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WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 19, 1903. 

E X C U R S I O N TO F Y V I E . 

The Buchan and Banffshire Field Clubs had 
a joint excursion of their members to 
Fyvie to-day. The Banffshire contingent left 
the Bridge Stat ion at 12.23. T o get over the 
difficulty caused by the awkward t ime of arrival 
of the trains a t Fyvie, the Buchan contingent 
had come on to Turriff for luncheon, and joined 
the train there a t on© o'clock. T h e company, 
which now numbered about forty, on leaving 
the train a t Fyvie Station were taken in hand 
by Rev. Mr Bremner, the local secretary of the 
Banffshire Field Club, who conducted them 
along the walks to Fyvie Castle. Mr Forbes-
Lei th was from home, but Mrs Forbes-Leith 
welcomed the excursionists a t the main en-
trance, and gave them a cordial invitation to 
tea. I t was then resolved to make the exami-
nation of Fyvie Castle the last th ing on the pro-
gramme. Rev. Dr Milne, Fyvie, here joined, 
and led the par ty along t h e south side of tho 
beautiful lake, stopping a t the eastern, end to 
admire a patch of water lilies now in full bloom 
to allow the rear of the procession, which had 
by this t ime got a little scattered, to come up. 
T h e next stop was opposite the site of the 
Priory, which is now marked by a cairn sur-
mounted by a cross, both of which, Dr Milne 
explained, were modern, the stones of the an-
cient structure having doubtless been appropri-
ated for the erection of farm steadings, Sc., in 
tho neighbourhood. Fyvie Priory was a train-
ing place for aspirants to the Church. I t was 
at tached to Aberbrothock, whither refractory 
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students were ordered to be sent to be dealt 
with, after being well washed and well thrashed. 
The Church of Fyvie next claimed attention. 
On the left side of the entrance to the church-
yard is the Fyvie family burying ground, which 
forms a magnificent addition to the cemetery, 
to match which Mr Forbes-Leith has also added 
a beautiful stair with a tasteful iron railing, 
made entirely by a local blacksmith, who hap-
pened to be giving it a finishing coat of paint 
at the time. Entering the church, attention 
was at once arrested by the magnificent window 
gifted by Mr Forbes-Leith in memory of his 
only son, Lieutenant Percy Forbes-Leith, who 
fell a victim to enteric fever in the Boer War. 
The window is the work of an American artist, 
who, instead of painting on a single plate, has 
followed the method of superimposing coloured 
pieces of glass in the manner employed in the 
production of coloured lithographs, and has suc-
ceeded most admirably in bringing out his de-
sign, the subject of which is the Archangel 
Michael. The window is in a par t added to the 
church by Mr Forbes-Leith, which also contains 
the Communion Table, the Fyvie pew being on 
the south side opposite the pulpit, and entered 
by a separate door in the south wall. Going 
outside, the party examined the pre-historic 
sculptured stones built into the east gable, 
which gave rise to a lively discussion, in which 
Dr Milne, Aberdeen, and Rev. Mr Bremner 
joined, and if they did not absolutely settle the 
disputed points, they gave a good idea of how 
antiquarians proceed in the examination of such 
subjects. The monuments in the churchyard 
then claimed attention, particularly that on 
Tifty's Annie's grave, and one to a man who, 
though only twice married, was the father of 
thirty-two legitimate children. On coming out 
of the churchyard, the Mercat Cross of Fyvie was 
examined. Beside it is a large boulder of white 
quartz, which formerly lay a few yards to the 
north, and was said to mark the boundary of 
Buchan. The party then returned by the north 
side of the lake and through the beautiful 
gardens, the site of Montrose's camp and other 
objects of interest being pointed out on the 
route. Returning to the Castle, the most pro-
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minent objects of interest were pointed out 
Each of the families who have owned it has had 
a hand in its erection, and have left monuments 
of themselves in the Preston Tower, the Mel-
drum Tower, the Seton Tower, the Gordon 
Tower, and the present proprietor has made a 
magnificent contribution by adding a Forbes-
Leith Tower. The party were then conducted 
over the principal rooms of the Castle, and, so 
far as time permitted, the many interesting relics 
of antiquity and objects of art pointed out. The 
room where Edward the First of England slept 
was examined with interest, and some zealous 
patriots expressed a wish that he had never 
come out alive—not reflecting that, had Edward's 
career been cut short here, some of the most 
glorious chapters in Scottish history would never 
have been written. Some of the party also 
visited the new coach stables which have recently 
been erected at a cost of several thousand 
pounds. The whole party then assembled in 
the dining-room, and heartily enjoyed the excel-
lent tea which the thoughtful kindness of Mrs 
Forbes-Leith had provided for them. On the 
motion of Professor Trail, President of the 
Buchan Club, most cordial votes of thanks were 
accorded to Mrs Forbes-Leith for her kindness 
and hospitality, and to Dr Milne, Mr Bremner, 
and Mr Cruickshank for the great trouble they 
had taken as guides to the excursion. 
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