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22 
to be eo very antient tha t they are much older 
than to have been made for a communication 
between castles or plaoes of strength, of which 
there is a greater and lesser ru in in Lochaber 
and likewise in Badenoch ; bu t these a re evi-
dently more modern than these wonderful roads. 
They are so far wonderful t ha t the generality of 
superficial observers among gentry look upon 
them as the work of genii or something in the 
fabulous stile. If your Lordship, or any else, 
have not heard of these roads and will incline, 
I should examine anything concerning them 
whioh I have not mentioned above. A line for 
me to the care of the postmaster of Fort-Wil l iam 
will find me here this month to come. And 
nothing will be more acceptable than my Lord 
Findlater 's commands to your Lordship 's most 
obedient and most humble servant. 

" ( S i g n e d ) J O H N W I L L I A M S . " 

ROTHIEMAY PAPERS. 

Dr Cramond submitted a bundle of Rothiemay 
Papers, dated 1653—1703, which he int imated 
he was to gift to the Museum. They were as 
follows: — 

1. Warrand by James Gordon, parson of Rothie-
may, to Alexander Abernethie of Auchin-
cleich to deliver to M r John Reidfoord 
minister a t Aberchirder, 3 bolls meal and 
2 bolls bear.—5th. April 1677. 

2 Letters of Horning for delivering up t h e two 
Bands within mentioned to J o h n Reid and 
Elizabeth Hacket against the Sheriff-Prin-
cipal of Aberdeen and his deputies.—1684-. 

3 Petit ion of John Reid to His Majesty 's P r ivy 
Council against the sons of Mr James 
Gordon, parson of Rothiemay. 

4. Letter—John Gordon, Laird of Rothiemay, to 
the Laird of Blacktoune.—8th Nov. 1693. 

5. 8th June 1686.—Summons at instance of Isabel 
Hacket , liferentrix of Mayen, t o M r J a m e s 
Gordon of Whitemuire, minister of Rothie-
may ; Kathr ine Gordon, his spouse ; James, 
Alexander, and Lues Gordons, their sons, to 
find caution, surety, and lawborrows. 

6. Complaint against Laird of Rothiemay. 
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7. Ext rac t Act , Gordons contra Reid.—1682. 
8. Ac t for delivery 2 Bands re J n . Reid and 

Eliz. Hackat , referring t o riotous conduct of 
t h e sons of t h e parson of Rothiemay. 

9. Submissions. 
10. Le t te r—Mr James Gordon to Walter Hackat 

of Mayen, Sheriff-Clerk of Banff.—1653. 
11. Let ter—Mr James Gordon, minister of 

Rothiemay, anent teinds, 17th January 1666. 
T o Alexander Abernethy of Auchincloiche. 

12. Commission be Sir Jn . Smith to his good 
friend, Alexr. Abernethie. 

13. Scroll band of Cautionry, Alex. Abernethie 
and J o h n Innes for presenting of John Reid. 
—1682. 

14. Lawburrows, Issobell Hacket t against Gordons 
and others.—1686. 

15. and 16. Accounts—The Laird of Mayen to 
Will iam Scott, Banff, for tobacco, sugar, 
&c.—1703. 

17. and 18. Old Inventories of the writs of Tillie-
down (parish of Aberchirder) and Tollie, 
f rom t h e year 1457. 

OTHER CURIOSITIES. 

Dr Cramond also submitted for the examination 
of the meet ing a gage over a hundred 
years old for measuring the height of horses, 
which was also to be presented to the Museum. 
I t was once the property of Lord Kames. 
Dr Cramond also exhibited to the meeting a 
drawing which belonged to Lord Monboddo, 
and which he (Dr Cramond) received from 
Captain Burne t t of Monboddo. T h e case lends 
countenance to Lord Monboddo's well-known 
peculiar views. The back of the drawing bears 
the fo l lowing :—"Thi s drawing was made from 
one of the Byraghi caste, which caste of Indians 
support themselves by begging. He was born 
in Madura [in Madras Presidency], but his family 
belong to Manacoit (?), a village about 50 miles 
distant. There was nothing particular in the 
fo rm of his parents, nor of a sister who is now 
alive and married. His form is very peculiar 
f rom the prominence of his belly, and from the 
small of his back grows a quantity of hair, which 
when combed has the appearance as in the 
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