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T H U R S D A Y , MARCH 30, 1899. 

MEETING AT BANFF. 

THE Club met on Thursday evening in the Town 
and County Club buildings—Mr Hossack in the 
chair. The minutes of the former meeting were 
read and approved, and Mr John Hall, jun., Mac-
duff, was admit ted a member of the Club. Mr 
Skinner, Banff, was nominated for election a t next 
meeting. The Chairman then called on Mr Spence, 
who read a lengthy and interesting paper on 

T H E P I C T S . 

The re are some historical questions of import-
ance, no t only on account of their bearing upon 
a correct unders tanding of the past , bu t also 
f rom their having given rise to a l i terature of 
their own, bo th historical and imaginative. Such 
a question is, W h o and what were the Picts Ì 
F o r near ly t w o centuries this question has 
pressed itself upon s tudents of Scottish history 
wi thout any very satisfactory result. The direct 
evidence for the format ion of opinion in regard to 
i t is bo th scanty and indefinite, so tha t men of 
abili ty and much reading have found themselves, 
very excusably, d r i f t ing off from each other into 
opposing camps. These camps are occupied on 
t he one hand by those who hold that the Picts 
were Celts, and on the other by those who believe 
t h a t they were Teutons. 

The opinion I have arrived at , a f te r consider-
able s tudy of t h e mat ter , is t ha t in some degree 
both part ies are r ight and both wrong. T h e 
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t r u t h will be found t o lie, as i t no t u n f r e q u e n t l y 
does, be tween the extremes. 

If we look t o the P ic t s as a na t iona l body, 
wi th a na t iona l language, na t iona l manners and 
customs, I p ronounce t h e m Teutons . Bu t , if 
we look t o the k ingdom of the Pic ts , t h a t is 
quite ano ther affair ; fo r is i t n o t qu i t e possible 
tha t , while the Picts , t h e ru l ing people in t h e 
kingdom, were Teutons , the mass of t h e subjects 
of t ha t k ingdom were Celts ? Al l are n o t 
English who, at the presen t day, acknowledge 
themselves subjects of t h e Engl ish Crown. So 
also it may well nave been t h a t the K i n g of 
P ic t land ruled over subjects who were no t of 
the same race as himself, b u t were loosely called 
Picts, because they were governed by a P ic t i sh 
k i n g : just as t h e men of Cornwall , not t o speak 
of the Scotch and t h e Welsh, are called Engl ish 
by those who cannot, or who do no t t rouble to 
discriminate 

Before pursuing the enquiry fu r the r , i t will 
be advantageous t o make a brief s t a t emen t re-
garding the various races t h a t have contempo-
raneously, or in succession, he ld possession of 
the soil of Grea t Br i ta in . This will be done 
broadly for the whole island, b u t more par t icu-
larly for t ha t por t ion of it which lies n o r t h of 
the F i r ths of F o r t h and Clyde. 

The earliest race occupying Great Br i t a in was 
possibly the Euskarian, which is supposed at 
one t ime t o have overspread the whole Con t inen t 
of Europe, a l though it is now represented only 
by the Basques of Spain. Bu t whether t h e 
Euskarian was the earliest race here or n o is of 
l i t t le importance for our present purpose. The re 
is no th ing now in t h e spoken languages of the 
island, no t even in place-names, tha t can b e re-
fe r red w i th any degree of ce r ta in ty t o t h e 
ancient Basque tongue. 

Practically, our enquiry begins wi th the great 
Celtic race t ha t held possession of Eu rope dur ing 
indefinite ages before the Chris t ian era. T h a t 
the Celts found thei r way in to Br i ta in we know 
They and thei r language are wi th u s s t i l l ; and 
there is sufficient evidence to show t h a t a t one 
time they covered almost the whole of t h e 
island. 

I t will be sufficient here t o divide the Celts 
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of Br i ta in into two sections—the southern, 
represented by the Welsh, and the nor thern by 
the Gael of the Scottish Highlands. I t is wi th 
the l a t t e r t h a t we are especially concerned. 
They were known to the Romans as Caledonians 
and their country as Caledonia. The Romans 
never made a complete conquest of Caledonia : 
bu t for some t ime i t was reckoned, nominally 
a t least, as one of their Provinces in Britain. 

