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18 
Ere Sorrow wrung the heart or d i m m ' d the eye, 
Whi le Love was true, and Hope ' s young pulse 

beat h igh : 
T o nurse those friendships—fan the sacred flame 
Of warm at tachment t o our na t ive hame, 
Awaken feelings t h a t have slept for years, 
Forgot 'mid worldly hopes and worldly f e a r s ; 
I n short to exercise each social power, 
And snatch f rom life's dull round the happy hour— 
For this we m e e t ; and who around this board 
But feels e'en now, as if by magio word, 
His heart-strings vibrate, as they did erewhile 
When first he parted f rom his nat ive so i l ; 
Feels thro ' his veins life's current warmer flow, 
And his whole soul with kindling rap ture glow ? 
Fill high the glass, and raise the merry sang 
Till age forgets t ha t foe has lived sae lang! 
Fill high the glass till sparkle every eye, 
Mantle on every cheek the smile of joy, 
An ' loud! loud swell the note of g lad 'n ing revelry. 

F rom the Gentleman's Magazine, March 1818. 

THE PARALLEL ROADS I N GLENROY. 

Thereafter , Dr Cramond read a letter, of da t e 
1769, addressed to the Earl of Findla ter wi th 
regard to the parallel roads in Glenroy. D r 
Cramond sa id :— 

The following letter, which has no t h i ther to 
been published, is interesting as being the first, 
or one of the first, a t tempts t o explain the origin 
of the famous parallel roads of Glenroy. The 
letter is from John Williams t o t h e Ea r l of 
Findlater , and was found in the Monboddo 
charter chest, among Lord Monboddo 's papers , 
and is endorsed " Let ter concerning Military 
Roads in the Highlands." 

J o h n Williams was a Military Engineer em-
ployed by Government. H e was the first to 
draw at tent ion to the Vitrified For t s in Scot-
land in a work published in 1777. T h e parallel 
roads of Glenroy have given rise t o many con-
flicting theories. I t was believed in the High-
lands they were for the convenience of t h e 
Ossianic heroes. Playfair supposed they were 
aqueducts for artificial irrigation. MacCulloch 
and Sir Thomas Dick Lauder supposed they 
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19 
were the shores of fresh water lakes. Darwin, 
and Robert Chambers considered the glens an 
ancient arm of the sea, and the terraces were 
periods of rest in the upheaval of the land. 
Agassiz and Geikie inclined to MacCulloch's 
theory, and referred the lake to the glacial period 
when two large glaciers came down from Ben 
Nevis. 

Antiquaries are often reproached with dissi-
pating glamour and romance, but they never 
did anything so cruel as the geologists in this 
instance ha,ve done by dispelling the romantic 
and patriotic theories held in past times regard-
ing these famous " Roads," and proving to a 
demonstration that they were only made by 
Nature and not by man! 

"Lochaber, 4th September 1769. 
" M y Lord,— 

" Two days ago I was viewing the 
noblest monument of antiquity in the world, and 
perhaps the oldest, the pyramids of Egypt, or 
any other remains of antient art and grandeur, 
not excepted. I am persuaded there is nothing 
in any part of the world now to be seen that, 
can compare with the remains of the antient 
roads of communication between Badenoch and 
Lochaber for antiquity, greatness, and: regularity. 
These wonderful monuments only appear where 
the glens are close at the bottom and the hills 
steep and by nature of bad passage. There is 
the appearance of one of these roads to be seen 
on the side of every hill in the neighbourhood 
of Glenroy, but the most remarkable place to 
see them is Glenroy. There are in this glen 
three roads, one above another on each side the 

glen: the uppermost at the head of the glen 
begins on a level with the bottom of the glen 

