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thanks for your very kind letter. I shall be very 
thankful indeed if you can find me some competent 
person to furnish the information required for 
Banff. As your part of Scotland is extremely 
important from a philological point of view, I am 
very anxious that it should be strongly represented 
in the Grammar. I enclose herewith a few copies 
of the pamphlet, which you may find useful. I 
remain, my dear Sir, yours very faithfully, J . 
"Wright.—To W. Cramond, Esq., Cullen." 

PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS AND ELECTION OF 
OFFICE-BEARERS. 

Mr Grant, as retiring President, then delivered 
the following address, the subject of which was 

NOTES ON THE LITERATURE OF 
BANFFSHIRE. 

The literature of a county is an important part 
of its full life history. I t cannot be justly esti-
mated apart from the general literature and 
history of the oountry. In this sense its study 
is neither narrow nor parochial. On the other 
hand, the restricted area of the county gives 
scope for a minute specialisation, seldom possible 
when the wider subjeot is under review. 
Specialisation of this kind is seen carried to 
greater lengths in the study of the literature of 
a, single parish. The study of a county litera-
ture, therefore, combines the broad outlook with 
the particularisation of the specialist. The 
dry-as-dust details of Banffshire literature when 
estimated in the light of the historical and 
literary movements of Scotland should gam an 
ordered interest, and should in their turn illus-
trate the wider subject 

Though restricted to Banffshire, our subject, 
particularly on its specialised side, is much too 
large for the compass of any single paper, My 
treatment of it to-night must of necessity be very 
inoomplete, even for the period it covers; and 
much of it may happily be relegated to an 
appendix, more suited for purposes of reference 
than for consecutive reading. In carrying our 
study into detail we are at once met with the 
question—What is of local literature ? Byron 
has said : 
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" 'Tis fine to see your name in pr int ; 
A book's a book although there 's nothing i n ' t . " 

P r in t was the poet 's criterion of much of the 
current l i terature of his t ime ; and with a local 

l i terature we must take it, not thinking over 
much of the second line, however often i t may-
be felt to apply to a section of our subject. 
Anything, then, in t he shape of pr in t wri t ten 
by a Banffshire man, or written on a Banffshire 
subject, will come within our scope. Our brief 
review may show tha t though Banffshire has 
contributed nothing transcendent to the creative 
literature of Scotland, yet her contributions in 
many fields have not been entirely insignificant. 

The ancient language of the county, t he 
Gaelic, has, so far as I know, contributed no 
work to the county l i terature. Once universal, 
from the 11th century and onwards it began 
very slowly t o recede f rom the coast inland. 
To-day it is spoken by a handful of the older 
inhabitants of Kirkmichael and Inveraven, a n d 
will be dead as a spoken language in less' than 
twenty years. The strongest Celtic line in t h e 
county will then be lightly traced as one de-
fining accent and spirit alone. The Gaelic con-
tribution to our literature is confined to the 
Celtic spirit i t has infused into it. 

The origins of Scottish l i terature are to b e 
sought for in the Church. The Roman invasions, 
bringing as they did the civilisation of ancient 

Rome, barely touched the North. The Columbite 
monks a t second hand introduced here t h a t 
civilisation and literature, and reduced the vulgar 

Gaelic to written form. Later, the Church of 
David I. , still keeping Lat in as the literary 
language, gave form to Scots. Af te r the war of 
independence, in the neighbouring county, J o h n 
Barbour, Archdeacon of Aberdeen, made Scots 
a literary language by t he production of his 
great national poem, " T h e Bruce ." H e chose 
to tell his soothfast story so tha t every Scotsman 
might understand it, rather t han throw it into 
Latin form, the literary language of the edu-
cated of Western Europe. 

When we reach the 15th century, we come 
nearer our subject. Tha t century was big with 
results for the intellectual advancement of Scot-
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land. Bishop Wardlaw had founded St Andrews 
Universi ty, and his foundation was followed by 
Glasgow. The Renaissance was then spreading 
over Wes te rn Europe a fresh light, freed from 
the obscurantism of the middle ages, and in this 
oppor tune age Gutenberg had invented print-
ing. T h e foundation of the University of Aber-
deen b y Elphinstone in 1894 on the models of 
Par is and Bologna, and his installation of Boece, 
the f r iend of Erasmus, as its first Principal, 
and of o ther Scottish scholars who had attained 
distinction in the Continental schools, brought 
the Nor th within the revivifying influence of t h e 
new learning and of the best models of ancient 
l i tera ture and of contemporary thought. I t is 
Elphinstone 's second glory that he introduced 
pr in t ing into Scotland. Intensely patriotic, he 
conceived the idea of having a Church Ritual 
distinctively Scottish and national. Hi ther to 
the' Scots Ri tual had been according t o the 
English use of Sarum. I n his Aberdeen 
Breviary he collected the traditional accounts of 
the Scottish Church and her saints. The lives 
of the old churchmen of the North, such as 
Saint Wolock, Saint Manire, and Saint Brandon, 
well-known for their work in Banffshire; were 
amongst others preserved; and t h e spirit of 
nationality, so s t rong since Bruce's reign, was. 
intensified now tha t Scotland could dispense 
with the Salisbury Ritual. To the student of 
Scottish l i terature the Aberdeen Breviary is of 
surpassing interest. T o pr int i t the pr in t ing 
press was introduced into Scotland, and the 
years 1508 and 1509 saw it issue f rom the press 
one of the earliest printed books in Scotland. 