I divide the Roman. Province of Caledonia into 
three parts—Scotia, Albania, and Pictavia, The 
first is t h e country of the Scots, the second of 
the Albanach, and the th i rd of the Picts. Scotia, 
roughly speaking, was co-terminous with the 
county of Aigyle . Albania comprised the coast 
t racts no r th of Ardnamurchan and the Central 
Highlands—the most mountainous and inacces-
sible region of Caledonia. Pictavia had its base 
on the eastern sea-board, and covered what is 
general ly known as the Lowlands, in opposition 
t o the High lands of Scotland. S tar t ing f rom the 
F i r t h of For th , Pictavia stretched nor thward 
through F i f e and eastern Perthshire, througn 
F o r f a r and Kincardine, and through the low-
lands of Aberdeen, Banff, Elgin, and Nairn, on 
by the Beauly F i r th , with occasional tracts 
nor thward t o Orkney. Albania, lying between 
Scotia and Pictavia, was and is the seat of the 
original Celtic stock. The Picts and the Scots 
were intrusive peoples, the lat ter coming in 
f rom t h e south-west, f rom Ireland, and the for-
mer f rom the east, f rom Germany, as I believe. 

L e t us now tu rn a t tent ion t o another g r e a t 
race movement on the Cont inent of Europe. 
The re the Celts seem to have been gradually 
displaced and replaced over a considerable par t 
of the whole surface by a new element of popula-
t ion—the Gothic. The Goths fall into two main 
divisions—the Scandinavian in the north-western 
countries, known in history as Danes, Northmen, 
Norsemen, and Norse, &c. ; and the l eu ton , 
known as Saxons, Angles, Frisians, Germans, 
&c., in the more southern and central countries 
of Europe . Both Teu ton and Scandian have at 
various t imes effected sett lements in Britain 
T h e Teuton , lying nearest t o the British shores, 
came first, tho Scandians l a t e r ; and with their 
inroads the Gothic invasions of Britain came to 
an end. 
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A t the present day Teuton ic speech covers by 
far the grea ter p a r t of t h e surface of B r i t a i n ; 
and i t may safe!-" b e aff irmed t h a t such also was 
the case 1000 years ago. Indeed , i t is a lmost 
certain tha t the occupation of the island by 
Teutons had commenced a t least 2000 years ago, 
and had even then m a d e some progress a long 
t h e eastern shores f rom t h e Engl ish Channe l t o 
the Pen t l and F i r th . T h e probabi l i ty t h a t th is 
was so, even on the nor th-eas t coast of Scot land, 
has not h i the r to been much adver ted t o by 
h is tor ians ; and hence difficulties have arisen in 
reading aright certain facts ga the red f rom L a t i n 
writers and from early nat ive chroniclers. 

Caledonia, made up of the t h r e e divisions, 
Scotia, Albania, and Pictavia, we find t o have 
been occupied, even before t h e end of t h e R o m a n 
Period, by two tr ibes so energet ic and restless 
as to have a t t rac ted the par t icular a t t en t ion of 
the Romans. These were t h e Scots and t h e 
Picts. Later on, say f rom the 5th cen tu ry till 
the consolidation of the Scott ish K i n g d o m in 
the 10th century, those two na t ions were the 
active agents in st irr ing u p and carrying on the 
movements and changes, the wars and convul-
sions, of which we have some rel iable t races 
dur ing those oenturies. The P ic t s and the Scots, 
the Scots and the Picts , is the b u r d e n of the 
time. 

