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A g r i c u l t u r e in B a n f f s h i r e 

150 YEARS AGO. 

By 

J A M E S G R A N T , M.A., LL.B., 
BANFF. 

In presenting the following pages for your consideration, 
I must disclaim having the knowledge either of the 
practical farmer or of the skilled antiquarian in agri-
culture and its ancient methods. With these limita-
tions, I give you the results of my investigations into 
the agriculture of our county 150 years ago for what 
they are worth. The antiquarian will at once see that 
much remains to be done in the elucidation of the 
agricultural antiquities of Banffshire. A wide field is 
still open in the period treated of by me. A wider 
and more interesting field, though the materials are 
scarcer, is open in the ages preceding. The prehistoric 
Caledonian reared stock similar in kind to our own 
to-day, and cultivated the ground. In his caves, his 
kitchen middens, and in his graves we find the bones 
of our present domestic animals, the quern, and the 
seed of our ordinary cereals. The influence of the 
Roman invasion, mostly indirect no doubt north of the 
Grampians, with its attendant civilisation, advanced 
the arts, including agriculture. The clergy, in the 
early ages when Christianity was introduced, were 
assiduous improvers in agriculture. In the ages suc-
ceeding the unification of Scotland under the Scotch 
Kings, the clergy still continued the chief improvers. 
Mills were introduced, and the hand quern was dis-
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countenanced. The breed of stock was improved and 
poultry became a branch of farm economy. Barley, 
pease, wheat, and beans were grown besides the staple 
oats. At the present day may be seen on our hillsides 
marks of a cultivation of an age that is unknown even 
in tradition. From the troublous times of the dis-
puted succession to the Crown in the fourteenth 
century, right through the succeeding turbulent and 
unsettled centuries, though now and again King and 
Parliament passed laws in the interest of agricultural 
improvement, agriculture continued in a languishing 
and backward state until the commencement of our 
period 150 years ago; so true it is that, though 
agriculture affects everything else in a country, yet 
everything else equally affects agriculture. 

Let us consider the state of the country 150 years ago. 
The North of Scotland in 1750 was just emerging 
from the commotion and1 the bloodshed of the rising of 
the '45. Prince Charlie, after a meteoric course of 
victory, had been defeated on Drummossie Moor. The 
Duke of Cumberland was riding rough-shod over the 
bonnets of blue. Your neighbours, the laird of Park 
(Sir William Gordon), and Sir William Dunbar, the 
laird of Durn, were out with Charlie, with, of course, 
a goodly number of the tenants on their estates in 
Ordiquhill and Fordyce. These estates were forfeited, 
and were for a time managed for the Crown, and 
no doubt the tenants also felt the rigours attending 
such forfeitures, and the part they had taken in the 
rebellion. 

The previous rising of 1715 had borne even more 
heavily on our county. The standard then was raised 
on the Braes o' Mar, and many more in this county 
were involved than in the '15. The warlike state of the 
country badly militated against agricultural pursuits. 

Then there was the clan system in the Highlands, 
with its everlasting feuds and forays and continual 
incursions into the lower cultivated lands, when all 
stock that came to hand were lifted and driven to the 
Highland glens. What good, a farmer might say, 
though he avoided rebellion, if a hundred Highlanders 
might make a midnight descent, Rob Roy like, and 
drive all his stock to their Highland fastnesses. Lucky 
he might consider himself to be if the red cock did 
not craw from his homestead. To save themselves 
farmers and their lairds in the low countries combined, 
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5 
and, on the principle of setting a thief to catch a thief, 
they hired certain clans and their chiefs to protect their 
stock, paying what was called " blackmail." In the 
year 1744 we find Cluny Macpherson proposing to the 
landowners adjacent to the Highlands, in return for a 
contribution, to protect them and their tenants from 
Highland cattle-lifters. Cluny makes a great handle 
of crying up his powers and depreciating those of other 
"under takers . " For instance, be recounts he recovered 
and restored a " se t t " of horses belonging to the laird of 
Grant ' s tenants in Strathspey. At another time he 
intercepted and restored some horses belonging to some 
persons in the shire of Banff, and did the like with 
respect to cows belonging to persons in Strathallan, 
near Stirling. The historic Black Watch, or 42nd Regi-
ment, was raised originally in Strathspey to put down 

cattle-lifting. 
Between the '15 and the '45, Sir Robert Walpole, the 

English Prime Minister, had imposed his obnoxious 
excise tax. The impost was most unpopular, and 
was considered anti-national. In the south they rioted. 
You have heard of the Porteous riots in Edinburgh. 
Well in the North the people, also defying the law and 
the preventive men, continued brewing. The coast 
people assisted to run in the contraband from Holland. 
The profit derived by the farmers from smuggling 
diverted them from farming avocations. I t was long 
before the country settled down, and longer before the 
illicit manufacture of whisky became in this country a 
thing of the past. We might spend hours on smuggling 
stories, but I only refer to its prosecution as having an 
unsett l ing tendency on the country, and as thus being 
a cause working against improvement in agriculture. 

But when things are at their worst they begin to 
mend. The rising of the '45 was put down with a 
stern hand. That ultimately wrought good for Scotland, 
for the clan system was broken u p ; the hereditary 
jurisdictions of chiefs and lords in Scotland were 
abolished; the power of pot and gallows was taken 
away from the Baron Bailies. in the countryside; and 
the guidwife no longer required to bid her 'husband 
" pit his head into the mink, and nae anger the laird. 
There was peace, and such a degree of military policing 
and justice, t ha t cattle-lifting was rapidly put down, 
and now the free trade which the Union in 1707 had 
opened up between England and Scotland was beginning 
to have its effect in developing a growing trade in 
stock, which our people drove from the north into 
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England. Moreover, the increasing intercourse between 
the two countries was instrumental in introducing the 
more advanced agricultural methods of England into 
Scotland. 

