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The following paper was thereafter submitted 
by the Chairman, Mr James Grant. 

BANFFSHIRE ROADS DURING THE FIRST 
HALF OF THE 18TH CENTURY. 

From a perusal of the public documents belong-
ing to the County Council of Banffshire, the 
oldest on© of which dates from the year 1696, 
i t will bo found that it was not until the year 
1718 that the authorities gave any attention to 
the publio roads and bridges of the county. 
The Statute-Book of Scotland shows that a 
wonderfully complete code of law for the man-
agement and maintenance of publio highways 
throughout Scotland had been enacted in the 
reign of Charles the Second. There are, how-
ever, no extant county records to show how 
Banffshire was affected thereby prior to 1696. 
From tha t year until 1718 (with the exceptions 
aftermentioned) no county movement was made 
in the making or improvement of any publio 
roads. County government was then more or 
less taken up with voting to the Sovereign an 
annual land tax on the £79,200 Scots of valued 
rent within the shire. 

The two exceptions are a reference in 1696 
to a deduction of 800 lb. from the county cess 
for the " Bridge of Done," and the following 
reference to the highways in the parishes of 
Alvah, Forglcn, Banff, and Boyndie contained 
in a minute of the Commisioners of Supply of 
25th May 1710:—"The Commyrs forsd, as 
Justices of Peace, remitts to Carnousie, Mon-
blairie, Rosieburne, and Collynevart, elder and 
yer., or any three of them, to visit the high-
wayes leading throw the parishes of Alvah, 
fforgland, and to repair them and make qt re-
port they find necessary to the next grail meet-
ing of the Justices. The Justices pnt recomends 
to Edingeith, elder, Collynevart, Provest Mark, 
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Raggall, and Baldavie to visit the highway be-
twixt Blairshinnach and Baldavie, and to get 
the help of the parish of Boindie and Banff for 
repairing the same as the sd. comity shall find 
it necessary." 

Scotland was in, 1718 emerging from the 
troubles of the rising in 1715 under the Earl of 
Mar, in favour of the exiled Stuaxts, a rising 
which much more seriously affected Banffshire 
than the subsequent one of 1745. There can be 
no doubt that the improvement of the high-
ways of Scotland then came to be an important 
part of the policy of the British Parliament in 
bringing about the settlement of the country. 
The Acts 2 Geo. I , c. 22, passed in 1715, and 
5 Geo. I, c. 30, passed in 1718, which last in 
effect re-enacted the Code of Charles the 
Second, set the authorities of Banffshire in 
motion in the matter of roads and bridge-
building ; and the period u n d e r review was 
marked by the gradual introduction of wheeled 
traffic, in place of the hitherto universal horse 
with " curracks," or " crook-saddle." 

In that year the Justices of Peace met a t 
Banff on the 15th day of May, under the presi-
dency of Lord Deskford. There were present— 
" My Lord Deskfoord, My Lord fforglan, Coll. 
Grant, Glassagh, Carron, Elchies, Kinnairdy." 
The proceedings at this and subsequent meet-
ings in inaugurating and carrying on the county 
management of roads and bridges may be of 
sufficient interest to warrant a verbatim narra-
tive in some detail, while the local interest 
attaching to the making of particular roads and 
to the building of particular bridges may excuse 
a fairly detailed chronicle of these : — 

" The saids Justices of Peace, considering tha t 
by sevsrall Acts of Parliament they are ap-
pointed to cause the highwayes and ridges in 
their rexive shyres to be repaired, and tha t the 
highwayes wtin the shyre of Banff are gener-
ally neglected and in many places in ye winter 
impassable, for repairing the same and prevent-
ing the lyke afterward, they appoint and or-
dain the Justices of Peace of each district, wt 
the Constables of each parioch, to survey all the 
public roads wtin the haill parioches of the 
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sd. shyre such as lead to the head burgh of the 
shyre, any seaport town wtin, the shyre, to ye 
parioch churches, and all oyr public places, and 
when the sds roads are not twenty foot broad, 
as appointed by ye 38 Act, 1 Sess. 1 Par. Cha., 
2 d , and head rigg & casey, or where the re-
pairing of calseys or ridges is needfull, and 
to report the same and in what condition they 
are presently and what mony will be requird 
for making them sufficient by and attour the 
services which each Parioch are obligd to give 
by law: and in the meantyme appoint the 
Justices of Peace t o cause the constables over-
see and sett about mending such of the sds high-
wayes as can be repaird by the services due by 
ye rexive parioches by law, and to interpose 
their authority for putting the laws in execuon 
agt. such as are negligent in attending & asist-
ing to repair the sd. highwayes by the intimaon 
of any two the Justices of the Peace at the 
rexive parioch churches: And recommend it 
to Glassaugh and ffarsken and Troup to oversee 
the repairing the ways wtin the District Banff 
and Cullen and all below Keith, and to Carron, 
Coll. Grant, and Captain James Grant to over-
see the repairing the highwayes of the shyre 
above Kei th ." . . . . 

" DESKFOORD. 

I t may be useful at this point to give a brief 
resume of the public statute law bearing on 
publio highways, as it then existed. The Act of 
1661, chap. 38, above referred to by the 
Justices, renewed in the same terms the Act of 
1617, chap. 8. I t gave power to Justices of the 
Peace to mend highways and bridges, to and 
f rom any market town or seaport; and to 
punish those that injured them. I t declared 
the breadth of the highways to market towns 
to be 20 feet in breadth at the least, and those 
of larger breadth to remain so. S u c h roads were 
to be maintained by the Justices of the Peace, 
as well as all other ways from any town to the 
Parish Church. Power was given to report to 
the Council for new roads, and to punish those 
who refused their services to mend highways 
and bridges. 

Those two Acts were followed by the Act 
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1669, chap. 16, which appointed the Sheriff and 
one of his deputes, being a heritor, and the 
Justices of the Peace to meet on the first Tues-
day of May yearly, and to make up a list of 
the highways, bridges, and ferries, to divide 
the parishes, and t o name overseers with power 
to them to call on tenants, cottars, and servants, 
by intimation a t t he Parish K i rk to convene 
for the repairing of the highways, with power 
to name someone t o direct the rest, and t o 
appoint such overseers' wages. The days for 
working were not to exceed 6 days for man 
and horse yearly for the first three years, and 
4 days yearly thereafter, between bereseed and 
hay time or harvest. The Justices of the Peace 
were given power to poind for absence 20 shil-
lings Soots for a man and 30 shillings for man 
and horse, and therewith t o hire others. If t he 
absents had no goods, the Justices were em-
powered to punish them in their persons. I t 
was enacted that the highways be 20 feet broad 
at least, or broader if so before, and t he Justices 
were empowered to change roads a t t he sight 
of three of their number, and t o estimate the 
damage which was to be satisfied by the whole 
shire. The Justices of the Peace were ordained 
to meet each fortnight during J u n e and Ju ly 
to enforce the Act for 3 years af ter the statute, 

with power to visit ferries and appoint bridges 
and landing places. They were also ordained 
to meet yearly on the first Tuesday of J u n e to 
stent the heritors of the shire t o an amount not 
exceeding 10 shillings Scots upon each £100 
Soots of valued rent, and to account therefor a t 
the Michaelmas Head Court. T h e Act 1670, 
chap. 9, allowed the t ime for working a t the 
roads to be any t ime ill the year, seed t ime and 
harvest excepted, and allowed Justices of the 
Peace to dispense with the at tendance of per-
sons at a distance on paying 6s. yearly for every 
man. and 12s. for every horse t o be expended 
on substitutes. The Act of 1686, c. 8, authorised 
the Commissioners of Supply to act along with 
the Justices of Peace. 

In 1715 the Act 2, George I . , c. 22, and 
in 1718 t he Act 5 George 1., c. 30, 
above referred to, were passed. These 
two Acts re-enacted the Code of Charles 
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the Second, with the following variations. They 
abolished the powers of the Council of Scot-
land, which no longer existed in its old form. 
The statute labour was fixed at 3 days before 
the end of June and 3 days after harvest. 
Those absent f rom the statute labour were liable 
to pay 18d. for each day they were absent with-
out a substitute. Surveyors, who were bound 
to accept office under a penalty of £5, were 
ordered to report every six months. These 
enactments set not only the Banffshire authori-
ties but also the county authorities throughout 
Scotland in motion. 

Lord Deskford, who presided at the meeting 
on. 15th May 1718, was the eldest son of the 
Chancellor Earl of Findlater and Seafield. He 
was born in 1689, and succeeded to his father's 
estate and titles as 5th Lord Findlater in 1734. 
As Lord Deskford, or rather Deskfoord, as he 
writes it in his large and beautiful handwriting, 
ho took an active par t in the government of 
t he county f rom 1709 to 1721; and was almost 
invariably elected preses of every county meet-
ing that he attended. His father had been one 
of the strongest supporters of the Revolution 
settlement, and had carried the Union of the 
Parl iaments of Scotland and England, though 
later in 1713, owing t o his disapproval of the 
Malt Tax as applied to Scotland, and of other 
measures passed by t he United Parliament, he 
had moved and nearly carried in the Lords its 
repeal. Af te r the death of Queen Anne on 1st 
August 1714, and on the breaking out of the 
Rebellion of 1715, Lord Deskford's loyalty to 
t he new Government, for what definite reasons 
I cannot find, was suspected ; and he was for 
a short t ime confined a prisoner in Edinburgh 
Castle. H e had previously presided at a meet-
ing of Commissioners of Supply of the County 
of Banff held on 15th August 1714, twelve days 
af ter the Queen's death, and after the news of 
it had travelled north. At that meeting steps 
were taken, on the recommendation of the 
Lords of Justiciary, to put the county in a posi-
t ion of defence should any rising in the High-
lands in favour of the exiled Stuarts, as was 
apprehended, take place. This would be all in 
favour of the sincerity of his loyalty. I t is to 
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be noted, however, that during that year none 
of the Commissioners of Supply or Justices of 
the Peace of the County took the oath of 
allegiance to King George. On the other hand, 
the cess was voted and collected for the Hano-
varian King ; and on 1st September 1714- t he 
Commissioners of Supply, a t a. meeting from 
which Deskford was absent, minute that those 
present would have " qualified ymselves and 
given orders to others, but the want of a Clerk 
impeded them." The t ru th would seem to be 
that, contemporaneous with the right-about face 
movement of the Earl of Mar, who acclaimed 
George's accession in 1711 and raised the 
standard for the Stuarts on 6th September 1715, 
everybody in Scotland was more or less suspect. 
We find Deskford presiding at a meeting of the 
Commissioners of Supply of the County on 15th 
May 1716. To him more than to any one we 
owe the progressive policy of road management 
inaugurated in this county in 1718. On succeed-
ing to his father he was in 1734 appointed one 
of the Lords of the Police, and three years 
later he was appointed Vice-Admiral of Sect-
land. H e died a t Cullen House on 9th July 
1764. 

On the 15th day of May 1719 the Justices 
again met at Banff under the presidency of 
Lord fforglan. There were present : — " My 
Lord fforglan, Provost Scott, Kinairdy, 
Troup, Eldr, and Kincardine." That day 
Troup Elder called attention to the building of 
a bridge in St Fergus parish (a parish long 
administered as an integral part of Banffshire) 
by William ffraser of Broadland, and the 
meeting agreed to pay Broadland his outlay. 
In regard to the maintenance of the highways 
of the county the Justices further resolved as 
follows:—"The saids Justices of Peace, all the 
heritors, and others within the shyre of Banff 
to cause their respective tennents and sevtts 
cleanse the highways of stones and repair the 
same in the terms of the acts of parliatt and 
their former acts made thereanent, and appoint 
intimaons to be made publicly through the 
shyre for that effect. ALEXR. O G I L V I E . " 

Lord Forglen, who was usually chosen preses 
of the meetings of the Commissioners of Supply 
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in the absence of My Lord Deskford, was the 
second son of the second Lord Banff, and is 
said to have been b o m about 1660. H e studied 
law, and became ail advocate. On 13th March 
1700 he got sasine of the family lands of Forglen 
and par t of Inchdrewer. In 1701 he was 
created a Baronet , with the style of Sir Alex-
ander Ogilvie of Forglen. H e sat in the Scots 
Pa r l i amen t f rom 1702 unti l the Union in 1707 
as Commissioner for t he Royal Burgh of Banff, 
and it was made a condition of his election early 
that- year tha t he should receive no p a y ; and 
tha t he should " p r o c u r e ane letter f rom the 
Duck of Gordone tha t hie Grace is satisfied 
Forglen is his f r iend ." Owing no doubt t o the 
influence of his powerful relative, the Chan-
cellor Ear l of Seafield, he eschewed the Jacobite 
tendencies of t he House of Gordon, and received 
in consequence rapid advancement. A t a meet-
ing of Commissioners of Supply of Banffshire 
on 15th October 1702 he took t he oaths of allegi-
ance to Queen Anne. H e actively supported 
t he Union of the Parliaments, and was appointed 
one of t h e Commissioners for the Treaty. On 
25th March 1706 he was made a Judge of the 
Court of Session, and took t he t i t le of Lord 
Forglen. I t was no doubt owing to his influ-
ence t ha t his brother, tho thi rd Lord Banff, an 
ardent Jacobite and Roman Catholic, came into 
l ine with the Government. In the troubled 
times a f t e r t he death of Queen Anne, on 1st 
August 1714, he took an active pa r t in the 
county government of Banffshire. H e was 
present a t t h e meet ing of Commissioners of 
Supply when t h e cess was voted on 14th August 
1714, and when measures were taken, to put the 
county in a state of defence against an appre-
hended rising in t h e Highlands in favour of 
the Stuarts. H e presided a t a special meeting 
of Commissioners of Supply and Justices of the 
Peace on 1st September 1714, when, owing to 
the death of the Just ice of Peace Clerk, Patrick 
Leslie of Melross, he was asked to write Lord 
Findla ter tha t those present " would have 
qualified ymselves and given orders to oyrs, but 
t h e want of a Clerk impeded them." H e was 
present at t he meet ing on 15th May 1716, af ter 
t h e rising had been, pu t down, when the cess 
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was imposed; and down to 1723 he took an 
active part in the county government. H e had 
a son, Captain Alexander Ogilvie; and his 
grandson, Sir Alexander Ogilvie, became seventh 
Lord Banff. His widow marr ied Sir Alexander 

Reid of Barra. H e died in 1727. 
The more or less general orders and the 

directions of the Justices in 1718 and 1719 do 
not seem to have been very effective. W e see 
that in 1718 the county was roughly divided in to 
two Districts, an Upper and a Lower one, much 
as it is at present ; and tha t the roads, which 
appear to have been in a very bad condition, 
in each district were put under the general 
direction of three heritors, who gave their 
services gratuitously. This did not obtain long. 

The tentative division into two distr icts was 
given up in 1721. A salaried general overseer, 
as well as more stringent and more detailed re-
gulations for road management, together with 
funds from a county road rate, were soon found 

to be necessary if the highways were to be 
effectually made and repaired, and, if necessary, 
bridges were to be built. The county authori-
ties were ready to press these reforms forward. 

On the 6th October 1721 the Commissioners 
of Supply of the county met a t Banff, under the 
presidency of Lord Deskford. There were 

present "My Lord Deskfoord, Sr Alexr. Ogilvy 
of fforglan, Alex. Abercromby of Glassaugh, 
Mr Andrew Hay of Monblary." 

"The sd day the sds Commissioners, taking t o 
their considera'n that the Comissrs & oyrs 
wtin this shyre are lyable to be prosecute for 
their remissness in not repairing the highwayes 
and roads in the terms of the sevll Acts of 
Parl iat made theranent, Doo therfor ordain 
intimaones to be issued out of t he sevll paroch 
churches wtin this shyre requireing all heretors, 
Commssrs of Supply, and Justices of the Peace, 
and others lyable to repair the highwayes to meet 
a t t Banff upon ffryday the thirteenth, instant 
in order to consider the most effectuall measures 
for repairing the sds highwayes in t he termes of 
the Acts of Parliat made thereanent , and 
likewayes appoint the Constables of each paroch 
to attend the sd Court and give in par(ticu)lar 
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account of such roades and bridges as want to 
be repaired wtin their respective paroches, and 
ordaines the expense of this present intimaon 
to be payed out of the first fonds to be ap-
pointed for the reparaon of the sds highwayes. 

D E S K F O O R D . " 

A week later the Commissioners of Supply of 
Banffshire, who were the sole authority in the 
county entitled to impose a rate, and heritors 
met at Banff on 13th October 1721, 
under the presidency of Lord Deskford: "Present 
—My Lord Deskfoord, My Lord fforglan, the 
Lairds of Bracco, Glassaugh, Ardmellie." They 
recommended the imposition of a road rate, ap-
pointed a salaried general overseer, and drew 
u p the following code of road management for 
the county:— 

" T h e Comysrs of Supply and heretors, hav-
ing met in obedience of there last Act, dated 
the sixth day of Octr. instant, and takeing to 
their consideration, and being fully informed 
f rom the respective pairts of the shyre that i t 
is absolutely impossible to make the necessary 
reparaons of the highwayes wtout imposeing the 
t en shillings Scots upon each hundred pounds 
valued rent allowed by Act of Parliament, and 
appointing a grail (general) overseer as wel as 
the particular ones in each paroch, they did 
unanimously come to the following resolutiones: 

"Resolved: That two pence halfpenny sterl. 
be collected quarterly upon each hundred 
pound valued rent wt the Cess ay and while the 
necessary reparaones be made, and that the sd 
two pence halfpenny doe commence to be 
payed the first of December next with that 
terms cess, and that the Clerk of Supply issue 
out intimaones conforme. 

