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THURSDAY, November 6, 1902. 

A N N U A L M E E T I N G . 

The annual meeting of the Banffshire Field Club 
was held a t Banff this evening—Mr Greig pre-
siding in the absence of the President. 

Mr J o h n Grant , M.A., Dufftown, and Mr 
Wil lam Jeffray, M.A., Banff, were admit ted as 
members 

T h e Treasurer ' s repor t for the year showed 
t h a t a t October 1901 the funds stood at £75 14s. 
l0d . T h e income amounted to £10 10s. 9d., and 
the expendi ture to £17 17s. 5d., there being a 
balance at the close of the year of £68 8s. 2d. 

SECRETARY'S REPORT. 

The Secretary 's annual report was in the 
following t e rms : — 

" Af te r the bustle and stir caused by the meet-
ing of the Nor thern Societies being held under 
the auspices of our Club last year, the secretary 
has to record a ra ther quiet year in the history 
of our Club. I t does not follow, however, that 
it has been an altogether idle or unprofitable 
one. On the contrary, though we have had no 
great local excursion and only three meetings, 
an amount of original work has been done that 
will compare favourably with that of our most 
prolific year. 

" Dr Cramond, in his presidential address, 
gave us a great deal of information about Mont-
coffer, and brought under our notice a cave that 
had recently been discovered at Findochty, 
giving a description of the articles that had been 
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found in it, and producing some specimens for 
our inspection. H e also, a t the request of Mr 
Taylor, Lhanbryde, b rought forward a sugges-
t ion tha t i t might be worth while t o make a 
more thorough examinat ion of the cave, a t same 
t ime stat ing his own experience tha t the exami-
nation of caves in this pa r t of the country had 
not added much to our information. A t the 
request of the meeting, however, D r Cramond 
undertook to make a more thorough examination 
of the cave and its contents, and we have now 
a detailed account of wha t was found and the 
opinion of experts as to the value and significa-
tion of the finds. While these repor ts are some-
what disappointing, in so far as they do n o t 
favour the view that the cave and its contents 
have any great value in an archaeological sense, 
they are yet valuable as showing how exper ts 
proceed in their investigations, and what poin ts 
they take into account in forming thei r con-
clusions. 

"Mr Grant 's lecture on Agricul ture in Banff-
shire 150 years ago deals with a s t a t e of th ings 

tha t had by no means become obsolete in the 
lat ter half of the 18th century. M a n y of the 
implements and prooesses described by Mr Gran t 
continued to be in use dur ing the first two or 
three decades of the n ine teenth century. Still, 
it was well to place them on record, as they are 
fast passing into oblivion. The publ icat ion of 
the lecture will, also, i t is t o be hoped, lead to 
the preservation of such old implements as may 
still be found lying about farms, which would 
otherwise have been neglected and lost. I n 
these days, when we have associations for every-
thing, it is matter for wonder t h a t we have not 
a society for the study of agicultural ant iquit ies , 
with its museum where ancient implements and 
other agricultural relics of an t iqu i ty would find 
a home. 

" I n his notes on stone cists and u rns found on 
Hi l l of Foulzie, Mr Gordon has b rough t before 
the Club a mat ter of the highest interest to 
archaeologists. Tha t there are genuine relics of 
a remote ant iqui ty is beyond dispute. M r 
Gordon has given an exact descript ion of t h e 
urns and cists and of their position in the mounds . 
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Near the junction of the long and the round 
mound, we have two stone cists. .Pretty near 
the centre of the round mound, we have two 
large cinerary urns, each with a small urn, or 
what is generally called a food vessel, beside it. 
And near the edge of the round mound directly 
opposite to the long mound, we have a stone 
cist containing a large cinerary urn. Have we 
here illustrations of modes of burial a t different 
periods ? And during the time that this spot 
was used as a place of interment, did the 
fashions gradually pass from stone cists to clay 
urns, or vice versa ? From the fact that all the 
interments were more or less in the subsoil, we 
may infer that the mounds were sepulchral. 
The interments seem to have been made first, 
and the mounds raised above them afterwards. 
The two urns found in the mounds on the 
Langman ' T a p ' were pretty high in the mounds, 
and were evidently placed there after the mounds 
were made. Would it be fair to infer from this 
that the Langman mounds were not originally 
raised for burial mounds, but for some other 
purpose ? The theory that the mounds were 
moothills, where the people assembled for 
municipal, religious, and, it may be, social 
functions, and that chiefs, priests, and other 
prominent individuals were buried there, just 
as in Christian times the same class of persons 
were buried in cathedrals and chapels, has, to 
say the least, a great deal of probability in its 
favour. According to this theory, the mounds 
were originally and primarily places of rendezvous 
and their use as places of interment was only 
subsidiary and incidental. The honour of being 
buried in moot hills was doubtless reserved for 
a privileged few. But when it came to be con-
sidered tlie correct thing that a man of distinc-
tion should be buried in a mound, we can 
imagine that ambitious men, who could afford 
it, would have mounds of their own, and that 
thus we should have a second class of mounds 
whose primary purpose was sepulchral. The 
facte, then, so far as they are ascertained, seem 
to point to the conclusion that the Langman 
mounds were moot hills, used incidentally for 
burial purposes, and tha t the Foulzie mounds 
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were imitations oil a smaller scale, and intended 
mainly for burial purposes. 

" The meeting of t h e Nor the rn Association of 
Literary and Scientific Societies was held this 
year at Nairn. This year being the centenary of 
Hugh Miller's birth, the papers read had, for 
the most par t , reference t o t h a t celebrated 
literary and scientific luminary, and the excursion 
was to Cromarty, his birth-place. The repor t of 
the meetings have not yet been pr in ted , b u t 
when it is it will doubtless be very interest ing. 

" W e have had no large local excursion this 
year. One was proposed to ' T a p o ' Noth , ' b u t 
the weather was always so unset t led t h a t i t was 
never judged prudent t o proceed with it . _ A 
few enthusiastic antiquarians, however, visited 
this famous vitrified fort , and were much im-

pressed by its magnitude. T h e d is tan t view, 
however, was spoiled by a heavy shower coming 

on ere they had well reached t h e top of the 
mountain. There were also several o ther small 
sectional excursions both of ant iquar ians and 
botanists. These small excursions, t aken c a r t 
in by people of similar tastes and pursui ts , a re 
alway very enjoyable and instructive. 

" The Club has to deplore the loss, by death , 
of Dr Barclay, an oiginal member and former 
president, and one who was always r e a d y t o do 
anything he could to promote its in te res t s ; 
while, within the present month , we have lost 
Mr James Moir, M.A., Kinharrachie, who took 
a great interest in our proceedings, and m a d e 
more than one welcome contr ibut ion t o our 
Transactions. Four new members have been 
admitted, and two more nominated , so t ha t on 
the whole our membership has been p r e t t y well 
maintained. 

" The printed Transactions cont inue t o b e 
much sought after . This year they promise to 
b e of more than ordinary meri t , t hanks t o t h e 
writers for the great care and labour they have 
bestowed on. their papers. T h e thanks of t h e 
Club is due in a special manner t o Messrs Forbes 
and Gordon for the great ca re and skill t hey 
have displayed in preserving the valuable find 
on Hil l of Foulzie, and securing accurate photo-
graphs of them to illustrate our Transac t ion . " 
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