But it is time now that I was coming closer to my 
subject. The bulk of your parish was a mossy, heathery, 
benty, treeless, watery, stony expanse, dotted here 
and there with patches of cultivation and small farm 
holdings, usually in small clusters. 

Sir Archibald Grant of Monymusk, describing, in 1716, 
a very similar part of the country, says in regard to 

, Monymusk in the neighbouring county of Aberdeen 
" By the indulgence of a very worthy father, I was 

alowed, 1716, though then very young, to begin to 
inclose, and plant, and provide, and prepair nurseries. 
At that time there was not one acre upon the whole 
esteat inclosed, nor any timber upon it but a few elm, 
cycamore, and ash, about a small kitchen garden ad-
joining to the house, and some stragling trees a t some 
of the farmyards, with a small cops wood, not inclosed, 
and dwarfish, and broused by sheep and cattle. All 
the farmes ill disposed and mixed, different persons 
having alternate ridges; not one wheel cariage on the 
esteat, nor indeed any one road that would alow it, and 
the rent about £600 sterling per annum; grain and 
services converted to money. The house was an old 
castle, with battlements, and six different roofs of 
various hights and directions, confusedly and incon-
veniently combined, and all rotten, with two wings 
more modern, of two stories only, the half of windowes 
of the higher riseing above the roofs, with granaries, 
stables, and houses for all cattle, and of the vermine 

attending them, close adjoining, and with the heath and 
muire reaching in angles or goushets to the gate, and 
much heath near, and what land near was in culture 
belonged to the farmes, by which their cattle and dung 
were always at the door. The whole raised and uneven, 
and full of stones, many of them very large, of a hard 
iron quality, and all the ridges crooked in shape of 
an S, and very high, and full of noxious weeds, and 
poor, being worn out by culture, without proper manure 
or tillage. Much of the land and muire near the house, 
poor and boggy, the rivulet that runs before the house 
in pitts and shallow streams, often varying channel 
with banks, always ragged and broken. The people 
poor, ignorant, and slothful, and ingrained enimies to 
planting, inclosing, or any improvements or cleanness; 
no keeping of sheep, or cattle, or roads, but four months 

Ban
ffs

hir
e 

Fiel
d 

Club



7 

when oats and bear, which was the only sorts of their 
grain, was on ground. The farme houses and even corne 
millns, and mans and scool, all poor dirty hutts, pulled 
in peeces for manure, or fell, of themselves almost each 
alternate year. Peter the First of Russia had more 
trouble to conquer the barbarous habits of his subjects 
than in all the other great improvements he made." 

Any one acquainted with Monymusk and its paradise 
will mark the wonderful improvement at the present 
day; and will have great difficulty in conceiving the 
bleak barrenness of the countryside in those old days. 

In his Memoirs (of the state of the country m the 
early part of the Eighteenth Century), Sir Archibald 
Grant continues, and though his description applies 
to more than to agriculture, I am tempted to give 

" I n my early days, soon after the Union, husbandry and 
manufactures were in low esteem. Turnips in fields 
for cattle, by Erle of Rothes, and very few others, were 
wondered a t ; wheat was almost confined to East 
Lothian; inclosures few, and planting very little, no 
repair of roads, all bad, and very few wheel carriages, 
no coach, chariote, or chaise, and few carts benorth 
Tay. In 1720 I could not, in chariote, get my wile 
from Aberdeen to Monymusk. Collonel Midleton, the 

first who used carta or waggons there; and he and. I 
the first benorth Tay who had hay, except very little 
at Gordon Castle. Mr Lockhart of Carnwath, author 
of Memoirs, the first that attempted raising or feeding 
cattle to size. Mrs Miller of , who had made noise 
about ,-the first who attempted threed or fine linnen, 

" a n d the MISS Walkenshaws succeeded. These first took 
place about Glasgow and Renfrew, by which, and other 
industry, their towns made rapid encrease; Edinburgh 
then, and most others, having little but retail trade. 
Aberdeen was then poor and smalle, but haveing some 
Dutch and French trade by salmond, and stockings, 
and serges, and plaiding; had first use of tea, then 
very scarce, and little used at Edinburgh, supplyd 
Edinburgh with French wines, where, notwithstanding 
towns dueties, it sold in retail in and from taverns, at 
l0d. per choppin or English quart. Few families, 
except dealers, had it in cask for use, haveing_ it 
from taverns, which were then much used; and table 
and body linnen seldom shifted, and but course, except 
for extraordinary occasions, moveing necks and sleeves 
of better kinds being then used by best. Many wooden, 
mud, and thatched houses, within gates at Edinburgh, 
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8 
Glasgow, and Aberdeen; few others without gates there 
or in other towns. The churches, abbye, castlee, and 
all large stone edifices by foreign contr ibutions, 
or the slavery and want of other employ of the people, 
and all in fr iendship aideing each other. Nobles and 
chiefs were tyrants, and kings according to dispositions, 
by their means. After Union of Crowns, before t h a t of 
nations, Privy Council tyrannicall , and nei ther fixed 
property or liberty. All improvements of securi ty , 
husbandry, manufactures, commerce, or police, are since 
1707, with which l i terature in any extensive degree, 
except scool jargon, hath keeped pace." 

