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Thi s change would be readily effected by calling 
in t h e half-crowns, and issuing a new coin worth 
2 1/2d. , in place of t h e threepenny piece. The 
florin would t h e n be t h e t en th of a pound, the 
new coin the t en th of a florin, and a far thing 
t h e t en th of the new coin., probably called a 
cent. The shilling and sixpence would be re-
ta ined as the half and quar ter of a florin. 

A Florin would then be written as - - .1 
A Cent • - .01 
A Far thing - - . 0 0 1 

A n d t h e cost of a re turn t icket f rom Aberdeen 
t o London would bo £2.8, which we now write 
as £2 16s. 0d. 

H A B I T S O F W I L D A N I M A L S R E T A I N E D 
A F T E R D O M E S T I C A T I O N . 

There was then read a short paper, also by 
Rev. Dr Richards, in which h e criticised some 
of the theories pu t forward by Dr Milne as to 
habi ts of wild animals retained after domestica-
tion. I t was as fol lows:— 

A t the close of his interesting paper read on 
Apri l last year, Dr Milne invites observations 
f rom other members of the Field Club, and I 
therefore venture on sending a note on the sub-
ject. I do not by any means pretend to a 
knowledge of biology comparable to tha t of Dr 
Milne ; bu t I know enough of the scicnce, and 
of well-known professors of it, t o be aware that 
biology itself is a t present a very speculative 
and uncertain branch of learning ; and at the 
same t ime those unusually versed in it are 
peculiarly liable to state as facts what are really 
merely possibilities which have occurred to their 
scientific imaginations. Induction, or reasoning 
f rom part icular eases back to general principles, 
has no doubt been a most f rui t ful source of 
scientific progress in many respects ; but induc-
tion is at all times liable to error, and when it 
is used on too small a number of facts, its 
conclusions are as often, if not more often, 
wrong as right. 

I warn, therefore, the readers of Dr Milne's 
paper against the air of conviction with which 
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he enunciates many of his theories; and I will 
give an instance or two of what I mean. 

He tells us that horses are given to shy at 
great stones because their ancestors found that 
lions hid behind great stones to spring out upon 
them; and that this fear had come down to 
the horses of the present day. This we are 
told as a fact, and not, what it really is, as a 
fancy of what might be. Now let me examine 
this statement a little. 

Of course, we cannot know historically that 
horses specially feared lions behind great stones, 
because no man was present to see and to re-
cord the fact. But if we grant it for the sake 
of the argument only, what follows ? I 
am now in my seventieth year, and can 
well remember the beginning of railway travel-
ling. We used to pass horses grazing in the 
fields beside the railway, we habitually saw them 
startled by the train and hastening away with 
all speed from its neighbourhood. This effect 
of fear was an every day occurrence, and must 
have been seen by most of the elder members 
of the Field Club. But who ever sees such a 
thing now ? The horses look up with a sort of 
interest as the train rushes by them, but they 
go on grazing and take no further notice. This 
change has come about in, say, four or five 
generations. How, then, is it that the fear of a 
lion behind a stone has not disappeared in, say, 
200 generations ? May it not be t rue that 
some horses are nervous and shy at great stones 
just as they do at carriages, cattle, or even 
other horses that they happen to meet ? The 
fear of a lion may possibly, though very im-
probably, exist; but it should not be stated as 
a fact with no vestige of proof. 

Again Dr Milne tells us that the dog's turning 
round and round before lying down is due to 
its wild ancestor treading down the grass. This 
theory or guess was, I think, originated by 
Darwin, and I took it more or less for granted 
for some years. Then I had an opportunity for 
testing it to a certain extent. Prince Lucien 
Bonaparte, who at that time was a near neighbour 
of mine, as well as an intimate friend, had two 
dogs, the offspring of wild dogs in the forests 
of Mexico. They were taken as young puppies, 
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and t h e Prince being very fond of natural history 
took a special interest in them. These dogs, I 
thought , being themselves wild by birth, ought , 
if t h e theory were t rue , to practice the turning 
round in a special manner. As a fact neither 
I nor the Pr ince , whose at tent ion I called t o the 
mat te r , though we of ten saw them lie down, 
ever once saw them tu rn round previously to 
doing so. I t was a habi t which they neither 
inheri ted nor practised, and, so far as two ex-
amples can afford a proof, the theory which we 
have seen asserted as a fact without any evidence 
is also without foundation. 

On the motion of the Chairman, the thanks 
of the meet ing were recorded to Rev. Dr 
Richards for his papers. 

Thereaf te r , on the motion of Mr John Yeats, 
seconded by Mr J o h n Garden, Mr James Grant, 
solicitor, was appointed Treasurer of the Club, 
in room of Mr Gordon, late chief constable. 
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