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endeavour to increase our town's membership, 
for on that the attendance a t our meetings 
almost entirely depends, and there is nothing 
more gratifying to the reader of a paper than a 
good and attentive audience." 

The report was adopted. 
The retiring President then delivered his 

address, taking as his subject 
NOTES ON MONTCOFFER BANFF. 

I t is strange that erven at the present day, 
after so much has been done in the way of 
elucidating family, burgh, and county history, 
it should still be a matter of so much difficulty 
to trace the ownership of a small estate for, say, 
the matter of four or five hundred years. 
Scattered references, often tantalisingly brief, 
We do occasionally find in local records; but the 
succession proper can only, as a rule, be got a t 
from the Registers of Sasines now deposited in 
the General Register House, Edinburgh. These 
are voluminous and proverbially d r y ; in fact, 
of all the tasks an antiquary can betake himself 
to he will find none so dry and dreary as this. 
Yet, in spite of all, one meets with facts and 
dates of great value. I t is a reproach to t he 
antiquarian study of the country that the 
Registers of Sasines for the several counties rest 
on the shelves practically unopened. A n ac-
quaintance with the names, at least, of the 
successive proprietors of estates is as essential 
for a, oounty history as the succession of kings 

for the history of the country. For this county 
the Registers begin so far back as 16th January 

1600 and with the exception of a blank from 
1609 to 1617 are complete to the present day, 
and in good preservation. The registers for the 
neighbouring oounty of Aberdeen begin in the 
year 1599. 

The earliest reference I have found in record 
to Montcoffer or its proprietors is in the service 
of William Turing, as heir of John Turing of 
Foveran, his father, in the barony of Foveran. 
The jury for this purpose sat in the Court-House 
of Aberdeen on the third day of October 1503, 
in presence of the Earl of Crawford, Sheriff of 
the county of Aberdeen. Alexander Tullocht of 
Moncoffir was one of the jury, and his fellow-
jurors included Sir Alexander Irvine of Drum, Ban
ffs

hir
e 

Fiel
d 

Club



97 
George Meldrum of Fyvie, Alexander Skene of 
Skene, all of whioh families in the course of 
years came, by marriage or otherwise, to be 
conneoted with Montcoffer. The same jury sat 
the same day on other services—viz., Margaret 
Leslie, widow of William Hay of Ardendacht, in 
the barony of Belhelvie ; and Elizabeth Ogston, 
as one of the heirs of Walter Ogston of that ilk. 
her father, in the barony of Polgovny. 

Alexander Tulloch of Montcoffer is again on 
a jury on 22nd Oct. 1504, before Alexander Banner-
man of Waterton, Sheriff-Depute of Aberdeen, 
along with Alexander Skene of that ilk, Robert 
Duguid of Auchinhove, John Dumbrek of that 
ilk and others. At this Court Walter Dempster 
was served heir of John Dempster, his father, 
in the lands of one-third part of the barony of 
Auxshterless. We find the laird of Montcoffer 
again at a Sheriff Court held in the Court-House 
of Aberdeen by Alexander Bannerman of Water-
ton, the jury also including George Leith. of 
Bernis, Henry Forbes of Kinnellar, William 
Blackhall, and others, the business before the 
Court being a protest for remeid of law by 
Alexander Cumyn of Culter, in consequence of 
the abstraction of the seal of his charter granted 
by Alexander H. of his baronies of Culter and 
Tuliboy while it was in the custody of Alexander 
Burnet of Leys, his grandfather. Other juries 
on which Montcoffer sat—and we have record of 
five others—extended from 30th October 1505 to 
5tb October 1507. At these Courts the follow-
ing were served heirs:—Thomas Fraser, as heir 
of his father, Andrew Fraser, in the barony of 
Stanewod and the lands of Kynmandy; John 
Leith, as heir of George Leith of Barns, his 
father, in the lands of Ruthrieston and fishing 
on Dee; Thomas Urquhart, as heir of Master 
Alexander Urquhart, Sheriff of Cromarty, his 
father, in the lands of Fechry and others; and 
Marjory Leslie, widow of William Michelson, in 
her terce from the lands of Sleoch. 