These farm toons were very primitive affairs indeed. 
We shall start with the dwelling-house or fire-house— 
a one-storied erection, bui l t of stones and clay, some-
times with a little lime, more often without. Sometimes 
the stone was varied with courses of t u r f ; sometimes 
there was an admixture of cu t straw or heather. The 
meanest were of turf alone. The couples played a more 
important part then than now. The couple legs were buUt 
into the wall, usually a t about 3 or 4 f t . from the founda-
tion right up to the easin'. The two couple arms t h a t 
spanned the house were called " hoos," and were fixed 
to the top of embedded " legs." Two braces held the 
" hoos" m position, the " b a u k " and t h e " croon 
p i ece" ; while along the top, binding the couples to-
gether and for the caibers to rest on, was a beam called 
the " reeftree." Hence the expression still in cur ren t 
use of being under a man's rooftree. Across the couples 
were fixed the " pans," three or four on each side of 
the house; while parallel to the couples, and filling 
in the wide space of 6 or 8 feet between them, s t re tched 
the caibers " - t h e Gaelic word for tree. The house 
was now ready for its' cover, which was of divots. There 
was often added thatch of the "bog sprots ," or of drawn 
straw, or of broom with clay. Such a house, t hough 
inexpensive and frail, was for all tha t wonderful ly 
comfortable. 

Entering the door of the house you stood in t h e 
" t r a n c e , " a passage leading to the " b u t " and the 
" b e n " in each end. Beyond the wooden part i t ion 
forming the trance were one or two small sleeping 
closets, with small boles of windows. We will go " b u t . " I 
have often heard discussions whether " b u t " or 
" b e n " was the room end or the ki tchen e n d ; and if 
any disagree with me, we can have it out a t t h e end. 
Talking of " b u t " and " b e n " reminds me of a story 
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told of Mr Macpherson, the best teacher my native 
parish of Mortlach probably ever had. He was a severe 
disciplinarian, but withal sometimes canny with one 
of dull intellect. Such an one when floored old Mac. 
would dismiss to his Beat with the expression, " You 
can ' t take ' b u t ' what 's not ' ben.' " Well, going to 
the " bu t , " or room end, we have facing the fire tha t 
indispensable of the house plenishing, the " bun breist ," 
consisting of the " b o x b e d " and " p r e s s . " The bed, 
with its pannelled doors, will be sufficiently described 
when I tell you the ideas of a country laird, who was 
laid into one drunk, and the doors closed When he 
came to himself, " Buried alive," he shouted, " boots, 
spurs, and all." The rest of the furniture was an 
eight-day clock, a table, and a few chairs, a looking-
glass, and a cupboard or two. The floor was earthen, 
and the window was a small affair of four panes, and 
sometimes part ly boarded. 

Proceeding to the " b e n ein," we enter the every-
day living room, where master and servants take their 
meals and spend the forenights. (In the most primitive 
houses the cow entered by the house door, and you 
passed through the byre to the kitchen.) The kitchen 
had also its " bun b r e i s t " and earthen floor, besides 
the " b e n c h , " or rack, with its plates, its dresser 
below, with its caps and coges, and below its pails, 
pots, and milking vessels. Right opposite the dresser 
was placed the settle, or " lang seat," and the table 
was hinged to the wall, and when brought into use 
was swung down on its hinge. 

Opposite the " bun b r e i s t " was the fireplace, an open 
expanse, flanked with the " binks " and two " b o l e s " 
above. The " b o l e s " usually held a Bible, tobacco, 
and tinder, with flint and " fleerish," and a " canle 
gullie" for splitting the moss fir, which gave light in 
the dark forenights. The herd loon a t supper time 
had to trim the fir "canle" by snitin' off the charred 
end as i t burned. Even down to the days of the 
Crimean War the herd loon had to snite the 
fir " c a n l e " in the remote.' parts of the county. 
The " l u m " was open to the hole in the roof, and 
the " crook " hung down from the " ra tle-tree." Later 
hanging " l u m s " were introduced. The fire was of 
peat. The rafters were black and shining with 
the soot of years, and on the " b a u k s " were ranged 

the guidwife's winter store of "kebbacks" and the medical 
herbs she used in time of sickness—no doctors then. 
The " e e l y " lamp, or dolly, or cruisie, as well as the 
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10 
fir " canle," held by the herd loon or s tuck in to t h e 

"peer man," supplied l ight. The p i th of " r a s h e s " was 
the wick used for the lamp. In some houses the re was 
a hole, called the dog hole, for the use of the dog, 
and near the roof a hole for the hens, and a jaw hole 
for emptying water out by. 

Outside we had the " oothouses." built in the same 
style, but, if possible, less substantial. Over t h e byre 
doors and along the eves you would see " r a a n " or 
rowan sticks and red t h r e a d ; for, as the rhyme says, 
" Raan tree and red thread 'mak' the witches for to 
speed." In this connection, I migh t call your a t ten-
tion to the many rodden trees all scattered over a 
countryside. The rodden tree was a certain preventive 
against witches. As good as the running water of the 
Doon was to Tam O'Shanter, when his grey mare Meg 
brought Tam off, but lef t her tail behind. 