T h e Scots we know, bu t who or wha t were 
the Picts ? Tha t is the quest ion—a quest ion 
tha t has occupied the ingenuity of his tor ians 
and antiquaries for a cen tury and a-half a t 
least. Much heat , and even bad blood, have 
been evolved among the d isputants since the 
days of Jona than Oldbuck and Sir A r t h u r W a r 
dour (see, " T h e A n t i q u a r y " ) , and still t he 
question is unset t led. Some wri ters hold tha t 
the Picts were Brythonic Celts. T h e great 
champion of th is view is Chalmers of the 
" Caledonia ." Others hold t h a t t hey were Al-
banach or Gaelic Celts, d i f fer ing f rom the Scots 
merely in dialect. The l a t e D r Skene_ is the 
most distinguished upholder of this opinion. A. 
third pa r ty hold t ha t the P ic t s were not Celts 
a t all, bu t Teutons . D r Jamieson, of the 
" Scottish Dic t ionary ," may be ment ioned as 
the champion of this view. A n d this is the 
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opinion I have come to hold af ter a considerable 
amount of s tudy given to the subject. 

I t may be admi t ted tha t the population of 
Scotia, Albania , and also of Pic tavia was a t one 
time entirely Celtic. Scotia and Albania are 
so s t i l l ; bu t Pictavia is now Teutonic, in speech 
at least , and the question arises, when did the 
change take place ? There is nothing of the 
na tu re of historic record t o fix the point of 
change even approximately. In so far as history 
is concerned, we are lef t in the dark, so that 
the de te rmina t ion of this point one way or the 
other must rest upon circumstantial evidence. 
Evidence of this na tu re is no t so very scanty, 
and in my opinion makes strongly for the posi-
t ion t h a t the Picts were and are Teu tons : that 
is t o say, t ha t the present Teutonic language 
and people occupying Pictavia are the direct and 
lineal descendants of a language and people 
holding the same region for at least 2000 years. 
Wc, the people of the north-eastern l i t toral of 
Scotland, are Picts . 

I t has been said by some writers that the low-
land race with their Teutonic speech, now in 
possession of Pictavia, came in with Malcolm 
Canmore about the end of the 11th century. 
Canmore did undoubtedly introduce Teutons into 
this country, and lus immediate successor may 
have added to the number. David I. favoured 
the English-Norman element, bu t the Normans 
were not Teutons , nor did they cultivate Teu 
tonic speech, even in Eng land itself. Now, if 
we examine t h e not ion that , say the Aberdeen-
shire and Banffshire tongue was introduced by 
these Saxons, Angles, and Normans, we can 
hardly th ink those who hold it serious. I t is so 
opposed to all historical experience. Canmore s 
Saxons and David 's Normans were at most but 
a handfu l of alien refugees, or of proud, over-
bearing and hated feudal nobles, with whom the 
native people were at constant variance, and 
consequently were not likely to prove meek and 
receptive linguistic pupils. Could intruders 
under such circumstances have succeeded in the 
astonishing work of overpowering a living 
language, of root ing it out over a large tract of 
country, and subst i tut ing Saxon speech for it ? 
N o doubt one language has frequent ly given 
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place to another , bu t never in the like circum-
stances. 

If the Canmore Saxons a n d t h e David N o r m a n s 
settled among a Celtic popula t ion grea t ly out-
numbering them, as mus t undoub ted ly have b e e n 
the case, their language should in t ime have 
given way to the Celtic in accordance wi th t h e 
experience of in t rud ing tongues in o the r lands ; 
and, where now we find Lowland Scots spoken, 
the language should be Gaelic, jus t as i t is in 
those par t s of the High lands where N o r m a n 
barons were settled by David and his successors. 
There the Normans soon began t o speak Gaelic, 
and their descendants speak it t o th is day. W a s 
not this also the experience of t h e P r a n k s in 
Gaul, and of the same Normans bo th in F rance 
and England ? And so doubtless i t would have 
been if the Saxons and Normans f rom E n g l a n d had 
been placed among a large Celt ic popula t ion . 
Does not this suggest t ha t t h e people and the 
language of north-eastern Scotland, of P ic tav ia 
were Teutonic before the t ime of Canmore ; and 
tha t the int ruded Southrons had not t o accom-
modate themselves to a new language, bu t only 
to a new dialect of their own speech ? 