Bu t Elphinstone 's influence through his fr iend 
and protege, Boece, first Principal of Aberdeen 
Universi ty, was great. Born in Forfarshire, 
probably in 1465, Boece was educated a t the 
Univers i ty of Paris, where he enjoyed the 
fr iendship and inspiration of Erasmus. H e had 
imbibed the new learning, and his influence on 
learning and l i terature in the North after h is 
re turn in 1494 was great. I am not here con-
cerned with his larger work, the History of 
Sco t l and ; but in his Lives of the Bishops of 
Mort lach and Aberdeen we have, I humbly 
think, the first Banffshire work tha t can b e 
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called literature. In 1522 it issued from the 
press of Iodicus Badius, of Paris, eight years 
after it was written. Though largely a biography 
of his patron, Elphinstone, it gives the history 
of the northern diocese. He follows the Church's 
tradition in ascribing the origin of the Episco-
pate to Mortlach. His treatment and estimate 
of the first four charters in the Registrum Epis-
copatus Aberdonensis have been much criticised, 
and their authenticity, fully believed in by 
Boece, has been freely impugned. Crawfurd, 
the antiquarian, has attacked the first three. 
Cosmo Innes adopts so far Crawfurd's conclu-
sions, and impugns the fourth, though he is con-
strained to quote the able defence of the first 
charter, on which Mortlach's claim chiefly rests, 
made by that learned son of the county, Thomas 
Ruddiman, in his Latin preface to Anderson's 
Diplomata. Modern writers, such as Hill Burton, 
have without more ado adopted Crawfurd's con-
clusions, and an inordinate weight by repetition 
is given to his views. The time is ripe for a 
new critical examination of these four charters, 
upon which the traditional account of the origin 
of the Aberdeen See in Mortlach largely de-
pends, and I am inclined to think that the de-
structive conclusions of Crawfurd and his 
adopters, founded mainly on negative evidence, 
must be modified. The question is one of in-
terest to this county in particular. 

On its purely literary side Boecè's Bishops of 
Mortlach introduces us to what was then in 
Scotland, and for that matter in England, one 

of the earliest works in the new classical Latin 
style, which had been revived by the scholars 
of the Renaissance. No doubt Boece lacks the 
critical faculty of the true historian, and one 
would not care to urge much in his favour in 
that direction; but his work is literature. His 
narrative moves with a fluent grace, challenging 
comparison with his model Livy. I t may be of 
interest to mention that the latest editor and 
the first translator of the Lives of the Bishops 
of Mortlach is Dr James Moir, of Keith, who 
has in the scholarship displayed in that work 
well maintained the reputation of his native 
county. 

In a later age, when the narrower spirit of 
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nationality had fully developed in its train the 
now varied literary languages of Europe, we 
wonder at the slow growth in Scotland of a 
native prose. In the old days Latin was the 
literary language of educated Europe, and in 
Boece we had the precursor of the later famous 
Latinists, George Buchanan, Arthur Johnstone, 
and our own Thomas Ruddiman, who chose to 
address the wider audience of Europe, and 
whose works to my mind, as intrinsic contribu-
tions to literature, and as examples of fine 
literary form, have been for long too much 
neglected and depreciated. 

The 15th and 16th centuries were a flowering 
period in Scottish poetry; and the Scottish 

Chaucerians added lustre to English literature 
when poetry in England was almost dead. The 
Chaucerian influence, however, does not seem to 
have touched the North. But the native ballad 
literature of Scotland with its Celtic character-
istics had a sturdy growth in Banffshire. I t is 
difficult to fix the dates of the older ballads 
beyond the conjecture that they must have been 
composed soon after the events they celebrate. 
Annotating them in such an order, we have the 
Mortlach ballad of Willie Macintosh, or the 
Burning of Auchindoun, which with brevity, 
verve, and true local colouring describes the 
burning of the Gordon stronghold in 1592. 
Arising out of the feud here created we have 
the ballad of the Gordons and the Grants, quoted 
by Buchan in his collection. 

Scotland had for some years been in the 
midst of the Reformation movement, and with 
an intolerance which in that age characterised 
both sides the Reformers were pressing King 
James to put his heel on the Catholic Lords of 
the North, Huntly and Errol, who would not 
conform. Under this pressure the King in 1594 

commissioned Argyle to levy war against them, 
and the balladist sings how: 

" MacCallum More cam' frae the west 
With mony a bow and brand, 

To waste the Rhinnes he thought best 
The Earl of Huntlie's l and" ; 

and how Argyle was completely routed by the 
small though mobile force of Huntly: 
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" This deed sae doughtlie was done, 
As I heard "true men tell, 

Upon a Thursday afternoon 
Sanct Francis Eve befel. 

Good Auchindoun was slain himsel', 
With seven mair in battell, 

So was the Laird of Lochinzell, 
Great pitie was to tell." 