The cattle were bound up in the byres to stakes, t he 
youngest by " t y a v e " ropes p u t round the i r necks. 
The older ones had a " c e l l " round thei r necks, rnade 
usually of a bent piece of birch or mounta in ash. 
" Tyaves " were also used for tethers, for t racing, and 
for horse harnessing. The " t y a v e " was made of bog 
or moss fir, first peeled off into strands, and then 
twmed into a rope. There was also in use on the f a rm 
for tethers and for girding hair ropes. These were won-
derfully strong, and had a great spring about them, being 
very elastic. Within memory up in my nat ive quar te r 
lived an old man who made them. They called him 

Tammy Tethers." From the custom of making t e t h e r s 
out of hair we have the saying used of any exaggerator, 

He needs but a hair to mak' a t e the r . " Ropes were 
also made of " sprots " ; and the " t h r a w c r o o k " used 
a t the present day had its place t h e n . The implements 
of husbandry were simple in the extreme. I have men-
tioned the substitutes for the modern hempen rope. I t 
was only in 1720 tha t the first wheeled car t was seen 
benorth the Grampians. Think of tha t . Mr Duff of 

Corsindae first in Banff, and Colonel Middleton first 
in Aberdeen used them. The miserable s ta te of t h e 
roads was against t h e m ; and not unti l t he great im-
provements in the lat ter half of the 18th cen tury did 
wheeled vehicles come into common use. Ins tead we 
would have been in use the horse with t h e " cur rachs " 
and "crook-saddle ." The crook-saddle I have seen 
with the late Mr Findlater, of Balvenie. I t was some-
thing like the wooden par t of an ordinary car t saddle. 
The currachs were creels of wicker hung from the crook-
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saddle. For more extended travelling there were 
a t tached, instead of currachs, packets, made of wooden 
rungs , wi th a bend for holding the " b i r n . " On them 
the farmer would t ranspor t his kegs of smuggled 
whisky t o Aberdeen, or to any other coast t own ; and 
on them he would br ing his purchases from the nearest 
town. The currachs were used for bringing in corn 
to the s tackyard and for carrying out dung. Dr 
Alexander, of Aberdeen, mentions in his " N o r t h e r n 

Rural Life " tha t , as the currachs had to be balanced 
to keep position, they had to be filled in equal degrees. 
Hence i t came to be an expression used even in his 
t ime in the Garioch, if one man got the bet ter of t he 
other , t ha t " H e was coupin' the creels upon the 
o the r . " Sleds of wood were also used. The 
harness was very simple. The collar is a ra ther 
modern th ing . I t s ancestor was t he brecham of 
straw or sprots ." They were largish pads. Tyave ropes 
p re t ty much made u p the rest. We have spoken of the saddle. 

The spades were of wood, with iron shodding, called 
" p y k e spades," used for casting " fea l s ' and tor 
" h o l l i n " stones. The peat spades were of wood, 
shod wi th iron, and with an iron tusk. The flauchter' 
spade was also in use for " t i r r ing " the peat banks 
Wi th t h e flail, the harrows, the plough, and the 
" wech t , " we will have pre t ty much exhausted the 
implements of husbandry. 

The flail is not y e t unknown, and is used by the 
f a rmer occasionally a t the present day in threshing out 
grass seed. Need I mention its par ts ? The hand 
staff and the supple of wood, Jointed together by the 
mid shackle, generally made of straw. The flail was 
pl ied on a strong wooden floor called the threshing 
floor, also on occasion on the bare ear then floor in 
t he old days the master and servants had to be up 
long before daylight dur ing t h e winter months, and 
before 6 a .m. t he day ' s straw would be threshed out 
An ex t ra amount had to be th reshed for Sunday, and 
a week's " f o r d e l " for Yule, called " Sunday strae" 
and " Y u l e s t rae ." The expression threshing out his 
" Sunday s t r a e " was irreverently used sometimes of 
the minis ter prepar ing his sermon, and sometimes no 
doubt this also was threshed out on Saturday. 

The harrows were somewhat like t he present ones, 
b u t were entirely of wood. 

Bu t the most important implement, whose use was 
a t tended with a degree of pomp and circumstance, was 
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12 
the plough, which in its full glory was drawn by a 
team of 12 " owsen," guided by the " plowman," and 
driven by the " gaudsman." Indeed, I have heard i t 
whispered that in the Highlands of our county a proper 
" plowman " would net drive his team afield without a 
piper to play, in addition to the more ordinary 
" gaudsman," who whistled. The owsen were en-
couraged by the whistling of the " gaudsman." Hence 
the expression for a lot of effort and little to show 
for it, " Muckle whistlin' for little red land." 

Mr Grant here exhibited a large sketch of 
the plough of the time, known as the " twal 
owsen" plough. The main parts were of wood, 
and, unlike the ordinary modern plough, the 
stilts of the " twa l owsen" plough were short, and 

the beam long. Moreover, the stilts were of 
unequal length. The mould board had no convolution 
to enable the furrow to be turned out in the neat 
manner of the modern plough. The coulter and sock 
were of iron, as waB also the cheek rack, or staple, 
near the beam end Such a plough could be made in 
a single day, and would cost a matter of 10s. The cheek 
rack had the soam or iron chain for the draught 
attached to it, which ran right up between 
the owsen to the leading ones. A woodfin 
yoke lay across the necks of each pair, and a 
bow of bent birch or ash with the points up 
was stuck through two holes in the yoke. A brecham 
or pad of sprots or tyave was placed between the bow 
and the neck. A few links connected the soam with 
each yoke, and, if a deeper furrow was desired, an 
extra link would be let out. 

Mr Grant here exhibited a large sketch showing the 
full team of the twelve oxen in pairs. The first pair 
were termed the on-wyner and the wyner ox, the second 
pair the on-steer draught and the steer draught, the 
third pair fore throck on land and fore throck in fur , 
the fourth pair mid throck on land and mid throck 
in fur, the fifth pair hind throck on land and hind 
throck in fur, and the sixth pair—next the plough— 
fit (foot) on land and fit in fur. 

