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T H U R S D A Y , December 8, 1904. 

A N N U A L MEETING AT BANFF. 

The annual general meeting of the members of 
the Banffshire Field Club was held in the Town 
and County Club Buildings, Banff, to-night—Mr 
John Garden, draper, Banff, in the chair. 

On the motion of the Secretary, Mr Alex. 
Stuart, M.A., Schoolhouse, Alvah, was ad-
mitted a member of the Club. 

T R E A S U R E R ' S REPORT 
The Treasurer submitted abstract of accounts 

for the past year, showing a balance of £68 15s. 
in favour of the Club. 

Mr Hardie, bank agent, proposed a vote of 
thanks to Mr Grant for the trouble he had 
taken in keeping all monies intact and for the 
exhaustive statement he had given them of 
details. This was cordially given. 

T H E SECRETARY'S REPORT. 

The annual report of the Secretary was read 
as follows: — 

In presenting the 24th annual report, the 
Secretary feels that the past year has been a 
very successful one, and that the work accom-
plished will compare favourably with that of 
even our most successful years. We have had 
only four evening meetings. But the number 
of meetings held is not always a criterion of the 
amount of business transacted. So ample was 
the materials for discussion that often a large 
par t of the papers and sometimes whole papers 
had to be held as read. The consequence is 
that the printed Transactions promise to be of 
greater extent and not inferior in interest to 
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those of any former year. The annual meet-
ing, though technically the concluding meeting 
of the former year, is in reality the opening 
meeting of the coming session, and serves to 
give a tone to it. The outstanding feature of 
the annual meeting is the President 's address; 
and both the subject of the President 's address 
for session 1902-1903 and its t reatment were 
worthy of the occasion. The " Literature of 
Banffshire" is a title calculated to arouse our 
attention; and the extent of the subject, as 
unfolded by Mr Grant, was well fitted to excite 
astonishment The paper, so far f rom exhaust-
ing the subject, was only an introduction to a 
history of Banffshire literature, which we hope 
Mr Grant may some day wri te ; or, failing a 
history, let us a t least hope for a complete 
bibliography. Dr Cramond has made many 
important contributions to the history of Banff-
shire. But his three papers, which form the 
first instalment of our Transactions for 1903-04, 
are certainly the most important contribution 
that we have yet had from his pen. The next 
paper has a melancholy interest, as being the 
last contribution to our Club from the Rev. Dr 
Richards. He had sent a paper on "Mediocrity." 
But before I had time to read it he sent me the 
paper on Weights and Measures, which he said 
I might substitute as being more suitable for a 
Club like ours. At the same time he sent a 
criticism of Dr Milne's paper on the survival 
in domestic animals of habits acquired by them 
in their wild state. The paper on Mediocrity 
I have retained as a stand by, and will read i t 
some night when business may be slack. We 
shall miss Dr Richards' scientific contributions, 
always written in a clear, readable style, and on 
interesting topics. 

The next paper by Mr James Barclay on old 
Banff Wells, prior to the introduction of St 
Comb's and Burngrains, puts on record a great 
deal of interesting information that was even 
now somewhat difficult to obtain and would soon 
have been altogether lost. At the same meet-
ing we should have read papers by Dr Milne 
and Mr Buie ; but time did not permit of their 
being read That, however, is of less conse-
quence, as they were—with permission of the 
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writers—read at the joint meeting a t Elgin, the 
proceedings of which are very fully reported 
in our Transactions. 

The joint meeting was a very successful one, 
and was fairly representative of the associated 
Societies. The town of Elgin contains many 
objects of historical and archaeological interest, 
which were pointed out and explained by 
thoroughly competent leaders. The same may 
be said of the rural part of the excursion on 
Saturday, which introduced the excursionists to 
scenery scarcely to be matched in broad Scot-
land. The papers read a t the evening meeting 
were very interesting, and we have the good 
for tune t o have secured them all for our Trans-
actions, carefully revised by the writers. 

