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W E D N E S D A Y , OCTOBER 31, 1900. 

MEETING AT BANFF. 

The annual meeting of the Banffshire Field Club 
was held within the Banff Town and County Club 
Buildings, Banff, on Wednesday evening — Mr 
Garden M. Hossack, Sheriff Clerk of Banffshire, 
the retiring president, in the chair. 

On the motion of Mr Gordon, chief constable, 
seconded by Mr James Grant solicitor, Mr James 
Mair, rector, Banff Academy, was nominated for 
election as a member of the Club. 

TREASURER'S REPORT. 

The Treasurer, Mr James Grant, submitted 
his report as follows:—Banff, 31st October 1900. 
—I have to report that the finances of the Olub 
continue in a flourishing condition. This is 
evidenced by the fact that the sum at the credit 
of the Club in deposit receipt in the bank has 
increased from £71 5s. l0d. a t this time last year 
to £78 19s. 11d. at date—an increase of £7 4s. 1d. 
I have pleasure further in reporting that the 
arrears of subscriptions due are gradually being 
wiped out, though here there is room for im-
provement. The treasurer knows, however, that 
he has only to call attention to this to have, what 
is somewhat of drawback to him in the discharge 
of his duty, remedied. 
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The number of members a t present on the roll 

is 68. There have been added during the year 
5, and 4 have retired. The proportion of country 
members to burgh ones is steadily increasing, 
reflecting credit on the surrounding districts, and 
showing a somewhat waning interest in the town. 

SECRETARY'S REPORT. 

Mr Yeats, the secretary, submitted his annual 
report as follows:—Since last annual report was 
read on 27th October 1899 the Club has held four 
ordinary meetings, at which four papers were 
read, one at each meeting. But as they occupy 
about seventy pages of the Transactions, it may 
be judged that the time of the meetings was fully 
occupied. Firs t we had a paper by the retiring 
President, the Rev. Mr Bremner, on the Royal 
Castle, Burgh, and Park of Fyvie. Then we had 
a paper by Dr Cramond on Rothiemay House, 
giving a very full account of the various pro-
prietors who have owned it, and of the many 
objects of interest in its neighbourhood. Next 
we had a very enjoyable, breezy paper by Mr 
Moir, Kinharrachie, on "Rooks," where philo-
sophy and fun were blended in a most happy 
manner ; and lastly another paper by Dr 
Cramond on " T h e Ancient Office cf Mair," 
containing a vast amount of learned research 
and throwing a flood of light on a subject which 
must have been new to most of the members. 
I t will thus be seen that the bulk of the Club's 
work has been in the field of archaeology. And, 
when we mention who the writers were and say 
that the various papers were in their best style, 
it will readily be understood that the Club's 
Transactions for the past year will form no mean 
contribution to the antiquarian literature of the 
district. 

The annual joint meeting of the Northern 
Literary and Scientific Societies, in which a few 
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of our members took part, was held this year at 
Elgin. The Transactions have not yet been 
issued. But, from the number of well-known 
scientists that attended the meeting, the Trans-
actions may be expected to well repay a perusal. 

Our own Club has had no formal excursion this 
year. The persistent wet weather mainly ac-
counted for this. Verily a deal of cold water was 
literally thrown on such enterprises. But though 
there was no formal excursion of the whole Club, 
there were at least two sectional excursions 
organised by a few members of kindred tastes— 
one to the Boyne, mainly botanical and anti-
quarian ; the other to the Enzie district, which 
embraced geology, antiquities, and natural 
history. These small informal excursions are 
very enjoyable. Large excursions are more im-
pressive perhaps; but there is a, difficulty in 
finding localities with attractions sufficiently 
varied to interest all the excursionists. A 
botanist can find much to interest him on a 
mountain top, where a concholologist would feel 
" l ike a fish out of the water." I t is matter of 
regret that the Club's excursions, whether small 
or great, are not more fully reported. A full 
report of what was observed on these occasions 
would form an interesting and useful addition 
to the Transactions. 

The Club has to lament the death of Mr 
Spence, who was its first secretary, and, up to 
the time of his death, one of the vice-presidents, 
and who, though he had left the locality, con-
tinued to take a lively interest in its welfare, 
and made several valuable contributions to its 
Transactions. Four members have left the 
locality; but that does not necessarily imply that 
they will all sever their connection with the 
Club. We have had a good many valuable con-
tributions from members at a distance, and 
indeed the Rev. Dr Milne, who has gone to live 
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in Aberdeen, has promised us a paper during 
t he coming winter . 

Five new members have joined, an accession 
which will go fa r to keep u p our membership to its 
former s t rength . 

The President thereaf te r gave as his retiring 
address the following paper, enti t led, 

SOME REMINISCENCES OF A SEXAGENARIAN. 

During t he course of a l ife verging upon the 
allotted span of three score years and ten, especially 
where one has lived continuously in the same locality 
as I have practically done, i t is curious to note t he 
gradual and continual changes which, t ime running 
its course, has brought about in our midst. In t he 
physical the evolution has been mostly sharp and 
well defined, while in the economic it would indeed 
sometimes be difficult to say when and where t he 
change began, and when and where i t ended, bu t 
all the same, in either case, the fact remains only 
too apparent to each of us " t h a t the old order 
passeth away giving place to the new." 

Looking backwards, one of t he first outstanding 
subjects which bulks largely in the recesses of a 
man's memory in the remembrance of hia schools, 
his schoolmasters, and his early associates when 
t ime was young with him, and he is surely a man 
devoid of sentiment and na tura l feelings if such 
recollections do not, as age creeps onward and the 
shadows begin to lengthen, appeal to him. Great 
changes have taken place in the mat te r of education 
since I made my first essay to unders tand " t h e 
na ture and power of let ters and the jus t method of 
spelling words." Dames ' schools are long insti tu-
tions of the past in B a n f f ; bu t in m y childhood 
they were the first fountainhead of learning for t he 
children of all classes. In the Seatown, where I 
was brought up, there were a t any ra te three such 
schools—two in Clunie Street—one t augh t by a 
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