The good Auchindoun was Edom of Gordon, 
who in 1571 burned the House of Towie on Don-
side : 

" I t fell about the Martinmas, 
When the wind blew shrill and cauld, 

Said Edom o' Gordon to his men, 
' W e man draw to a hauld.' " 

I have seen his cairn just within his native 
Mortlach, near the scene of his last victory 
Allnachoylachan ; and the epithet " good " 'e t 
us hope, may have been deserved in his death, 
and one would fain forget the narrative of the 
sack of Towie, where 

" They rowed her in a pair o' sheets, 
And tow'd her o er the wa', 

But on the point o' Gordon's spear 
She got a bluidy fa ' . " 

The ballads Auchanachie Gordon and Salton 
( I take Auchanachie to be Banffshire) and 

Willie's Drowned in Gamery present the pathetic 
and tragic of true love, while the Wee Bridalee 
of Auchindoun gives the humorous. Their dates 
are uncertain. 

A crowning glory of many an old ballad has 
been its coming through the crucible of Burns 
or Scott as thrice refined gold. Burns' song, 
" Gae bring to me a pint o' wine," had its 
original in a song composed in 1636 by Alexander 

Lesly, laird of Iden, on Deveronside, in honour 
of Helen Christie: 

" Y e ' l l bring to me a pint o' wine, 
A server and a siller tassie, 

That I may drink before I gang 
A health to my ain bonnie lasse." 

Similarly, " Macpherson's Farewell," composed. 
by Burns six months after his Highland Tour, 
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distilled the essence of the old ballad of the 
execution in 1700, and gave to the world a grand 
lyric, rough as the hemp tha t hung t h e High-
land cateran, b u t strong as his lion heart. Bu t 
I a m moving on too quickly. 

Alexander Craig, the forgotten Banff poet of 
the reign of J a m e s V I . of Scotland and I . of 
England , was no l i terary descendant of Chaucer. 
Ne i the r had he any of the native genius of the 
balladists. If he had any l i terary ancestor, he 
may have been Lyly, with his pedantio 
euphuisms. This poet has recently received the 
a t ten t ion of the Rev. M r Sutherland, of Portsoy, 
who in 1898 delivered an erudite paper to our 
Club upon him. Craig was re-discovered over 
100 years ago by George Chalmers, of Fochabers, 
au thor of " Caledonia." Dr David Laing, pu t 
on his track by Chalmers ' manuscript notes, 
edited Craig 's works for the Hunter ian Club, 
of Glasgow, in 1873. D r Cramond, in his 
" A n n a l s of Banf f , " and the Rev. Mr Suther-
land, in the paper mentioned, have added all 
t ha t is likely to be known of him, and more 
than is worth knowing. H e was born in Banff 
probably in 1567. F rom the Grammar School of 
his na t ive town he proceeded t o S t Andrews Uni-
versity, matr iculat ing at S t Leonards College in 
1582. Graduat ing M. A. in 1586, somehow or other 
he got connected with the Court of King J a m e s ; 
and in 1603, like many another Scotsman, he 
accompanied the Court to London, and continued 
there as a Court poet. Of his first poems, 
published in London in 1604, only two copies 
remain. T h a t year he received a Court pension 
La te r he ret i red to Banff, settling at Rose Craig, 
a burghal holding, jus t in the north of the 
Castle grounds. Here he continued to produce 
poems, which were pr in ted by t h e well-known 
Edward Raban, of Aberdeen." H e gathered to-
gether a good heritable holding in Banff, and 
was of considerable standing. H e died pro-
bably in 1625. His publications are sought af ter 
solely by bibliophiles, and his "Poet ica l Recrea-
t ions , " of which only three copies are known 
to exist, sold at the Gibson-Craig sale for £7. 
As poet ry they are full of the pedantic classical 
learning common to his time, and are in style 
turgid and hyperbolic in their flattery and abuse. 
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Dr Cramond quotes one of his few local allu-
sions, which is quite all i terative and passable : 

" C o m e be my love and live with me. 

And we shall see the rivers run 
W i t h delicate and daintie din, 
And how my Doveren night and day 
W i t h sweet meanders glides away 
To pay her debts un to t h e sea." 

Craig's bril l iant contemporary, Dr A r t h u r 
Johnstone, of Caskieben, of infinite learning, 
who filled successively a t Heidelberg and Sedan 
Universities t h e Chairs of Logic and Metaphysic 
and of Physic, and who on his r e tu rn t o Br i ta in 
was appointed Royal Physician to K ing James 
and Charles, in his encomia of the burghs of 
Scotland sings of Banff in elegaic verse. A well-
done translation of these encomia u rb ium by 
John Barclay, parson of Cruden, in English verse 
was published in Middleburgh, Holland, in 1612. 

The last lines of the encomium on Banff are t o 
a degree complimentary of the Royal B u r g h : 
" A virtuous people doth inhabit thee 
And this, O Banff, thy greatest praise must be . " 
Johnstone 's lament, in Latin verse, of Sophia 
H a y on the fire of Frendraught , and on the 
deaths by fire a t Frendraught of Viscount Mel 
gum and Gordon of Roth iemay may be men-
tioned as of interest. Of county interest also 
are his Epigrams on the death of Sir George 
Ogilvie of Banf f ; on Carnousie, his son : on the 
slaughter of William Gordon of Roth iemay and 
George Gordon ; on the Porch of Deskford t h e 
seat of the Ogilvies of tha t i l k ; and on the death 
of J o h n Gordon, younger of Buckie. 