The "wyners," with the "fit on lan' " and the "fit on 
f u r " were the most experienced; and the young ox 
began his education in the team as a " steer draught ," 
and went back as he improved. When perfect he would 
be advanced to the position of " wyner." One of the 
greatest economies in labour towards the middle, and 
in greater degree towards the end, of the 18th century 
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On-Wyner. • — Wyner Ox. 

On-Steer draught. - Steer draught. 

Fore Throck on land. _ 
• Fore Throck in fur . 

Mid Throck on land.. 
• Mid Throck in fur. 

Hind Throck on land. -
• Hind Throck in fur . 

Fit (foot) on land. 
Fit in fur. 
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was the iron plough, with its team, first of two owsen, 
and later of two horses. The farmer also could now 
keep his cattle entirely for beef. 

Going afield, we leave the " toon " by a kind of track 
which no imagination could dignify into a road, and 
come to the " intoon," or infield land. This was not 
the fine enclosed expanse we now see surrounding 
our modern farm towns. The whole country was then 
unenclosed, and from the cultivated patches the stones 
had been gathered and rickled on to the neighbouring 
uncultivated strips, called " bauks." Of course, where 
peat, moss, or water abounded in the then entire 
absence of ditching there was no cultivation at all. 
The farm has, therefore, a very patchy and irregular 
look about it. Even in the cultivated land, the " yird 
f e s t s " were frequent enough to cause bother to the 

ploughman. . ,, 
The mode of ploughing was that of gathering. 

The feering was on the " crown " of the rig, and the 
land was thuB heaped up into the centre of the rig. 
This had manifest advantages in the days when there 
was no draining or ditching; but when level rigs later 
on came in with other improvements the old-fashioned 
" plowman " could) scarcely be got into the new style. 
Dr Alexander tells, in his "Northern Rural Life," a 
story of one of the lairds of Rothney, Insch, bearing 
on this. The laird vainly tried to convince his plough-
man of the uselessness of the old style, and had to 
give i t up, with the explanation, " Augh, min'. It's 
been some confounit idiot like you 'its cairnt up the 
hill o' Dunnydeer there." I should mention that the 
rigs were to give an easy turning for the long team, 
like a long S. This explains the reference to the shape 
of the rigs by Sir Archibald Grant in his account of 
Monymusk in 1716 mentioned before. 

The crop sown on the infield was bear and oats. There 
was no rotation. The outfield land differed only in 
being further from the " toon," in getting no dung, 
and in being sown out in oats only. The only advance-
ment made in the early half of the 18th century was 
the custom of fallowing, introduced by the Countess 
of March, an English lady, into the North of Scotland 
in 1706. This lady, when at Gordon Castle, instructed 
the tenants on her father-in-law, the Duke of Gordon's, 
estate how to make hay. In 1746, when Cumberland 
went North to Culloden," the hay he got for his horses 
was the natural grasses grown on the bents and in 
the bog lands. Possibly we may add, as another im-
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provement, the increasing use of dung. For I find 
that in the previous century very little of that was 
applied The towns of Edinburgh and Perth could not 
then get rid of their dung; but in the 18th century 
demand for it for the land neighbouring them sprang 
up. Lime also was used, and I have recently been 
reading an essay by Mr Dickson, the minister of Dunse, 
on agriculture, of date 1770, who discusses it both as 
a stimulus, and as promoting vegetation by enriching 
the land, and adding to the quantity of vegetable 
food. Your chemical knowledge now goes beyond the 
heresy that lime adds to the quantity of vegetable matter 
in the soil. The use of marl was also common in 
Mr Dickson's t ime; and seaweed had always been a 
common manure. But crop after crop of bear and oats, 
even with dunging and fallowing, soon told its own 
tale in weeds and small returns. An old Kincardine-
shire farmer, complimented on the good appearance of 
his crop, said, " I t 's nae marvel, for it 's only the 
aughteenth crop sin' it got gweedin' " (dunging). When 
leases were introduced later, i t was sometimes stipu-
lated " That the tenant was not to take more than five 
oat crops in succession." Pease and beans were sown 
in very small quantity in Banffshire. 

Infield at its best would produce 4 to 5 bolls, or, 
as we would say now, 4 quarters at most, per acre, 
tapering off to only one return. Then it would, of 
course, go out of cultivation. Outfield would produce 
4 bolls or less, and nothing worth, Bay, in five years, 
when it would be fallowed. Outfield got no dung except 
the droppings of the cattle " faulded " upon parts of i t . 

The crop being cut by the hook and brought in by 
the horses in currachs, would be put into stacks, and 
flailed as I have mentioned before. 

Until well into the 18th century there were no winnow-
ing machines. The winnowing took place in the barn 
between two open doors, a hand winnowing riddle and 
" w e c h t " being used. The winnowing riddle requires 
no explanation. The wecht may not be so familiar to 
you. It was made of a bit of cured sheepskin, stretched 
on a narrow hoop, the whole looking not unlike a small 
tambourine. 

The first winnowing fan or fanners was introduced 
into Scotland from Holland by James Meikle, a country 
Wright of Wester Keith, and was set up in Saltoun, 
in the Lothians, in 1720. Meikle also introduced at 
the same time the barley mill for making pot barley. 
I t was, however, long before these improvements made 
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any headway. James Meikle's son, Andrew, who in-
herited his father's powers and had the inventor's 
genius, after years of planning invented the threshing 
machine. Dr Macintosh, in his History of Civilisa-
tion in Scotland says :— 

" His most important achievement was the invention 
of the thrashing machine. Many attempts had been 
made before his time to invent a machine for thrashing 
corn, but without effect. After many years of thinking 
and planning, Meikle a t last succeeded in perfecting 
his thrashing machine, to which he joined solid fluted 
feeding-rollers, and afterwards a machine for shaking 
the straw, fanners for winnowing the corn, and other 
improvements. 