"Resolved: That whoever shall be named 
the Generall Surveyor be allowed of salary one 
hundred pounds Soots p. annum, and half-a-
croun a day whenever he shall be oblidged to 
travell bwn (between) or attend the sds works, 
and that the sallary commence from the 15 day 
of May next. 

" Resolved : That out of the first and readiest 
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of sa id m o n e y t h e r e b e f o u r p r e t t y l a r g e s w a y e s 
a n d e i g h t h a n d g a v e l o c k s , t w e l f p u l a y e s a n d 
twelf y r o n s p a d e s b e s p o k e a n d b o u g h t . 

" R e s o l v e d : T h a t t h e r b e t w o o v e r s e e r s a p -
p o i n t e d i n e a c h p a r o c h , w h o a r e t o a t t e n d t h e 
w o r k m e n of t h e sa id p a r o c h e s d a y a b o u t b y 
t u r n s , w h o sha l l b e p u t t o n o a t h t o g i v e a n e 
a c c o u n t of a l l p e r s o n s o b l i d g e d t o w o r k b y A c t 
of P a r l i a m e n t , t h a t w h e n t h e y sha l l b e a b s e n t 
f o r a w h o l e d a y o r a n y p a r t y r o f , t h e y m a y b e 
f y n e d acco rd ing ly . 

" R e s o l v e d : T h a t b e t w i x t a n d t h e d a y 
of —— t h e Sess ion C l e r k s a n d E l d e r s of e a c h 
p a r o c h doe g ive i n a l i s t of a l l t e n n e n t s , t h e i r 
m e n se rvan t s , co t t a r s , c r o f t e r s , & grassmen , 
(Lords and b o y e s t h a t d r i v e s h o r s e s e x c e p t e d , 
e x c e p t such as h a d e t h e p l o u g h a n d t h r e s h e s ) 
w t i n t h e i r r e sp i t ve p a r o c h e s , t h a t i t m a y b e 
t h e m o r e easily k n o w n w h o s h a l l a b s e n t t h e m -
selfes f r o m w o r k i n g a t t t h e r o a d s a f t e r t h e 
pub l i c i n t i m a o n shal l b e g i v e n f o r a t t e n d a n c e . 

R e s o l v e d : T h a t w h e r a n y B r i d g e o r 
caulseys t o be m a d e w t i n a n y p a r o c h t h e t e n n e n t s 
of t h e sd p a r o c h shal l load t h e s t o n e s , l y m e , 
sand, a n d o t h e r m a t e r i a l l s n e c e s s a r y f o r t h e 
same, and t h e l y m e a n d m a s s o n w o r k i s o n l y t o 
b e p a y e d o u t of t h e gene raU c h a r g e . 

"Reso lved : T h a t w h e r B r i d g e o r C a u l s e y i s 
to be m a d e on t h e conf ines of t w o p a r o c h e s 
t h a t bo th p a r o c h e s shal l c o n t r i b u t e e q u a l l y f o r 
l o a d i n g s tone lyme , s a n d , a n d o y r m a t e r i a l l s 
neoes sa ry f o r t h e s a m e , a n d t h e l y m e a n d m a s s o n 
w o r k t o b e payed as above . 

" Resolved: T h a t W i l i a m S y m e , M e r c h a n t 
in B a n f f , be a p p o i n t e d o v e r s e e r f o r t h e s p a c e 
of a y e a r , a n d t h a t h e p r o v i d e t h e swayes , gave-
locks , pu les , a n d spades as a b o v e ; a s a l so 
t h e l is ts f r o m t h e svall Sess ion C l e r k s of t h e 
r e s p i v e p a r o c h e s as above ; as a l so t h a t w i t h 
al l c o n v e n i e n c y h e doe i n f o r m e h i m s e l f of t h e 
p r o p r e s t p e r s o n s in each p a r o c h t o b e a p -
p o i n t e d o v e r s e e r s t h e r m ; a n d t h a t b y t h e ad-
v i c e of t h e H e r i t o r s in each p a r o c h h e r e v i e w 
a n d c o n s i d e r a l l t h e p u b l i c k r o a d s i n e a c h p a r o c h 
a n d w h a t B r i d g e s a n d C a u l s e y e s wi l l b e n e e d f u l l 
i n e a c h p a r o c h , a n d cal l w o r k m e n t o k n o w w h a t 
expense will b e n e e d f u l l a b o v e t h e m a t e r i a l l s 
c h a r g e a b l e u p o n t h e p a r o c h , a n d t o p r e p a r e a 
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state therof agst the 15 day of May next, for 
which paines and expenses the Commissioners 
present promise him payment and a sufficient 
reward. 

"Resolved: That as he passes by the sds 
highwayes he doe take notice where encroach-
ments are made upon the sds highwayes, ether 
for want of head ridges or by bringing doun 
the ends of ridges too farr upon the highwayes, 
and tha t the sd Wiliam Syme doe issue out 
intimaon in name of the sds Commissioners 
requireing all persons to observe the directions 
given by them anent the highwayes and repara-
ons to be made, and likewayes that intimaones 
be given, for cleanseing the roads of all loose 
stones. 

"Resolved: That, wheras there is nothing-
more destructive to all maner of improvement 
than throwing doun ditches, dykes, and hedges, 
makeing foot roads and cutting of planting, 
Ordered that the intimaone be issued out in the 
termes of the Acts of Parliament made ther-
anent, and that the penaltyes shall be rigorously 
exacted and applyed to the Reparaon of the 
Highwayes. 

Resolved : That intimaons be issued to air 
paroches for loading of stones, sand, and lyme 
for all Bridges that are already built for keep-
ing them in order, and likewayes that intima-
ones be made for carying stones and sand t o 
such Caulseyes and Bridges wher ther is an 
absolute necessity of repairing or new building 
And it is hereby declaired that the expenses of 
writeing and disperseing the haill above inti-
maones and all other necessary expenses anent 
t he haill premises to be waired out by the said 
Wiliam Syme are to be allowed to him. 

" D E S K F O O R D , P . " 

At the Head Court of the shire, held on 
the 16th May 1722, under the presidency of 
Lord Forglen,—-" Present : Lord fforglan, Glas-
saugh, Achoynany, Kynairdy, Provost Stewart, 
Mountblairy,' '—the Commissioners of Supply 
imposed for the first time on each £100 of valued 
rent of the county ten shillings Scots, as allowed 
by Act of Parliament for repairing the high-
ways of the county. This rate, amounting to 
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l0d. sterling, with the exception of a short in-
terval following the troubled t imes of 1745, viz., 
from 1747 to 1750, continued to be imposed 
every year until t h e year 184—, and annually 
yielded the sum of £33 sterling. This may 
appear a small sum, but , coupled with the 
statute labour, it was, unti l 1804, apar t f rom 
private effort, all t ha t was available for t he 
making and maintenance of the roads and 
bridges within the county. T h e rate produced 
a fund from which the general overseer was 
paid, tools for road making and materials and 
skilled labour for bridge building and causey-
ing of bad parts of roads were purchased, and 
the records of the county show that , though 
small, this road rate went far and produced 
wonderful results. 

The first general overseer,William Syme, Senior 
Bailie of Banff, did not continue in office long. 
At this same Head Court he gave in his re-
signation, and for some t ime no successor was 
appointed. In terms of the resolution of 13th 
October 1721, the following parish overseers, 
who were to give their services for nothing, 
were appointed on 16th May 1722 to superintend 
the highways in each parish : — 

For the paroch of Gamrie — Laird of Troup 
(Alex. Garden) and William Duff. 

Banff and Alvah—Bachlaw (William Ogilvie), 
Alexr. Bisset, and Alex. Mill. 

Forgland—Geo. Robertson in Ribra. 
Sir James Dunbar, Glassaugh (Alexr. 

Boyndie— Abercrombie), Tillinaught (Archi-
ffordyce— bald Dunbar) and Geo. Mackie 

J (Lord Deskford's factor). 
Deskfoord—Drumwhindle (John Gordon). 
Raffan—Ranas (Chas. Hay) and ffindochty (John 

Ord). 
Bellie—Laird of Buckie (George Gordon). 
Ordewhill—Mr Coupland 
Marnoch, Rothemey, and Inverkethny — Ard-

melly (Peter Gordon), Mr Hamiltoun, and 
Glassaugh (Alexr. Abercrombie). 

Grange and Keith—Edengeith (John limes), 
Muriefold (Thomas Innes), Pe te r Gordon, 
Bonhall. 
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Pi t t r i f fn i e - Lesmurdie (Alexr. Stuart) Recletich 
Mortlach— (Robert Gumming), and Tullich 

) (James Leslie). 
Skirdustan— ) Laird of Arndille (Thomas Grant), 
Boharm— f Anderson of Newtoun. 
Inneravine—Colonel Grant and Tomnavillian 

(John Grant). 
Kirkmichall—James Grant of Ruthven. 

The detached parish of St Fergus in Buchan 
is not mentioned in the above list, but for long 
the roads of that parish were managed by the 
Banffshire county authorities. 

The more particular duties of these parish 
overseers were to convene the country people 
to work on, the roads, and to oversee them 
They were also directed to give in an account 
in writing of the work so done on the roads and 
of the people who were deficient in coming 
out to perform the statute labour, so that de-
ficients might be prosecuted. They were also 
empowered to procure the tools necessary for 
such work as was being carried on. 

From the minute of meeting of the Commis-
sioners of Supply of 2nd May 1723, when there 
were present—"My Lord fforglen, Troup, yer.. 
Kinairdy, Auchoynany, Edengeith, yer., Les-
mufdy, Provost Stuart, Tulloch, Montblery"— 
a glimpse is got- of the indefiniteness of the 
lines of roads leading through the county. I t 
is therein stated that they appoint " the rexive 
heretors to stop the byways leading through their 
lands that travellers may keep the public roads, 
and appoint them to give in lists of the trans-
gressors that go by the sd byways that they may 
be prosecuted." At this meeting the Collector 
was ordered t o disburse the first highway money 
specifically voted for roads, and the honour be-
longs to Auchoynany (Thomas Grant), the patron 
of James Fergusson, the astronomer, who was 
repaid £4 12s. Scots "very profitably laid out by 
him for repairing the highways in the paroch 
of Boharm. 

I t is not to be inferred from the resignation 
of the general overseer and the appointment of 
parish overseers that the system of road mak-
ing in the county was of a parochial nature. 
The Justices and Commissioners of Supply had 
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a well defined policy of road and br idge build-
ing and maintenance; and the lines of roads 
authorised had a very definite relation t o the 
needs of the population of the county. Natur-
ally the roads in the lower end of t he county 
which was more populous than, the upper end 
received more attention a t first. T h e following 
minute of date 24th September 1723 is the first 
one that deals with the particular lines of road 
that were required by the authorit ies t o be 
made out and maintained by the statute labour, 
and these roads, though not in the exact lines, 
Temain to the present day main thoroughfares 
in the county. A t this meeting there were 
present—" Glassaugh, Kinnairdie, Kempkairne, 
the Provost of Banff, and Will iam D u f f " — 
Glassaugh, preses. 

" The sd Commissioners and Justices present 
appoint that the roads leading from Banff t o 
Keith and from Keith to Portsoy be t he first 
repaired by t h e parishes thorrew which they 
pass, and that the hereters and overseers of t he 
roads wtin the said parishes doe against the 
head court day of the shyre, being ffriday the 
ffourth of October next, bring in a list of such 

bridges and caussies as will necessary for the 
said roads wt ane estimate what will the charge 

yrof: and that the road from the Newtoun of 
Park joyning ye sd highway from Keith to Banff 
may be at the same tyme repaired, and in the 
meantyme that the overseers direct t he leading 
of sand and stones necessary for the sds bridges 
and cassways. The next thing the Justices ap-
poynt tha t the most convenient road f rom 
Marnon Kirk to Banff be repaired in the same 
maimer; and whereas there is some dispute 
which may be the best and nearest way, the 
Commissioners present doe recomend to Sir 
James Gordon of Park, William. Duff of Tul-
loch, the Provost of Banff, and Baillie Syme, 
wt the heretors in the sd parishes, t o determine 
the way the sd road is to be made in. The 
Third road they appoynt to be repaired is 
that road from Cullen to Banff by Portsoy, Durn, 
and Smiddyboyne, and that t h e parish of 
ffordyce doe immediately sett about leading of 
stones necessary for a bridge on t he Burn of 
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Durn at burnsyde and for a bridge at Smiddy-
boyn, as also for calsey a t the pass a little 
below t h e house of Durn, and in the meantyme 
t h a t George Mackie shall be payed what charges 
he is a t in keeping t h e Bridges of Scotsmilne 
and Boyndie in repair . Quarto—That the road 
from Newpark to Portsoy be repaired by the 
people of t h e parish of ffordyce so fa r r as goes 
throw the sd parish. The Justices do recom-
end to Thomas Donaldsone tha t he will take 
the trouble of being one of the oversiers for 
repair ing t h e highwayes in the parish of Aber-
chirder. They also recomend to all oversiers 
of the roads t h a t they keep ane exact list of 
what people are warned in for each road, and 
who are deficient, t ha t they may ffyned for 
themselves and horses as t h e Law directs. To 
wit t , t ha t the said oversiers shall poynd those 
deficients so fa r r as the Law allows. 

" I t is appoynted tha t when the gentlemen who 
consider on t h e road from Marnoch Kirk to 
Banff may at the same time consider what is 
the properest road from Marnoch Kirk to Port-
soy, both by Newtoun of Park, and thorrew 
Pet te rdenn. 

A L E X ABERCROMBIE , I . P . C . " 

Alexander Abercrombie of Glassaugh took an 
active share in county government. H e is occa-
sionally designated in the sederunts as Captain. 
H e supported t h e Hanoverian succession; and 
was Commissioner for Banffshire t o the Parlia-
ment si t t ing in 1716. To him and to Alexander 
Garden, elder and younger, of Troup, was re-
mit ted on 7th March 1716 by t h e Commissioners 
of Supply of the County the preparation of 
" a n e congratularie adress t o his Majestye King 
George suitable t o the present hapie juncture 
and postur off affaires." Latterly his affairs 
became embarrassed, and on 3rd January 1726 
he granted a bond secured on Glassaugh for 
£84,000 Scots, giving an annual rent of £4200 
Scots, fo r behoof of his oreditors. _ His son, 
Lieut. James Abercrombie, of Brigadier Bisset's 
Regiment of Foot , succeeded him in the estate 
of Glassaugh in 1729. 

A t t h e next meet ing of Commissioners of 
Supply held on 4th October 1723, under the 
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presidency of Bracco—" Presen t : Bracco, Rothie-
may, Glassaugh, Kempkairn , . Ballnoon, Tillie-
naught, the Provost of Banff,"—the proper line 
of road from Banff to Marnoch Ki rk was fixed. 

" The said day, in consequence of the last 
sederunt appointing a quorum of the Comrs 
to visit the road leading to Marnoch 
Kirk and report to this meeting which is the 
most convenient road to be repaired, Sir J ames 
Dunbar and Capt. Alexr. Abercromby reported 
to the meeting that they had visited the said 
road, wtt Sir James Gordon, Kinairdie, and 
John Hamilton, and declaired t h a t the only 
proper, best, and nearest road t o be repaired 
from Banff to Marnoch Kirk is the road tha t 
goes the Calsey of Corsky and the Milln of 
Auchintoul, and the Commissrs appointed 
that road to be accordingly repaired." The 
rest of the minute is sufficiently illustrative of 
road management to be given. " And they 
name and appoint Peter Gordon of Ardmelly 
to be also one of the overseers for repair ing the 
sd road and the other roads in Marnoch parish, 
and they appointed in case of difference among 
the overseers that the determinaon of two of 
them shall over-rule and be obeyed by t he other 
overseer and the county people. T h e said Com-
missioners appoint John Abernethy of Meyan 
and the sd John Hamilton to be sole overseers 
for repairing the roads from Marnoch Ki rk to 
the Bridge of Millegen, and particularly tha t 
road from Tillydown through the Quoir, and 
they appoint the sds John Abernethy and John 
Hamilton and Thomas Innes in Bracco overseer 
for the parish of Grange to be. joynt overseers 
for repairing the Bridge of Millegin, and they 
appoint them to s tar t : and call in horses for 
leading lyme, sand, stones, and other materials 
for building and repairing the sd Bridge of 
Millegen, and the Comrs are to refound and 
pay the pryce of the lyme and t imber and t he 
masons' wages that shal be employed by the sd 
overseers t o build the sd bridge out of the mony 
stented in the shyre for repairing highways and 
bridges. 

" The sds Comrs appoint the overseers of the 
parish of ffordyce forthwith to sett about re-
pairing the road that leads from Bamff to Keith 

Ban
ffs

hir
e 

Fiel
d 

Club



91 
so far as its wtin the sd: parish untill it joyn 
wtt the parish of Grange, and to report their 
dilligence to the next meeting under the pain 
of being prosecute for negligence. 