N o doubt there must have been at some t ime 
a displacing of the original Celtic popula t ion of 
Pictavia on lines similar to t h a t of the displace-
ment of the Celt in South Bri tain, for Teu tons 
and Teuton speech hold the ground now. The 
question is, When did this displacement t ake 
p lace? F rom what has been a l ready said, it 
must be set down as having occurred before the 
accession of Canmore. 

Of the period backward f rom tha t event to t h e 
establishment of the Dalriadic Kingdom (Scotia), 
503 A.D. , so much is historically known of t h e 
wars between the Scots and Pic ts and be tween 
the Picts and Saxons of Nor thumbr ia , and also 
of the beginnings of t h e Norse inroads, t h a t i t 
may be confidently affirmed tha t the displace-
ment of (he Celt did not take place a t any t ime 
during the whole of tha t period. W o must , 
therefore, look for the intrusion of the T e u t o n 
before 503. 

I believe the Picts themselves were the Teu-
tonic intruders, and tha t they were in Pictavia 
long before tha t date—how long it is impossible 
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to say. The English language began to displace 
the Celtic in South Britain in the preceding 
century, or earlier and why may not a similar 
process have been going on in North Britain at 
the same time. 

The following scheme of Caledonia, showing 
the relations borne to each other by its principal 
tribes in the time of the Kingdom of the Picts, 
will be easily understood. I t is founded on 
the state of things now in existence in the stray 
region, and upon the state of things as far back 
as we have any trustworthy indications of what 
that state was. The past has simply been con-
tinued into the present, and that through many 
ages, many more than have hitherto been com-
monly thought of. " T h e boy is the father of 
the man." 

South-western and Central Caledonia was oc-
cupied by Celts ; eastern and north-eastern by 
Teutons. Bodies of Teutons had effected lodg-
ment in that part which we have called Pictavia, 
even long before the days of Hengist and Horsa. 
These Teutons, as their nature was, and is. in 
all parts of the world, were a masterful people, 
and succeeded in establishing themselves and 
their authority over the eastern seaboard of 
Caledonia. They cleared out the Celts entirely 
in some localities, occupied the plains of the 
low country, and pushed up the wider valleys 
into the heart of Albania. Where they left 
Celts, they lived among them, and were their 
masters, just as they have been known to be in 
all historic times. In Pictavia we should see 
the Picts as conquerors and masters in and over 
a Celtic country—a Teutonic people living among 
and ruling over a Celtic people, even as at 
present, although the " mailed h a n d " is now 
kept in the background. The Kingdom was the 
Kingdom of the Picts, though the majority of 
its subjects were, at times at least. Celts. 

I t is a merit in a hypothesis if it clears away 
difficulties. The hypothesis that the Picts were 
Teutons will be found to have this merit. It 
removes some outstanding difficulties, that have 
all along exercised the minds of writers on the 
Pictish question. For instance, if the Cale-
donians were purely Celts, how account for the 
Germanic characteristics observed in their armies, 
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as noted by Tacitus ? Nothing simpler. The 
Caledonian armies consisted of both Celts and 
Teutons, and very probably the latter were even 
more numerous than the former in those armies, 
for the war, referred to, was carried on in 
eastern Caledonia, and Agricola had to deal with 
the Picts. Again, when St Columba preached 
to the heathens of Caledonia, how was it that 
he was able to converse in his Irish Albanach 
tongue with the common people, but had to 
employ an interpreter when addressing kings 
and nobles ? Simply because he was at home in 
speech with the Celts, but the Pictish was to 
him a foreign language. And again, if, should a 
Celtic word crop up in the pages of the Vener-
able Bede as a Pictish word, what more natural ? 
Celtic words appear in the guise of English 
words even at the present time. Is the word 
" plaid " ar. English word, because it has been 
adopted by the English, and is found in Eng-
lish literature in such a familiar way that a 
foreigner (as Bede was) even if sound judgment 
may well be excused if he should regard it as a 

pure English word. So it was with the word 
' penfahel," which Bede calls Pictish and is 
evidently Celtic. This word has been seized 
upon as a proof that the Pictish language was 
Celtic, and that the Picts were Celts. As well 
argue that the English who use " p l a i d " and 