Lat in poetry, which was down to this per iod 
and later a well-recognised vehicle of poetic 
expression, was cultivated by, amongst others 
J ames Gatt , a nat ive of Cullen (1699-1787), M . A 
of King ' s College in 1718, and minister of Gre tna 
H e t ransla ted the Book of J o b and the Proverbs 
of Solomon in to Lat in verse, and in his 
" Deliciae Colliniensis," h e sings t h e praises of 
his nat ive Cullen. This poem, with a free trans-
lation by t h e Rev. Will iam Ross, M.A. , la te 
of Cullen, is pr in ted in the Cullen F r e e Church 
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Bazaar Book of 1899. But again I am hastening 
on too rapidly. 

T h e Reformed religion, with its system of 
parochial schools, the necessary compliment of 
the t h r e e old Universities, and of the newer 
Pro tes tan t foundations of Marischal, Aberdeen, 
and of Edinburgh, had only been firmly estab-
lished in its Presbyterian form when the doc-
t r ine of the Divine Righ t of Kings and the 
policy of N o Bishop no King, strengthened by 
the Un i o n of the Crowns, in time caused the 
inevitable upheaval . The Covenant and Crown 
drew t h e sword, and af ter varying fortunes 
Charles' head fell on the block. The Common-
wealth saw England and Scotland in corporate-
union, with Presbytery in the ascendant, but 
Presbytery divided into sects opposed to each 
other in proport ion as the differences of doc-
t r ine were small. W i t h the Restoration and its 
reaction and broken pledges, Episcopacy and 
Absolutism in civil government became ascen-
dant , only to give way in turn to the Presby-
ter ian and Constitutional settlement of the Re-
volution, a set t lement ult imately acquiesced in 
a f te r the risings of t h e '15 and '45 had passed 
away, risings t ha t had at bottom more of the 
sent iment of loyalty to the ancient royal line, 
and of political intrigue for power, than any 
deep national feeling. 

One would naturally imagine that these 
troubled times would be particularly sterile in 
the l i terary history of the country, so true it is 
t h a t a pu re l i terature rarely flourishes in the 
midst of civil and religious war. The times re-
quired its best minds to be men of action. These 
men of action as makers of history, however, 
have biographers and historians. The period 
lent itself to the writ ing of chronicle and bio-
graphy with a purpose and consequent bias and 
to religious pamphleteering. I t also supplied 
moving incident for the ballad poetry so charac-
teristic of Scotland. Nor did native scholarship 
founded on the parish school and University 
completely die out. 

I n the struggle between the Covenant and 
t h e K ing t h e Nor th was sharply divided. In 
Banffshire the strength of the Kirk was for the 
Covenant, while the leading noblemen were for 
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the King. Huntly declared for the King, and 
first blood in the Civil War was drawn at the 
Trot o' Turra. John Spalding, Commissary Clerk 
of Aberdeen, moved by the distressing times he 
lived in, with great detail and with strong 
Royalist bias chronicled the contemporary 
troubles from 1624 to 1645. Patrick Gordon of 
Ruthven, in his "Bri tanes Distemper," wrote 
contemporary history from 1639 to 1649 round 
his chief, the Marquis of Huntly, with strong 
Gordon and Royal bias ; and the same criticism 
applies to the history (1637-41) of James Gordon. 
Parson of Rothiemay. Apart from Spalding's 
work, the other two remained in MSS. until they 
were published in the '40 of last century by the 
Spalding Club. The Parson of Rothiemay's 
works concern us more intimately. The work 
of a contemporary, and founded in great measure 
on the collections of his learned father, Gordon 
of Straloch, it is of great value. In style, though 
strongly idiomatic in its solecisms, it neverthe-
less though still far from being anything like 
perfect prose, shows a great advance on Bellen-
den's work in Scots a century earlier. Scots-
men did not write English prose for a century 
after this, until Hume's time, and he went to 
France for his models. 

On the side of the Covenant, Banffshire pro-
duced their leading General, Field-Marshal 
Alexander Leslie, " a gentleman of base birth," 
to quote Spalding, "born in Balvenie, who had 
served long and fortunately in the German 
wars, and called to his name Felt-Marsh 
Leslie, His Excellency." Leslie's most recent 
biographer Professor Sandford Terry, of Aber-
deen, has followed the narrative in Anderson's 
Scottish Nation and has ascribed his birth to 
Blair-Athole. The evidence of the contemporary 
-Spalding is preferable. 