The whole lands of Montcoffer did not, how-
ever, belong to Alexander Tulloch, for by a 
legal document executed at Edinburgh on 8th 
January 1506-7, it appears that confirmation was 
then given by King James IV. to Patrick 
Barclay of Grantuly and Elizabeth Arbuthnot, 
his wife, of the half of the lands of Moncoffer, 
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with the fishing of the water of Doverne in the 
barony of Kynedward. The said half belonged 
to the said Patrick in heirship as a free tenandry 
of said barony formerly held of the baron 
thereof, and at that date was in the King's 
hands by resignation of the said Patrick, and 
the said barony was adjudged to belong to the 
King as heir of John, Earl of Buchan, and the 
King granted to the said Patrick his whole 
right in and to the said half, the reddendo being 
three suits at the Sheriff Court of Aberdeen, 
with ward, &o., when; such happened to arise. 
In 1541, Thomas Tullacht occurs as portioner 
of Moncoffer. 
' Scanty references occur about 1568 to Robert 
Irvine of Moncoffer, one of the family of the 
Irvines of Drum, who held at least par t of the 
lands. 

Mr William Meldrum of Moncoffer, brother 
of George Meldrum of Fyvie, is mentioned in 
the year 1589. He is referred to again in 1592 
as portioner of Montcoffer. On 22nd July 1595, 
the King confirmed a charter of Mr William 
Meldrum, portioner of Moncoffer, by which he 
sold to George Baird of Auchmedden his shady 
half of the lands of Auchnagorthie in the barony 
of Moncoffer. The charter was granted about 
the year 1591, the notary employed being Patr ick 
Ghalmer, who was Sheriff-Clerk of Banff, and 
whose tombstone, with- its bold capitals" and the 
date 1592, arrests th'e eye of everyone passing 
along the street on the east side of the old 
Churchyard of Banff. Mr William Meldrum is 
stated in the Register of the Privy Council of 
jdate 1621 as being then dead (he was, in fact, 
dead by 1617 at least), having previously assigned 
to Andrew Meldrum of Dumbrek, who was also 
by that time dead, the reversions and evidents 
which he had of the lands and lordship of Fyvie. 

Little is thereafter found in the usual records 
till the year 1605. From that year to 1610 
frequent reference ia made to Mr Robert Irvine 

of Moncoffer. He was the second son of Alex-
ander Irvine of Drum, who succeeded to Drum 

in 1553, and died in 1603. I n 1609 there is re-
corded in the Register of the Privy Council a 
complaint by Robert Irvine of Moncoffer, 
brother of the Laird of Drum, against John 
Forbes of Logy and others for oppression and 
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riot. On 2nd March 1610, Laurence Abernethie 
in Banff, and Archibald Mair, in Montcoffer, 
servitors to Mr Robert Irvine, portioner of Mont-

coffer, and the said Robert Irvine, for himself, 
complained to the Privy Council that at K i rk 
syde, a place belonging to their master on the 
water of Doverne, Gilbert Baird of Auchmedden, 
Thomas Kennedy, burgess of Banff; Alexander 
Twye, Thomas Cassie, and William Reid, there ; 
James Adamsonie, Sandiehills, and another 
Adamson, laid violent hands on them, and with 
great " r u n g s " gave them many bloody strokes, 
and with drawn ewords wounded them to the 
great effusion of blood, finally casting them into 
:the stream, and compelling them, at the hazard 
of their lives, to pass through the same. The 
Council granted that proceedings be taken 
against the offenders. 
.. Those were rather troublous times in the 
North, as we may see from the numerous Acts 
of Caution registered by the Privy Council. To 
give one example. In 1606 Archibald Mair, in. 
Montcoffer, gave caution for 500 merks not to 
harm Walter Currour of Inchdrewer, and a few 
months later he gave further oaution to the 
same effect, as did also Mr John, Ogilvy, brother 

of Sir George Ogilvie of Dunlugus, Mr Thomas 
Ogilvy of Innerichny, George Currour, fiar of 
Inchdrewer, and several persons in Banff. 

