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The President received the hearty thanks of 
the meeting on the motion of Mr James Forbes, 
Procurator-Fiscal. He was sure, he said, he voiced 
the sentiments of the meeting when he expressed 
the pleasure that they had all had in listening 
to Mr Hossack's able and most interesting 
paper, a paper full of genuine local humour, and 
not lacking in shades of pathos. A few of them 
there were Uitlanders, not bad sort of fellows in a 
way, but Mr Hossack was a Banff man born and 
bred, a genuine son of the old burgh, and his 
memories lingered lovingly on the streets, houses, 
and people of the old burgh. Some of them of 
course had heard and knew a few of the incidents 
that he had so graphically related, but they could 
say of Mr Hossack that he spoke of what he had 
seen and heard, and testified of what he had known. 
Banff now was a very different Banff from 
the days of Mr Hossack's boyhood. They 
perhaps would like to think that it was a 
better and an improved burgh, but the lights that 
Mr Hossack had thrown on the old canvas would 
lead them at once to recognise and acknowledge 
that the habits and customs of the then burghers 
were homely, kind, and unpretentious, and that 
there was a fine old leisurely way of doing things. 
(Cheers.) He himself was a progressive, but he 
sometimes doubted whether the levelling up was all 
for good; he sometimes thought they were occasion-
ally levelling down; at all events, it was exceedingly 
interesting to have recalled to them so pithily and 
so humourously the scenes and recollections of other 
days. He proposed a most hearty vote of thanks to 
Mr Hossack for his exceedingly able, interesting, 
and refreshing paper. (Cheers.) Ex-Provost Smith 
also acknowledged the treat he had been afforded in 
the calling back to his memory of scenes and associa-
tions of early days. The President, in a word, 
returned thanks. The writing of the paper had 
given him great pleasure, and, as there were a good 
few things he had not touched upon, he might 
possibly extend it. (Cheers.) 

NEW OFFICE-BEARERS. 

On the motion of the President, Dr Cramond, 
Cullen, was unanimously elected President for the 
forthcoming year; and on the motion of Mr Greig, 
Sandlaw, Rev. Dr Milne, Aberdeen; Bishop 
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Chisholm; Rev. G. Sutherland, Portsoy; Dr Ramsay; 
Mr Runcieman, Auchmill; Sheriff Grant; Mr A. W. 
Farquhar, Bracoden; Dr Barclay; Rev. Wm, 
Anderson, Boyndie; Mr Wm. Forbes, Macduff; 
Rev. Alex. Bremner, Fyvie; and Mr Garden M. 
Hossack; were eleoted vice-presidents. On the 
motion of ex-Provost Smith, Mr James Grant, LL.B., 
was re-appointed treasurer; Mr John Yeats, M.A., 
secretary; and Mr Wm. Simpson, assistant secretary. 
To the Council there were appointed Provost Smith, 
Messrs John Greig, John Garden, J . F. Gordon, and 
R. Hardie, the local secretaries were continued : 
—Rev. George Sutherland, Portsoy; Rev. Alex. 
Bremner, Fyvie; and Messrs James Lawson, Huntly; 
John Macdonald. Buckie; Wm, Cramond, Cullen; 
John Runcieman, Auchmill; and Alex. W. 
Farquhar, Bracoden; and Dr Cramond, and Mr 
Greig, were appointed representatives to the 
Northern Association of Literary and Scientific 
Societies. 

A vote of thanks to Mr Hossack for presiding 
brought the meeting to a close. 

Ban
ffs

hir
e 

Fiel
d 

Club