Seven new members have joined in course of 
the year, an addition that will probably more 
than compensate for any withdrawals. No 
ordinary member has died; but we have to de-
plore the death of two honorary members—Dr 
Richards, whose death has already been alluded 
to, and Mr Peter Burnett. Both have done 
good service to the Club, but in rather different 
ways. Indeed, the one may be said to have 
been the complement of the other. While Dr 
Richards wielded a facile pen in. the treatment 
of scientific subjects, Mr Burnett 's line was more 
in the line of object-lessons. H e was seen at 
his best in, the midst of his cabinets, from which 
he produced specimens in what seemed almost 
endless profusion, accompanying his action by 
oral explanations, generally concise and always 
to the point. While not unversed in the litera-
ture of science, his great book was the book of 
Nature itself, from which he could read with 
an ease and fluency that could have been ac-
quired only by close and unremitting applica-
t ion What will become of his collection, in 
the arrangement and preservation of which he 
bestowed such care, is not as yet very apparent. 
But it will be a shame if a strenuous effort is 
not put forth to secure it for the town. Mr 
Forbes, a former Presdent of our Club, has 
recently presented his geological collection to 
the Museum. The specimens are for the most 
part contained in two large glass cases an 
arrangement that will in all probability lead to 
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their being kept by themselves under the name 
of the Forbes collection. If Mr Burnet t ' s col-
lection could be kept together in the same way 
it would form a memorial of his scientific at-
tainments, his industry, and his skill such as 
very few scientific men can boast. 

One very important service Mr Burnet t was 
lately able to render to the town and t o science 
in superintending the removal of the Museum 
from the Academy Buildings and re-arranging 
it in its new quarters. This work required 
scientific knowledge, taste, and mechanical skill 
—all of which Mr Burnett possessed in a re-
markable degree. (Cheers.) 