" There being a petition from the minister 
of Marnoch for repaying him the charges of 
repairing the bridge upon the Burn of Auchin-
toul conform his aontt given in, they fynd 
that the lyme should only be charged at the 
prime coast at the killns, in respect the country 
people are oblidgd to oarry it and they allow 
no wages to barowmen above the rate of 
two pecks of meal and twelve shilling Scots in 
the week, and they desyre Rothemay and Meyan 
wtt any one or more of the heritors of Marnoch 
parish to inspect the sd bridge, and if they find 
it sufficient appoint them to give Mr Chalmers 
a precept on the Collr of the Supply for the 
sum contained in his acntt,wt the deductions anent 
and what other deductions they judge reason-
able when they inspect the work, and they re-
commend to the overseers of the roads in Mar-
noch parish to load sand and heather and oarry 
on the road from the Petterden to Marnoch 
Kirk as far as necessar untill it be sufficient so 
as it may be passable in winter. 

" W I L L I A M D U F F . " 

At this time Baillie Syme, the old overseer, 
had fallen under a oloud. The Commissioners 
of Supply at their meeting on 7th May 1724— 
Present: Sir James Gordon, Bracco, Rothie-
may, Kinnardie, Rannes, ffarskane, Eden-
gight, Knockorth, Mountblearie, Tulloch (Wm. 
Duff), Bracco preses, after imposing the high-
way money, " ordain Baillie Syme to have the 
tools which was bought for the shyres use in 
his hands against that time [28th of this said 
month] in order the Committee [Sir James 
Gordon, Bracco, the Provost of Banff, and 
William Duff of Tulloch] may give them out to 
the overseers of the highways as they shall find 
convenient upon receipt." 

The Commissioners of Supply on 2nd October 
1724—"Present: Sir James Gordon of Park, 
Bracco, Rothiemay, Aohynonie, Troup, Tulhch, 
Lesmurdie, and Kinnardie," Bracco preses,— 
"appoynt Sir James Gordon and Bracco to be 
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joynt oversiers for repairing the highwayes in 
the parishes of Banff, fforayce, Boyndie, and 
Ordiewhill" 

The system of road management by gratuitous 
parish overseers soon admittedly broke down. 
The Commissioners of Supply on 7th May 1725 
—Present: " Bracco, Achoynanie, Rannes, 
Monblairie, Kinnardie, the Provost of 
Banff, Tullich, Lesmurdie, Edengeith, Bracco 
preses, Sr. J a : Dunbar," — on the narra-
tive " that the repairing the highways is 
neglected by the overseers who were 
named because they cannot give such attendance 
as is requisite: They therefore recomend to 
these gentlemen who were named in, each parish 
to appoint such persons under them for over-
seeing and carying on, the work as they shall 
think most ffitt, and to promise them in the 
Commissioners' names that they shall be reason-
able rewarded for yr pains." 

The following extracts from the minute of 
the same meeting show the activity of the 
county gentlemen in bridge building: — 

"Thereafter Mr Archibald Ogilvie of Rothi-
may, haveing now in, terms of his former appli-
cation and the Commissioners appointment, 
given in ane estimate of the charges for build-
ing ane bridge upon the Burn of Millegen lead-
ing from Bothiemay to Bracco, extending to 
one hundred eighty nyne pounds, they find the 
sd bridge will be very necessar, and appoint 
their Collector tò pay in the sd sum to Thomas 
Innes in Maynes of Bracco upon his recept 
yrfore for carying on the sd work. 

" There being ane petition given in by Les-
murdie, craveing they might appoint a sum. 
proper person in the head of shyre for building 
a bridge on ye Blackwatter ; and another by 
Edengeith for a bridge upon the burn, of Bracco : 
They recomend to these gentlemen to make ane 
estimate of the charges for building the sd 
bridges, and report the same to the Commis-
sioners att their next generall meeting. . . . 

"They likewayes having considered a petition 
given in by Charles Hay of Rannes for himself 
and in name of the other Hereters of Rathven 
parish, craveing that there Collecter might be 
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appointed to advance such money as will be 
necessar for building a bridge on ffoòrd Danett? 
[Tynet], and another by Kinnardie for a bridge 
on the burn of Kinnardie leading to Marnoch 
Kirk : They ffind these bridges necessar, and 
ordains Rannes and Kinnairdie to give in 
estimates of the charges tò the next meeting. 

' ' Monblaire haveing given in a, petition in name 
of George ffordyce, late Provost of Aberdeen, 
craveing the Commrs might appoint a sum to 
be payed by yr Collector for building a bridge 
upon the watter of Ugie, they superceed giving 
any answer to i t till the tenth of June next. . 

"Achoynanie represented to the meeting that 
the Bridge of Keith which is upon the publick 
road wants very much to be repaired, they re-
oommend to him to make ane estimate of what 
t h e charge of reparation will amount to, and 
give i t in t o the Commrs a t their next meeting. 

" W I L L I A M D U F F . " 

"William Duff, Laird of Bracco, afterwards 
Baron Braco, and in 1759 Earl of Fife, was born 
in 1697. H e succeeded to the family estates in 
1722, and these estates he considerably aug-
mented dur ing his lifetime by purchases in 
Banffshire, Morayshire, and Aberdeenshire. 
F rom 1722 to his death in 1763 he was more 
assiduous in his at tention t o the government of 
the county than any other landowner. He 
presided at numerous meetings; and he was the 
first t o be named Convener of the County 
on 9th J u n e 1730. On 30th September 1737 he 
was again, named Convener. From 1727 to 
1735, when he was elevated t o the peerage, he 
sat as member of Parl iament for Banffshire, 
and was succeeded by Mr Abererombie of Glas-
saugh. H e married in 1719 Lady Janet Ogilvie, 
daughter of the Chancellor Earl of Findlater 
and Seafield, and a f te r her death in 1721 he 
married Jean, daughter of Sir James Grant of 
Grant, by whom he had seven eons and seven 
daughters. Both on his own account and also 
by reason of his connection with other county 
families he was in his t ime one of the most 

powerful forces in the county. In 1740-5 he 
built Duff House at a cost of £70,000, after the 

plans of Adam, of Edinburgh. H e was a zealous 
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upholder of the Hanoverian succession, and was 
a strong supporter of George n . during the 
rising of Forty-five. He died on 8th September 
1763 at Rothiemay House. 

A meeting of Justices of Peace was held on 26 
Oct. 1725.—Present:—" The Earl of ffindlater, 
Bracco, Glassaugh, Achoynanie, Edengeith, Tullich, 

Recletich, Kinardie, Kempcairn—My Lord ffind-
later preses." 

What brought the aged Earl of Findlater out, the-
Chancellor Earl of Seafield who had carried the 
Union in 1707, was an Excise prosecution for breach 
of the Malt Tax Laws, when the Lybell was thrown 
out because the execution of service was bad. The 
extension of the English Malt Tax to Scotland was 
considered in Scotland a violation of the conditions 
of the Union, and was universally resented. I t 
almost brought about the repeal of the Union, and 
the Chancellor Earl, who had voted for said repeal, 
no doubt signed the deliverance of the Justices dis-
missing the prosecution in question with satisfaction. 

At that same meeting the Justices afterwards 
sitting as Commissioners of Supply, though that is 
not specifically mentioned, considered a petition 
from the " Heretors and tennants of ffetterangus" 
for a sum to build a Bridge over the Ugie. A 
Committee oonBisting of Bracco, Glassaugh, Troup, 
was appointed to see if it was necessary, and to see 
if Aberdeenshire would contribute a share of the 
cost. 

Lesmurdie reported an estimate for building a 
Timber Bridge on the Blackwater, and an advance 
of one hundred pounds Scots for buying materials 
was authorised. 

Eighty pounds Scots were voted to Sir James 
Dunbar of Durn for materials for a Bridge upon the 
Burn of Durn, to be laid out at the sight of " y r 
overaier and George Mackie." 

Forty pounds Scots were voted to Ardoch for 
repairs to the Bridge near the Kirk of Deskford, 
to be expended at the sight of Drumwhindle [Jo. 
Gordon], Wm. Ord, and " yr oversier." 

One hundred merks were voted to Mr Chalmers, 
Minister of Marnoch, for building a bridge on the 
Burn of Kinardy at the sight of Kinardie and " yr 
oversier." The minute further shows that the 
authorities had continued the employment of Mr 
Innes as general overseer. 
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"Col lonel l J ames Innes haveing given in ane 
account of four ty ffive days tha t he haa attended by 
the Commrs order for repairing the within the 
Shyre they appoint their Colleotor to pay to him 
for his pains and trouble ffourty shillings Scots for 
each of the said ffourty-five dayes extending to 
nynety pounds." The minutes of the following 
year showed his reappointment under the designa-
t ion of Capt. James Innes. 

A t a meeting of the Commissioners of Supply of 
-the " S he r i f fdom " of Banff held on 5th May 1726— 
P r e s e n t : " S i r James Gordon of Park, Bracoo, 
Rothiemay, Carnousie, Rannes, Crombie, The 
Provost of Banff, Monblairie, Ardmeallie, and 
Edengeith "—Bracco preses—£26 5s. 4d. Scots were 
voted to Sir James Gordon of Park for " Casswaying 
the Road f rom Culphin to Newtoun of Park. 
Fur the r prooedure took place regarding the Bridge 
on the Ugie, S t Fergus. 

But the great defect of the system was not so much 
t he machinery of overseers, &c., as the persistent 
passive resistence of the inhabitants to the forced or 
s ta tute labour. Tha t is a very outstanding fact in the 
Road Management of Banffshire, and for tha t 
mat te r Scotland generally, unt i l the beginning of 
the 19th century, and is seen in many a page of 
t he County Minutes. W e meet i t presently. On the 
30 th of September 1726 a meeting of the Commis-
sioners of Supply was held, when there were present 
" S i r James Gordon of P a r k ; Sir J a . Dunbar of 
D u m , Bracco (William Duff) Rothiemay, Glassaugh, 
Meyan, Troup, ffarskan, and Kirkhill, Bracco, 
being chosen preses to the meeting." The Com-
missioners " considered an execuon and complaint 
given in by yr oversier agt the inhabitants of 
Portsoy and oyrs contd in the execuon for their 
contempt, and neglecting to give due attendance to 
the Reparation of the Highways after intimations 
were duely issued out and read at the severall Parish 
Churches wherein they live, giveing previous adver-
t isement to them of the dayes they should attend. 
The Commrs adjourn the consideration of the same 
till this day seven night, and dispense wt the per-
sonall presence of those who have attended this day, 
a n d are marked pnt in the exeoution. The rest 
they appoint to a t tend tha t day, and they appoint 
-their oversier betwixt and the sd day to cite 
before the haill persons wtin the Shyre 

Ban
ffs

hir
e 

Fiel
d 

Club



96 

who have been deficient from the Highwayes 
since the 28th of May last, and the Commrs ffurder 
appoint the oversier betwixt and the first of J a n y 
next to get authentic lists of the Inhabitants of each 
parish from the rexive Session Clerks, and to mark 
upon the said Lists when, where, and by whom the 
six dayes work appointed by Law is performed, and 
to lay the sd Lists before the Commrs." 
" The Commrs ordered that a stone bridge should be 

built upon the burn of ffortrie, under the direction 
of Edingight, Thomas Innes in Bracco, and " y r 
overseer, instead of a timber one formerly authorised. 

" The said day Captain James Innes haveing in ane 
account of the dayes hè has attended in oversieing 
the Highways being ffifty six dayes since the last 
tyme he was payed for that trouble, the Commrs 
find the same at the rate of ffourty shillings Scots 
p. diem to the sum of one hundred and twelve pound 
Scots, which they appoint their Collr to pay him 
in compleat payt of all his bygone trouble in over-
sieing sd Highways." 

At an adjourned meeting of the Commissioners 
of Supply on the 7th of October 1726, when there 

were present " Sir James Gordon, Sir J a . Dunbar, 
Bracco, Mr Dunbar, yer of Durn, and the Provest 
of Banff—Bracco preses, Mr Innes, oversier, ap-
pointed for oversieing the highways in the shyre 
in obedience to the last appointment of the Commrs 
at yr last meeting, gave in a second exeoution agt 
all those who have been deficient in giveing attend-
ance to the reparation of the Highways, and craved 
the Commissioners might take the same under their 
consideration, and which exeoution presently given 
in, wt the execution lykewayes agt those who 
were cited to the last dyet and ffailled to com-
pear, being both called, the svall persons were 
found to have been absent, as marked upon a 
particular paper apart signed by the preses, 
and the sd Commrs haveing duely considered the 
Complaint given agt the sda deficients, They ffine & 
amerciate each of the persons contained in the sd 
List subscrived by the preses in Eighteen shilling 
scots in terms of the act of Parliament and that for 
yr deficiency and contemning the auttie of the 
Commrs in not compearing, & they ordain their 
readiest moveales may be poinded untill payt t ba 
made by each of ym of their rexive ffines and for 
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that end grant warrand to any one of the Justices 
of Peace Constables and any Justice of Peace 
or Sherriff officier to Put t the forsd sentence to due 
executn in terms of the Act of Parliatt by poynding 
ye fornamed persons moveals to the avail of their 
ffines : and the se persons contained in the saids 
Executns who have either this or last dyet attended 
the Court the ffine each of them in Eighteen 
shilling Scots for their bypast neglect, but they 
superceed the executn or poynding them for the 

sd ffines till such tyme they are absent or refuse 
the giveing due attendance to the reparation of the 
highways for the ffuture and Immediatly after any 
such contempt in tyme còmeing they appoynt the 
ffines of each of those who shall happen so to be 
absent after intimations are duely issued by yr 
oversier for that effected to be executed and aplyed 
in the manner as prescribed and they appoint the 
Bds ffines to be lodged in their Clerk's hands till yr 
ffurder orders and the Constables & officers to be 
payed for their trouble at the sight of Bracco." 

At a meeting of the Commissioners of Supply at 
Banff on the 20th day of October 1726—present: 
" Sr Ja . Abercromby, Durn, Bracco, Glassaugh, 
Rothiemay, Rannes, Buckie, Bracco being chosen 
preses "— 

" The Commrs appoint Ja . Emslie, quarier, to be 
payed whats due to him for repairing the 
highways as Durn and Glassaugh shall certifie. 
And they lykewayes appoint their Collr to pay what 
remains due to the workmen for the cassie of 
Ternemny as James Innes, y r , oversier, shall 
draw precept on him therefore which is to [be] the 
Collrs warrant. And it being represented that 
there is a Cassie wanting a t Milntoun of Rothie-
may, the Commrs appoint their Collr to pay what 
may be necessary for that work upon Rothiemay 
and yr oversier precept. As lykewayes that their 
oversier and George Mackie and Jo. Miln at Boyndie 
shall give immediate orders for secureing and 
cassieing the Bridge at Boyndie and that 
the charges yrof be payed upon their 
precept. They furder appoynt their sd oversier 
Jo. Gordon of Drumquhindle, Wal. Ogilvie 
of Ardoch, Thos. Innes, Muryfold, Jo. Innes of 
Edengeith, and Wm. Ord in Kirtoun of Deskfoord, 
or any three of them, to call workmen and make 
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ane Estimate of ane Bridge to be built a t the three 
burn meetings in the head of Deskfoord, and they 
recomend to the oversier the Lairds of Buckie 
Elder and Younger Letterfourie and Rannes to 
view the Burn of Buokie and make ane estimate of 
the charge it will be to make a sufficient stone 
bridge on the Burn of Buckie and to lay the same 
before the Commrs at yr nest meeting. 

" W I L L I A M D U F F , P . " 

At a meeting of the Commissioners of Supply 
held on 6th June 1727—"Present : Rannes, Ard-
mealie, the Provest of Banff, Balnoon, and 
Edengeith, and Wm. Duff ," Rannes (Charles 
Hay), preses,—a representation on behalf of the 
magistrates of Cullen tha t the meeting consider 
an estimate of four hundred and twenty-one 
pounds Scots for a bridge on the Burn of Cullen 
was continued. 

At the same meeting Balnoon (Alex. Cruiok-
shanks), Ardmelie (Peter Gordon), Bognie, and 
Deirich were asked to report on a " brigg over 
the Burn of Inverkeithny, and the place most 
suitable for it. 

" T h e Commissioners doe likewayes continue 
Captain Innes to be their Oversier, and t o be 
payd out of the highway money remaining ; n 
the Colers. hands for what trouble he may be 
at, and Recomend to him to call out the country 
people and continue to repair such of the Roads 
in the Shyre as he sees necessar." 

C H A . H A Y , P. 
Charles Hay of Rannes, eldest son of J ames 

Hay of Rannes, was born in 1688, and died in 
1751. His mother was Margaret, a Glengerack 
Gordon. The Sasmes of Banffshire show tha t 
he was infeft in the family estates o n 4th July 
1710. That same year he married Helen, 
daughter of Dr Andrew Fraser, Inverness ; and 
on 8th August there is recorded a sasine in 
favour of Helen Frazer, Lady Rannas, securing 
no doubt her marriage settlement. His leanings 
were Jacobite. Neither his nor his father 's 
names occur in the early sederunts of the county 
meetings between 1696 and 1726. I n 1715, he 
and some other lairds in Rathven, with t he 

Ban
ffs

hir
e 

Fiel
d 

Club



99 

populace, frustrated the induction of Mr 
Gordon, a supporter of Revolution principles, 
as minister of Rathven. Dr Cramond states 
t ha t he joined the Rebellion, but which one he 
does not state, nor on what authority. His 
cousin, Hay, younger of Arnbath (Fordyce), 
whose fa ther occasionally attended the county 
meetings prior to 1715, was out in the F i f t een ; 
and was taken prisoner on 24th October 1715 
at the skirmish at Dunfermline. The Sasines 
of Banffshire show the following entries regard-
ing Rannes. On 14th January 1719 James Cock, 
Town Clerk of Banff, renounced to Charles Hay 
the two oxgate lands of Carnoch in Rathven 
On t he 24th October 1720 his relative, John 
Hay of Muldavit, near Cullen, resigned in favour 
of Rannes, the Superior, the lands of Tarbrick 
(Darbreich), Rathven. On 20th October 1721 
his relative, John Hay of Echries, resigned in 
favour of Rannes an annual rent of one hundred 
and two pounds Scots out of the lands of 
Rannachie, Rathven. 