pibroch, &c., are also Celts. This word 
penfahel has been credited besides, by those 

who will not see that the Pictish language 
not a dead one. with being the only surviving 
word of a speech which was alive in Bede's time, 
but is now as completely submerged as the Arthu-
rian land once off the coast of Cornwall. The 
Kingdom of the Picts and their tongue, which 
were both in full vigour 1000 years ago, are 
said by those writers to have vanished com-
pletely from the scene, leaving only this " rack ' 
' penfahel" behind. Had the land of the old 
legend been swallowed up, and had it left only 
one rock outstanding above the watery level, 
it would be less surprising than that only one 
Pictish word should now remain. The Irish 
annalists make short work of this difficulty. 
They tell us that the conquering Scot utterly 
annihilated the Picts and their speech (with the 

Ban
ffs

hir
e 

Fiel
d 

Club



33 

exception, it must be presumed, of " penfahel '). 
If this were true, it would sufficiently account 
for the complete disappearance of the Pictish 
language. But nobody now believes the Irish 
fable. The truth seems to be this, that at the 
time of the supposed destruction of the Picts by 
the Scots, the former were both more numerous 
and more powerful than the latter, and that 
Kenneth MacAlpin (half Scot, half Pict, by 
birth) was supported in establishing his claim 
to the throne of Alban by both Scots and Picts. 
I t was simply a case of legitimate succession, 
although not unopposed like that of James VI. 
to the throne of England. 

Looking backwards through the pages of his-
tory, we find that a persistent struggle has been 
carried on during indefinite ages in the countries 
of Western Europe between two great races— 
the Celt and the Goth. When or where this 
struggle for existence began matters little for 
our purpose; suffice it to say that i t has existed 
from a very early time, and still exists. Although 
the forces arrayed against each other seem, now 
and again, to be quiescent, still the strife breaks 
out again, sometimes in one region, sometimes 
in another, sometimes in one form, sometimes in 
another. War is its culminating aspect. I t 
appears that the Celt was first in the field. The 
Goth was an intruder, fighting for his own hand, 
and successfully on the whole, although there 
have been many ebbings and flowings of the 
tide of conquest. In the process of time the 
struggle reached the shores of north-eastern Scot-
land, where its effects have been felt for 2000 
years, probably longer. 

The branch of the Gothic race that first 
attacked the British Celts was the Teutonic— 
in its various tribes, Frisian, Jute, Angle, 
Saxon, all peoples of the great Germanic 
or Teutonic stock. Caesar found Belgic (i.e., 
Teutonic) settlements on the south-east coasts 
of Britain in his own time. Who can say that 
these were the only Teutonic settlements then 
in Great Britain ? From Caesar's time the racial 
strife went on for ages in Britain, with a result 
similar to that of the ceaseless strife on the 
Continent. Of this great and almost- unremitted 
war, our literature affords no more striking illus-
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t ra t ion than tha t drawn by Sco t t in " T h e L a d y 
of the Lake " t h roughou t the poem, b u t par t icu-
larly in " The C o m b a t " be tween his representa-
tives of the two races—the Saxon and t h e Gael, 
Fi tz James and Roder ick Dhu . In this he br ings 
before us in a very te l l ing m a n n e r t h e character-
istics of each race, and shows t h e causes of 
success on the one hand and of fa i lure on the 
other. 

F rom tha t combat " breathless all F i t z J ames 
arose," bu t victorious—not t h a t he was physi-
cally the be t t e r man, bu t t ha t his t emperamen t 
gave him a cooler, firmer gr ip of himself. H e 
was also bet ter armed and disciplined, and t o 
those advantages the fiery soul of the Gael had 
to succumb. So it was through ages of fierce 
contention between the two races—now one up, 
now one down, now a brea th ing space, now a 
period of sapping and mining, and again t h e 
tug of war, with t h e grand outcome of tho 
whole—the Teuton above, the Gael below. As 
to strength, courage, energy, and keenness of 
spirit, the combatants may fairly be regarded as 
on a par. Bu t success in war depends g rea t ly 
on other conditions than these — stabil i ty of 
mind, and, above all, t he possession of the re-
sources of civilisation and a t ra ined knowledge 
of the use of them. I t is t rue t ha t in the earlv 

time the advantage derived f rom civilisation may 
not have amounted to much on e i ther side, but 
there WAS always a balance in favour of the 