In 1634, Alexander Irving is mentioned as 
son of the deceased Robert Irving of Moncoffer. 

His " gudame," we are told, was " dochter to 
the Earl of Findlater." In 1622, Robert Irvine 
is designed of Moncoffer, but by 1624 we have 
a new family in possession of the lands—Georg 
Ogilvie of Moncoffer. Sir Alexander Aber,-
cromby of Birkenbog owned part of Moncoffer 
in 1636, while Irvine of Fornet held the rest, 
In 1636, Sir Alexander Abercromby had a 
charter under the great seal of the shadow half 
of the lands of Moncoffer, Gavnies, Corskie, and 
Inverichnie. I t is on record that he held a 
Baron Court on the Hill of Moncoffer in 1657, 
when. John Paterson, in Inverkeithnie, was 
dècerned " to pay £4 3s. 4d. Sc. of ilk ane of 
nine bolls of meal." Prior to 1680, Colin Camp-
bell and also Thomas Campbell are designated 
"of Moncoffer." In 1685, Moncoffer was ad-
judged to David Falconer against Kathrine and 
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Mareon Campbell, daughters of the deceased 
Colin Campbell. 

In 1698, Sir Thomas Urquhart of Cromarty 
disponed the shadow half of Moncoffer to Sir 
Alexander Abercromby, yr. of Birkenbog. 

The following notes regarding Montcoffer 
appear in Volume VII I . of Rose's MS. Index, the 
writer being Mr William Rose, for many years 
familiarly designed "o f Montcof fe r" :— 

" MONTCOFFER — Sunny half. — Cottholms, 
Meikle and Little Gaveny, miln thereof, and 
salmon fishings called the Malison Shot and 
Kirkside, land of Kirkside, and East lands or 
Nether lands of Fowlzie belonged, 5th May 1568, 
to George Barclay of that ilk, disponed tha t date 
to Alexander Irvine of Drum in life, and Robert, 
his second son, in fee. Confirmed by the Crown 
28th January 1572. George Barclay of Garn-
tulbie, by charter, with Walter, his eldest son's, 
consent, 6th and 9th January 1577, dispones 

Fowlzie to the said Drum and his son, confirmed 
by the King 24th February 1580. . . Margaret 
Skene is his wife. Robert is their son in fee 
10th February 1616, confirmed by the King 19th 
February 1616. 

" Shadow half.—Mains of Montcoffer, includ-
ing the field before the old gate, bounded by 
the long rig to Corskie, then the shadow of 
Gaveny, shadow half of Cowtrie ( ?), and crofts 
upon Braeside, salmon fishings belonging thereto 
and corf-house, Inverichnies, miln thereof, oalled 
Denmiln. Belonged to Sir A. Abercromby, dis-
poned by him to Colin Campbell of Lundie, ad-
judged by John Reid of Barra from his daughters 
ana disponed by the daughters to Peter Russell 
burgess of Banff, who married the eldest 
daughter. Wanford, Funkeston, Hairmoss, dis-
poned by Sir Hary Guthrie to Peter Russell. 
This shadow half, which, I suppose, was Tulloch's 
half, belonged to Sir Thomas Urquhar t of 
Cromarty and his lady and three sons, July 1636, 
disponed them to Sir A. Abercromby, registered 
in Books of Council and Session 13th December 
1698. Sir Alexander disponed to the said Colin 
Campbell and Helen Abercromby, his wife, 
daughter of Mr John Abercromby of Glassaugh, 
9th November 1676 (Sheriff Court Books of 
Banff, 13th January 1677), adjudging 1684 against 
Catherine and Mary Campbells, the daughters. 
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Catherine was wife of Peter Russell, who gave 
to Alexander, their son, the estate 8th Sep-
tember 1708, and Crown Charter thereon 22nd 
June 1711. Walter Ogilvy was the first of Dun-
lugas 1542. They took the sunny half of Mon-
coffer, and, 4th October 1616, his son, Sir George 
Ogilvie of Dunlugaa; Walter, fiar thereof; and 
George, his eldest son, then heritors, and Robert 
Irvine, the other portionèr, settle the marches, 
with consent of George Baird of Corskie, 
William, Earl of Marischal, gave a tack of the 
teinds to Sir Alexander Abercromby of his par t 
of Montcoffer, Oorskie, and salmon fishings for 

his life, the life of his heir male, and after to 
the heirs male successors and assignees of the 
said heirs male for 19 life rents and 21 nineteen 
years from Lambas 1647. Dated 12th May 1648 
for payment of 12 pennies. Registered in Sheriff 