Mr Grant, solicitor—I do not think it is 
necessary formally to adopt the Secretary's re-
p o r t ; I suppose by your applause i t has been 
adopted. With your permission. I would like 
to bring a proposal before the Club. Mr Tea t s 
in his report has made beautiful reference t o 
our friend Burnett, who so recently passed to 
the majority. No one, I should say, could do 
this better than the companion of Burnet t ' s 
many walks and excursions for the last forty 
years at least. I t has appeared to myself proper 
—and there is precedent for it—that we might 
resolve to record in the minutes of the Club an 
expression of the deep regret of the members 
at the death of Mr Peter Burnett, Banff for 
long an honorary member of this Club, who by 
his life-long labours did so much to illustrate 
the natural history of the North-East of Scot-
land, and to extend the boundaries of natural 
science in general; and we might also resolve to 
send to his widow and family an excerpt of this 
resolution of sincere sympathy with them in 
their bereavement. (Cheers.) We all of us here 
more or less knew Burnett. The love of Nature 
in Burnett was strong. I will not soon forget 
a very characteristic outburst on the part of 
Mr Burnett on one occasion when the burgh 
authorities innocently, in the hunt for road 
metal, encroached upon the Elf Kirk, and the 
burgh surveyor a t that time was somewhat non-
plussed when Mr Burnett reproached him 
The reason of Mr Burnett 's reproach was that 
ignorantly a very rare plant was being inter-
fered with in its habitat on the Elf Kirk. The 
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Scilla Verna, discovered on this coast in 1835 
by Mr Campbell Smith, "a pretty little plant 
with blue fragrant flowers, was being- ruthlessly 
evicted from its home; and I think my friend, 
the Secretary, was also a party with Mr Burnett 
in this remonstrance against the ignorant doings 
of the official of our city fathers here. I rather 
think Mr Burnett at that time very carefully 
transplanted such part of that very rare and 
interesting plant as ho could ; and so far it ha.s 
not been lost to us. Mr Burnett also took a 
great interest in the preservation of the people's 
rights, such as rights-of-way and old roads and 
maters of that kind. By pure observation he 
bad brought to the highest pitch a knowledge 
of the Flora and Fauna of the Nor th ; and 
carved for himself an assured place amongst 
naturalists in the North of Scotland. I think 
that can be said without fear of contradiction., 
and will be accepted by and by as a fact in 
connection with the evolution of science, parti-
cularly of natural science in the north-east of 
Scotland. One has only to refer to his unique 
collection of the Moray Firth shells. I forget 
how many new species he discovered; but I am 
safe in saying he discovered three at least; and 
I am safe in saying also that many a professor 
in our Universities in Britain would think it 
a great feather in their cap if that could be 
said about them. Mr Yeats has truly said that 
Burnett 's book was the book of Nature. 
Burnett did not write a book ; he did better;— 
he observed, he collected, and his collection was 
more eloquent than most written books. _ I 
might also refer to the great interest and kind-
ness which he displayed towards Banff students 
who went from our Academy to prosecute their 
studies at the Universities. Those of them who 
turned their attention to natural history and 
the scientific side of their studies found Burnett 
an invaluable friend, and they at any rate of 
the community of Banff recognised Burnett s 
greatness. Our Secretary has alluded also to 
the invaluable and priceless servioes which Bur-
nett gave us in removing the treasures in the 
Museum from the old buildings to the new. I 
remember I had some little official connection 
with the matter, and indirectly I was able in a 
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manner , with, t h e h e l p of m y f r i end , M r Y e a t s , 
to enlist M r B u r n e t t i n th is , and I a m safe in 
saying t h a t had we n o t h a d M r B u r n e t t t.o do 
th i s i t could n o t h a v e been done , a n d m a n y of 
our priceless t r easures would h a v e gone un-
recognised by t h e o rd ina ry l ayman , and wou ld 
have been lost t o us. L ike mos t t r u e scientists, 
B u r n e t t was simple i n his tastes, m o d e s t a n d 
loveable in his na tu re . W e shall, I fear , i n 
th i s Club be long before we see h i s l ike again . 
(Hear, hear , and cheers.) 

M r Hard ie , bank agent , said—I have g r e a t 
pleasure in seconding M r Gran t ' s mot ion . I 
knew the late M r Burne t t very well. I o f t e n 
used t o mee t him when I h a d occasion t o b a t h e 
very early in the mornings. H e was a lways 
waiting the arrival of t h e fishermen's boa t s o r 
the salmon fishermen's boat , and if t h e r e was 
anything a t all h e was sure t o lay hold of i t . 
H e was one of the mos t loveable of men ; he 
was alwa,ys ready t o oblige any one w h o wished 
t o see his collection. I r e m e m b e r I was only a 
very short t ime here when a f r iend of mine, 
who has departed recent ly , t h e late D r M ' L e o d , 
of Kilmarnock, was on a t h r e e days ' visi t a long 
with me, and he said he would l ike very much 
if I could take him to a n y person w h o had a 
collection of interest ing shells o r fossils. I 
made inquiry, and I found out Mr B u r n e t t . 
I h e doctor went t o M r B u r n e t t ' s house and 
spent a whole n i g h t ; B u r n e t t received h i m as 
any one would expect t o receive ano ther scien-
tist, and the doctor told me tha t he never spen t 
a bet ter or more agreeable evening in his l ife. 
H e said certainly if he ever came back aga in 
t o Banff he would renew his acquain tance wi th 
M r Burne t t . I have very g rea t pleasure in 
seconding the motion, and I am sure I a m ex-
pressing the unanimous feel ing of this mee t ing 
when I say t h a t Mr Gran t has t rea ted his sub-
jec t in a most admirable and in t e re s t ing 
manner . (Cheers.) 

T h e motion was unanimously and cordially 
agreed to. 

PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS. 

T h e Pres iden t ' s re t i r ing address was read as 
follows: — 
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