On the Royalist side, Huntly was to be soon 
overshadowed by . the chivalrous Marquis of 
Montrose. After a. meteoric course of victory, 
beginning with Tippermuir, going through In-
verlochy and Auldearn, he met his fate at 
Philliphaugh, where a near kinsman of our Felt-
Marshal Leslie, David Leslie, at the head of a 
Covenanting army, emerging from the gray 
mist of the morning, smote him hip and thigh, 
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and played the game of strategic surprise better 
than the Marquis himself. During those years 
from 1640 to 1644, which were big with the fate 
of his Royal master, over all broad Scotland it 
is an easier question to answer where was not 
Montrose at some time or other than where he 
was. The Gordons, as we have mentioned, 
were strongly Royalist, and we hear of him 
often withdrawing to the Bog, Balvenie, and 
other quarters in the county. If we can believe 
the ballad, he was at Auchindoun, for the Mar-
quis himself tells us : 

" As I cam' in be Auchindoun, 
A little wee bit frae the toun, 
I met a man wi' tartan trews. 
I speered at him what was the news; 
He says the Highland army rews 
That ere it came to Cromdale." 

The fugitive from the route on the Haughs o" 
Cromdale, who probably wore trews instead of 
the kilt owing to the exigencies of rhyme! tells 
of King James' defeat ; and his interlocutor, 
disclosing himself as the great Montrose, 
exclaims:— 

" Can you but shew the nearest way, 
And I will o'er the hills this day 
To view the Haughs o' Cromdale " ; 

and then the rest : 

" T h e Grants, Mackenzies, and Mackays, 
Soon as Montrose they did espy, 
O then they fought most valiantly 
Upon the Haughs o' Cromdale." 

The gallant Montrose had laid his head on 
the block at Edinburgh full fifty good years 
before the battle of Cromdale had extinguished 
King James' hopes of regaining his Crown from 
William of Orange. The description of the 
clans and of the fight is a faithful one of Mont-
rose's signal victory at Auldearn; and I prefer 
to think that the poet has invoked the spirit of 
the old hero to avenge the route of Cromdale, 
and has redressed, in verse at any rate, the 
defeat of his King and party, rather than with 
Hogg to criticise the piece as an example of 
lying anachronism. 
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Jamie the Rover and the Young Chevalier 

were henceforth to remain strangers to the 
Throne of their ancestors, notwithstanding their 
gallant but ill-starred attempts in the '15 and 
'45. At Auchindoun, at all events, the Jacobite 
spirit lingered long, and was expressed in verse: 

" A t Auchindoun, the 10th of June, 
Sae mery, blythe, and gay, s i r ; 
Each lad and lass did fill a glass, 
And drunk a health that day, sir." 

The day being the old Chevalier's birthday. 
Again:— 

" Of all the days that 's in the year 
The 10th of June I lo'e most dear, 
When our white roses all appear 
For the sake of Jamie the Rover. 

As I cam' in be Auchindoun 
The drums did beat and trumpets soun', 
And aye the burden o' the tune 
Was " Up wi' Jamie the Rover.' " 

I mention James Sharp, Archbishop of St 
Andrews, a native of Banff, whose acumen drew 
from Cromwell the left-handed compliment that 
he might, after the custom of his country, be 
well called Sharp of that ilk, not for anything 
that he wrote in his ill-starred life, but for the 
literature that has collected round him. 

The scholarship of the county was notably 
maintained by Thomas Ruddiman. George 

Chalmers, in his Biography of Ruddiman, pub-
lished in 1794-, with his antiquarian erudition 
and care, gives the salient facts of his life. Dr 
Cramond in his Annals of Banff, has further 
elucidated his connection with Banff; and two 
years ago Mr G. Harvey Johnstone, a descen-
dant, brought together all available facts in a 
privately printed work, called " The Ruddimans 
in Scotland: Their History and Works." 

Born in 1674 on the farm of Raggal, near 
Ordens Station, where two houses claim his 
birth, he received the rudiments of his education 
at the Parish School of Boyndie. When 16 he 
left home to walk to Aberdeen, as was the 
custom with scholars in those days, to try the 
bursary competition at King's College. On his 
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way at Starbriggs, Alvah, he was waylaid by 
gypsies and robbed of the solitary guinea in his 
pocket given him by his sister. The competition 
then and for long after consisted of the Latin 
Version only, and Ruddiman came out first 
bursar. He graduated M A . four years later, 
on 21st June 1694, and commenced teaching. 
The turning-point in his career was his meeting 
at Laurencekirk with Dr Pitcairne, of Edin-
burgh. In October 1698, that gentleman, being 
stormstayed on his way to Edinburgh, asked 
the landlady of the inn to find him some in-
telligent person to join him at dinner. Ruddi-
man, the schoolmaster, was invited, and he im-
pressed Pitcairne so favourably that he was in-
vited to Edinburgh, and promised help. 
Euddiman embraced the opportunity. His 
Macdaenas got him employment in the newly-
established Advocates' Library, where, first as 
assistant, and finally as principal librarian, he 
had opportunity for work congenial to his 
tastes. One of his earliest works was his edition 
of Florentius Volusenus' Dialogue de animi 
tranquillitate. Florence Wilson, born on the 
banks of the Lossie in Moray in 1500 A.D., and 
educated at King's College, settled down abroad 
at Carpentras to teach, and may be well called 
a fine example of the learned Scot abroad. He 
died when returning to his loved native Moray. 
One can well understand the interest of Ruddi-
man in editing the chief work of this learned 
son of the neighbouring county. 

