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T H U R S D A Y , J A N U A R Y 17, 1901. 

MEETING AT BANFF. 

A meeting of the Club was held this e v e n i n g -
Mr Alexander Greig in the chair. 

N E W MEMBERS. 

Mr James Mair, M.A., rector of Banff Aca-
demy, was admitted a member, and Miss J . 
Gowan, Cathay, Cullen, and Mr John Geddes, 
M.A., Findochty, were nominated for election 
a t next meeting. 

PLACES OP H I S T O R I C I N T E R E S T OR NATURAL 
BEAUTY. 

The Secretary, Mr John Yeats, M.A., read a 
communication from Colonel Pol lard-Uquhart 
of Craigston, calling attention, t o the report of 
the National Trust for Places of Historic Interest 
or Natural Beauty, and more particularly that 
par t of it which sets forth the terms on which 
Field Clubs and kindred societies might become 
affiliated. 

Several members expressed their approbation 
of the objects of the Trust, and, while not seeing 
their way to affiliation, expressed the opinion 
that the members of the Club ought to do what 
they could to promote the objects in view. 

" H O R N S I L V E R . " 

The Secretary also read a communication from 
Rev. Dr Milne, in which he s a i d : — " I n one of 
his etymological papers, the late Mr Macdonald 
confessed that he was puzzled by the term " horn 
silver." I wished, if possible, to help Mr Mac-
donald with the meaning of the term, but did not 
succeed in finding it till af ter his death. I t may 
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still have an interest for some of his friends, and 
I send it to you to let i t be known through the 
Banffshire Field Club. I t was a payment made 
annually to the owner of a castle for affording 
protection against thieves to the cattle of his 
tenants. H e had an enclosure with a high strong 
wall, into which the cattle could be driven in 
time of danger, when the men-at-arms in the 
castle took them under their protection. The 
owners of the cattle paid so much per head for 
this service, and as the cattle were horned, the 
payment was called ' horn silver.' The instance 
I met with was in England, on the border, where 
live stock were in great danger from the rogues 
on the north side of the dividing line." 

T H E AGRICULTURE OF E G Y P T . 

_ T h e following paper by Dr Milne, late of King-
Edward, on the Agriculture of Egypt was then 
read : — 

As an inhabitable, cultivable land Egypt con-
sists of two parts—the Delta and Upper Egypt, 
and to these Lower Nubia is now usually added' 
The area under cultivation is much the same as 
in Scotland, about 5,000,000 acres, of which the 
big half is in the Delta, and but a very small 
part in Nubia. The population is now 10,000,000. 
Sixty years ago, owing to war and oppressive 
land taxes, it was less than 2,000,000. A t its 
best in ancient times it may have had 7,000,000. 
Rain falls plentifully in winter near the Medi-
terranean; at sixty miles inland it becomes 
scanty; at Cairo a few heavy showers fall in a 
year ; but between Cairo and Khartum rain is 
seldom seen. Practically the land under cultiva-
tion is limited to that within reach of the annual 
inundation and artificial irrigation. The aver-
age night temperature is 46 degrees F. , and it 
never falls so low as the freezing point. In 
summer the day temperature is about 100 degrees 
F., and the workmen at the Assuan dam have to 
handle blocks of granite at a very high tempera-
ture, often 160 degrees F. 

The Delta is an open, triangular piece of land 
about 150 miles on the sides, lying between and 
outside the two branches of the Nile, which bi-
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