Rannes' son, Andrew Hay, younger, was born 
in 1713, and died in 1789. The Banffshire 
Sasines show that on 10th July 1733 Andrew 
Hay, yr. of Rannes, took sasine on the estate 
of Rannes on a crown charter which reserved 
t he liferents of his father, Charles Rannes, and 
of his mother. H e attended a county meeting 
on 1st J u n e 1742, and it is minuted that at that 
meeting he took t he oath of allegiance to King 
George. H e joined Prince Charlie in Forty-
five, according to his own statement, in the 
month of October. Af te r Culloden we find him 
petit ioning the King for the Royal clemency. 
T h e Earl of Findlater and Seafield, writing from 
Cullen House on 4th November 1747, informs 
the Lord Justice Clerk that " Y o u n g Ranas 
escaped very narrowly from one of the houses 
tha t were searched." The Leith-Hays of Leith-
hall, Aberdeenshire, now represent the Hays of 
Rannas through Mary Hay, daughter of Charles 
Hay of Rannas, and sister of Andrew Hay of 
Rannas. 

At a meeting held on 20th July 1727— 
" P r e s e n t : Bracco, Coll. Grant, Kinnardy, the 
Provest of Banff, and Tullich, Bracco, preses,"— 
Captain James Innes, yr., general overseer, was 
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allowed a salary of one hundred pounds Scots per 
annum. W e have seen tha t t he general overseer 
h id been serving the county as such since 1725. 
H e is variously designated in t he minutes as 
"Coll . I n n e s " and " Capt. Innes . " As t he 
Clerk and Collector. Alexander Innes, was a re-
lative, one can hardly th ink any er ror has crept 
in. Captain Innes, like t he Clerk and Collector, 
was of the Edingight family. H e served t h e 
county as General Overseer of Roads unt i l 
about 1745, and during tha t long period' his 
services were variously appreciated. 

At a meeting held on the 4th July 1728— 
" P r e s e n t : The Laird of Troup, the Proves t of 
Banff, Kinminity, Ardmeally, Achoynonie, New-
toun, Knockorth, Northfield, and Edenge i th , " 
Troup (Alexander Garden), and later Achoy-
nonie (Thomas Grant), as " Troup was necessary 
withdrawn," preses,—" Coll. I n n e s " was con-
tinued overseer for the year ; and t he Collector 
was directed to pay Ardmeallie t en pounds for 
defraying the cost of a bridge on the Burn of 
Crombie. 
. Alexander Garden, of Troup, sometimes de-

signated Troup Elder, married Bathia Forbes, 
daughter of Sir Alexander Forbes of 
Craigievar, and was succeeded by his son 
Alexander, often designed in t he minutes 
Troup younger. H e was a staunch supporter 
of the Revolution Settlement, and o n 15th 
October 1702 took the oath of allegiance t o 
Queen Anne. Before this date and af ter h e 
was assiduous in his attention t o county busi-
ness, and he presided at several of t h e county 
meetings, as on 9th December 1714. H i s known 
loyalty to the Hanoverian succession was such 
that, af ter the rising of the F i f t e e n had been 
put down, he was called on to preside a t t he 
first meeting of Commissioners of Supply held 
thereafter on 6th March 1716; and the meet ing 
recommended " to Alexr. Gairdine, elder and 
younger of Troup, and Alexr. Abercrombie off 
Glassaugh, t o prepair and draw u p ane con-
gratularie address to His Majestye King George 
suitable to the present hapie juncture and 
postur off affaires." In 1720 he founded the 
village of Gardenstown. H e presided a t a 
meeting of the Commissioners of Supply on t he 
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4th day of July 1728, and his signature of the 
minute that day, "Alexr . Gairdne," seems that 
of an old man compared with those in 1702, 
1714, and 1716. 

Thomas Grant, or, as he signs the minutes of 
such county meetings as he presided oyer, 
Grantt , appears as Laird of Achoynonie in 1710. 
The estate of Achoynonie had previously be-
longed to a branch of the Gordon family. I n 
1667 John Gordon was la i rd ; and in the sede-
runts of the county meetings of 1697 and 1698 
the name of Alexander Gordon occurs as Laird. 
Sir Alexander Times of Coxton, near Elgin,, 
appears to have been proprietor in 1703. In 
April 1710 Thomas Grant, designed of Achoy-
nanie in the Kirk-Session Register of Keith, 
married Jean Sutherland, a granddaughter of 
Alexander Sutherland of Kinminty, Keith, a 
very old Banffshire family. During the period 
under review he was probably the most influ-
ential gentleman resident in the south half of 
the county. H e supported the succession of 
George I. ; and was present at the meeting of 
Commissioners of Supply on 13th August 1714, 
when the cess was imposed, and measures were 
taken to preserve the peace of the county 
against an apprehended rising in the Highlands. 
In 1716 he was appointed a Deputy-Lieutenant 
of the County ; and all through his life he took 

a very active interest in the government of 

Banffshire. H e presided at county meetings 
held on 4th July 1728 and 4th August 1730. 
Besides owning Achoynonie, he became Laird 
of Arndilly in Boharm on 3rd September 1722, 
and his representatives own that estate at the 
present t ime. 

A t a meeting held on the 6th of August 1728 
—Present : "Crombie, Ardmeallie, the Provest 
of Banff and Tillienaught," Crombie (William 
Duff), preses,—twenty pounds sterling were 
voted for the Bridge of Cullen before referred 
to, the same being considered " a necessary 
work as being upon a public highway. 

At a meeting held on 15th November 1728— 
" P r e s e n t : Bracco, Ardmellie, and Knockorth," 
Bracco, preses,—the bridge at Inverkeithny be-
fore referred to was authorised as a necessary 
work. 
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At a meeting of Commissioners of Supply 
held on 6th June 1729—" P r e s e n t : Bracco, 
Achoynonie, Kinminity, Lesmurdie, elder and 
yr., Ardmeallie, the Provest of Banff, Tullich, 
Knockorth, Newtoun, Northfield, and Eden-
geith," Bracco, preses,—after t h e highway 
money had been imposed, five pounds sterling 
more were given to Balnoon to carry out t he 
bridge a t Inverkeithny. If more were required 
he was invited to renew his application. They 
" appoint the Lairds of Carnousie, Pi t tendrich, 
Netherdales, Kinnairdy, and Turtr ies , together 
with t he whole parish of Inverkeithney, t o 
transport the materials, stone, lime, and 
timber, for the compleating of the sd. B r i d g e " ; 
and Auchingoul and Balnoon were authorised 
to oversee the work. 

Another hundred pounds Scots were voted to 
Lesmurdy to complete the bridge a t Blackwater. 
He was ordered also t o repair the " causay 
from Balvenie t o Glenlivet," t h e first reference 
we find to any highway south of Kei th and 
Boharm. 

The meeting authorised the Collector to " ad-
vance to Mr Rob. Duff, minister of Aberlour, 
any sum not exceeding ffive pound ster. for 
repairing the Bridge of Aber lour ; and t o P a t 
Gordon of Aberlour any sum not exceeding 
thirty pounds Soots for making a oausie and 
bullwark for keeping Spey of the road near to 
Aberlour and for building a small b r i d g e the re . " 

Patrick Gordon of Aberlour was a Let te r four ie 
Gordon, a Roman Catholic, and a Jacobite . 
Young Aberlour actively engaged in the rising 
of the Fifteen. In the old House of Aberlour 
was found t he following letter addressed to the 
then Laird of Aberlour by t he Young Chevalier 
from Dalnacardoch in August 1745:—"My Dear 
Gordon,—I am to be at , and t rus t t o 
see you there, with as many men as you can 
raise to rally round the Royal Standard.—I am 
your fa i th fu l ly , CHARLES E . STEWART." Y o u n g 
Aberlour responded to the call and was ou t in 
the Forty-five. 

A petition for a bridge on the Boyne below 
Culphine was remitted to Edengeith and Tho. 
Innes, with instructions " t o view the said burn 
and to consider what is to be properest place 
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for building t he sd. bridge so as to have it as near 
to the highway as possible, and to give ane 
estimate of the cha rge" ; and the meeting or-
dained the building of the same. 

The meeting advanced twenty-seven pounds 
Scots to Sir Al. Reid of Barra to repair the 
Bridge of Ribra in Forglen. Sir Alexander 
Reid of Barra. had married the widow of Lord 
Forglen,, and was infef t in the lands of Forglen. 
H e had been member of Parliament for the 
Elgin Burghs from 1710 to 1713. 

Eight pounds were advanced to Al. Duff of 
Hatton, for building half of the Bridge of Boyns-
miln, the other half being paid by Aberdeen-
shire. 

Captain l imes was at the same meeting con-
tinued overseer at a salary of one hundred 
pounds Scots; and the meeting " Recommend 
to him Notice the highways and cassies 
allenary, and t o be diligent and to call out the 
countrey people as the law directs; and that 
the sd. oversier is t o take no concern wt. 
bridges." 

The Commissioners ordained the following 
roads to be repaired: — 

F i r s t : The road betwixt Banff and Keith and 
upwards—the words " a n d upwards" being in-
terl ined in t he minute, indicating, i t may be, 
tha t the roads south of Keith were rather un-
important. Second: the road from Banff to 
Strathboggie. They further ordered the poind-
ing of those deficient in, performing the statute 
labour. 

A t a meeting of the Commissioners of Supply 
held on 31st Octr. 1729—present: "Bracco, 
Rothiemay, Glassa. the Provest of Banff, and 
Ardmellie, Ti l l ienaught" (Bracco, preses). 
" C r o m b i e and Bognie also present,"—the state 
of the bridge at Cullen was again considered, 
and t en pounds more were ordered to be ad-
vanced for the building of the same. 

The same day the Commissioners find it 
necessary tha t a bridge be built on the burn of 
Boyndie at the place commonly called Ladys 
Bridge," and vote " t e n pounds sterling money 
to George Mackie, ffactor to My Lord Desk-
foord, for building of the sd. Bridge. I t 
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would thus appear that Ladys Bridge is a name 
of some antiquity and not a modern name. 

Five pounds sterling more were t h e same day 
voted for the bridge a t Inverkeithny. 

The following extract is given in ful l in view 
of the interest attaching- to General Gordon) of 
Auchintoul The son of Alexander Gordon of 
Auchintoul, who was created a Judge of the 
Court of Session by King James H. in 1688, 
with the title of Lord Auchintoul, General 
Alexander Gordon was born at Auchintoul on 
27th December 1669. H e was educated in 
France, and early entered the Russian military 
service. Here he attained distinction in the 
field and ultimately, in 1708, the high rank of 
Major-General, and was an excellent example of 
the soldier Scot abroad. In 1696 he commanded 
a regiment at the siege of Azof. A t t h e defeat 
of the Russians by t h e Swedes at Narva in 1700 
he was made prisoner, and was only released 
in 1707. In 1708 down t o 1711 he was engaged 
successfully in fighting against the Poles. While 
serving in Poland he heard of his father 's 
death in 1710, and he returned to Scotland the 

following year. He married in 1699 or 
1700 Katherine, daughter of his kinsman, Pat-
rick Gordon of Auchleuchries, Commander-in-

Chief of the Russian A r m y ; and on 24th J u n e 
1712, very properly now tha t he had succeeded 
to the family es ta te , we find recorded a sasinè 
by Major-Generall Gordon in his wife's favour, 

securing her a yearly jointure of sixteen hun-
dred merks on the lands of Auchintoul, with 
the manor-house for her jointure house - a wise 
provision also in view of his ardent Jacobite 
activities. Like other Scots abroad, he had 
evidently been careful of his pay, for we find 
him in 1712 adding Laithers, near Turriff, to 
the family estate and later, on 30th May 1715, 
Elrick, &c., in Marnoch. H e took an active 
part in the rising of the Fifteen. H e was 
present a t the raising of the Standard on the 
Braes Ò' M a r ; and thereafter raised the Western 
Clans to the number of 4000. His diversion 
into the County of Argyll, where he rounded up 
the Earl of Islay, preventing him from joining 
his brother Argyll in opposing Mar, was of 
great consequence; while his own junction with 
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Mar before Sheriffmuir , . placing as i t did a 
vastly superior force at Mar's disposal, would 
have given, victory to the Jacobites had General 
Gordon been in supreme command, and history 
would have been altered. A t that battle he 
commanded 4000, composing the centre of the 
first line, with Glenbucket under him, and his 
wing was victorious. The supreme còmmand 
was given him too late in February 1716, when 
the old Chevalier and Mar had fled to France. 
According to all accounts he conducted in àn 
able manner t he retreat of the Jacobite forces 
to t he North, where they quietly dispersed, 
Argyll keeping at a safe distance. For his share 
in the Rebellion he was at ta inted; but owing, 
i t is said, to his being named Thomas in the 
Act of Attainder, his estates escaped forfeitute. 
I n 1717 he escaped to France. When abroad he 
eagerly intrigued for the restoration of his 
exiled King in France and in Spa in ; and ill-
ness alone prevented him from sailing from 
Spain with t he ill-starred expedition which sur-
rendered a t Glenshiel in 1719. The Jacobite 
game was now up. H e returned t o Scotland pro-
bably in 1725 ; and that year, possibly to pay 
off his debts abroad, he bonded his lands of 
Auchintoul to James Mitchell of Achanacie for 
an advance of ten thousand merks, which he repaid 
in 1729. In 1728 he was admitted a burgess of the 
Royal Burgh of Banff. In the following year 
the Royal Burgh of Cullen similarly honoured 
itself by admitt ing him a burgess, along with the 
Duke of Gordon and others. Though a heritor 
he does not appear in any of the sederunts of 
the Commissioners of Supply or Justices of the 
Peace of Banffshire unti l 30th September 1737, 
when " Major-Generall G o r d o n " appeared at 
the Michaelmas meeting of the Commissioners of 
Supply that year, and probably duly qualified, 
This long delay was natural, as he had when 
qualifying as a Commissioner of Supply to tàke 
the oaths of allegiance and abjuration, and he 
had been a staunch Jacobite. He took no part 
in the rising of 1745. He was too old in any 

event for active service. The following refer-
ence is made to him in the journal of an 
English medical officer, who attended the Duke 
of Cumberland's army, as far north as Inver-
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ness, during the t ime of the Rebellion, pub-
lished in 1746. when describing his journey f r o m 
Strathbogie to B a n f f : — " F r o m this place (Main 
or Mayen) to Banff the Deveron obstructs our 
way, which with great difficulty and some 
danger I forded with my horse. F rom hence 
we came into a country producing scarce any-
thing but peat for firing; in this barren spot 
I passed a good sort of house belonging t o one 
Gordon, a, very old mail, formerly a General in 
the Czar of Muscovy's service; and then had 
a pretty good road to B a n f f " (the road f rom 
Banff to Marnoch Kirk). H e died on 31st J u l y 
1751, and is buried in Marnoch Churchyard, 
where nothing marks t he spot. In 1755 there 
was published in Aberdeen his History of P e t e r 
the Great, Emperor of Russia, under whom he 
had served. 

" Sd day, application being made by Generall 
Gordon and t he oyr heritors of Aberchirder for 
a new bridge over the burn of Achintoul, T h e 
Commrs. Recomend to Generall Gordon, 
Bognie, Crombie, and Ardmeall ie, or any two 
of them, t o consider what t he charge of t ha t 
bridge may be, to converse wt. workmen 
yranent. and make out ane estimate of the same 
and to report to next meeting. 

" W I L L I A M D U F F , P." 

At a meeting of Commissioners of Supply 
held on 9th J u n e 1730—present: "Bracco, 
Crombie, the Provest of Banff, Knockorth, 
Glassaugh" (Bracco, preses),—they "con t inue 
Captain Innes as yr oversier, and allow h im a 
hundred pound Scots for this years sallary 
upon this condition, tha t if the sd oversier his 
(is) not giveing due attendance tha t e i ther he 
or Knockorth, who takes burden for him, shall 
ffurnish a sufficient man in his place, for over-
sieeing the reparation, and they recomend that 
their oversier be more diligent than fformerly." 

The meeting allow to Aberlour (Patrick 
Gordon) fifty-two pounds Scots, in addition t o 
the ninety pounds Soots formerly allowed, for 
the bridge and causey buil t by him and M r 
Robert Duff, on his lodging receipts. 

Edengieth and Thos. Innes made a report 
anent the Bridge of Boyne, signifying " t h a t 
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they and Mr Arthur Gordon, of Law had agreed 
upon a proper place near to the, highway twixt 
Banff and Keith for building the sd bridge, being 
at the ffoord as i t passes twixt Culphine and 
Newmiln of Boyne at the end of the of 
Badenspink, and the Commrs. appoynt the sds. 
Edengight, Sir Ja. Dunbar, Thos. Innes, Law, 
and Tillienaught, or any three of ym, to make 
out ane estimate and ane agreement yranent, 
and to report to next meeting." 