Everyone, of course, knows of Euddiman's 
Latin Eudiments, which has run through 
numerous editions. His edition of Livy has 
been called immaculate. His Jacobite notes to 
his edition of Buchanan's works brought on his 
head a host of critics, whom he was quite able 
to repay in kind. "Witness his title-page to his 
reply to Logan's treatise on government. 

His greatest work undoubtedly is his Latin 
Preface to, and completion of, Anderson's in-
complete Selectus Diplomatum, a s t u d y of which 
is indispensable to any critical knowledge of 
the origins of Scottish history. As a book 
auctioneer, and later on as a printer and pub 
lisher, Ruddiman eked out his slender salary at 
the Advocates' Library. In my opinion, Thomas 
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Innes, the historian, whom I shall afterwards 
mention, encouraged his bent in historical 
research. 

I t is interesting to note that in his native 
county he was held in high repute. In 1717, 
and again in 1742, Banff Town Council applied 
to him to recommend a master for the Grammar 
School, and in 1720 he was created an honorary 
burgess of the burgh. He died in 1751, having built 
up for himself an enduring reputation as a great 
Latinist. "When Boswell made a false tense, 
Dr Johnson exclaimed, " A h , Ruddiman is 
dead! " His Alma Mater_ has justly placed 
him in the eastern decorative window of the 
University Library alongside of Buchanan, 
Johnstone, and Melvin. 

Associated with Ruddiman in the Advocates' 
Library as his assistant and protege was Walter 
Goodal, a Banffshire scholar of some eminence. 
I can find no record of the parish of his birth, 
but I would venture to suggest Fordyce. Born 

in 1706, he entered King's College in 1723, but 
left before taking his degree. In 1730, the same 
year in which Ruddiman became librarian, we 
find him in the Advocates' Library where in 
1735, he was established as assistant, no doubt 
through the influence of his Banffshire friend. 
In the main he was an understudy of his master, 
Ruddiman. He helped Ruddiman in producing 
a catalogue of the Library, published in 1742. 
But his most important contribution is an 
examination of the letters said to have been 
-written by Mary, Queen of Scots, to James, 
Ear l of Bothwell, in two volumes published in 
1754-. Besides editing other works, he published 
an edition of Fordun's Scotichronicon, with 
Latin introduction and a dissertation on the 
legitimacy of the marriage of Robert III . , a 
question also discussed by Ruddiman. H e died 
in 1766, having made a reputation as a literary 
antiquary of some note. 

I n James Fergusson, the great astronomer, 
Banffshire threw up an undoubted genius of 
quite a different kind from all who have gone 
before him or have come after him. H e more 
than any one of her eminent sons displayed the 
perfervidum ingenium that has come to the Scot 
from the Celt, albeit he strangely lacked that 
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gift of abstract reasoning which we so often 
associate with the Celtic mind. The story of 
his wonderful life is told by himself with sim-
plicity and directness in his short autobiography, 
published in 1773. Mr Henry Mayhew, in 1857, 
narrated his life in " T h e Story of the Peasant 
Boy Philosopher." Dr Edward Henderson, in his 
Life of Fergusson, has, after most painstaking 
research, brought together nearly all that is 
known about his subject. His biography is in-
deed a veritable quarry; and in its mass of 
detail looses itself; and in consequence Fergus-
son does not appear in due perspective. 

Born at the Core of Mayen in Rothiemay, he-
was almost entirely self-educated. His father, 
a crofter, thanks to the system of parochial 
schools, taught him to read and write, and after 
a month at Keith school he was sent to the 
hire-house. He himself tells us that his 
mechanical powers were awakened by his ob-
serving his father raise the roof of his mud-
thatched cottage by a lever. Thinking the 
matter out, he developed the mechanical theory 
of the lever and the wheel and axile, only, like 
his greater predecessor, Descartes, in similar 
circumstances, to find that his discoveries had 
been long anticipated. His first Macaenas—and 
he was lucky all his life in patrons—was Alex. 
Cantley, Keith, an ancestor of the Cantlies of 
Keithmore, who encouraged his bent for 
mechanical invention and contrivance, and 
taught him decimal arithmetic, algebra, and 
geometry. The Lady Dipple, at Durn House, 
astonished at his aptitude in drawing patterns 
for needlework, diverted his bent to painting; 
and under her patronage he went south to 
Edinburgh to get further instruction. His art 
as a miniature painter he long used as a stand-
bye for bread and butter, while he gave up his 
main energies to scientific pursuits. I t is inte-
resting to note that Colin M'Laurin, the 
eminent Celtic mathematician, befriended him 
in Edinburgh, and commended his Astronomical 
Rotula. In 1743 he made the plunge for London, 
handicapped with a wife and family. There 
with painting as a stand-bye he continued his 
astronomical inventions and calculations. The 
finest machine he ever invented he himself 
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judges to have been his Eclipsareon—a mechan-
ism for exhibiting the time duration and quan-
tity of solar eclipses in all places of the earth. 