in that place, and preserves a level, by which 
it rises by degrees higher up the side of the 
hill. In the middle of the glen the lowest is 
above a quarter of a mile from the river or 
bottom of the glen; the second about 300 yards 
above the first; and the third about 80 or 100 
yards above the second; and seem now to look 
as like three terraces of a prodigious length in 
an immense sloping garden long ago fallen to 
ruin. They begin on the Badenoch side where 
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20 
the level part of the country ends. There is 
but one at first, but as the glen grows narrower 
and the hills steeper there comes in a second, 
and then a third. They everywhere seem to 
preserve the level, by which they come to be 
very high, up at the foot of the glen. I am not 
sure of the length, but think them from twelve 
to twenty measured miles. Where they en-
counter with little glens or prominent snouts of 
hills they go quite round everything to preserve 
their level, and never go up and down, such 
like the moderns, to the inconvenience of 
travelling, especially for carriages, and some 
times to the real lengthening of the road. When 
they come down near the foot of the glen, where 
the country begins to open into Lochaber, they 
land on broad low hills of easy declivities, where 
we first lose one, then a second; and when they 
advanoe where the hill is pretty flat, we lose 
the third, and cannot find there the least vestige 
of the ground being ever touched. If they 
happen by the way to come out to a part of the 
hill more flat than, common, we always lose one 
or two of the roads, only while that partial level 
or flat continues and no longer. I walked a 
great way on each of the three roads, the north 
side of Glenroy; and nothing can be more agree-
able than travelling on them, they are so very level. 
Where they are anything entire, they are now 
full twenty yards broad. I am astonished I 
never heard of these wonderful roads till I saw 
them. I could not imagine at first what such a 
strange appearance meant. I made all the 
enquiry about them I could, and some said they 
were made by the giants, others that they were 
made for hunting, and) such nonsense. When I 
first saw them I immediately conjectured they 
were made for the convenience of an army to 
rush at once through from the one country to 
the other, timeously to oppose the invasions of 
the Norwegians and their other enemies. I can 
easily conceive the reason of their being on 
each side of the glen. The snow is often so deep 
on one side that no creature could pass when 
the other side is free by the wind blowing 
against it, and so driving off the snow; but I 
cannot so easily assign a reason for there being 
three on each side, of so great breadth, as that 
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must have been such a vast work to make. The 
most probable reason I can give for so many 
on a side is, when an enemy invaded, I will 
suppose Lochaber, it would be prudent to drive 
the whole cattle of the country out of the way 
before the enemy seized them, or the people of 
Badenoch, Strathspey, &c., could come to defend 
them. In that case, if such a prodigious number 
of cattle were to meet the army and all their 
implements of war, it would breed great con-
fusion, as the hills in some plaoe3 are so steep 
that the cattle could' not travel on them with 
any speed without a road, much less could the 
people that attend) the cattle with all their 
necessaries; but when there were several roads 
they could easily pass and repass one another. 
The reason of their keeping so high up the sides 
of the hills has been to shun the woods, boggy 
and spouty ground below. I had formed my 
plan of conducting roads something on the 
principle of these, but far short in perfection. 
Were I ever after to be employed in that way 
I would keep these roads always in my eye, by 
which, I believe, I could out-do everybody. 
These roads are so surprising a sight and leave 
so strong and lasting impression on the mind 
that I am persuaded there is no antient curiosity 
in the world so well worth seeing. I imagine 
they were made in the earliest and best times 
of the Scotch Highlanders; and I am at no 
difficulty to assert they .must have been then a 
glorious, a numerous, and well-governed people; 
and their country must have been well culti-
vated. I believe any considering person seeing 
these road's would pronounce them an impracti-
cable work for the present state of the High-
lands ; considering how ill they are provided 
with bread, how little inclination they have for 
work, how ill provided in tools and skill to use 
them; and how unfit the richer sort are for 
designing and executing such a work, who gener-
ally mind little but their cattle and their 
pleasure. I wish the consideration of what their 
forefathers and their country must have been 
would stimulate the bettor sort of all concerned 
to encourage the improvement of land and other 
branches of industry and happiness among the 
common people. Those wonderful roads appear 
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to be eo very antient tha t they are much older 
than to have been made for a communication 
between castles or plaoes of strength, of which 
there is a greater and lesser ru in in Lochaber 
and likewise in Badenoch ; bu t these a re evi-
dently more modern than these wonderful roads. 
They are so far wonderful t ha t the generality of 
superficial observers among gentry look upon 
them as the work of genii or something in the 
fabulous stile. If your Lordship, or any else, 
have not heard of these roads and will incline, 
I should examine anything concerning them 
whioh I have not mentioned above. A line for 
me to the care of the postmaster of Fort-Wil l iam 
will find me here this month to come. And 
nothing will be more acceptable than my Lord 
Findlater 's commands to your Lordship 's most 
obedient and most humble servant. 

" ( S i g n e d ) J O H N W I L L I A M S . " 

ROTHIEMAY PAPERS. 

Dr Cramond submitted a bundle of Rothiemay 
Papers, dated 1653—1703, which he int imated 
he was to gift to the Museum. They were as 
follows: — 

1. Warrand by James Gordon, parson of Rothie-
may, to Alexander Abernethie of Auchin-
cleich to deliver to M r John Reidfoord 
minister a t Aberchirder, 3 bolls meal and 
2 bolls bear.—5th. April 1677. 

2 Letters of Horning for delivering up t h e two 
Bands within mentioned to J o h n Reid and 
Elizabeth Hacket against the Sheriff-Prin-
cipal of Aberdeen and his deputies.—1684-. 

3 Petit ion of John Reid to His Majesty 's P r ivy 
Council against the sons of Mr James 
Gordon, parson of Rothiemay. 

4. Letter—John Gordon, Laird of Rothiemay, to 
the Laird of Blacktoune.—8th Nov. 1693. 

5. 8th June 1686.—Summons at instance of Isabel 
Hacket , liferentrix of Mayen, t o M r J a m e s 
Gordon of Whitemuire, minister of Rothie-
may ; Kathr ine Gordon, his spouse ; James, 
Alexander, and Lues Gordons, their sons, to 
find caution, surety, and lawborrows. 

6. Complaint against Laird of Rothiemay. 
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