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At the Castle we shall see the section of a tree cut in 
the forest of Glenmore, six feet broad, bearing a brass 
plate thus inscribed—" In 1783, Wm. Osborne, Hull, 
purchased the forest of Glenmore from the Duke of 
Gordon. He cut it down in 22 years, and built a t the 
mouth of the Spey 47 sail, one of them was in the ser-
vice of His Majesty." Date of presentation, 26th Sep-
tember 1806. We cannot be in that neighbourhood 
without remembering that the eldest son of the great 
Montrose, Lord Graham, a youth of 15, was buried in 
the old church of Bellie. " H e takis seiknes," says 
Spalding, "dies in the Bog in a few dayis, and is bureit 
in the Kirk of Bellie, to his fathir's gryt greif." This 
was in March 1645. Huntty Castle, the other principal 
family residence, ceased to be inhabited c. 1760. 

The writer of the Old Statistical Account, a little over 
a century ago, says—" The town of Fochabers has been 
removed from the vicinity of Gordon Castle to a rising 
ground nearly a mile distant. Gordon Castle is well 
known," he adds, " to be one of the noblest palaces in 
Britain, and attracts the notice of all travellers, who 
never fail to return highly gratified." 

On t h e motion of Mr Wallace, a vote of thanks 
was passed to D r Cramond, both for his excellent 
papers and for his conduct in the chair. 

S U P P E R IN F I F E ARMS. 

At half-past eight, the members met in the Fife Arms 
Hotel a t supper, when an excellent repast was served 
under the superintendence of Mr Chisholm. Dr 
Cramond presided, and Mr Wallace, Inverness, was 
croupier. There were also present—Dr Mackie, Elgin; 
Mr J . A. M'Gruther, Inverness; Mr James Morrison, 
solicitor, Banff ; Mr P. E . Harper, Earlhi l l ; Mr James 
Forbes, solicitor, Banff ; Bailie Alexander, Banff; Mr 
John W. Simpson, Banff; Mr James Mair, schoolmaster, 
Banff ; Mr James Grant, solicitor, Banff; Mr John 
Yeats, Banff ; Mr A. Greig, Sandlaw; Provost Munro, 
Banff ; Mr William Rhind, London ; Mr Jaffrey and 
Mr Crawford. Hopeman ; Mr James Fraser, Inverness; 
Mr William Wilson, Terpersie, Alford ; Mr J . Tennant 
Gordon, chief constable; and Mr William Barclay, 
Duncan Street, Banff. 

The Chairman gave the usual loyal toasts. 
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Mr James Morrison gave the toast of the Imperial 

Forces, and Captain Grant, of the Macduff Company of 
Volunteer Artillery, responded. 

The Chairman then gave the toast of the Association, 
remarking that no one could take up its Transactions 
for a number of years back without being struck with 
the great amount of valuable and reliable information 
that was to be found there. Heaven and earth seemed 
to have been ransacked in order to clear up dubious 
points and to settle controversies on all manner of sub-
jects. (Cheers.) He was delighted to see some of the 
Societies displaying such an amount of vitality and 
vigour. One sometimes thought, especially those of 
them who had been for a long time connected with 
Societies such as those of Banff and Inverness, tha t the 
time would perhaps come that they would have to de-

lore the fact that they had no more worlds to conquer, 
ut that time had scarcely arrived yet. (Cheers.) With 

the hope that the Association would go on and prosper, 
he would couple the toast with one of the most re-
spected and oldest members they had in connection 
with the affiliated Societies—their dear friend Mr 
Wallace. (Cheers.) 