" He erected his first thrashing machine on the new 
principle in 1787 for Mr Stein of Kilbeggie, in the 
county of Clackmannan; but the novelty of the ex-
periment, and the doubts of the efficacy of the machine, 
induced Mr Stein to impose the condition that if it 
did not answer the intended purpose, Meikle was not 
to receive payment for it. This thrashing machine, 
which was driven by water-power, proved highly satis-
factory, and long continued in good working order. 
The second machine, which he ereoted the same year, 
was for Mr Rennie, a t Phantassie; and he had so 
perfected it that it could be driven by water, wind, 
or horses, and this one was worked by the latter 
power." 

The farm servant may well bless the memory of 
Andrew Meikle, whose ingenuity has saved him from 
the slavery of the flail. Like many another inventor, 
others stepped in and reaped the benefits of his 
invention. 

The corn when winnowed was put upon the kiln. The 
kiln was in those days quite separate from the mill; 
and in the words of Tammas the Rhymer's prophesy, 
every farm toon had its kiln— 

" Ilka knowe would have a kiln, 
And ilka burn would ca' a mill ; 
Ilka carle wid yoke a pleugh, 
And after that there wid/ be hunger eneuch." 

The kiln was a simple enough construction. It had an 
open choffer or fire, called the kilnlogie. This name 
was sometimes applied to the lower storey of the kiln; 
and kilnlogie was also the name applied to the gather-
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ìngs of grain that had fallen into the lower storey. The 
grain was dried above upon drawn straw, carefully 
placed on wooden bauks. There was, you may imagine, 
a rather large proportion of the grain t h a t found its 
way below, and the kilnlogie, when mixed with the 
other grain, did not produce the best of meal. You 
will not be surprised tha t such a kiln, with its wooden 
bauks and straw bedding, often took fire. Hence we 
have a common expression for anything very dry, " I t ' s 
as dry as kiln bedding." Have you heard the rhyme 
of the drunk souter of Alford, who woke in the kiln-
logie and thought he was in hell ? 

" When I was livin' and weel 
I was a souter in Alford, 

But noo I am dead and in hell, 
And glampin' aboot the wa's o ' t . " 

When sufficiently dried, t he grain was stored in the 
dry-bed, and! was ready to be taken to the mill. 

To transport the com to the mill i t was p u t in to a 
boll sack. This long sack was placed across the horse 's 
back, and tied by the ends under the horse 's belly 
with a rope. The horses walked to the mill in single 
file, the first one being led, and the remainder t ied in 
succession halter to tail. The corn was now shelled 
in the mill. I t was then taken out to the shelling 
hill or knowe, near the mill, where the operation of 
winnowing the husks out of the shelled oats was per-
formed by the farmers' servants, who used the wecht 
for this. The Shillinghill in Portsoy above the mil l 
there keeps the old name to this day. 

You know the original mill. Tou may see i t still a t 
most farm steadings, usually placed near the house 
door, or on the garden dyke, the real original of our 
modern mills—the quern—now an object merely of 
antiquarian interest. In use before the Romans invaded 
our country, i t was still to be seen in use within 
living memory in the outlying districts of the county. 
The meal had more husk left in i t by quern gr inding 
than by the mill, and rough, husky brose went under 
the name of querny brose. The quern was extensively 
used during the 18th century, though the prevailing 
custom waa to bind the fanner strictly to the mill 
which the laird had erected A farmer thus bound to 
the mill, with its multures, knaveships, sequels, 
and goupens, was said to be thirled or bun sucken. 
The system of thirlage, which had i ts uses in the early 
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days, for the erection of mills was a great advance on 
the simple quern and a boon to a district, ended in 
such unmitigated abuses that in the 18th century pro-
gressive landlords began to commute their right into a 
money payment; and now the old restriction is a thing 
of the past. It would take up a long time to give a 
full exposition of the whole system of thirlage; and 
I will simply remark that in most cases one-twelfth 
of all the corn taken to the mill remained as multure 
to the miller for the grinding, and as licks or goupens 
or sequels to the birnman and other servants who 
assisted. Under thirlage the farmer had to pay multure 
for all the corn grown on his farm except seed and 
horse corn. Moreover, in some cases all corn brought 
into the thirl, i.e., the district bound to the mill, 
though grown outwith, if ground within the thirl, 
had to pay multure. But, greatest abuse of all, when 
grass seed and the improved rotation of crops were 
introduced, the miller insisted on his multure for the 
corn that would otherwise in the older unprogressive 
days have been grown. Such multure, when there was 
no actual milling, was called " dry multure." 

The miller, you will see, assisted as he was by the 
birnman and other servants, who got their recompense 
from the farmer in the knaveships mentioned, had rather 
an easy time of i t ; and it is not surprising to find 
that even when the "melder" or milling was going 
on an adjournment was made to the nearest public-
house. Tam O'Shanter and the miller, at any rate, 
no adjourned :— 

" She tauld thee weel thou was a skellum, 
A bletherin', blusterin', drunken blellum, 
That frae November till October 
Ae market nicht thou was na sober, 
That ilka melder wi' the miller 
Thou sat as lang as thou hadst siller." 

The meal for long was hand-sifted from the "sids" by 
the farmers' servants. To leave meal amongst the "sids" 
was considered a "fau't." To leave "sids" amongst the 
meal was "mistak' ." 