Latterly he was able to give up painting 
entirely for lecturing on Physics and Astronomy, 
and in this direction he did much to popularise 
these sciences. In 1763 he was elected a Fellow 
of the Royal Society, a unique honour, I think, 
for a Banffshire man. His chief works include 
Astronomical Tables of that year, Astronomy 
explained on Sir Isaac Newton's Principles 
(1756), subsequently edited by Sir David 
Brewster, and Select Mechanical Exercises, to 
which his autobiography was originally pre-
fixed, in 1773. 

Strange as it may seem, Fergusson was singu-
larly deficient in the power of abstract reasoning 
and demonstration where a concrete method 
was apparent or could be invented. He never 
would understand Euclid's methods of proof. 
His methods were those of the compass or scale, 
and, when these failed, of some mechanical in-
vention of his own. His cardboard demonstra-
tion of the 47th proposition of the first book of 
Euclid is in point. 

His place in science rests on his wonderfully 
ingenious inventions of astronomical and 
physical apparatus, and on his popularisation of 
the sciences of Astronomy and Physics; and is 
all the higher that he was in so great a measure 
self-taught, for he owed singularly little to our 
schools and schoolmasters, as popularly under-
stood. 

A somewhat neglected field is the influence 
of two Banffshire districts—Enzie and Glenlivet 
—in keeping alive, after the Reformation, the 
ancient religion and in moulding the present 
Church of Rome in Scotland. Its interest to 
us is in the literature which it threw up. That 
literature is by no means voluminous, and is 
naturally to so>me extent of a theological and 
controversial kind. I t is not all so, however. 
His three years' _ residence in Glenlivet, where 
the Scalan seminary for the instruction of 
priests was soon afterwards established, entitles 
us to mention Thomas Innes, although a native 
of Aberdeenshire. His elder brother, Lewis, 
who was an important figure in the exiled court 
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of the Old Chevalier at St Germains, was born 
at Walkerdales, Enzie, in 1657. Thomas was 
born at Drumgask, Deeside, in 1662. In 1724-
we find him in Edinburgh, ransacking the Ad-
vocates' Library for authorities for his Critical 
Essay of the Ancient Inhabitants of the 
Northern Parts of Britain or Scotland, published 
in 1729, a work which laid the foundations of all 
subsequent critical histories of our country. In 
his work in the Advocates' Library he had the 
assistance of Ruddiman, and to my mind there 
can be no doubt that Innes' influence must have 
inspired Ruddiman's subsequent work on the 
Ancient Charters of Scotland. I t is interesting 
to note another link between Innes and Banff 
shire in the rescue of the MS. of his second 
work, his Civil and Ecclesiastical History of 
Scotland from 80 A.D. to 818 A.D., by Abbe 
Paul Macpherson, of Glenlivet, and Rector of 
the Scots College at Rome, in 1798 from Paris 
at the break up by the Directory of the Scots 
College there. 

His works, perspicuous and simple in style, 
apart from a few Gallicisms induced by long 
residence in France, are Thucydidean in their 
absence of bias. Being founded on a searching 
examination of all the original authorities and 
on a critical appreciation of such authorities 
as wore of a doubtful nature on the methods of 
the contemporary school of French ecclesiastical 
historians, they are in this respect the English 
precursors of Gibbon's work. 

The Abbe Paul Macpherson, just mentioned, 
was born at Scalan, Glenlivet, in 1756. In 1769 
he went to Rome, where he studied in the Scots 
College there under the principalship of Gordon 
of Auchintoul. In 1777 he went to Spain to 
Valladolid, where he finished his education. To 
his death in 1846, at the great ago of 91, ho 
was often in Scotland and often on the Con-
tinent in connection with the work of his Church. 
We have mentioned his rescue of the Mb. ot 
Thomas Innes' Civil and Ecclesiastical History 
from Paris, in 1798. At the same time he 
rescued two volumes of the original Chartulary 
of Glasgow, one of the very few pre-Reformation 
Chartularies in existence. That same year, 
when General Berthier, of the French Republic, 
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captured Rome and carried off the Pope, the 
Abbe secured for the Prince of Wales, after-
wards George IV., the most valuable of the 
Stuart papers. He is said to have been en-
trusted the same year with a secret political 
mission from the English Government con-
nected with the rescue of the Pope from his 
captivity, and all told his life was full of moving 
incident deserving to be better told than it has 
been. His particular interest to us is his 
voluminous MS. catalogue, invaluable in itself, 
and as material for any estimate of the Church 
of Rome in Scotland since the Reformation. I t 
is freely used in " T h e Catholic Church in Scot-
land from the Suppression of the Hierarchy to 
the present time," edited by Dr J . F. S. Gordon, 
of St Andrew's, Glasgow, a native of Keith. 

