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FRIDAY, OCTOBER 27, 1899. 

M E E T I N G A T B A N F F . 

THE Club held its twentieth annual meeting this 
evening in the reading-room of the Town and 
County Club—the President, the Rev. Alexander 
Bremner, Fyvie, in the chair. 

The minutes of the former meeting were read 
and approved, after which Mr J . M. Skinner, 
Banff, was admitted as a member, and the Rev. 
George Minty, St Mary's, Fyvie, and Mr George 
Thomson, M.A., Kindrought, were nominated 
for election at next meeting. 

The treasurer read his report for the past year, 
showing an income of £23 8s. 10d., an expendi-
ture of £9 5s. 8d., and a balance in hand of £73 
5s. 6d. at the close of the year. 

The report of the Secretary was as follows: — 

ANNUAL REPORT. 

" On looking back to the Transactions I find 
the first annual meeting of this Club was held 
on 25th October 1880, so that we have already 
had a nineteen years' lease and two days more, 
and are now holding the twentieth annual meet-
ing. This Club had been formed during the 
summer of 1880, and at the meeting referred to 
there was not a year's work to report upon.. All 
that was done in the way of reports was for the 
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secretary to state how many members had joined, 
and the treasurer how much money had been 
collected. I see that the Club, then some four 
or five months old, had 58 members. How much 
money had been collected the Transactions don't 
state, from which I would infer that it had not 
been very much. To-day we are a good deal 
richer in funds. But our membership is not 20 
more now than it was then. We had held no 
evening meeting; but had had three excursions, 
the reports of which fill 69 pages of the printed 
Transactions. There were then no printed Trans-
actions; but the President, Sheriff Scott Mon-
crieff, did his best to supply the blank by giving 
a graphic account of what had been done, and 
enlarging on the field of usefulness that lay be-
fore the Club and the grand results that such a 
Society was fitted to bring about. How far the 
forecasts of the learned Sheriff have come true 
would be an interesting study for anyone who 
would take the trouble to make the enquiry. 

" Since last annual report was read on 3rd 
November 1898, we have held three evening 
meetings. Only three papers have been read, but 
they were of sufficient importance to occupy the 
full time of the meetings. First we had Mr 
Forbes's paper on ancient stone weapons and 
implements, illustrated by an array of specimens 
from his well-stocked collection. Then we had 
Dr Milne's very instructive paper on the various 
sorts of soils and their mode of formation. 
Lastly, we had Mr Spence's paper on the Picts, 
in which he sought to prove that we, the people 
of North-Eastern Scotland, are the Picts. The 
attendance at the meetings was fairly good. The 
papers were listened t o and discussed with in-
terest. And, if some of the speculations led to 
incursions into the misty border land of science, 
they were certainly not less interesting, and 
perhaps not less useful on that account. 
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" The Club had one summer excursion, and 
tha t to the classic land " w h e r e Gadie r ins ." A t 
this excursion we had the pleasure of meet ing 
our former secretary, M r Spence, and a few 
other members of the Buchan Club, whose pre-
sence did much t o make the meet ing bo th enjoy-
able and profitable. T h e principal objects of 
interest were the vitrified fo r t and old Castle of 
Dunideer, the Newton Stone, t h e remains of a 
stone circle a t Inschfield, and t h e old Church and 
Churchyard of Insch. 

" A l t h o u g h there was only one formally called 
excursion, it consists with the secre tary 's know-
ledge that a few members interested in bo tany 
spent several very pleasant a f te rnoons in the 
pursuit of their favourite science. I n this they 
were ra ther informally and unconsciously carry-
ing out a resolution of the Club come t o so long 
ago as 15th December 1881. On tha t occasion 
the whole members were arranged in five sections 
for the study of Natural His tory , Botany, Geo-
logy, Topography, and Antiqui t ies . The idea 
was a good one, bu t does n o t seem to have been 
very fully carried out. T o the geological section, 
however, and more especially t o the i r indefati-
gable convener, Mr H o m e , we are indebted for 
the valuable collection of rock specimens in the 
Museum. 

" T h e Museum Commit tee have held several 
meetings, and have come to t h e conclusion tha t 
they could give most useful help in t h e direction 
ot re-arranging the specimens, so as t o some ex-
tent to relieve the overcrowding : b u t as there 
are some hopes that accommodation for the 
Museum may be found in connection wi th the 

new Free Library, it was considered best t o dis-
turb the present ar rangement as l i t t le as possible 
in the meantime. 

The Transactions of t h e Nor the rn Associa-
t ion of Li terary and Scientific Societies, contain-
ing the papers read a t the Banff and Nai rn meet-
ings, is now in the hands of members. T h e re-
port of the jo in t meet ing held in J u n e last a t 
Inverness is in the press, and will short ly be 
issued. 

" Our own Transactions cont inue to be much 
sought a f te r both by individuals and Societies, 
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and one is sorry that so many of the earlier num-
bers are now out of print. The Wisconsin Aca-
demy of Science, Arts, and Letters have sent 
the X I Volume of their Transactions, an im-
mense tome of some 570 pages. They ask if we 
publish our Transactions, and if we would be 
inclined for an exchange. 

" Five new members have joined the Club 
during the year, an accession that will probably 
more than counterbalance any loss of member-
ship by resignation or otherwise." 

The President then delivered his closing ad-
dress. He took as his subject 

T H E ROYAL CASTLE, BOROUGH, AND 
P A R K OF FYVIE. 

I t was as follows: — 
When, or by whom, Fyvie Castle was founded 

it is now difficult, if not impossible to discover; 
but there can be no doubt that it was built at 
a very early date. And it is equally certain that 
the present building, the oldest part of which 
dates from about 1390, was preceded by a castle 
or keep of much greater antiquity; but whether 
the ancient walls were entirely removed or their 
foundations simply enlarged and built upon 
cannot now be determined. 

In a brief which, later on, I shall examine more 
fully, King Robert the Bruce refers to the Castle 
and Borough of Fyvie as existing in the reign 
of Alexander III. That would be about the 
year 1250; and in the deed executed between 
Edward I. and John Baliol in 1292, reference 
is made to the "Burgeus de Fyvin," from which 
it appears that not the Castle only, but the 
Royal Borough of Fyvie also, were places of con-
siderable importance, and consequently must 
have been, in existence some considerable time 
before that date. We also learn that in his pro-
gress through Scotland in 1296, Edward I. pro-
ceeded from Aberdeen to Kintore on 20th July, 
and on the next day he is said to have ridden 
first to Lumphanan, and thence to "Fyvie 
Chastelle," passing on to Banff on the 22nd. 

When we enquire regarding the origin of 
towns in these early and turbulent times, we 
find that they sprung up in various ways. Some 
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