The writer of the old Statistical Account of Banff, 1798, 
gives the following comparisons of prices of meal and 
grain during the latter half of the century we are 
dealing with. It should be noted that, as money 
purchased much more then than now, prices were, 
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therefore, in comparison more stiff than they appear. 
The war with France towards the end of that century, 
as well as recurring deficiencies through bad harvests, 
greatly increased prices :— 

" Meal was sold, by contract for seven years, at 
8s. 6d. per boll, commencing with crop 1758; a t 9s. 
for the same period, commencing with crop 1764; and 
at 9s. 6d. from 1767. Ten shillings was considered a 
reasonable price for a contract of seven years, com-
mencing 1768. The medium price of meal for 20 years 
preceding 1782 was l1s. 7 1 /2d . ; and from that year to 
1795, about 13s. 2d. 

" For some years past, oats have been sold at 1s. 
1d. and 1s. 2d. per stone weight. [The boll of oats 

sometimes weighs 14 1/2, 15, and sometimes 16 stones.] 
Meal and barley have given proportionably high prices. 
Such was the alarming deficiency of crop 1795, that 
meal was sold in this parish at 21s. a boll of eight 
stones Dutch weight, and barley at 25s." 

The live stock in those old days were rather poor. 
Beginning with the cattle, it has to be noted that the 
native black cattle were so small that they were not 
used for the plough. Work oxen were importations 
from the Lothians. Bought at three years old, they 
would be wrought for eight or ten years, and then 
re-sold again for what they would bring. I have men-
tioned formerly that the Union in 1707 opened u p 
England to the live stock t rade; and I have explained 
that until 1750, owing to the unsettled state of the 
country, this had little effect on the North. The 
Lothian farmers, however, found soon after the '45 
wheat-growing a better paying concern; and our 
northern farmers with the return of peace, getting an 
opening, began to drove cattle south, and open up a t 
Falkirk and other well-known trysts the trade in live 
stock, which increased in volume as the years went on. 
The demand induced an improvement in the breed, and 
the more energetio of the agricultural pioneers intro-
duced improved sires from the south, and the miserable 
" s o b e r " black cattle of the county became in time 
greatly improved in size and condition. 

The horses were pot-bellied, small creatures, and 
were never in high condition. Having the pony mostly 
in their blood, they were, though not very powerful 
in draught, wonderfully enduring and sure-footed with 
the pack-saddle. One sees the remains of the" original 
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breed still in the more remote and higher parts of 
the shire. 

The aboriginal sheep of the county is on the best 
authori ty considered to be a white, or rather dun-faced, 
variety, never seen now, and of very small size. These 
preceded the Black-faced or Linton breed. Later in 
the 18th century the Northumberland breed, which pro-
duced more wool and mutton, were introduced with 
partial success by improvers. In consequence of the 
Union of the Parliaments in 1707, the trade in wool 
received a backset. Though in the main advantageous 
to Scotland, the Union for a time, by its fiscal arrange-
ments, stopped the export of wool to the Continent, 
causing loss to the north country, and hindering for 
some time the improvement of the breed of sheep. 

The following comparison of prices of stock, &c., in 
1748 and 1798 may be of interest The great rise in 
the prices of 1798 was accentuated by the war then 
raging between this country and France:— 

1748.—A draught ox, £ 1 13s. 4d.; 20 sheep, small 
size, £ 4 ; beef and mutton, one penny and three half-
pence a pound; a hen, together with a dozen eggs, 4d.; 
dozen eggs, 1 d . ; goose, 2s. a pa i r ; turkey, 3s. a pai r ; 
pigeons, three halfpence a pa i r ; 14 haddocks, three 
halfpence; claret sold at 1s. a bottle. 

1798,—A draught ox, £15, £20, and £25; 20 sheep, 
Bmall size, £12 ; beef and mutton, 5 1/2d. and 6d. per 
l b . ; hen without eggs, 1s. and 1s. 3d. ; dozen eggs, 
4d. and 6d. ; pair of geese, 5s. 6d . ; pair of turkeys, 
7s . ; pair of pigeons, 6d. ; 14 haddocks, 1s. 6d. ; claret 
sells in the tavern at 6s. 

Though somewhat out of its proper order, we might 
here give a comparison of servants' wages for the same 
years :— 

1748,—The farmer had his ploughman for 13s. 4d. in 
the half-year, with the allowance of a pair shoes. The 
wages of a maid servant, 6s. 8d. 

1798.—The wages of a ploughman vary from £10 to 
£12, and of a maid servant from £ 3 to £ 3 10s. per 
annum. 

Luckily for our county of Banffshire 150 years ago 
we had a most influential and intelligent pioneer in 
the improvement of our antiquated agricultural methods, 
and of our small, sober stock in cattle, sheep, and 
horses, in the sixth Earl of Findlater. In his father's 
time, as Lord Deskford, when residing principally at 
Banff Castle, he introduced into his father 's estates— 
first in this county—the improved methods of the 
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Lothians and of England. In Cullen House I have been 
told by Dr Cramond tha t you will find in the l ibrary 
one of the richest collections to be found in Scotland 
of works on agriculture published in the 18th century. 
These works were mainly collected by the s ixth Ear l . 

