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Civil and Ecclesiastical His tory . These facts 
may excuse my ment ion of the historian author 
of Caledonia, which is probably t h e greatest 
contribution ever made t o Scottish His tory , not-
withstanding all the criticisms upon it, some of 
which are in my opinion somewhat ignorant— 
when, for instance, it is asserted t h a t " the 
scholarship is of ten defective, and hasti ly-drawn 
conclusions are asserted with t h e u tmos t con-
fidence of their accuracy." I t has been the quar ry 
of all subsequent historians of Scotland, who 
too seldom make the acknowledgments due by 
them. T h e general history was followed by 
County Histories, bu t he died, in 1825, before 
completing the Central Nor the rn Counties. I n 
1894-, a last volume was pr in ted f r o m his MS. , 
and it is interesting to note t ha t the work breaks 
off a t Banff and his native Elgin. 

I have brought you down in a somewhat 
cursory stylo to the dawn of the 19th century, 
and still we have a long furrow to plough too 
long for the present occasion. Indeed, the new era. 
which opened with t h e works of Burns and 
Scott, may well be chosen as a point for a 
pause. 

Perhaps on some fu tu re occasion I may br ing 
down the present review to present times, when 
we may see tha t last century has mainta ined her 
par t in the county's contr ibutions to contem-
porary l i terature. 

At the close Mr Grant was awarded, on the 
motion of Mr Garden M. Hossack, sheriff-clerk, a 
very hearty vote of thanks for his interesting and 
erudite paper. A vote of thanks was also passed 
to Mr Grant for his services as President during the 
year. 

OFFICE-BEARERS. 

Office-bearers were thereafter elected as follows-— 
President, Mr George Thomson, M.A., Kindrought 
Portsoy ; vice-Presidents, Rev. Dr Milne, Aberdeen-
Bishop Chisholm, Aberdeen; Rev. Geo. Suther land ' 
Aberdeen ; Dr Ramsay, Banff ; Mr John Runcie-
man, Auchmill ; Sheriff Grant, Inverness; Mr Alex. 
W. Farquhar, Aberdeen; Rev. Wm Anderson 
Bridge of A l l a n ; Mr Wm. Forbes, Lossiemouth 
Rev. Alex. Bremner, Fyvie; Mr Garden M Hossack, 
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Banff; Dr Cramond, Cullen; Mr J . A. Harvie-
Brown, F.R.S.E., F.Z.S., Dunipace; and Mr James 
Grant, LL.B., Banff ; corresponding members, Rev. 
Alex. Bremner, Fyvie; Mr John Macdonald, Buckie; 
Dr Cramond, Cullen ; Mr John Runcieman, Auch-
mil l ; and Mr George Thomson, Kindrought; 
secretary, Mr John Yeats, M.A., Banff; assistant 
seoretary, Mr Wm. Simpson, Banff, and treasurer, 
Mr J . T. Gordon, chief constable. Mr Greig, Sand-
law, and the President were elected delegates to the 
Northern Association of Literary and Scientific 
Societies. 
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