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THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 26, 1903. 

A N N U A L M E E T I N G . 

The annual meeting of the Banffshire Field Club 
was held within the Town and County Club Build-
ings, Banff, this evening, Mr James Grant, LL.B., 
solicitor, president of the Club, presiding. 

NEW MEMBEBS. 

Mr B. Y. Maokay, solicitor, Buckie, and Bev. 
James Slorach, Portsoy, were, on the motion of the 
secretary, Mr John Yeats, elected members of the 
Club, while, on the motion of Mr J . T. Gordon, 
ohief constable, Mr Malcolm Gray, solicitor, Buckie; 
Rev. John Smeaton, Loutet, Foveran, Mr James 
A. Johnston, sohoolmaster, Tomintoul; Mr G. L. 
Cruickshank, factor, Fyvie Castle; and Rev. John 
G. Duncan, Macduff, were nominated for election 
as members a t next meeting. 

REPORTS. 

The Treasurer submitted his report on the 
finances of the club, showing that the year closed 
with a credit balance of over £70, which the meet-
ing considered very satisfactory. 

The Secretary in his annual report stated that 
" t h o u g h he has nothing very outstanding to 
chronicle, he has no hesitation in saying that the 
past year must be classed as a very successful one 
in the annals of the Club. True we have had only 

Ban
ffs

hir
e 

Fiel
d 

Club



68 
three ordinary meetings. But the papers read and 
the business transacted have been of more than 
ordinary importance. The very instructive and 
suggestive address by our late President, Mr Harvie 
Brown, was in every way worthy of the fame and 
high scientific attainments of the writer and formed 
a most appropriate commencement of our winter 
session. Mr Harvie Brown dealt with a subject on 
which he can speak with authority, viz., natural 
history. He suggested several branches of the 
subject where further investigation is desirable, 
and which we in these northern counties have 
special facilities for enquiring into. While osten-
sibly asking information he contrived to impart a 
great deal of information, and was particularly 
happy in his remarks on the danger of ill-considered 
attempts at acclimatisation. Dr Cramond, in his 
" Hammermen of Banff," showed us what a wealth 
of material lies under our very feet, the working up 
of which might afford occupation to the Club for 
many a day. Dr Cramond's paper also brought out 
a very interesting exhibition of relics of the Ham-
mermen's Craft by Mr Paton, Mr Forbes, and 
others. To Dr Cramond we are also indebted for 
Mr "William's letter on the parallel roads of Glen-
roy, which, if it does nothing else, fills at least an 
amusing page in our transactions. Dr Milne made 
a decided hit in his paper on the survival in domes-
tic animals of habits that they had acquired in 
their wild state. The paper has proved one of the 
most popular that we have had for many a day. 
The Inventory of Sheriff Court records, printed at 
the suggestion of Dr Cramond, will doubtless prove 
very helpful to students of our local history. 
During the past summer the club have held three, 
what may be termed general, excursions. The first 
was to the Bruxie Burn and Cullen House grounds, 
and, under the leadership of Dr Cramond, it will be 
readily understood that the excursion was an in-
teresting one. The locality is very interesting both 
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for archaeology and botany, and the walk through 
the extensive gardens of Cullen House made a fit -
ting conclusion to a very enjoyable afternoon's 
ramble. The next excursion was to Fyvie Castle 
and neighbourhood, and was a joint one with the 
Buchan Field Club. I t is not every locality that 
affords a suitable field for a large excursion of this 
sort. Many people have many tastes, and Fyvie has 
many and varied attractions. I t abounds in objects 
of archaeological and historical interest. I t ÌB rich 
botanically, and to the mere sight-seer even the 
scenery, beautiful both by nature and art, well 
repays a visit. The excursionists were greatly 
indebted to the Rev. Dr Milne, the Rev. Mr 
Bremner, and Mr Cruickshank, resident factor, for 
acting as guides, and enabling them to make the 
best of the time at their disposal, and will not soon 
forget the cordial welcome they received from Mr 
and Mrs Leith, who threw everything about the 
Castle gardens and grounds open to their inspec-
tion, and most hospitably entertained them before 
leaving. The third excursion was to the Enzie 
district, and was mainly geological, though even 
as mere scenery the glories of the Tynet and 
Gollachy Burns would be difficult to surpass. The 
exoursion had the satisfaction of at least seeing the 
famous fossil beds of Tynet. But, though many 
of them hammered away most industriously, no 
fossils were found. And those who engaged in 
fossil hunting for the first time learned the salutary 
lesson that the Old Red does not easily yield up 
her treasures, but keeps them as the reward of 
diligent labour. The botanists were more fortu-
nate. Without going out of their way, they picked 
up a good few interesting specimens. One good 
result of this excursion was that it brought out a 
paper from Mr Buie on the geology of the excur-
sion, which will appear in and form a very valu-
able addition to the Transactions. The practice 
of small parties holding informal excursions tor 
special objects has been kept up. These small 
excursions are very interesting and instructive. 
The excursionists having similar tastes can linger 
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over any object that interests them without feeling 
that anybody is being bored, while they consider 
the settlement of one disputed point or the finding 
of two or three rare specimens sufficient reward for 
all their exertions. As to membership, we have to 
regret rather heavy losses. Four members have 
left the district, three of them former presidents of 
the Club. They are the Rev. George Sutherland, 
Portsoy ; Mr Forbes, Macduff ; and Mr Farquhar, 
Bracoden, all of whom did good work for the Club. 
But though they have left the locality it does not 
necessarily follow that they have altogether severed 
connection with the Club, though we cannot expect 
to have their presenoe at our meetings. We have 
also lost one member by death. To balance these 
losses, five new members have been proposed during 
the year, and we have promise of a farther accession 
during the coming session, so that our numbers 
have been pretty well maintained, and on the whole 
there seems good reason to anticipate that the 
session about to be entered on will be a successful 
one. 

PRONUNCIATION IN BANFFSHIRE. 

The following letter was read from Dr Cramond, 
Cullen, to Mr Yeats, the secretary :—1"Dear Sir,—I 
beg to enclose a letter I have received from Pro-
fessor Wright, Oxford, with copy of pamphlet 
referred to. Dr Wright desires assistance for his 
English Dialect Grammar,' now in preparation 

after the completion of his great work, 'The 
English Dialect Dictionary.' This assistance 
consists in giving the exact dialect pronunciation in 
each county of England and Scotland of the list of 
words on pp. 7 to 16 of the pamphlet. 

" May I ask you to have the goodness to bring this 
matter before the meeting of the Club to-morrow 
night, and I trust the members will see their way 
to uphold the credit of the county by combining in 
this national work and enlisting others who may be 
unconnected with the Club to furnish what is 
desired. 

" The Secretary of the Banffshire Field Club is one 
of the most competent men in the county for this 
important work, and I shall be glad to aid him and 
others in carrying it out " 

The letter referred to above was as follows :— 
"Oxford, Nov. 15, 1903.-My dear Sir,—Many 
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