The heritors of Aberchirder gave in a report 
and estimate of the charges that would be re-
quired for the bridge over the Burn of Ach-
intoul, " with a scheme of the sd. bridge." The 
Commissioners "recomend to the sd. Gentlemen 
to agree wt. workmen and cary on the sd. 
work, and appoynt their Collr. to pay to 
Generall Gordon or Ardmeallie upon their re-
ceipt the sum of twentyffive pound sterling in 
course." 

" Crombie (William Duff) haveing represented 
that there were parts of the road twixt Auch-
intoul and Aberchirder in several! places im-
passable for want of causieing, the Commrs. 
recommend to Crombie to cause make out ane 
estimate of the charge, agree wt. workmen, 
and report to next meeting." 

To judge f rom the following resolution irre-
gularities had been creeping in, in connection 
with the disbursement of the highway money: 

" The Commrs. Resolve and Enact that in 
tyme comeing it shall not be in ye power of 
any two or three or more Commissioners to 
draw Precepts on the Collr for the highway 
money in tyme comeing, unless the same be 
done by the Commrs. at a Generall meeting re-
gularly called, and they Discharge the Collr. 
ffrom answering any precepts that shall bo 
oyrwayes, but prejudice alwayes of fformer 
warrands, which he is impowered to pay as 
fformerly directed." 

The minute ends—"and they name Bracco 
for yr Convener." This is the first reference 
to a Convener in the county minutes. Though 
foreign t o the subject of roads, a note on the 
position of Convener may be of interest. I t 
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would seem that originally the Convener was 
appointed to convene county meetings when 
occasion arose, as the name implies, and not 
necessarily to preside. Indeed, , t he re are re-
corded occasions prior to 1750 when a Convener 
was present and another was elected to preside. 
On 30th September 1737 we find i t minuted t h a t 
" the re being loss because a Convener was not 
elected at the General Meeting, Lord Braco was 
elected Convener with power t o call a meet ing 
in emergency." 

At a meeting of Quarter Sessions held on 4th 
August 1730, which was subsequently tu rned 
into a meeting of Commissioners of Supply, 
under the presidency of Achoynonie (Thomas 
Grant)—present : "Achoynonie, Til l ienaught , 
Glassa, Muiryfold, Edengight, and ye Provost 
of Banff," " Glengerack gave in a pet i t ion wt. ane 
estimate for haveing a bridge upon t h e bu rn of 
Glengerack as being a very necessary work ." 
In view of the resolution of last meeting this 
work was recommended to next general meet-
ing as a necessary one. 

At the meeting of Commissioners of Supply 
held on 1st J u n e 1731, under the presidency of 
Bracco—present: "Bracco, t he Proves t of Banff, 
Kinminity, Glassaugh, Edengight ,"—Glassaugh 
presented " a petition, signed by Rothiemay 
and Mayen, with ane estimate of t he charge, 
desireing t o have a bridge buil t over the burn 
of Retanach." The meeting resolved tha t the 
same should lie over until next m e e t i n g ; and 
the Collector was instructed to " make ou t a 
scheme and state of his accompts wt. respect 
to the highway money tha t they may know 
what ffunds have been raisd since last clear-
ance, and how the same has been aplyed, and 
likeways that he may be ready t o lay before 
them the haill precepts and orders they have 
given for Bridges and Causies preceding this 
date, and thereafter resolve to" consider how 
Necessar the Bridge pntly applyed for by the 
@ Gentlemen upon t he burn of Betanach may 
be, and to give directions accordingly. " 
They also resolved in effect revoking a 
former resolution of date 6th June 1729, t h a t 
the overseer should give assistance with the 
work on "br idges tha t are ordered to be built 
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so farr as i t does not Interrupt him in the 
attending and repairing the roads." 

At a meeting held on 17th May 1732, under the 
presidency of Provost Shand, of Banff—pre-
sent : " Glassaugh, Edengight, and the Provest 
of Banf f , ' '—the Commissioners of Supply 
" Recomend to the Gentlemen, formerly named; 
or any quorum of them, to contract wt. worken 
(workmen) in the most ffrugal manner they can, 
and give directions as soon as possible for 
building the Bridge over the Burn of Boyne at 
the place already agreed upon by the former 
report, and ordain the Collector to give them 
money upon their precepts for that end." 

The meeting " Recomend Sir James Dunbar 
and Glassaugh to cause causey the piece of Bad 
Road near to the Bog Park leading to Cullen." 

The accounts of James Innes, late Treasurer 
of Cullen, in connection with tho building of 
the bridge over the Burn of Cullen were 
approved. 

At a meeting held on 2nd June 1733, under 
the presidency of Bracco — present: "Bracco, 
Achoynonie, elder and yor., Kinnairdy. Melross, 
Glassaugh, and Edengight,"—the Commissioners 
" take ing to consideration the Bridge applyed 
for upon the burn of Drum, they in place of a 
timber Bridge, appoynt a stone bridge or arch 
on sd. burn, and allow ffive pound sterling for 
tha t work, to be payed to Achoynonie and 
Thomas Innes, and laid out at yr. Direction. 

" A s to the bridge of Glengerack, They re-
comend in the meantyme to Glengerack to pro-
vide materials, and that he may given to the 
Commrs. at the Michaelmas Court ane estimat 
of the whole charge the bridge may cost, that 
the same may be ordered at next meeting." 

A t this meeting there were considered appli-
cations for Bridges at Burnend of Carnousie and 
on the Burn of Pathhead, and estimates were 
asked for next meeting. Kinnairdy applied for 
a stone instead of a wooden bridge over the 
burn of Kinnairdy, and he was requested to give 
in an estimate of the same. 

The proposed bridge over the Boyne being 
neglected. a new Committee, consisting of 
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Glassaugh and Edengight, was appointed with 
the assistance of the " oversier to agree wt. 
workmen and cause cary on t he work and to 
draw on the Collr." 

At a meeting held on 3rd J u n e 1734— 
'Presen t : Bracco, Glengerack, Meyan, Kin-

nardy, Birkenboig, yor., Glassaugh, Ti l l ienaught , 
Ardmeallie, Edengight, the Provest of Banff 
(Bracco, preses),—the Commissioners of Supply 
direct the Collector to pay ninety-nine pounds 
to Kinnardy for the bridge built by him over 
the Burn of Kinnardy. 

Achoynonie, Edengight, and Muryfauld, 
having reported favourably on t he proposed 
bridge over the burn of Glengerack, t he Com-
missioners find it to be a necessary work, and 
"recomend to Glengerack to agree wt. work-
men to build sd. bridge, allow ffifteen pound 
sterling to be paid t o Glengerack for building 
sd. bridge, to witt one-third a t commencement 
of the work, anoyr third when its half done, 
and the last moyety when its finished, but 
(without) prejudice nevertheless to former 
orders on the Collector." 

Glengerack, in the parish of Keith, was f o r 
long held by Gordons. Captain A d a m Gordon 
appears as laird in 1640; and a slip of Jean 
Gordon, Lady Altar (Altyre) bulks largely in 
the Presbytery Records of 1648. I n 1667 t h e 
then Laird broke up a band of Highland 
marauders who had " held u p " the town of 
Keith, and wounded and captured their leader, 
Patrick Roy Macgregor, who was the rea f t e r 
tried in Edinburgh and hanged on 27th March 
1667. Alexander Gordon of Glengerack and 
Newmilne was succeeded in 1692 by his son, 
Charles, who married Helen Duff, daughter of 
Alexander Duff of Bracco. Charles Gordon had 
two sons—Alexander, baptised in Janua ry 1698, 
and William, baptised on 2nd July 1699. 
Charles Gordon took an active pa r t in county 
government. H e first appears in the sederunt 
of a county meeting held at Cullen on t he last 
day of February 1699. On the 5th of May 1702. 
at a meeting of Commissioners of Supply, he 
took and subscribed t he oaths of allegiance, &c., 
to Queen Anne. His signature is t h a t of o n e 

Ban
ffs

hir
e 

Fiel
d 

Club



111 

accustomed to write. He is said to have joined 
the Jacobites in. the rising of the Fifteen. H e 
was probably succeeded by his son, Alexander, 
who o n 27th January 1721, in a process before 
the Kirk-Session of Keith regarding the space 
in the Parish Church effeiring to his estate, 
stated tha t he was " b u t lately come to be 
major ." I t would be this laird who appears 
f rom the county records to have been energetic 
in improving the roads and bridges in his neigh-
bourhood. H e i t probably was who, in the 
decaying fortunes of his House, with a number 
of spirited young men from his native parish 
of Keith, joined the King's forces abroad and 
fell a t Fontenoy in 17+5. On 10th November 
1746, George Gordon look sasine in the lands 
of Glengerack, but died soon. On 27th July 
1748 Charles Gordon took sasine; and later, on 
5th October 1748, two sisters, Margaret and 
Magdalene, took sasine, probably in security of 
some provision in their favour. 

A t this meeting the Bridge of Boyne, so often 
referred to before, was ordered to be " built 
-wtout Lose of t y m e " ; and the Bridge of 
Boyndie was ordered to be repaired. 

" T h e Commrs. appoynt that yr oversier in the 
first place to make out the road of the Knock-
hill, and yrafter that he clean and repair the 
road twixt Banff and Cullen." 

A t a meeting of Commissioners of Supply 
held on 12th June 1735—" Present: Sir "William 
Gordon of Park, William Duff of Bracco, Glen-

gerrock, Ardmeallie, Glassaugh, Colleonard, 
William Duff of Whitehill, Robert Innes of 
Culvie, Edingight, and Alexr. Innes of White-
h i l l " Bracco, preses), — the Commissioners 
"con t inue Captain James Innes as over-
seer of the highways, and allow him 
t h e same sallary, with this difference, that 
they ref err to the next meeting if he shall, have 
ffifty merks more of an addition to the former 
sallary for his Trouble. 

" T h e Commissioners haveing considered the 
Vouchers given in by George Hay of Gavill of 
t h e money he got to expend upon the Bridges 
of Inverugie and Gavil, They find he has laid 
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out the same in the way designed and ordain 
Provest Fordyce obligement and his t o be de-
livered up and cancelled. 

" T h e Commissioners order twenty punds 
Scots to be given Ardmeallie for the causieing 
on the Road betwirt Crombie and Culvie, ana 
the like sum of twenty punds Scots t o be given 
Edingight for causieing on t he worst places of 
the Road on the Knockhill betwixt Banff and 

Keeth." 

At a meeting of Commissioners of Supply 
held on 5th August 1735—"Present: Sir Rober t 
Abercromby, Sir James Dunbar, the Provost of 
Banff, William Dunbar, younger of Durn, Ard-
meallie, Glassaugh, William Gordon of Farskan, 
Colleonard, William Gordon of Craibstoun, 
Archibald Dunbar of Tillienaught, J ames Ogilvie 
of Loggie, Walter Ogilvie of Badenspink, 
(Birkenbogg, preses). 

" T h e saids Commissioners haveing taken 
under their consideration what is the proper 
place upon the Burn of Boyne to build a Bridge, 
and how farr that work is necessary. They ffind 
that its very necessary to have a Bridge on t h e 
said burn, and that the proper place of build-
ing the same is at the ffoord below the house 
of Tillienaught, being the common highway, a t t 
which place they ordain the same to be bui l t , 
and they appoint and Recomend to Sir J ames 
Dunbar, Tillienaught, Walter Ogilvie of Baden-
spink, and Peter Lorimer, ffactor to t he Ear l 

of ffindlater, or any two of them, to contract 
with workmen for building the said Bridge, and 
give all necessar Directions thereanent ; and as 
it will be a very large Bridge as appears by a 
plan of it, They impower the said Gentlemen to 
contract to the extent of Thirty pounds sterling 
for compleating the Bridge, Caussies, and every-
thing necessary about it, but fo r no higher sum 

. . . and they recomend to the said Gentle-
men to bind the meason for upholding his work 
for a certain number of years as they shall see 
convenient that the work may be made 
sufficient." 

The Commissioners at this meeting adopted a 
new principle in connection with the building-
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of bridges, and resolved " t h a t whoever here 
after applys for a par t of the highway money 
for building any Bridge within the Shire shall 
be obliged to uphold the same for the space of 
Twenty years upon their own charges." 

The meeting authorised the building of a 
bridge upon the burn of Glassaugh " a t the 
foord of Clayland, being the highway betwixt 
Banff and Cullen," under the direction of James 
Abercromby of Glassaugh, who, in terms of the 
principles adopted by the Commissioners that 
day, undertook to uphold the same for twenty 
years, of Sir Robert Abercromby and Sir James 
Dunbar. 

The Commissioners " f f ind it very necessary 
to have a caussy made out in the moss of White-
house as the Common Road leads to Cullen," 
and vote for ty shillings t o Sir Robert Aber-
crombie for the work. 

In the sederunt of Commissioners of Supply 
held on 3rd October 1735—"Present: Lord 
Bracco, Sir Robert Abercrombie, Achoyname, 
Ardmeallie, Glassaugh, Glengarrock, Mont-
blairy, Edingight, Melross, Colleonard, Less-
murdie, and Kinnaindie younger, Lord Bracco, 
preses,"—we have the first appearance of the 
Laird of Bracco's new title. H e had been 
raised t o the peerage on 28th July 1735 as Baron 
Braco, and though his t i t le is written 
" B r a c c o " in this sederunt, he invariably signs 
the minutes of the meetings he presides at 
"Braco . " , 

A t this meeting Captain James Innes, the 
overseer, was allowed fifty merks Scots addi-
tional sallary for t he year only, the increase 
not t o be considered a precedent. 

Glengarrock reported that the bridge over the 
Burn of Glengarrock was finished at an outlay 
of five pounds more than the fifteen pounds 
formerly voted, and the extra five pounds were 
voted him. 

" T h e Commissioners ordain Twenty-three 
pounds Scots t o be paid t o Thomas Innes of 
Muiryfauld for the caueway already made out 
by him a t Ne the rmi ln" (Grange). 

A t a meeting of Commissioners of Supply 
held on 4th June 1736—" Present : Lord Braco, 
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Sir Robert Abercrombie, Ardmeallie, J o h n 
Innes of Edingight, Colleonard, Melross, and 
'Culvie—^Lord Braco, preses." 

Captain Innes was continued overseer a t t he 
same salary as he had last year, viz., two 
hundred merks Scots. 
' The meeting authorised t he building of a 
bridge "over the Burn of Retanach, being on 
a public Road," and allowed James Ogilvie of 
Rothiemay any sum not exceeding ten pounds 
sterling to carry on the work, which was 
placed under the direction of Rothiemay and 
Ardmeallie. 

The Collector was authorised t o pay " i n t o 
George Robertson at Miln of Ribra " s i x pounds 
Scots additional expended by him in building 
a bridge over the Burn of Rebra . " 

At the meeting of Commissioners of Supply 
held on 26th May 1737—present: " S i r Rober t 
Abercromby of Birkenbog, Patr ick Gordon of 
Ardmeallie, William Leslie of Melross, John 
Innes of Edingight, George Joass of Colleonard, 
"Robert Innes of Culvie, Alexr. Innes, Provost 
of Banff, and James Innes, eldest, Baillie of 
Banff, for the time, William Duff of W h i t e h i l l " 
(Ardmeallie, preses),—the bridge over the Boyne 
at Tillienaught. again engaged the attention of 

the meeting. 
"Archibald Dunbar of Tillienaught produced 

a contract entred into betwixt him, Sir James 
Dunbar of Durn, Wal ter Ogilvie of Culphin, 
and Patrick Lorimer, Chamberlaine to the Ear le 
of ffindlater, on the one part , and Alexander 
and William Hectors measons on the oyr part , 
for building a bridge over the Burn of Boynd 
near to Tillienaught, whereby they were bound 
in name of the shire to pay to the said Alex-
ander and William Hector ffive hundred merks 
Scots for building said Bridge, and which is 
now built, and the said sum paid as appear by 
the recept on the foot of the said contract by 
•the said William Hector to the said Archiabld 
Dunbar, as also Tillienaught represented tha t 
he had paid twenty merks Scots to the con-
stable for services p. recept with ffour punds 
Scots of incidents anent said Bridge, making in 
all Three hundred and ffifty punds thir-
teen shillings and four - pennies Scots. The 
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Commissioners therefore approve of what Sir 
James Dunbar, Tillienaught, and the oyr 
'gentlemen concerned have done in that matter. 
Exoner Tillienaught of the said sum received 
by him f rom the Collector, and ordain the same 
to be allowed to the said Alexr. Innes (the 
Collector) in his accompts." The reference to 
a payment for constables' services may be in 
connection with proceedings taken to enforce 
the statute labour required for the bridge. 

An estimate of the cost of the bridge " at 
Burnend in fforglane," amounting to eight 
pounds four shillings and fourpence sterling, was 
given i n ; and the Collector was ordered to pay 
the same to Arthur Gordon of Carnousie. 

Payment of twelve pounds twelve shillings 
sterling was ordered to be made to Captain 
George Grant or Robert Grant of Tamore for 

repairing bridges and highways in Inveravin. 
The meeting of Commissioners of Supply 

held on 30th September 1737 is chiefly notable 
o n account of the appearance of Major-General 
Gordon of Auchintoul for the first and only 
time at a county meeting. I t is highly pro-
bable that he qualified by taking the oaths of 
allegiance, though that is not mentioned. The 
"bridge on t he Auchintoul burn, to supervise the 
building of which he had been appointed on 
31st October 1728 an overseer, had been dam-
aged by a spate, and the General seems to have 
come out of his long retirement to attend to 
this matter which was of interest to his native 
parish. 