Mr Wallace, in responding, said some flfty years ago 
the society which went under the name of the Northern 
Association was in full force. That was a very old 
Association, and its members were drawn from the landed 
proprietors and country gentlemen of the North a t tha t 
time. Inverness was its headquarters, and under i ts 
auspices a very excellent museum and collection of 
objects of geological and archaeological interest was 
brought together. That collection, unfortunately, had 
been scattered, he might say, to the four winds. I t was 
at one time located in the Inverness Royal Academy— 
the old building, and from that it was removed from 
one place to another until the institution of the Inver-
ness Field Club, when he, with several others, unearthed 
it in the old Town Hall, in a very dilapidated condition. 
Some twenty-five years ago Field Clubs became fashion-
able institutions. Banff, he thought, was among the 
first, and they had clubs also in Huntly, Nairn, Elgin, 
Inverness, and Dingwall, all doing excellent work. 
I t was now about 21 years ago that a t a meeting of the 
Inverness Scientific Society he proposed that there 
should be a joint meeting in Elgin, and from that time 
to this they had gone on having joint meetings under 
the old name, which they revived at the time, of the 
Northern Association of Literary and Scientific 
Societies. Of the Societies existing then, Banff, Nairn, 
Elgin, and Inverness continued to exist, but there were 
signs also of new vigour. This last year in Inverness they 
had one of the most successful sessions they had for 
many years, and new Societies had sprung up in Ding-
wall and Morayshire. The latter was in connection 
with the Teachers' Association, and now that Nature 
Knowledge had to be taught in the day schools, it was 
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almost imperative that teachers shonld know something 
of the district in which they were situated. Mr Wallace 
concluded by expressing his pleasure at coming to Banff. 

Mr Crawford, Hopeman, in proposing the Town and 
Trade of Banff, alluded to the Biggar Memorial Foun-
tain in the town, erected in memory of the man who had 
inaugurated on a large scale trade in herrings between 
Scotland and the Continent, and said that on that ac-
count alone the whole Moray Firth owed a debt of 
gratitude to the town, for nothing had been more pros-
perous during the last fifty years than the fish trade 
with the Continent. Mr Crawford spoke also on the 
educational fame of the county, remarking that Banff-
shire was recognised as a centre of education through-
out Scotland, and he did not know any county in Scot-
land that had produced more able men than it. (Hear, 
hear.) 

Provost Munro, who replied, praised the sanitary 
condition of the town, its beautiful surroundings, and 
remarked that the people seemed to be comfortable and 
contented with the business they had. 

Treasurer Forbes gave the toast of the Ladies, on 
whose behalf Mr Yeats made a gallant reply. 

Bailie Alexander proposed one of the youngest of the 
affiliated Societies—the Morayshire Teachers' Field 
Club, and Mr Crawford, Hopeman, in replying, gave 
some information as to its inception and aims. 

A number of songs were excellently sung during the 
evening, and a happy few hours ended by the company 
honouring with heartiness a toast to the health of the 
chairman. 

T H E EXCURSION. 

The excursion took place on Saturday. Soon 
af ter ten o'clock in the morning the party 
assembled in the Public Square, Buckie. Among 
those who joined in the excursion were Provost 
Munro, Banf f ; Mr Yeats, Banff ; Mr John and 
Miss Simpson, Banff ; Mr Grunt, LL.B., solicitor, 
Ban f f ; Mr George Thomson, M.A., Banff ; Mr 
W. Wilson, Terpersie, Alford ; Mr Mair, rector, 
B a n f f ; Mr J . Tennant Gordon, Banff ; Mr 
Forbes, Macduff; Dr Mackie, E lg in ; Dr Cra-
mond, Cullen; Mr Wallace, F.R.G.S., Inverness; 
Mr Fraser, Inverness ; Mr M'Gruther, Inverness ; 
Mr John Macdonald, solicitor, Buckie; Miss 
Wallace, Elgin ; Mr Fowlie, Cullen House; Mr 
Crawford, Hopeman ; Mr George Thomson, Gol-
lachy, &c. The par ty started in brakes from 
the Commercial Hotel, and made their first halt-
ing place at the mouth of the Gollachy burn. 
Walking up the burn side, the botanists of the 
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