Teuton. All indications t ha t can be ga the red as 
to the state of the Teutonic and t h e Celtic com 
munities in the British Islands show tha t the 
former were always somewhat in advance of the 
lat ter in acquaintance with t h e arts of peace 
and in their practice a l so ; and what be t t e r pre-
parat ion can there be for success in the ar t of 
war ? 

In Caledonia the Teutons over-ran the Low-
lands and occupied them ; bu t the mounta ins of 
Albania formed a barrier t o their western pro-
gress which even the advantages they possessed 
did not enable them to surmount . Tha t same 
mountainous region held a t bay both T e u t o n and 
Roman. 

In South Bri tain, dur ing what is known as 
the Roman Period, the Teu tons were so trouble-
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some that " t h e Masters of the Wor ld" were 
compelled to appoint ' ' A Count of the Saxon 
Shore," to deal with the intruders, and to re-
gulate their affairs wherever they had succeeded 
in securing a footing upon the coast. If it was 
so under the very eyes of the Romans, what is 
likely to have been the case in parts of the 
island more remote from the Roman power, and 
consequently not so well prepared against 
attack ? The north-eastern coast was nearly at 
inviting to a marauder as the southern coasts 
were. Hence there is undoubtedly a high pro-
bability that some part or parts of the northern 
coasts were occupied by Teutons before the end 
of the Roman Period. And, further, we know 
as a faot that Teutons were found during that 
time as far north as Orkney; for there is good 
authority for the statement that the Romans 
had to contend with Saxons and Picts in those 
islands. There the Saxons and the Picts were 
apparently allies, and, if the Picts also were 
Teutons, the allianee was a very natural one. 

Taking it, then, that the Picts and the Saxons 
were substantially the same people, with this 
difference, that the former were earlier intruders 
into Britain than the latter, this did not hinder 
their being politically opposed to each other at 
a later date. The Northumbrian Angle or Saxon 
and the Pict were not unfrequently arrayed 
against, each other in deadly strife; but this 
arose for the most part from the ambitions of 
kings and princes on either side. The English 
Saxon kings had an eye to the extension of their 
power over Pictavia, and the kings of Pictavia 
were equally ready to lay their hands upon the 
northern districts of England. After the union 
of Scotia and Pictavia under Kenneth MacAlpin, 
the Scoto-Pictish kings of Alban spoke Gaelic, 
which remained the Court language for a con 
siderable time. Hence, perhaps, arose the notion 
that those kings and their subjects were Celtss. 
No doubt the truth is that they were, both king 
and subject, partly Teuton and partly Celt. 
Malcolm Canmore had to act as interpreter be-
tween his wife—the Saxon Margaret—and his 
subjects, but there is no historical ground for 
believing that he knew no Teuton speech until 
his flight into England after the murder of his 
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father, Duncan. He was probably a bi-linguist 
before that event. Indeed, all that we find in 
our chroniclers, whether Latin or English, indi-
cates that such was the case. 

Now, of this we need have no doubt : there 
was at some time in the past a Teutonic invasion 
of Pictavia and a settlement of Teutons in it, for 
there are Teutons in it now. I t has been shown 
that that invasion could not have taken place 
after the accession of Canmore in force sufficient 
to have brought about the evident results; nor 
could it have taken place in the period between 
Canmore and the time of Hengist and Horsa ; 
therefore it must have taken place at some pre-
vious time. The Teutons were in Pictavia 
before the 5th century. The Picts were there 
also at the same time, and the probability is, 
from all the considerations wo have just passed 
in review, that the Picts were Teutons. 