There were present : "Lo rd Braco, Major-
Generall Gordon, Glassaugh, Crombie, Ard-
meallie, Montblairie, Colleonand—Lord Braco, 
preses." Ardmeallie represented " T h a t one of 
the arches of the Bridge of Achintoul having 
lately failled by a violent speat, by which the 

haill bridge was in hazard, and that he, to pre-
vent fur ther damnage had imployed William 
Hector, meason, to repair the same," at a cost 
of " ffourty-seven punds three shillings four 
pennies Scots." The Commissioners, keeping 
in view the resolution of 9th June 1730, because 
they are not sufficiently empowered to dispose 
of any highway money at a meeting of this 
kind, " recomend to next Generall Meeting to 
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consider of this accompt among t he first 
things." 

" The Commissioners recommend to Coll 
Innes, overseer of the highways, t o call in and 

receive the haill gavelocks and tools belonging 
to the shire and have them all in Banff against 
next general meeting, and if any person who 
are possest of any of them refuse to deliver 
them up they recomend to the i r said over-
seer to prosecute them before the Just ices." 
More than once we find references in t h e 
minutes of a like nature, whioh show tha t t h e 

county road tools when given out were ap t t o 
disappear, making an occasional muster and in-
ventory of them necessary. 

A t a meeting of Commissioners of Supply 
held on 26th May 1738—present: " L o r d Braco, 
Glassaugh, Carnousie, Montblairy, Glengarrock, 
Meyan, younger, Edingeith, Ardmeallie, Mel-
roes, Colleonard, Bogg, John Ord of Findocht ie 
as eldest Baillie of Cullen, Sir Wil l iam Dunbar 
of Dura, William Duff of Whitehall—Lord Braco, 
preses," Captain James Innes, overseer, was 
allowed " the sum of Three hundred merks Scots 
of sallary for his pains, trouble, and attend-
ance." 

Ardmeallie was allowed his expenditure in re-
building the Bridge of Auchintoul referred to 
in the minute of meeting of 30th September 
1737. 

A proposed bridge over the burn of Pa thhead , 
formerly resolved upon and lying over for want 
of a proper estimate, was ordered t o be built, 
Montblairie, Carnousie, and Bogg being in-
structed to contract with workmen for the 
same. 

Repairs were ordered at a sum no t exceeding 
five pounds sterling " for causys and a small 
arch in the Pet terden R o a d " (Marnoch), under 
the direction of Glassaugh and Ardmeallie. 

Lord Banff, whose name occurs in none of 
the sederunts of the county meetings, applied 
for a bridge over the burn of Blacktown, and 
the Commissioners " ffind i t to be a necessary 
work, and recomemd to Ardmeallie and Bogg 
to make out an estimate of the charge i t will 
cost to be laid before next meeting." 

This meeting relaxed the strict resolution, of 
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date 9th June 1730, enacting that in " tyme 
comeing it shall not be in the power of any two 

or three or more Commissioners to draw Pre-
cepts on the Collr. for the highway money in 
tyme comeing unless the same be done by the-
Commrs. at a Generall Meeting regularly 
called," and reverted to the laxer practice pre-
vailing before that time. " T h e Commissioners 
impower Captain Innes, the overseer, to make 
causys in the publick roads wherever he ffinds 
the same absolutely necessary without applica-
tion "to the Commssrs; The work when finished 
to be viewed and attested by any two Commis-
sioners next adjacent, and which with the over-
seers precept on the Collr. is declared sufficient 
warrand for him to pay the charge for the 

same.'' 
The bridge at Tillienaught built by the 

Hectors, besides its long history, seems to have 
been otherwise unfortunate. At this meeting a 
representation was made that one of the arches 
had "already " failled and the bridge like to go 
to ruin." The meeting appointed "Alexr. 

Rhnd and George Fath, measons, to go and 
view said bridge and consider how farr the 
measons who were imployed in building said 
Bridge have done their work sufficiently, and 
whether or not there be a right ffoundation, and 
to make report what may be the reason of the 
said Bridge failling so soon and what it may 

cost t o repair the same, and in the meantime 
recomend to the gentlemen who are named 
overseers for building the said Bridge to cause 
prosecute Hectors before the Justices of Peace 
to answer for their conduct and any neglect or 
insufficiency that may appear in building said 
Bridge. This to be done on the shire's charges, 
and they Discharge the said Hectors from being 
imployed in any publick work in the shire untill 
they repair said Bridge if it appear the same 
has failled by the insufficiency of their work. 

The overseer was directed to prosecute anyone-
encroaching on the publio highways. 

At a Justice of Peace Court held on the 31st 
May 1738—present: "Lord Bracco, Glassaugh, 
Montblairie, and Provost Innes, Lord Bracco, 
preses,"—Alexander Rhind and George ffaath-
deponed that the Hectors were not at fault in 
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connection with the building of the Bridge a t 
Tillienaught, and the mat te r was cont inued t o 
the Michaelmas Head Court . 

Arising no doubt out of t h e instruct ions given 
to him at the meeting of Commissioners of 
Supply held on 26th inst. t o prosecute those 
encroaching on the highways, " Coll. Innes ," 
inspector of highways, gave in a complaint , 
"Represen t ing that severall t ennan t s of t he Ea r l 
of ffindlater, Sir Alexr. Reids, and Rothi-
mays had much encroached upon t h e highways, 
and tha t in some places t h e roads were scarce 
five foot broad, and the transgressors being 
cited to this day and compearing, t he re was a 
missive le t ter produced f rom Pat r ick Lor imer , 
ffactor t o t he Ear l of ffindlater, promising t h a t 
t he whole roads within t h e Ear l s es ta te should 
be made a t least twenty foo t broad as t h e law 
directs, and tha t Coll. Innes had taken burden 
upon him for Rothimay, and Montb la i r ie for 
Sir Alexr. Reids t ennants tha t they should do 
the same. The Just ices the re fo r cont inue t h e 
complaint agt all these persons unti l l t h e 
Michaelmas Head Court , and orda in Coll. Innes 
to give in a repor t against tha t t i m e of such 
persons as are deficient, and likeways agt 
those t ha t re fuse to oome out when called on 
t o repair the highways. 

" B r a c O , P." . 
I note the following merely because of t h e 

inducement offered t o constables t o act as such. 
The subject of constables is otherwise of such 
magnitude as to afford scope for a separa te 
chapter. T h e excerpt is f rom the same minute . 

" T h e Justices, considering the great incon-
venience t ha t dayly happens in executing the i r 
decrees and sentences for want of a competent 
number of constables," appointed the following 
persons constables in their respective parishes, 
viz.:—Alexr. Miln a t Miln of Alva for Alvah ; 
George Webster in Kirktown of fforglen for 
fforglen; James Pe t r i e in Inchdruer for B a n f f ; 
William Strachan in Buchraigie for B o i n d y ; 
William Leg in Achmore and J a m e s Wood , yor. 
in Hillside, for ffordyce; and George Reid in 
the Broom of ffindlater. " Fo r the i r encourage-
ment they are hereby exeemed f rom any trouble 
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or expense in repair ing t h e high roads of the-
Shire dur ing t h e t ime they oontinue oonstables." 
Wil l iam Taylor in Newtown of Park was also-
appointed constable for Ordiquhill. 

A t a meet ing of Commissioners of Supply 
held on 5th J u n e 1739—present: " T h e Right 
Honourable Lord Braco, Glassaugh, Achynanie, 
Glengarock, Lesmurdies Elder and Younger, 
"William Duff of Whitehil l , Newton, Edingeith, 
Culvie, Badenspink, Colleonard, Bogg, Provost 
of Banff , and James Innes eldest Bailie, Ard-
mely, Melross, and K in inv i e " (Lord Braco,. 
preses), 

Captain J a m e s Innes was continued overseer, 
a t his former salary of three hundred merks. 

T h e remainder of the minute shows that some 
more at tent ion was now being given to the 
highways and bridges in the upper end of the 
county. 

" Said day t h e r e was a petition given in in 
name of Lord Braco and other heritors within 
Mortlich parish, set t ing fur th That its very 
necessary to have a bridge upon the watter of 
F iddich a little below Tininver, and craveing 
t h a t a p roper sume may be ordered for build-
ing thereof . The Commissioners find that to be 
a necessary work, and ordain their collector to 
answer in the meant ime as funds comes to his 
hand the sume of Twenty pounds sterline t o 
Achoynanie, Lesmurdies, elder and younger, 
Kininvy, and Alexr. Gordon of Kèithmore, 
ffactor t o Hi s Grace t h e Duke of Gordon, or 
any two of t h e m upon their precepts, with 
power to them, or any two as said is, to con-
t rac t wi th workmen and make the most frugall 
bargains they can, and carry on the work, and 
t o repor t t o the Commissioners what fur ther 
s u m e i t may take to finish said bridge. 

Lord Braco had large interests in Mortlach. 
and had recently, in 1721-25, built as his resi-
dence there t h e House of Balvenie, or New-
Castle of Balvenie, as i t is popularly called. 
T h e bridge in question, called in the m i n u t e 
of the Michaelmas meeting of the Commis-
sioners of Supply of 1742 " t h e Bridge of Bal-

veny," was built within a few hundred yards of 
t h e House of Balvenie, and would afford easier 

Ban
ffs

hir
e 

Fiel
d 

Club



120 

access to it and t o the county west of the Fid-
dich. The bridge was most likely built very 
near the site of the present " Toll Brig," whioh 
haa replaced it. 

The same meeting, " H a v i n g likeways con-
sidered a petition in name of the heritors and 
inhabitants of the parish of Kirkmichaell, sett-
ing furth That they had raised private contri-
butions and other funds for building a bridge 
over the water of Aven in their parish, Tha t 
they never received any of the highway money 
within their parish, therefore craving t he Com-
missioners might order a sume for compleatang 
said Bridge and paying up the workmen, The 
Commissioners ordain the Collector to pay TO 
Thomas Gordon of Fotherlater and Peter Con-
stable, the petitioners in name of the said 
parish, the sume of Two hundred merks Scots 
upon account of sd. work upon the receipt and 
oblidgement to apply the same due by and 
satisfie the Commissioners thereof ." 

The exact spot on the Aven where this bridge was 
built (and from the minute we may fairly infer 
that i t was built) one can hardly say without 
-extraneous evidence, which I cannot find, The 
bridge would be on some established route, and 
as Gordon of Fodderletter particularly inte-
rested himself in its erection, i t is probable 
that it was built near Fodderletter, and near 
the point where the present bridge a t Camp-
delmore carries t he road from Corgarff to the 
Spey at Grantown by way of the Lecht and 
Glen Brown. If tha t is so, i t could not have 
stood long, for we find from a description of 
that road in Allardyce's "Histor ical Papers," 
under date 9th July 1747, tha t the crossing of 
the Aven at the point referred to is called the 
Foord of Carnagovall. Later, in 1749, in a 
Military Report, also quoted by Allardyce, the 
following description is given of the same line 
of r o a d : — " I t afterwards rises over a High 
Mountain, calld Lecht, falls down and crosses 
the Burn of Lecht, goes down the side of a 
burn called Canglas (Conglass) about two miles, 
and after crossing the ford of Carnagoval on 
the River Awn (where there is a pass calld the 
pass of Carnagoval, near which, at a place 
calld Kamdillvaih, old Glen Buckett 's houso 
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stood), i t passes through a little wood and 
enters on Glen Brown." W e know that in 1754 
five Companies of the 33rd Regiment, under 
the i r Colonel, Lord Charles Hay, made out the 
road f rom Lecht t o t he Spey at Grantown. An 
inscription on a, well at the roadside on the 
Lecht bears th i s out j and Shaw, a contem-
porary, in his " Province of Moray," records 
tha t " above the Church (of Kirkmichael) is 
Ruthven-Camdale, where, in 1754, a bridge of 
three arches was built over the river on the 
military road ." Sir T . Dick Lauder, who visited 
t he place ill 1830 in search of material for his 
" M o r a y Floods," recounts that " T h e old 
Br idge of Campdale, built by General Wade, of 
two arches of 48 and 20 feet span, had the 
smaller one carried off. a circumstance that 
saved the larger ." Shaw seems wrong in stat-
ing that the bridge had three arches, and 
Lauder would seemingly have been more cor-
rect if he had given Colonel Hay the credit of 
building the bridge, though General Wade may 
have been in supreme command. 

T h e Commisioners the same day " appoint 
t he sume of Two pound sterline to Glassaugh 
and Pe te r Lorimer, ffactor to the l o r d Find-
later, for repairing the Bridge of Boyn upon 
thei r receipt and showing how its applyed." 

They also " recomend to Peter Lorimer and 
J a m e s Mill to repair the Bridges of Boyndie 
ajid Boyn, and upon being attested by the over-
seer, t he collector to answer the charge. But 
the charge of leading stones, sand, or lime not 
t o be reckoned on ." The " lead ing" of stones, 
&c., was, of course, pa r t of the statute labour. 

T h e oft-repeated directions to the overseer to 
call out t he people to perform the statute 
labour are r e p e a t e d : — " T h e Overseer is hereby 
appointed as he has occasion from time to t ime 
to call in people to repair the Roads, That 
such as neglect to come in after being regularly 
called by Int imation a t the Church, That 
wherever t he same may happen he apply to the 
next. Just ice of Peace t o have deficients fined, 
and t he fine levied summarily in terms of Law. 
T h e Overseer being always accountable for the 
fines he receives." 

A t a meeting of Commissioners of Supply 

Ban
ffs

hir
e 

Fiel
d 

Club



122 

held on the 31st day of May 1740—present: 
" L o r d Bracco, Ardmeallie, Muryfold, Meyan. 
y r . , Montblairy, Wm. Duff of Whitehall, T h e 
Eldest Baillie of Banff, Carnousie, Glassaugh, 
Melross, Colleonard, Edeng igh t " (Lord Braco, 
preses), the Bridge of Balveny over t h e Fiddich 
again engaged the attention of the meeting. 
" The Commissioners haveing considered a plan 
laid before them of a bridge intended t o be 
built upon the watter of ffiddich, which was 
found to be necessary at last meeting, The 
charge yrof by sd. plan being ffourty pound 
sterling, They ordain the sd. bridge to be built 
and the said sum of ffourty pound sterling to 
be paid to Alexr. Stuart of Lessmurdie f rom 
time to tyme as he shall draw precepts for 
oarying on the sd. work af ter yr. Collr. has 
answered former order and draughts ; Having 
hereby named the sd. Alexr._ Stuar t oversier 
for carying on sd. work, and in the meantyme 
the Lord Bracco enacts himself t ha t a f te r the 
sd. Bridge is built and the forsaid sum laid out 
yron to uphold the same on his Lordship 
charges for the space of twenty years." 

Of encroachments upon the public roads there 
seem to have been no end. We find tha t at 
this meeting—" The Commissioners Recomend 
to yr. oversier to issue out ane advertisement in 
every parish requireing tha t the publick roads 
where they are too narrow may be Rectified 
and helped, and afterwards, if the same is 
neglected, that he apply to the Justices of Peace 
and heretors to have the same done in t e rms 
of Law." 

Again we find the following order about t he 
tools of the county for road-making and re-
pairing : — " The Commissioners Recomend to 
the oversier to call in for the haill tools be-
longing to the shyre and bring them t o Banff 
betwixt and the first day of August, and ordain 
the oversier to prosecute all persons before the 
Justices of Peace who refuse to deliver up the 
same." 

At a meeting of Commissioners of Supply 
held on 1st June 174-2—present: " Will iam Lord 
Braco, Sir William Gordon of Pa rk , Sir 
William Dunbar of Durn, Sir Alexander Reid 
of Barra, George Gordon of Buckie, Alexander 
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Gairden of Troup, James Leslie of Tullich, 
Alexander S tua r t of Lessmurdie, Francis Stuart 
of Lessmurdie, younger, James Abernethie of 
Meyan, J o h n Innes of Edingight, John Innes 
of Edingight , younger, Andrew Hay of Rannas, 
yor., Andrew H a y of Montblairy, Alexander 
Gordon of Cairnfield, Patr ick Gordon of Ard-
meallie, John Johnstown of Elrick, Alexander 
Aberneth ie of Corskie, Alexander Duff of Hat-
ton , Wil l iam Leslie of Melross, Alexander Keith 
of Northfield, Alexander Innes, Provost of 
Banff fo r t h e t ime, Thomas Innes of Muiry-
fauld , George Joass of Colleonard, Thomas 
S tua r t of Bogg, Mr Alexander Chalmers of 
Clunie, Rober t Innes of Culvie, Alexander 
Anderson of Newtown, Wal t e r Ogilvie of Baden-
spink, Alexander Gordon, of Edintore , George 

Aberneth ie , as Eldest Baillie of Banff, and 
J a m e s Duff, another Baillie, likeways claiming 
a vote as Eldest Baillie . . . John Ord of ffin-
d o c h t i e " olaiming as Eldest Baillie of Cullen. 
Ardmeall ie on a vote being elected preses, the 
Commissioners recommend t o a committee 
named to receive a " petition of George Gordon 
of Buckie and the other heretors of Rathven 
for building bridges over t he Burns of Buckie 
and Tynet , and t o order a pa r t of the highway 
money for tha t purpose." 

