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almost imperative that teachers shonld know something 
of the district in which they were situated. Mr Wallace 
concluded by expressing his pleasure at coming to Banff. 

Mr Crawford, Hopeman, in proposing the Town and 
Trade of Banff, alluded to the Biggar Memorial Foun-
tain in the town, erected in memory of the man who had 
inaugurated on a large scale trade in herrings between 
Scotland and the Continent, and said that on that ac-
count alone the whole Moray Firth owed a debt of 
gratitude to the town, for nothing had been more pros-
perous during the last fifty years than the fish trade 
with the Continent. Mr Crawford spoke also on the 
educational fame of the county, remarking that Banff-
shire was recognised as a centre of education through-
out Scotland, and he did not know any county in Scot-
land that had produced more able men than it. (Hear, 
hear.) 

Provost Munro, who replied, praised the sanitary 
condition of the town, its beautiful surroundings, and 
remarked that the people seemed to be comfortable and 
contented with the business they had. 

Treasurer Forbes gave the toast of the Ladies, on 
whose behalf Mr Yeats made a gallant reply. 

Bailie Alexander proposed one of the youngest of the 
affiliated Societies—the Morayshire Teachers' Field 
Club, and Mr Crawford, Hopeman, in replying, gave 
some information as to its inception and aims. 

A number of songs were excellently sung during the 
evening, and a happy few hours ended by the company 
honouring with heartiness a toast to the health of the 
chairman. 

T H E EXCURSION. 

The excursion took place on Saturday. Soon 
af ter ten o'clock in the morning the party 
assembled in the Public Square, Buckie. Among 
those who joined in the excursion were Provost 
Munro, Banf f ; Mr Yeats, Banff ; Mr John and 
Miss Simpson, Banff ; Mr Grunt, LL.B., solicitor, 
Ban f f ; Mr George Thomson, M.A., Banff ; Mr 
W. Wilson, Terpersie, Alford ; Mr Mair, rector, 
B a n f f ; Mr J . Tennant Gordon, Banff ; Mr 
Forbes, Macduff; Dr Mackie, E lg in ; Dr Cra-
mond, Cullen; Mr Wallace, F.R.G.S., Inverness; 
Mr Fraser, Inverness ; Mr M'Gruther, Inverness ; 
Mr John Macdonald, solicitor, Buckie; Miss 
Wallace, Elgin ; Mr Fowlie, Cullen House; Mr 
Crawford, Hopeman ; Mr George Thomson, Gol-
lachy, &c. The par ty started in brakes from 
the Commercial Hotel, and made their first halt-
ing place at the mouth of the Gollachy burn. 
Walking up the burn side, the botanists of the 
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party found an unusual var iety of flowers, a n d 
all halted when they arrived a t M r J o h n Dawson ' s 
tweed manufactory. T h e y inspected wi th much 
interest, under Mr Dawson's guidance, his h a n d 
and power looms, and admired his beau t i fu l pro-
ductions of tartans, blankets, &c. Al l were sur-
prised to find such exoellent work done in such 
an unlikely spot. H a m m e r in hand M r Wal l ace 
gave a lucid exposition of the geological charac te rs 
of the Gollachy burn. Here , h e showed, was t o 
be seen an example of igneous act ion in old r ed 
sandstone time, this being one of t h r e e such 
examples. One of the others is n e a r H u n t l y , 
and the third in t h e Black Isle. T h e p o r p h y r i t e 
is overlaid by strata, composed almost ent i re ly of 
rolled pebbles of its own composit ion, wi th a 
few pebbles of quartzi te . A t one p a r t of t h e 
burn the lava flow has come in contac t with' t h e 
fossil bed, and very much altered t h e fish re-
mains which are peculiar to the old red of th i s 
district. 

Continuing their walk, t h e company a r r ived 
at Mr Thomson's farm of Gollachy, w h e r e t h e y 
inspected with much pleasure his rich col lect ion 
of archaeological and scientific objects his excel-
lent specimens of fossils f rom the ne ighbour ing 
Tynet Burn coming in for a large share of a t t en -
tion- In Mr Thomson's museum is a he rbaz ium 
of beautifully mounted specimens, also flint 
arrow heads, axes and hammers, some of t h e m 
very fine, mustard and pepper mills, a very old 
batt le club found in Spey, a gun of t h e R a t h v e n 
Volunteers of a century ago, a fine A n d r e a 
Ferrara , a watch, and a s i lver-mounted pistol 
tha t belonged to the Duke of Gordon, a sp inn ing 
contrivance that belonged t o a sister of a fo rmer 
Ear l of Fife, an extinct ant-eater f r o m Tr in idad , 
and curiosities from all par ts of t h e globe. Be-
fore leaving Gollachy, the company was hospi-
tably entertained by Mr Thomson. 

