t made singly, and, it 
may be added, accidentally. This is specially 
t rue in archaeology ; and, if ever archaeology is to 
at ta in to the position of anything like an exact 
science, i t must be by bringing together and 
comparing the observations of an immense num-
ber of individuals. 

' Our pr in ted Transactions continue to be a 
good deal sought af ter , and more than one of 
our new members have joined the Club mainly 
from a desire to obtain them. 

The Transactions of the Northern Associa-
tion of Literary and Scientific Societies' meeting 
at Banff in 1897 have not yet appeared. But it 
is understood tha t the manuscripts are in the 
printer 's hands, and that the report of the Banff 
and Nairn meetings will be published together 
at an early date. 

Talking of the Transactions, I must once 
more protest against the conduct of those who 
make the excellence of our reports an excuse 
for staying away from our meetings. They say 
they can get everything that takes place at our 
meetings in the " Banffshire Journal , or, failing 
that , by waiting till our reports are published. 

I must tell them that they will get nothing of the 
kind. To take this very year, the contributions 
by Dr Cramond and Mr Grant were more 

the nature of extempore lectures- than of formal 
papers. Consequently what is printed in the 

Transactions gives a very inadequate idea of 
what took place at the meetings. To see and 
examine specimens also gives one a familiarity 
with a subject that no amount of verbal ex-
planation can impart . 

' T h e Museum Committee, from causes over 
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which they had no control, were too long in 
gett ing to work. They can meet only in he 
evening, and i t is only for a short t ime in sum-
mer t ha t the l ight is good enough t o do any 
effective work. I f , however, the Club see fit to 
appoint the committee again, t hey will have he 
whole season before them, and may be able to 
do some useful work. ' 

The Chairman said he was sure the secretary 
deserved a hearty vote of thanks for the very 
full report of the year 's proceedings he had sub-
mit ted to them. (Cheers.) 

PRESIDENT'S RETIRING ADDRESS. 

The President then delivered his ret i r ing 
address, ' Notes of pre-historic remains in the 
neighbourhood. ' Specimens of ancient weapons 
and implements were exhibited, all carefully 
labelled with the locality in which they had been 
found. I n the course of his paper the President 
sa id :—In the year 1836 the Cont inent of Europe 
was startled by the announcement of a French 
' s avan t ' stating his belief in the human origin 
of these little bits of carved flint t ha t had h i ther to 
been ascribed to the agency of fairies and elves. 
Such an announcement natura l ly created con 
siderable stir amongst the various societies. 
Superstition had taken such a hold on the 
populous towns and villages t ha t this new idea 
was at first_ received with scorn ; and ' Boucher 
de Perthes, ' instead of receiving the thanks of 
the learned, was treated as an impostor. I t was. 
only a f te r a long and severe struggle and many 
questionings, which had no t ceased in France 
till 1856, tha t the belief in human agency gradu-
ally gained ground. And down to within a few 
years ago, in remote districts of this country, 
these flint arrow-heads were spoken of as fairy 
darts or elf-shot. Through the enl ightenment , 
however, tha t has come f rom such societies at 
our own Banffshire Field Club, all these super-
stitious ideas regarding fairies, elves, warlocks, 
witches, hobgoblins, and water - kelpies have 
gradually disappeared, and have given place to 
interest and admirat ion concerning the manu-
facture of these wonderful l i t t le weapons. T h e 
art , I may say high ar t , has been lost never to 
be regained. A few years ago an Englishman, 
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