T h e above meeting was an important ono in 
po in t of t h e number of Commissioners attend-
ing and otherwise. A s t rong a t tempt was made 
a t i t t o unseat t he old Clerk and Collector, 
Alexander Innes, who had served the county 
since 1724, and who took his par t in the meet-
ing as Provost of Banff. T h e din of the strife 
can even yet b e faintly heard in the county 
chronicle; bu t there is no disclosure of the 
under lying motive. Though foreign to the sub-
ject of th is paper, a reference to the dispute 
may be of interest. 

W h o was t h e mainspring of the movement 
the minute does no t specifically disclose. At 
any rate, James Abernethy of Mayen was in, the 
f r o n t and active in taking objections to the 
status of known supporters of the Clerk and 
Collector. T h e sederunt was no sooner taken 
than he objected to Baillie George Abernethie's 
status as Eldest Baillie of Banff, alleging, 
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amongst other reasons, tha t " s o sensible was 
the Provost (Alexander Innes) tha t James Duff 
was the Eldest Baillie T h a t h e sollicited for his 
vote af ter a very strong- manner . " On the 
other side, Alexander Innes, Clerk and Collector, 
sitting as Provost of Banff, had no compunction 
in fighting for his own hand. H e objected t o 
John Ord's status as Eldest Baillie of Cullen 
on the ground that William Ord held tha t posi-
tion. I n course of the arguments adduced for 
John Ord, the following peculiarity in regard to 

Cullen may be n o t e d : — " B y the sett of the 
Burgh of Cullen no provost can be elected, and 
for that reason there is an absolute necessity, 
aa indeed the practice has been in tha t Burgh, 
to ohoise one yearly at Michaelmas, who goes 
under the name of Eldest Baillie, and the prac-
tice of this Eldest Baillie has been to call 
Councils and to do every other thing tha t any 
Provost can do in any other Burgh ." N o 
determination was come to regarding these ob-
jections at this stage, though the objection to 
Mr Ord was not afterwards insisted on. 

The meeting then proceeded t o elect a Chair-
man ; and Sir 'William Gordon of Pa rk and 
Patrick Gordon of Ardmeallie were voted on. 
The strength of the contending par t ies was seen 
in this division, the supporters of the Clerk and 
Collector voting for Ardmeallie, with th is ex-
ception, that Sir William Gordon and Ard-
meallie courteously voted the one for t h e other. 
For Sir William Gordon of Pa rk there voted— 
" L o r d Braco, James Leslie of Tullich, Alexr. 
Stuart of Lessmurdie, Francis S tuar t of Less-
murdie, James Abemethie of Meyan, Andrew 
Hay of Rannas, yor., Andrew H a y of Mont-
blairy, Patrick Gordon, of Ardmeallie, Will iam 
Leslie of Melross, Thomas Innes of Muiry-
fauld, Alexander Anderson of Newtown, Alexr. 
Gordon of Edintore, John Ord of ffindochtie, 
Eldest Baillie of Cullen, James Duff, merchant 
in Banff, as Eldest Baillie yrof "—fourteen. 

For Patrick Gordon of Ardmealy there voted 
—" Sir William Gordon, Sir William Dunbar of 
Durn, George Gordon of Buckie, Alexander 
Gairden of Troup, Sir Alexr. Reid of Barra, 
John Innes of Edingight, John Innes of Edin-
gight, yor., Alexr. Gordon of Cairnfield, John 
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Johnstown of Elrick, Alexr. Abernethie of 
Corskie, Alexr. Duff of Hatton, Alexr. Keith of 
Northfield, The Provost of Banff, George Joass 
of Colleonard, Thomas Stuart of Bogg, Robert 
Innes of Culvie, Mr Alexr. Chalmers of Clunie, 
Wal te r Ogilvie of Badenspink, George Aber-
nethie, mercht. in Banff, as Eldest Baillie yrof " 
—nineteen. Ardmeallie was accordingly elected 
preses. 

A t this stage of the meeting the whole mem-
bers named in the sederunt, except Sir William 
Dunbar of Durn and Mr Alexander Abernethie 
of Corskie, " qualified in terms of law," taking 
and swearing t he oaths of allegiance and assur-
ance. These two, who failed to qualify, voted 
in none of the succeeding divisions, and it is 
possible tha t they may have been induced by 
the opponents of the Clerk and Collector to 
leave t he meeting. The Commissioners then 
proceeded to purge the roll, and Baillie Aber-
nethie was by a majority of three admitted. Sir 
William Gordon at this point insisted that the 
names of all persons voting should bo taken 
down, and tha t t he Chairman had no vote, ex-
cept a casting vote upon an equality. These 
views were rejected, and the meeting agreed, 
by 16 to 13 votes, tha t the Chairman had a 
deliberative vote, and by a great majority that 
he had a casting vote as well, in cases of 
equality. 

Meyan now took up again the taJe of excep-
tions, and objected to Sir Alexander Reid's title 
to vote as owner of the " L a n d s of Forglane." 
Barra ' s title was however sustained by a majority. 
Alexander Innes, Clerk and Collector, as Pro-
vost of Banff, thereupon took objection to his 
relative, Muiryfauld's, title. Thomas Innes was 
factor to Braco, and was evidently known to be 
opposed t o the Clerk. Muiryfauld explained 
tha t he claimed as Baillie of the Regality of 
Strathisla and not as a heretor; but the objec-
tion that he was not designed ai Baillie in the 
Act of Supply was sustained by 11 to 12 votes. 

On the preliminary objections the Clerk and 
Collector had scored a victory. The election of 
Clerk of Supply was then proceeded with. 
There voted for Alexander Innes 16, and for 
Alexander Stronach, Notar Public, 13. The 
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voting was the same as for Chairman, with 
these differences:—Ardmeallie and P a r k voted 
for Alexr. Innes and Alexr. Stronach respec-
tively, Corskie and Dura did not vote, while 
James Duff and Thomas Innes, against whose 
qualifications objections had been sustained, 
offered their votes, which were disallowed, 
to Alexander Stronach. On, the vote for 
Collector, Alexander Innes was appointed 
by 17 votes to 12 votes given for Alexr. 
Abernethie, merchant in Banff, t h e vote 
being the same as for the clerkship, with this 
exception, that Mr Alexr. Chalmers of Clunie 
voted for Mr Innes. 

Nor was this the end. Meyan intimated tha t 
a summar complaint was " to be given into t he 

Lords of Session" against these appointments. 
Moreover, on the question of the Collector and 
Clerk's salary, Sir "William Gordon renewed t he 
contest by moving an amendment tha t M r Aber-

nethie and Mr Stronach, the Collector and Clerk 
voted " by him and the oyr Commissioners of 
his side of the question," should have t he salary 
proposed to be given to Alexr. Innes, but was 
defeated by 17 t o 12 votes. 

Peter or Patr ick Gordon of Ardmeallie, as 
he is indiscriminately called, though h e sub-
scribes his name " P e t Gordone," had a long 
career as an influential and assiduous worker in 
the county government of Banffshire. H e is 
one of the very few Gordons within the county 
who seem to have given a whole-hearted sup-
port t o the Hanoverian succession. On 7th 
March 1716 he qualified as Commissioner of 
Supply, the county record bearing tha t h e "did 
in fface of the meiteing taik swear and subscrive 
the oaths of alleadgeance and assurance t o His 
Majesty King George." H e was appointed 
Convener of t he oounty in 1742 and 1743. The 
oounty records in 1742 bear tha t he was so ap-
pointed " with power to him to call a meeting 
of Commissrs from t ime to t ime as he shall see 
c a u s e " ; and in 1743 tha t t h e Commissioners 
" continue Patrick Gordon of Ardmealie t o be 
their Conveener." Af t e r the rising of the 
Forty-five he presided at meetings of t h e Com-
missioners of Supply held on 14th May and 4th 
June 1747. He married Ann Bisset, daughter 
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of Robert Bisset of Lessendrum, in 1706, and 
on 12th J u n e of that year a sasrne was recorded 
in his and her favour of the lands of Ardmeallie 
in which he is designed as younger of Ard-
meallie. H e married again, probably in 1722, 
for on t he 26th April of that year there is re-
corded a sasine in favour of " M r s Mary Duff, 
spouse of Peter Gordon "of Ardmeallie, during 
all the days of her lifetime in case she survived 
her said husband, in" all and haill the Lands of 
Ardmeally." H e was succeeded by hie son 
James, his eldest son, Archibald, having pre-
deceased him. Ardmeallie died in 1762. 

A t a meeting of the Commissioners of 
Supply held on 19th J u n e 1742 — present: 
" Patrick Gordon of Ardmeallie, John. Innea 
of Edingight, John Innes of Edingight 
younger, William Leslie of Melross, George 
Joass of Colleonard, John Ogilvie, Baillie of 
the Regality of Ogilvie, Thomas Stuart- of 
Bogg, Alexr. Innes, Provost of the Burgh of 
Banff for the time, George Abernethie, Eldest 
Baillie for the said Burgh for the t i m e " (Ard-
meallie, preses),—as George Gordon of Buckie 
and the heri tors of Raffan had not given in an 
estimate of the charge that would be necessary 
for building the bridges over the Burns of 
Buckie and Tynet, consideration of the matter 
was continued to the meeting in August. 

"Therea f t e r , William Leslie of Melross repre-
sented Tha t the bridge which the Commissioners 
formerly ordered to be built over Fiddich, and 
for which ffourty pounds sterling is appointed 
to be paid for defraying the charges thereof, 
was now built and finisht, But that it was still 
necessary to have a causyway and arch on the 
north side of said bridge for giveing more easy 
access thereto in t ime of speate, and for which 
i t will cost about ten pounds sterling: They 
therefore recommend to Melross, Lesmurdie, 
and Tullich, or any one of them, to contract 
for said work, for any sum not exceeding ten 
pounds for carrying on the same, which the 
contractors are to advance in the meantime till 
the shires funds answer; And they hereby or-
dain tha t the same may be paid out of the 
highway money after all former orders are satis-
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fied and after paying in t o Buckie and heretors 
of Raffan, what will be sufficient for defraying 
the charges of building the two small Bridges 
on the Burns of Buckie and Tynet, which they 
ordain to have t he preferrence as being first 
applyed for, and tha t there was never any high-
way money given formerly for building Bridges 

or repairing highways in t he Enzie. 
" P E T . GORDON, P . " 

At a meeting of the Commissioners of Supply 
held at Banff on the 1st October 1742—present: 
" Sir Robert Abercrombie, Ardmeallie, T h e Pro-

vost and Eldest Baillie of Banff, John Ogilvie, 
Baillie of the Regality of Ogilvie, Sir Rober t 
Abercrombie, Preses." 

The Commissioners "considered a letter from 
George Gordon of Buckie anent the charges 
and some necessarys for building a bridge over 
the Burn of Buokie, with a let ter f rom John 
Chalmers, meason, directed to Buckie, showing 
that he had made ane estimate of what t h e said 
Bridge may cost, which must be twenty foot of 
an. Arch, in widness betwixt the Land Stools 
nine foot on the Top, betwixt the Revels, and 
that it will require the sum of Twenty pounds 
sterling for that purpose. The undertaker 
furnishing wood, lime, stones, iron, and work-
manship, The country answering for t he carriage 
of all materialls. 

" The Commissioners having considered the 
said application f rom Buckie and oyr. heritors 

of the Enzie, and knowing t h e sd. Bridge to be 
absolutly necessary, They appoint their Col-
lector to pay to George Gordon of Buckie, as 
soon as money can answer af ter paying the 
Bridge of Balveny according t o former minutes, 
any sum from time to t ime for carrying on the 
work not exceeding twenty pounds sterling upon 
the said George Gordon his Draughts, which is 
hereby declared t o be sufficient to the Collector 
and they Recomend to h im to contract with 
a workman for building said bridge, to give the 
necessary directions yr. anent, and tha t he may 
take the meason contracting bound t o uphold 
the work for at least twenty years according to 
the former Resolution of the Commissioners. 

" R O B E R T ABERCROMBY." 
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At a meeting of Commissioners of Supply 
held at Banff on the 18 th Hay 1743—present: " S i r 
Alexr. Reid of Barra, John Innes of Edingight, 
John Gordon, Baillie of the Regallity of Enzie, 
George Joass of Colleonard, Patrick Gordon of 
Ardmeallie, John Ord of ffindochtie, Eldest 
Baillie of Cullen, William Leslie of Melross, 
Alexr. Kei th of Northfield, Alex. Gordon of 
Whiteley, James Chalmers of Bellnellan, John 
Ogilvie, Baillie of the Regallity of Ogilvie, Mr 
Alex. Chalmers of Clunie, Walter Ogilvie of 
Badenspink, William Ogilvie, Baillie of the Re-
gallity of Strathisla, James Innes, Eldest Baillie 
of Banff, Alex. Gordon of Muiraik, John 
Innes, younger of Edingight, Patrick Duff of 
Whitehill, Robert Innes of Culvie, John John-
stown of Elrick, Alex. Innes, Provost of Banff, 
and Alex. Abernethie of Corskie, who unani-
mouslie made choice of Patrick Gordon of Ard-
meallie to be preses." 

" Mr Leslie of Melross produced a Declara-
tion under the hand of Alexander Stuart of 
Lessmurdie and James Leslie of Kinninvie, 
dated in October last, testifying that they in 
consequence of the Commissrs Order in June 
last, had aggreed with John Mackonachie, 
meason, for putting up two additionall arches to 
the bridge lately built over the water of ffiddich, 
and that the said additionall arches are now 
sufficiently built and put up, for which they 
aggreed, in name of Lord Braco, to pay him ten 
pounds stg. therefore and which, in name of 
his Lo/p. is paid to him accordingly." 

" John Ord of ffindochtie produced a repre-
sentation from Alexr. Grant of Tochieniel, as 
ffactor to the Earle of ffindlater, shewing that 
there is still some more causey necessary upon 
the high road betwixt Birkenbogg and Cullen 
in the Moss of Whitehouse, as also in the Brae 
of Garronhead in the highway betwixt Banff 
and Cullen. They therefore appoint the said 
Alex. Innes preferrable to all orders to pay to 
the said Alexr. Grant any sum not exceeding 
thirty - six pounds ten shilling Scots for causey-
ing at the said required places, and impower 
him and ffindochtie with their overseer to give 
directions yr anent, and to certifie the same 
when finished, and that ye said Alexr. Grant 
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his recept for the montey expended shall be a 
sufficient instruction for the Collector. 

" P E T . GORDONE, P . " 

At a meeting of Commissioners of Supply 
held at Banff on the 17th May 1744—present: 
"Pa t r i ck Gordon of Ardmeallie, John Innes of 
Edingight, John. Innes of Edingight, younger, 
William Leslie of Melross, George Joass of 
Colleonard, John Ogilvie, Baillie of t he Regality 
of Ogilvie, Walter Ogilvie of Badenspink. 
Alexr. Hary Gordon of Muiraik, Mr Alexr. 
Chalmers, minister of the Gospell at Marnoch, 
heretor of Clunie, Alexr. Innes, Provost of 
Banff, James Innes, Eldest Baillie of Banff, 
Ardmeallie chosen preses, present also, Robert 
Innes of Culvie and John Johnstown of Elrick." 

"Ardmeall ie produced a contract betwixt 
Lessmurdie and Kinninvie and workmen for 
building the new addition and causie which was 
ordered at the Bridge of ffiddich, as also a 
declaration, by the said gentlemen that t he work 
was finished and compleat, The charge whereof 
amounted to Ten pounds sterling. They there-
fore appoint the Collector to pay the same out 
of the highway money to Lessmurdie, and to 
take his discharge therefore, which shall be a 
sufficient instruction for the Collector. 

" T h e y likeways ffind that Lord Braco has 
necessarly laid out the sum of seven pounds 
eleven shillings sterling for a bridge over the 
burn of Rattannach and a causy adjoining t o 
it of three hundred Elns, being a publick Road, 
They approve of said work, and appoint their 
Collector to pay said sum to his Lo/p. as soon 
as funds can answer af ter paying to Buckie and 
the oyr. heretors of Raffan what is formerly 
appointed to be paid them for building bridge 
over the burn of Buokie. 

" T h e y further Recomend to Sir William 
Gordon, of Park , Ardmeallie, and Culvie, and 
Mr Chalmers, or any two of them, t o inspect 
the publick road that passes by Culvie to the 
Boat of Aberchirder, and to appoint such places 
to be causyed on said road as they shall see 
absolutely necessary, and they impower Culvie 
t o imploy workmen and pay them at the sight 
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of the above gentlemen or any two of them 
after the work is finished, and they ordain their 
Collector t o repay Culvie any sum advanced by 
him on tha t account as soon as funds answer 
a f t e r paying the above orders already men-
tioned t o Lesmurdie, Buckie, and Lord Braco. 

" P E T . G O R D O N E , P." 

A t a meeting of Commissioners of Supply 
held a t Banff on the 17th day of May 1745— 
present : "Sir Robert Abercromby of Birkenbogg, 
Sir William Gordon of Park, Sir Alexr. Reid 
of Barra, Arthur Gordon of Carnousie, Peter 
Gordon of Ardmeallie, James Reid, younger of 
Barra, Peter Duff of Whitehill, John Innes of 
Edingight John Innes of Edingight, yor., 
James Innes, Provost of Banff, Robert Innes 
of Culvie, George Joass of Colleonard, Alexr 
Hary Gordon of Muiraik, George Abernethie, 
Eldest Baillie of Banff, Alex. Innes of Rosie-
burn, James Ogilvie of Melross,"—Sir William 
Gordon of Park , the preses of the meeting, was 
named " t h e i r Convener for this current year. 