Court Books of Banff 3rd February 1698. T o 
the teinds of Wanford and Funkieston there is 
an heritable right, but for the other lands of 
Montcoffer paid." 

The family of Russell held Montcoffer for 
about eighty years. In an account of the family 
which appeared on the death of Colonel Russell 
of Aden in 1875, it is stated that the family 
came from England and settled in Scotland 
during the reign of Edward III. , and that for 
several hundred years they held property in 
Morayshire. Alexander Russell, continues the 
same writer, came North in 1600, and took up 
his residence in Elgin, in which city and its 
neighbourhood he purchased considerable pro-
perty. " He became Provost of Elgin, had three 
sons, of whom the second, Patrick Russell, born 
in 1630, married, first, a sister of Archbishop 
Sharp, by whom he had no family, and second 
the eldest daughter and co-heiress of Sir John 
Campbell, Bart, of Lundie, by Helen, his wife, 
a daughter of John Abercrombie of Glassaugh, 
by whom he had two sons." But some of these 
statements cannot be substantiated. . . 

Peter (or Patrick) Russell, for these Christian 
names were and still frequently are used indis-
criminately, purchased, or otherwise acquired, 

in 1680 part of the land of Montcoffer. He 
married Catherine Campbell, daughter of Colin 
Campbell of Moncoffer. He held some salmon 
fishings in Deveron in 1683, for the Magistrates 
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of Banff in that year fined him £50 " for keep-

ing his crove dam close free of any r in . " H e 
was Commissioner from Banff to t he Convention 
of Royal Burghs in 1694, and seems to have taken 
a kindly interest in his neighbours of the county 
town, for in 1698 he was one of three gentlemen 
who subscribed 100 merks each towards the 
building of the school of Banff. The educational 
authorities of those early days had by no means 
ambitious views acoording t o our ideas, for thè 
total cost of building the school was only £41 

11s.- sterling. 
'- Patrick Russell died in 1713, when his eldest 
son, Alexander, succeeded t o the estate of Mont-

coffer. He married Catherine, a daughter of 
Skene of Skene. Catherine's mother—Giles 
Adie, a daughter of Mr David Adie of Aberdeen 
and Edinburgh—makes the following entry in t he 
family Bible:— \ 

" My second daughter, Keatren (Married 
Montcoffer) was born at Skene the. sixtint of 
January, one thousand seven hundred and one', 
being Thursday, in the forenoon, at 11 o'clocke 
or thereby; died in Feby. 1744 at Banff ; married 
their to Dr Fotheringham." 

A tombstone in the Old Churchyard of Banff 
bèars the following brief inscription:— 

"Interred here Katharine Skene, February 
1744 ; Doctor Charles Fotheringham, J u n e 1746 ; 
Katharine Russell, January 1777 ; William 
Russell, May 1777; Sophia Russell, May 1778." 
' The daughter of Catharine Skene and D r 
Fotheringham of Pourie became the wife of Mr 
Alexander Dirom, Provost of Banff and laird 
Of Muiresk. 
, Alexander Russell of Montcoffer died in 1733, 
and was succeeded by his son, also named 
Alexander. He married, in 1747, Miss Peggy 
Hay, daughter of Rannas, and their son, Alex-
ander, was born in 1748. About 1755 "be sold 
Moncoffer to William Duff of Braco, ancestor of 
the Duke of Fife, and purchased the lands of 
Aden, including Deer and Biffie, for £6000, re-
taining, however, the Superiority of Moncoffer,' 
which did not leave the family till after 1850. 
Since the year 1755, Moncoffer has remained in 
the same family.. -