Time prevented a close examinat ion of the 
Tynet burn, but Mr Thomson expla ined t h e 
nature of t h e beds. The re is first e ight fee t of 
soft yellowish shale, then seven fee t of red clay, 
next three feet of sandstone rock, over which 
there is a thin covering of plast ic clay where in 
are found numbers of nodules, b u t few fossil 
remains. This last is known as the d u m m y bed 
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Under this three feet of rock is the second fisih 
bed, wherein are nodules with well-preserved 
specimens of the Cheiraceinthus, the Diplacan-
thus, and Pterichthys. Next after removing 
another layer of rock a mass of brecciated flag is 
reached, and under this mass is the osteolepis 
bed, in which are also to be found the Cheiro-
lepis, the Dipterus, &c. After crossing the Tynet 
burn, the par ty drove in a northerly direction 
to examine some erratic boulders. Mr Wallace 
showed that one immense boulder must have 
travelled from Kinsteary, near Nairn, and another 
close at hand from Stratherrick, near Foyers. 
T h e stone circle a t Dryburn next claimed atten-
tion and examination. Then came the Green 
Cairn, a description of which occurs in Chalmers' 
Caledonia, furnished by James Hay, of Green 
Castle, in 1798. The sepulchral remains included 
an urn and a gold ornament like the top of a 
vase, sold to a jeweller for thirteen guineas, and 
melted down. 

Af t e r this a delightful drive through the woods 
brought the par ty to the Quarry Gardens, which 
were much admired. Here the brakes made for 
Fochabers, and the party walked t o Gordon 
Castle, admission to which by favour of the Duke 
of Richmond and Gordon had been arranged 
for by Mr Muirhead, His Grace's commissioner. 
The spacious rooms with their artistic treasures, 
including pictures of the Dukes and Duchesses of 
Gordon, and others, by Vandyke, Raeburn, &c., 
were greatly admired, also the armoury, with 
specimens of chain mail, Highland targes, and 
weapons of every variety. T h e immense collec-
tion of deers' heads and the specimens of Tynet 
fossils proved also very attractive. Mr Muirhead 
now took the par ty in charge, and conducted 
them over the grounds to the site of the old 
town of Fochabers, where the cross and jougs 
are still to be seen. In the beauty of a charming 
day, such as Saturday was, nothing could exceed 
the loveliness of t h e flowers, shrubs, and trees 
in the neighbourhood of the Castle. Mr Muir-
head pointed out many trees notable for their 
immense size or s tr iking and graceful beauty. 
A n alder measured 15 feet in circumference; 
another tree, the Duchess's tree, was about 20 
feet, bu t i t was difficult which most to admire. 
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Very fine oaks, elms, poplars, and firs came under 
survey. At the gardens, Mr Webs te r was also 
of much service to the party, while Mr Muir-
head's intimate knowledge of all kinds of p l a n t 
life proved a great treat. A t t h e gardens the 
climate and soil are so favourable t ha t camelias 
and such plants thrive in- the open ground. T h e 
autumn flowering plants presented a, most pro-
mising appearance. The skill and taste dis-
played in laying out the gardens and grounds 
excited the admiration of all. Mr Mui rhead 
next conducted the par ty to his splendid collec-
tion of Alpine and other plants, and charmed all 
by his intimate knowledge regarding thom. M a n y 
of the plants, such as the edel-weiss and others, 
not a few of the party had never seen growing 
before. Before parting, Dr Cramond, as Presi-
dent for the year of the Nor the rn Association of 
Literary and Scientific Societies, desired M r 
Muirhead to have the goodness t o convey t o 
the Duke of Richmond and Gordon the i r deep 
sense of gratitude for the pleasure and profi t H i s 
Grace had afforded them by gran t ing suoh 
generous facilities for inspecting the beauties of 
nature and art in and around Gordon Castle. 
Dr Cramond also, in name of the Association, 
proposed a most cordial vote of thanks to H i s 
Grace's commissioner. Mr Muirhead, he said, was 
imbued with the t rue scientific spirit . T h e 
author of the Birds of Berwickshire was k n o w n 
in all scientific circles, and his stores of know-
ledge had been of the greatest value to t hom 
tha t day in contributing to the e n j o y m e n t of 

one of the best excursions they had ever had . 
Mr Wallace, Inverness, as secretary of t h e 
Northern Association, seconded the motion, which 
was enthusiastically passed. Mr Mui rhead , in 
reply, said it would give him much pleasure to 
communicate to His Grace t h e resolution of t h e 
Association. H e also thanked t h e proposer , 
seconder, and party for the kindly remarks re-
garding himself, and added tha t he had been 
much pleased to meet them all. A f t e r t ea in t h e 
hotel, the par ty divided, some proceeding t o t h e 
Highland station for Elgin and Inverness, while 
the others, a f te r a saunter through the village of 
Fochabers, returned in the Brakes to Buckie, and 
thence by t r am to Banff and elsewhere 
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