The contention that the Picts were Teutons, 
advocated in the foregoing paragraphs, is greatly 
strengthened by considerations resulting from an 
examination of the distribution of certain re-
mains of antiquity found in Pictavia, such as 
megalithic circles and sculptured stones; and 
by the distribution of certain words of undoubted 
Gothic origin, such as law, a hill, kirk, burgh, 

and Yule. I t is also supported by the close re-
lationship found to exist between the Lowland 

Scots tongue and Low German, particularly the 
Frisian dialect. 

But time will not permit of my entering upon 
this department of the subject, except in the 
briefest way. In regard to the circles, thev are 
found very generally throughout Pictavia. They 
as a rule are not found in Albania and Scotia— 
the purely Celtic parts of Caledonia. Hence it. 
may be concluded that they were not erected 
by Celts ; hence, also, the Druidic theory regard-
ing them falls to the ground. " T h e Sculptured 
Stones " (Dr Stuart) are found only in Pictavia, 
and even only in a portion of it. They are 
admittedly of later origin than the circles, and 
are valuable as indicating in some degree their 
own date and by inferenoe the date of the 
circles. There are good reasons for holding 
that the latter were not to be found in the 
island before the Roman Period commenced. 
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and tha t they ceased to be erected when the 
Picts and other Goths were converted to 
Christianity. The circles in Caledonia were the 
work of Pictish hands. 

As for the distr ibution of the Gothic words 
law, &c., take the Teuton law, and i t will be 
observed tha t tha t word runs through all Pictavia 
f rom the Beauly F i r th south through eastern 
Scotland unti l i t crosses the Border and assumes 
the form " L o w , " as in Ludlow. In Scotland, 
this word covers and almost coincides with the 
circle area. Where Law is found, circles are 
found, and Law is, as has been said, Teutonic. 
F r o m the Beauly F i r t h circles and Laws accom-
pany each other along the 6outh shore of the 
Moray F i r th . W e know of many examples at 
no great distance from Banff and onward through 
Aberdeenshire and the eastern counties. Ex-
amples : —Wardlaw (Beauly), Wardlaw (Burg-
head), Spey's Law (Garmouth), Bachlaw, Green-
law (Banff), Law of Doune, Law of Melrose, 
Ardlaw, Mintlaw, Cocklaw, &c. (Buchan). In 
Southern Pictavia, they became too numerous 
to mention. I t is surely not for nothing that 
t h e Picts, the circles, and the Laws so occupy 
the same area. 

Burgh (with its variants—borg, burh, borrough, 
burrow, bury, berry, &c.), observes the same 
distribution, with this difference, that , as i t be-
longs to both branches of the Gothic, the 
Scandinavian, and the Teutonic, i t is found 
far ther nor th than Law. Examples : —Sumburgh 
(Shetland), Borogil, Brough, Borgue (Caithness), 
Kirk extends from Kirkwall over the same region 
to Selkirk, &c., in the south. The Celtic for 
Kirk is Kil, and the Kirk and Ki l areas of 
Scot land are well defined. 

The Gothic word Yule belongs to the Low-
lands of Scotland, and covers the whole of Teu-
tonic England . The Celtic word for Yule is 
some modification of the La t in " Dies Natalis " 
(such as " N o e l " ) . 

The Gothic words enumerated are found in 
constant use in Pictavia, and for tha t reason, as 
well as for other reasons already noted. I hold 
tha t the Pic ts were of the Gothic stock. 

Tha t they belonged to the Teutonic branch 
of that stock is, I think, determined by the 
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close similarity found to exist between the 
Pictavian language of the present day and Low 
German. I conclude with a few illustrations • f 
that similarity. The Frisian farmer speaks of 
his " koo " and his " kye," his " girs " and "hei ," 
his " o r r a m a n " and " piip reek," his " butten-
hua " and his " bennen-hus." He says " kald 
wetter," "be rn , " " her t , " " wird, " " a i d , " 
" maat " (malt), " yird," and " wey " (for way), 
&c., &c. These samples I owe to the Rev. J . 
Forrest, Lonmay. 

The paper gave rise to considerable discussion, at 
the close of which a hearty vote of thanks was 
passed to Mr Spence, and a similar compliment to 
the Chairman brought the meeting to a close. 
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