The second son of Patrick Russell of Mon-
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coffer was John Russell of Rathen (bom, 1700, 

died 1755), who married Margaret Calder, 
daughter of Sir Thomas Calder of Muirtown, 
and whose son was Thomas Russell of Rathen. 
Two of the daughters of Thomas Russell of 
Rathen—great-granddaughters of Patrick Russell 
of Montcoffer, Elizabeth and Grace—died, the 
former at Aberdeen in 1865, and the latter at 
Fraserburgh in 1866. Their mother was Anna 
Innes of Rosieburn, and the affection of the 
old ladies for Banff is shown by their having 
bequeathed to the poor of Banff the sum of 
£6000 stg. Tombstones to the memory of several 
of the family appear in the Old Churchyard of 
Banff, and are kept in' good preservation. 

The hill of Montcoffer was planted and en-
closed in 1755, the year in which Braco came into 
possession. The year previous a plan of Mon-
coffer was drawn by William Anderson, the 
general charaoter of which is sufficiently well 
indicated by the following diagram:— 

The, ground slopes to the Deveron, which 
bends round the farm from (4) towards (6) and 
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(9). The dwelling-house (1) looks to the south, 
having six fields of above five acres each in rear, 
No. (1) represents the houses and garden. The 
fields were thus named: — 

The grass by the riverside extended from (4) 
to (6) to 6 acres 0 roods 36 falls. 

In the year 1769 Howfold, Slacks, Malicen, 
and Strekler were taken off the farm and incor-
porated with Lord Fife's policies. A plan of the 
farm, made in 1774 by George Taylor, surveyor, 
differs in no essential features from the fore-
going. 

In 1761, Mr Russell, proprietor of Montcoffer, 
renounced the Mains to Mr James Duff. Mr 
Duff possessed only till Whitsunday 1763, when 
Mr Cumming entered to the house and three 
parks below, paying £10, and George Grant got 
a subset of the other parts at £17, and these 
continued till Whitsunday 1773, when Mr Wm. 
Rose, factor for Lord Fife, entered, it being 
considered more convenient that the factor 
should be resident there than at Braco, where 
Mr Innes of Muiryfold had resided. T h e How-
folds and all betwixt Whitegate below to the 
water (included in Lord Fife 's policies) and 
waterside grass were taken off, and valued' by 
"Old Milne of Alves " and George Gellie a t 8 
bolls of meal and £1 10s. 8d., and Mr Rose paid 
the rent remaining, viz., £22 5s. 6d. 

When Mr Rose entered, the dwelling-house 
and office-house were praotioally in ruins. Mr 
Rose put houses and land in excellent condition. 
In 1790 Mr Rose computed that the 30 acres 

Ac. Eds. Falls. 
(2) Kitchenbank, . 3 0 26 
(3) Barrbank, . 3 2 16 
(4) Geesehill, . . 8 2 0 
(5) Dovecot Park, . 3 3 27 
(6) Streckler, . . 6 2 16 
(7) Malicen, . 6 0 0 
(8) Slacks, . 6 2 32 
(9) Howfold, . . 8 0 0 

(10) Braefold, . . 5 3 12 
(11) Spurhillock, 
(12) Officer's Park, . 

. 5 3 12 (11) Spurhillock, 
(12) Officer's Park, . . 5 1 20 
(13) Chapelbank, . 5 3 12 
(14) Blackhillock, . 5 3 12 
(15) Cairnhill, . . 5 3 12 
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above the farm-town were worth to any tenant 
30s. per acre. A like extent below the town 
was worth 35s. per acre. Dwelling-house, office-

houses, gardens, &c., were worth £13 6s. 8d , 
the pigeon-house £3—in all, £103 16s. The rent 
to him was £21 5s. 6d. The profit in 1789 was 
£143.' A few years later he computed the farm 
waa worth to him £178. The stocking of the 
farm as held by Mr Rose was rouped in 1807, 
and realised about £200. 