If Alexander Geddes, Roman Catholic 
divine, critic, and poet, had done nothing else 
than write the pathetic ballad, " O send Lewis 
Gordon hame, and the lad I daurna name," he 
would have merited our attention. He how 
ever attained eminence in other fields than 
poetry, as a learned theologian, a Biblical critic, 
and miscellaneous writer. A native of Rathven, 
where he was born at Arradoul in 1737 he re-
ceived the foundations of his education at the 
Scalan in the Braes. Writing from there to a 
companion, he thus satirised its bleakness: — 
" P r a y be so kind as to make particular inquiries 
after the sun. Fail not to present my compli-
ments to him, and tell him I still hope I shall 
one day be able to renew the honour of personal 
acquaintance with him." Finishing his education 
at the Scots College, Paris, he returned to 
Scotland in 1764 with a knowledge of most of 
the literary languages of Europe. In him I 
venture to think Scalan had the most learned, 
though not most orthodox or tractable son. For 
ten years he was priest at Auchinhalrig, in the 
Banffshire par t of Bellie. His liberal tendencies 
in doctrine brought about strained relations be-
tween him and Bishop Hay. In 1780, he went 
to London, where, under the patronage of Lords 
Traquair and Petre, he produced in 1792 and 
1797 a New Translation of the Bible, in which 
he forestalled in many respects the new Biblical 
Criticism of to-day. He was a zealous pam-
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phleteerer on Catholic and slavery questions, 
and he wrote in 1779 a well done translation of 
Select Satires of Horace. Aberdeen Universi ty 
made him her first Roman Catholic LL.D. after 
the Reformation. 

Charles Cordiner, for twenty-three years 
minister of St Andrew's Chapel, Banff, deserves 
a passing note, particularly in a paper to a Club 
so antiquarian in its pursuits as ours is. The 
mention of his office brings to recollection that 
in his time and in his case the bitter religiou-
and civil struggles between Presbyterianism 
and Episcopacy, which we have mentioned as 
so characteristic of the 17th and earlier part of 

18th century, and which had resulted in Episco-
palian disabilities, practically came to an end 
with the removal of these disabilities in 1792. 
Cordiner, in a series of letters to Thomas Pen-
nant in 1780, published the antiquities and 
scenery of the North of Scotland. This was 
followed by his "Remarkable Ruins and Romantic 
Prospects of North Britain, with ancient monu-
ments and singular subjects of Natural History 
(1780-1795),the engravings by Peter Mazell, 1788." 

These engravings are of great value, now that 
time and man have altered so many of the ob-
jects engraved, and Cordiner's works are indis-
pensable to the antiquarian of the North. H e 
was a native of Peterhead, and died in Banff 
in 1794. 

I can hardly say that we are entitled to claim 
George Chalmers, of Fochabers, for our county. 
Old Fochabers, where he was born in 1742, and 
whose only remains are a stone pillar, and the 
old iron jougs attached, stood within the 
grounds of Gordon Castle, and must have been 
a stone-throw from Banffshire, if not within it. 
I have mentioned his biography of Ruddiman, 
of Boyndie, a work in which much light is 
thrown upon the literature of Scotland in the 
earlier par t of the 18th century. I have also 
mentioned his discovery of the lost and for-
gotten Banff poet, Alexander Craig. When 
speaking of Abbe Macpherson, I might have 
mentioned that it was to Chalmers that he 
handed several of the Scottish MSS. that he 
had rescued from the broken up Scots College 
at Paris, including the MS. of Thomas Innes's 
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Civil and Ecclesiastical His tory . These facts 
may excuse my ment ion of the historian author 
of Caledonia, which is probably t h e greatest 
contribution ever made t o Scottish His tory , not-
withstanding all the criticisms upon it, some of 
which are in my opinion somewhat ignorant— 
when, for instance, it is asserted t h a t " the 
scholarship is of ten defective, and hasti ly-drawn 
conclusions are asserted with t h e u tmos t con-
fidence of their accuracy." I t has been the quar ry 
of all subsequent historians of Scotland, who 
too seldom make the acknowledgments due by 
them. T h e general history was followed by 
County Histories, bu t he died, in 1825, before 
completing the Central Nor the rn Counties. I n 
1894-, a last volume was pr in ted f r o m his MS. , 
and it is interesting to note t ha t the work breaks 
off a t Banff and his native Elgin. 

I have brought you down in a somewhat 
cursory stylo to the dawn of the 19th century, 
and still we have a long furrow to plough too 
long for the present occasion. Indeed, the new era. 
which opened with t h e works of Burns and 
Scott, may well be chosen as a point for a 
pause. 

Perhaps on some fu tu re occasion I may br ing 
down the present review to present times, when 
we may see tha t last century has mainta ined her 
par t in the county's contr ibutions to contem-
porary l i terature. 

At the close Mr Grant was awarded, on the 
motion of Mr Garden M. Hossack, sheriff-clerk, a 
very hearty vote of thanks for his interesting and 
erudite paper. A vote of thanks was also passed 
to Mr Grant for his services as President during the 
year. 

OFFICE-BEARERS. 

Office-bearers were thereafter elected as follows-— 
President, Mr George Thomson, M.A., Kindrought 
Portsoy ; vice-Presidents, Rev. Dr Milne, Aberdeen-
Bishop Chisholm, Aberdeen; Rev. Geo. Suther land ' 
Aberdeen ; Dr Ramsay, Banff ; Mr John Runcie-
man, Auchmill ; Sheriff Grant, Inverness; Mr Alex. 
W. Farquhar, Aberdeen; Rev. Wm Anderson 
Bridge of A l l a n ; Mr Wm. Forbes, Lossiemouth 
Rev. Alex. Bremner, Fyvie; Mr Garden M Hossack, 
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