Born about 1714, he completed an excellent education 
by foreign travel. The well-known Horace Walpole, 
writing to General Conway a t Rome on 23rd April 1740, 
says :—" Harry, you saw Lord Deskford a t Geneva. 
Don't you like him ? He's a might sensible m a n ; 
there are few young people have so good an under-
standing. He is mighty grave, and so are y o u ; b u t 
you both can be pleasant when you have a mind . . 
but his solemn Scotchery is not a little formidable." 
In 1754 he was appointed one of the Commissioners of 
Customs in Scotland, but resigned in 1761. In 1764 he 
succeeded his father, the fifth Earl. Next year he was 
appointed one of the Lords of Police; and his great 
knowledge of the arts and industries was p u t to good 
use when he was appointed one of the Trustees for the 
improvement of fisheries and manufactures, and for the 
management of the annexed or forfeited estates in 
Scotland. For several years before his death he resided 
constantly a t Cullen House, where he died on the 3rd 
day of November 1770, in the 56th year of his age. 
His portrait, by an Italian artist , hangs in Cullen 
House. 

Lord Findlater, as I have said, had more t han ad-
vanced theory in agriculture. During his residence in 
Banff, he took the farm of Colleonard in to his own 
hands, and resolved to pu t the best theory and practice 
to the test of actual experiment in Banffshire. He 
induced an experienced English overseer to come nor th , 
and to act as grieve on Colleonard. This farm was 
laid out with judgment and taste, and the fields were 
enclosed. The hedgerows still to be seen on it , and 
the belts of wood, remind one of a typical English 
rural landscape. The writer of the old Statistical 
Account of Banff gives a short account of the farm ; and 
remarks that when compared with its former appearance, 
i t seemed a new creation. He advocated and practised 
summer fallowing; but greater improvement t han tha t , 
he introduced a system of rotation of crops on Col-
leonard. He was the first in this county to practice 
the system of sowing out with white crop grass seeds— 
ryegrass and clover. In 1753 he, the first of all im-
provers, introduce the potato, and in 1748 the turnip , 
whereby in t ime the problem of stock-rearing was 
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solved—namely, the difficulty of keeping stock through 
the winter months. Their wintering had before been 
oat straw, and what they could pick up in their ranging 
over the country side. For you must know that after 
the orop was reaped and taken in, the whole country-
side became one large common, and stock roamed 
promiscuously over it, and picked up what they could. 
By early spring the cattle were often in very reduced 
circumstances, and frequently died before the grass of 
spring came round. You can thus see how great a 
boon to the farmer would be the rearing of turnips. 
The other great landholders in the North, however, did 
not view the turnip in this light. Needlessly alarmed 
lest i t should depreciate the prices of grain, the leading 
commodity of the country, they resisted its introduction, 
though its effects were exactly the reverse. The turnip 
was originally sown by the hand broadcast. Soon it 
came to be sown in drills; and a hand-sower, called 
the " Bobbin John," a sort of tin box with holes, fitted 
on a wooden handle, and shaken over the drill top to 
throw the seed out, was early in use. 

Lord Findlater was the first in the North to give long 
leases, many of them for two nineteens, or for the 
tenants' lifetime, should he survive that period. In 
return the tenant was bound to enclose and divide the 
land with stone dykes, to ditch, and, of course, to 
pursue the improved rotation of cropping. To enable 
his farmers to enclose, Lord Findlater did away with 
the vicious system of " runrig," which obtained in the 
country generally until his time. I mean the system 
of two or three farmers possessing and working alter-
nate rigs, and not having their whole farm contiguous. 
His practice, when joined to his influence in the county 
and upon his estates, and the persuasive and judicious 
encouragement which he gave to his tenants, had a 
great effect for good. Amongst his tenants in Banff, 
Deskford, Cullen, and in the Boyne, such a spirit of 
advancement and industry was introduced as marked 
an epoch in the history of the North. 

Nor was Lord Findlater alone the sagacious pioneer 
in agriculture. He was an extensive planter. He let 
out a part of Colleonard to a Mr Reid for a nursery, 
and immense quantities of trees were planted from it. 
The policy of the Seafields to plant has thus seemingly 
been inherited from both sides—from the Ogilvies and 
the Grants—for as Lord Findlater was the pioneer in 
Banffshire, so was the Laird of Grant in Strathspey. 
To overcome the destruction to trees by his farmers 
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allowing their cattle to browse them down, Lord Find-
later turned their self-interest to his aid by allowing 
them at the end of their lease every third tree, planted 
during its currency, on their farms, or its value. Though 
it may be digressing a little, I might mention that he 
introduced and developed the linen industry in this 
county; and the many lint mills upon the Seafield 
estates, existing now only, I am sorry to say, in name, 
bear testimony to this. 

One hears too seldom now of such pioneers and 
benefactors as Lord Findlater. Few beyond the anti-
quarian and the historian interest themselves in such. 
No public monuments are raised to them. But, better 
far—they rear nobler monuments to themselves than 
their contemporaries could, or a forgetful posterity can, 
in the plenty they scatter o'er a smiling land. The 
farmers of Banffshire and the North have, in their 
every day view, the best memorial of James, sixth Earl 
of Findlater and third Earl of Seafleld, in the grand 
advance which agriculture has made from the time i t 
received its vivifying upward impetus from him. And 
what a start he gave it I The antiquated and monotonous 
system of centurieB, old as the Pharaohs, shaken up, 
and the new birth of modern agriculture! Could one 
conceive a finer memorial of him than your brave farms, 
with their modern equipment in houses and implements, 
their scientific methods of rotation, their heavy crops 
of grain and roots, with the fields in their season dotted 
with stock second to none in the Kingdom—not for-
getting the beautiful and sheltering woods, significant 
of his refined and literary Bide, that extend from Banff 
to Buckie, and culminate in the beauties of his home 
at Cullen House ? 

At the close of the meeting the Chairman, in pro-
posing a vote of thanks to Mr Grant, spoke of the old 
mill customs that had survived in his district in his 
young days. 

Mr Grant proposed a similar vote to the Chairman, 
and both were cordially given. Ban
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