The visitor to the mansion-house of Montcoffer, 
knowing the lands were a lairdship for hundreds 
of years, naturally looks carefully over the walls 
in search of old coats of arms or other memorials 
of byegone days. One well-out coat of arms 
with the initials I.T. E.D., built into the front 
wall of the house in a prominent position, at 
once arrests attention, and one naturally asks 
whioh of all the lairds since 1505—for the families 
are all known since that time—placed here his 
coat of arms. An examination, however, showed 
that the arms belonged to none of them; and 
in despair I appealed a few weeks ago to Sir 
James Balfour Paul, the courteous Lyon King 
of Arms, sending him a nice sketch of the arms 
by a lady of the house. H e at once replied that 
the sketch showed the arms of the family of 
Tarres or Tarras. This waa sufficient to solve 
the mystery, for I had lately read the Registers 
of Sasines of the Burgh of Elgin, and there, 
under date 7th April 1655, waa recorded the 

sasine of James Tarras and Elizabeth Douglas, 
his spouse " upon ane fourth of the toune and 

lands of Overbarflethills and ane fourth part 
of the hauch thereof lying of old within the 
pariochin [a mistake for ' baronie'] of Kilmele-
mock, and now within the territories of the 
burgh of Elgin." The arms of Tarras and 
Douglas impaled with the initials I.T. E.D. left 
no doubt on the matter. Sir James Balfour Paul 
also referred me to the Proceedings of the 
Society of Antiquaries XXXIV. , PP- 371-4 
where appear valuable and learned "Notes on 
the Heraldry of Elgin and its Neighbourhood, 
by Mr W. Rae Macdonald, F.S.A. Scot. A 
sketch is there given of the Tarres arms—a 
chevron between two stars in chief and a heart 
in base—and a copy of the inscription on a 
tombstone now in the Cathedral Church, Elgin. 
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The inscription is as follows, in capitals:— 
"Here . lyis . ane . honest . woman . callit . 
Beatrix . Tares . spovs . to . James . Chalmer_. 
Gliwer . bwrgis . in . Elgin . wha . departi t 
. this . lyf . on . the . 13 . of . Agwst . 1614. 
Altho . thes . corpis . in . dwst . doth . ly . their 
. better . peartes . shall . newir . die." 

. . . . , : . 
The query that next naturally arose was— 

HOW came to Montcoffer stones containing the 
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arms of the Elgin family of Tarres ? That query 
was more easily answered, for it was known that 
a t Montcoffer even still lie several carved stones 
from Elgin, the life-sized effigies of bishops, 

&c. When old St Giles' Church and Church-
yard were rather unceremoniously cleared off 
the High Street of Elgin to make way for the 
present church, erected in 1827, several of the 
old monuments were taken to the Cathedral 
Churchyard, including the monument to the 
memory of Bishop Douglas. The pillar of the 
old Town's Cross, with the lion surmounting it, 
were carefully guarded and preserved by Hon. 
George Skene Duff, and were kindly and hand-
somely restored by him in the year 1888 when 
the old Cross was restored. -What more natural, 
then, that this finely-cut ooat of arms should 
find its way to Montcoffer House at the same 
time, Montcoffer House being the residence of 
the Hon. George Skene Duff, M.P.? 

A stone on one of the outhouses of Montcoffer 
bears the initials I.M. . I.T., with the date 1809, 
an Elgin explanation of which I hope in time 
to be able to discover. 

A nice old sundial also adorns the flower 
garden of Montcoffer House. I t bears the in-
scription—" Post est occasio calva " (Opportunity 
is bald behind). The same motto occurs on sun-
dials on the churches of Horton, Dorsetshire, 
and Yaxley, Huntingdonshire. Thomas Elwood 
thus writes: — 
" The moment that is past returns no more ; 

The hour mis-spent can never be recalled ! 
Old Chronos has but one poor lock before, 

His head behind is altogether bald. 
Take that from me." 

In fuller form the inscription occurs on the 
Schoolhouse, Guilsborough, Northampton, thus: 

Fronte capillata, post est occasio calva" 
(Opportunity has lockss in f ront and is bald behind) 

The quotation is from Dionysius Cato's 
" Distichorum de Moribus," written probably in 
the second century in the time of the Antonines: 
" Rem tibi quam nosces optam disnittere noli; 

Fronte capillata, post est occasio calva. 
Lord Bacon, says Mrs Gatty, in her "Book of 

Sun Dials," thus writes: " F o r occasion (as it is 
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in the common verse) turneth a bald noddle 
after she bath presented her locks in f ront and 
no hold taken. " T a k e time by the forelock,"' 
says the proverb; and Time is usually repre-
sented a3 an old man, bald except a t u f t of ha i r 
on the crown of his head. Compare Shakespeare 
in "All 's Well That Ends W e l l " : — 
"Let ' s take the instant by the forward t o p ; 

For we are old and on our quick'st decrees 
The inaudible and noiseless foot of Time 
Steals ere we can effeot them." 
In looking over some old accounts in the 
Cadgett of the Royal Burgh of Elgin I find the 

following note of payments:— 
1682, Apryll 25.—Paid for bringing hom. ane 

ston from Cowsie to be the sone dyell for the 
church, 4ls. 6d. Sc. 

1682, June 22.—Payit for helping home ane 
stone to be ane sone dyell to t he church, £ 1 
3s. 4d. Sc. 

To ane boy to carie ane letter to Thomas Alves 
to come and order the stone for the sonne dyall, 
6s. 8d. 

Now, what connection, you may ask, have 
these old Elgin accounts with the sundial a t 
Montcoffer. As you may probably say, I have 
done quite enough in that direction for one 
night, I shall say no more on the matter. B u t 
I cannot help remarking, before concluding, tha t 
the curious point we have arrived at is t ha t 
Montcoffer House, which was for so many years 
the residence of successive lairds, moreover of 
Mr William Rose, Lord Fife 's factor, and one 
of the best known antiquaries of the North of 
Scotland of his time, now contains, perhaps, not 
one carved stone that properly belongs t o it. 

In the Banffshire Journal in which report of the 
foregoing lecture appeared, there was also printed 
the following note:— 

Since the foregoing " N o t e s on Montcof fe r " 
were read, the writer has received an interesting 
and valuable communication from a gentleman, 
in which the following occurs, corroborative of 
the conclusions arrived a t :— 

" I recollect very well that the Honourable 
George Skene Duff, who ocoupied Montcoffer 
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House many years, and for whom it was refitted 
and extended, he having built the library and 
ante-rooms, brought some old sculptures from 
the South College, Elgin, which was his pro-
perty, and put them into the portions of the 
building that he was erecting. I think also one 
or more were plaoed in the garden. I very well 
recollect him saying to me when the building 
was going on that the stones would puzzle some 
future antiquarian !" 

The retiring president also read the following 
interesting account of the cave recently dis-
covered at Findochty:— 

THE NEWLY DISCOVERED CAVE AT FINDOCHTY. 

While quarrymen were engaged two or three 
weeks ago on the face of a cliff to the west of 
Findochty harbour, adjacent to the school play-
ground, they came on, the mouth of a cave, the 
existence of whioh is not referred to in the 
ancient records of this well-known, village. These 
records, however, it must be confessed, are 
somewhat scanty, but even oral tradition or 
living memory, which are usually not so scrupu-
lous or so inelastic in statement as the written 
word, do not here come to our aid to afford any 
explanation of its past history. We must, 
therefore, take it as it is. The mouth of the 
cave is about six feet wide and about three and 
a-half feet high at the highest part, gradually 

sloping down to the surface of the ground from 
N.W. to S.E., in which direction the stratifica-
tion of the rocks lie. The interior extends back 
about 24- feet, and, even overblown as it now is 
with sand, allows a man of six feet in height to 
stand in several parts of it with comfort. A few 
days ago I set to work inside the cave with a 

small body of volunteers, and after careful 
digging and examination of the floor we made 
no notable discovery; in fact, I should not have 
been disinclined to believe any old inhabitant 
played around the open mouth of the cave. The 
mouth had no doubt gradually closed up with 
the drifting of the sand; however it may have 
been sufficiently large for many years to allow 
sand and other articles to blow into it, even 
after inquisitive young Findochty had ceased-
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