" Thereafter the Commissioners, upon the 
application of Edingight, ordaind their Collector 
t o give him upon recept ffourty shillings sterl-
ing for repairing the Bridges of Grange and 
Fortrie, and that he may report to next meeting 
how the same has been applyed. 

" They also find that there was an ap-
plication in the year 1738 for having a bridge 
built over the Burn of Blacktown, at which 
time the Commissioners found that to be a 
necessar work, But as nothing ffurther has been 
done since tha t time, They now appoint that 
Bridge to be the first bui l t ; and as the charge 
cannot be immediately ascertained, they recom-
ond to and authorise Carnousie, Ardmeallie. 
and the forsd. James and Alexr. I n n e s e s , or any 
two of them, to pitch upon a proper place for 
building said Bridge, to contract with measons 
and other workmen yrfore in as frugall a 
manner as possible, and to cause execute the 
said work with all convenient Dilligence, and 

for that end to draw upon the Collector for what 
money may be necessary from time to time for 
carrying on t he work, which he is hereby im-
powered to answer, and the same shall be 
allowed him." 
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The Commissioners again repeated their 
warnings against the fai lure of the people to 
give the statute labour and against •encroach-
ments on the roads. They " appoint the i r 
Collector to adject to his intimations for the 
cess That its their express orders tha t the Ten-
nants and Country people in Each parish when 
they are oalled out by the overseer for repair-
ing the highways Give punctuall at tendance, 
otherways they will be prosecute and fined as 
the Law directs, as also that they make out 
headriggs and end riggs upon the Lands next 
to the highways, otherwaya they will be like-
ways prosecute for the neglect thereof.— 
WILLIAM GORDON, P r e s e s . " 

"Therea f t e r such of the gentlemen named 
as are Justices of Peace of this County, consti-
tute themselves into a Justice of Peace meeting 
and named the said Sir William Gordon of Pa rk 
to be preses," and dealt with the following case 
of casting about a par t of the King's highway 
in virtue of the Act of 1669. The Justices like-
wise took steps to assist the Commissioners of 
Supply to have t h e roads in the county made 
the legal width, and to prevent encroachment 
being made upon them. 

" I t being represented, in name of my Lord 
ffindlater, to the Justices that the publick road 
after passing the Bridge of Durn in the King's-
highway betwixt Banff and Cullen is become 
quite impassible by the Brae on the side of the 
said Road giveing way and falling down, and 
tha t i t 's absolutly necessar t o alter the said 
Road and carry i t in through the head of the 
Town of Portsoy or thereby, and for tha t end 
his Lo/p. has caused the tennant leave out a 
rigg of land for making out said road, and was 
desireous to have the Justices of Peace concur-
rence for that effect. 

" T h e Justices ordain the said road t o be 
altered and made out at the sight of Sir Robert 
Abercromby, Sir William Dunbar, Mr Grant of 
Tochieneel, and the overseer, or any two of 
them accordingly. 

" The Justices recomend to the heretors in 
every Parish to meet with the overseer and t o 
adjust the roads in t he severall parishes, and 
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ascertain t he breadths thereof, and that they 
give directions to their tennants, I n the way of 
labouring their land, that where their Lands join 
t he highway they take care to make out head 
riggs and end riggs, which they ordain t o be 
intimate in t he intimation for the cess certify-
ing all transgressors that they will be punisht 
as the Law directs, and that there shall be no 
pits or holes digged within, the breadth of the 
Highways, nor any alteration made afterwards 
upon said roads without authority from the 
Justices, and appoint the overseer to report at 
every meeting where the above rules are trans-
gressd tha t t he offenders may be prosecute. 

WILLIAM GORDON, P r e s e s . " 

Three months later Prince Charlie unfurled 
his standard a t Glenfinnan, and was soon to be 
joined by the Convener of Banffshire. Whether 
many of h i s tenants went out with him, I am 
no t aware, but he was accompanied by four of 
h is men servants. Appointed Lieutenant-Col. 
of Lord Ogilvie's Regiment, he took part in 
t he march to Derby, in t he retreat to Scotland, 
and was present at Oulloden, dressed, as a wit-
ness depones against him, in " a sort of High-
land clothes." The Chevalier De Johnstone-
gives a graphic account of foregathering with 
Park , Lord Lewis Gordon, Gordon of Avochie. 
and Park ' s half-brother, Cobairdy, at Rothie-
murchus after Culloden, and of their journey 
t o Park. There the laird, attainted, lurked for 
nearly two years, more than once hunted from 
hiding place to hiding place by the King's-
troops. A report which reached the Govern-
ment in November 1746 that Sir William Gordon 
with several others had escaped abroad in a 
Danish ship which they had boarded in small 
boats f rom Arbroath was unfounded. On 4th 
November 1747 the Earl of Findlater and Sea-
field, Sheriff of the County, reported to the 
Lord Justice Clerk that on the preceding Sun-
day a fut i le search had been made by two 
parties of soldiers f rom Banff and Cullen fo r 
persons attainted and exempted from the in-
demnity. H e continues—" Captain Gordon, of 
General Blakney's Regiment, who commands in 
Bamff, writes me that on their road a well-

Ban
ffs

hir
e 

Fiel
d 

Club



134 

dressed man crossed the i r f ron t a t a quarter of 
& mile's distance in a hand gallop. Upon which 
the Captain thought it necessary t o send an 
officer to examine him, which when he per-
ceived he set spurs in. his horse, and then both 
the Captain and the officer pursued him, on 
which he drove through t h e boggs u p a hill as 
fast as he could; but the officers in pursuing 
got their horses bogg'd, and found themselves 
invironed with dykes and boggs, so tha t he 
fairly made his escape through his bet ter know-
ledge of the country, and tha t upon the i r ex-
amining the country people who saw him, thev 
said it was Sir William Gordon of Park. 
Captain Gordon fur ther adds tha t by the way 
he came, it was imagined he had been drove 
f rom one of the houses searched by Captain 
Wheelock, the commanding officer a t Cullen." 

Shortly af ter this he escaped abroad, and was 
joined in France by his wife, Lady J a n e t Duff, 
eldest daughter of Lord Braco. H e died in 
France, the estate of Park , which had been 
entailed in 1713, having previously passed under 
his attainder t o his brother, Captain James 
Gordon. 

A t a meeting of Commissioners of Supply 
held at Banff on the 20th day of May 1746— 
present : " Alexander Gairden of Troup, Pe te r 
Gordon of Ardmeallie, Alexr. Gordon of Cairn-
field, John Innes of Edingight, George Joass of 
Colleonard, Alexander Kei th of Northfield, 
Robert Innes of Culvie, Wal te r Ogilvie of Bad-
enspink, Alexander H a r y Gordon of Muiraik, 
-James Innes, Provost of Banff, George Gairden, 
Eldest Baillie thereof, and John Ogilvie, Baillie 
of the Regallity of Ogilvie, Troup being chosen 
Preses." 

An application having been made " t o the 
Commissioners in name of Cairnfield at last 
yea r s Generall meeting for having a Bridge 
Built over the burn of Cairnfield in the high-
way from Elgin to Banff, as also an est imate of 
the charge being then laid before the Commis-
sioners, and the Commissioners present being 
now satisfied that i t is a very usefull and neces-
sary work, they ordain the same to be built, 
and appoint their Collector t o pay in t o Alexr. 
Gordon of Cairnfield upon his Recept as soon 
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as he has funds in his hands, any sum not ex-
ceeding Eleven pounds sterling for defraying 
the charge thereof, and hereby impower him to 
contract with workmen and cause carry on the 
said work a t h is sight in the most frugall manner 
and when done to lay before the Commissioners 
proper vouchers for instructing the charge of 
the work." 

T h e Commissioners also authorise the pay-
ment t o Troup o r James Beid, his ffactor, " any 
sum not exceeding eight pounds sterling for 
building a Bridge at t h e Burnmouth of St 
ffergus, being a publick highway and a necessary 
w o r k . — A L E X . GARDEN, P . " 

Alexander Garden, designated Troup younger 
in t h e sederunts of many of the meetings of 
Commissioners of Supply which h e attended 
during his fa ther ' s l ifetime, took a very active 
interest in t h e Government of the county. 
Brought u p an advocate, he also took an active 
p a r t in the government of Scotland. Like his 
father , he was a zealous supporter of the Re-
volution Set t lement and of t h e Hanoverian 
succession. I n 1716, a f t e r t h e rising of the 
F i f t e e n had been suppressed, the Commissioners 
of Supply of Banffshire appointed him one of 
a committee of th ree to draw up " a n e con-
gratular ie address t o His Majestye King George 
suitable to t h e present hapie juncture and 
postur off a f f a y r e s " Next year it was he who 
was appointed by Government Civilist to King's 
College, Aberdeen, i n place of an extruded 
Jacobi te 

A f t e r the suppression of t h e rising of the 
F i f teen ho and his father added to the family 
es ta te of T roup large interests in Aberdeen-
shire. T h e t ime was opportune, as estates had 
been forfei ted. H i s marriage with a daughter 
of Sir Francis Grant of Bellintomb and of 
Cullen (Gamrie), who rose to be a Judge of the 
Court of Session, under the t i t le of Lord Cullen, 
and who had purchased in 1712 Monymusk in 
Aberdeenshire, brought him additional influ-
ence. His three sons —Alexander, who was 
member of Par l iament for Aberdeenshire f rom 
1768 to 1785; Francis, who reached the Bench 
in 1764- as Lord Gardenstown; and Peter , who 
marr ied a Campbell of Glenlyon, successively 
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followed him in possession of Troup. H e first 
presided at a meeting of Commissioners of 
Supply of Banffshire on 4th October 1733, and 
unlike his deceased father he signed the sederunt 
" Garden." His fa ther had presided at the 
first general meeting of Commissioners of 
Supply in Banffshire a f te r t h e Fif teen, and 
similarly after the Forty-five his son presided 
at the meeting held on 20th May 1746, at which 
he was appointed Convener for the year. His 
known zeal and activity for the Hanoverian 
succession brought him into s t range trouble 
later in 1746. The narrative reminds one of an 
adventure with brigands in Turkey o r Morocco. 
" On Sunday, the 31st of August ," so the in-
formation to Government rail, " a par ty of 
arm'd Rebels to the number of about 12, who 
appeared to be Highlanders, commanded by a 
Young Man who appeared to be about 30 and 
look't like a gentleman and a low country man. 
came about ten aclock a t night t o the House of 
Troop, eight miles t o the east of Banff, where 
they seized Alexr. Garden of Troup, and made 
a demand of £2000 sterling, And as he had not 
t ha t sum by him, They forced him to write t o 
some of his fr iends t o raise it, and threatned 
to pu t him to death if it was n o t paid upon 
t he 3d at mid-day. They seized all his papers 
of value, and his father 's , and his accot with 
the York Building Company, and about £100 
of money, All which papers and money they 
carried with them, and also carried M r Garden 
of Troop prisoner alongst wi th them. They 
set out from his house about one aclock on 
Monday morning,- and took the road by the 
Hills of Benny (Rhynie) or Nor th . " Troup 's 
servants, who were t o deliver t he letters for 
raising t he £2000, were ordered t o appear in 
the Glen of North above Whi te lumbs on Wed-
nesday. They appeared at the rendezvous 
given, but could not effect t he i r master 's escape. 
Provost Innes, of Banff, and others thereaf ter 
went t o Strathboggie to t r y t o relieve Troup 
without avail. They then -went to Aberdeen 
and Banff t o raise the military. The informa-
tion concludes—" John Philip, servant t o Troup, 
heard the young man who commanded the 
Rebels say tha t tho ' he received the £2000 it 
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"was small to divide amongst so many noblemen 
and gentlemen whose houses were burnt, and 
his amongst the rest ." The military seem to 
have acted with promptitude. On 9th Septem-
ber the Commander-in-Chief in Scotland was 
able to r epor t t h a t " the Rebels, finding them-
selves close pursued, released him (Mr Garden) 
on Saturday night a t ten o'clock, having only 
taken f r o m him £143, but if they think I have 
done with them for showing this mark of in-
dulgence, they are mistaken, for I will have 
t h e m dead or alive, for so audacious an Act was 
never commit ted." Easier said than done. 
They failed to capture the kidnappers or to 
recover t he many valuable papers taken from 
Mr Garden. Indeed these were only recovered 
through Gordon of Avochie, who was under 
at tainder for his share in the rising, and who 
st ipulated for a protection from Government, 
which Troup on December 1747 tried to get for 
him, before he would part with the documents 
—all which looks very much as though Avochie 
had been in the plot from the beginning. 

The Rising of the Forty-five had left its mark 
in, t h e poverty of t he county, and the highway 
money soon ceased to be levied, until June 
1751, when a new era in road-making began in 
the county. 

At a meeting of the Commissioners of Supply 
held a t Banff on the 14th May 1747—present: 
" Pat r ick Gordon of Ardmeallie, George. Joass 
of Colleonard, Walter Ogilvie of Badenspink, 
Mr Alexr. Chalmers of Clunie, Alexander Hary 
Gordon of Muiraik, James Innes, Provost of 
Banff, John Ogilvie, Baillie of the Regallity of 
Ogilvie , Robt. Innes of Culvie, John Duffus, 
Eldest Baillie of Banff, and Alexr. Innes of 
Whi t eh i l l " (Ardmeallie proses), the Commis-
sioners came to the following resolution: — 
" B u t in respect of t he late Troubles and 
Poverty among the Tennants, They have re-
solved t o lay aside highway money and vaga-
bond money for this current year, Recomend-
ing to every Heretor within his own bounds and 
in his neighbourhood to call out the country, 
and t o direct and oversee the repairing of the 
highways in respect there is no fund now for 
an overseer for that purpose." 

Ban
ffs

hir
e 

Fiel
d 

Club



138 
We find from the following entry in this 

minute that Captain James Innes, t he 
general overseer, had died before this 
da te ; " and there being an attestat ion 
under the hands of Edingight and t he minister 
of Grange Declaring that they were witnes to 
an agreement made by t he deceast Captain 
James Innes, their overseer of t he highways, in 
consequence of an order f rom the Commis-
sioners a t a Generall Meeting whereby he agreed 
to pay to James Cruickshank ffourty-two pounds 
Scots for making t he reparat ions then necessary 
for the Bridges of Grange and ffortrie, and at-
testing t he said work to be done and perfected 
according to agreement they therefore Impower 
the said Alexr. Innes to pay the same if he has 
as much in his hands." 

From the following minute of 22nd Ju ly 1747 
—present: " Lord Braco, Sir Rober t Aber-
crombie, Alexander Duff of Hat ton , Thomas 
Grant of Achoynanie, William Donaldson of 
Kinnairdie, George Joass of Colleonard, James 
Ogilvie of Melross, Alexander Innes of Rosy-
burn—Lord Braco, preses,"—we gather the fol-
lowing additional particulars regarding the 
overseer:— 

" T h e said Commissioners, considering Tha t 
the sallary appointed for t h e now deceast Capt. 
James Innes as Overseer and Director of t he 
highways at their Generall Meeting in May 1745 
Lyes yet in the Collector's hands, and that 
William Leslie of Melross having procured bill 
on the Collector immediatly a f t e r said Generall 
meeting to the extent and value of t he said 
sallary, being: three hundred mks, in o rder to 
reimburse him of what he had necessarly ex-
pended preceeding tha t t ime for the subsistence 
of the said Captain and his family which still 
ly over unpaid. The Commissioners therefore 
ordain Alexander Innes the i r Collector to pay 
the said sum to t h e said Will iam Leslie, and to 
take his receipt and discharge therefor, which 
shall be allowed to him. 

" B R A C O , P." 
W e have now reached the time limit , J anua ry 

1750, of our present survey of the county ad-
ministration of the Roads, and i t may be of 
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interest a t this point to note a few references 
t o t he Roads of t he County by an outside con-
temporary. I n the Journal of the English 
medical officer who attended on the Duke of 
Cumberland's army in 1746, before referred to, 
tha t gentleman recounts in April of that year 
that ' f rom Turriff, a f ter riding eight miles 
over moderate hilly and plentiful country 
and good roads . . . . we arrived at 
Banff. Before we enter Banff we are obliged 
t o ford this broad river. . . . After leaving 
Banff we travel along the sea coast, and have 
fine views of the rising mountains near the 
firth of Cromarty." H e travelled along the 
road f rom Banff to Fochabers, more than once 
referred to. Like the Deveron, the Spey had 
t o be forded. I n 1746 there was no bridge on 
t he Deveron. except the bridge at its head waters 
over the Blackwater in Cabrach, built by Les-
murdie in 1725; and there were none on the 
Spey, at any rate within the counties of Banff 
and Moray. 

On his return from Culloden and the north 
in September of the same year, after re-cross-
ing t he Spey, he includes the following in his 
narra t ive of his journey through Banffshire: — 
" Af t e r leaving Fochabers I rode over a moun-
tainous country. . . . After six miles riding 
I . oame to a small village called Keith. . . 
Here was nothing remarkable, but an exceeding 
high and steep stone bridge of one arch over 
a pleasant branch of the river Deveron, close 
t o which I saw a mighty rock stone which makes 
par t of the foundation of this bridge." This 
was no doubt the " A u l d b r i g " over the Isla, 
built in 1609 by Thomas Murray and Janet 
Lindsay. There has been given the reference 
to its repair by the county authorities in. 
1724- a t the instance of Thomas Grant of 
Achoynanie. 

H e continues, " F r o m Keith I had six more 
miles to Strathbogie, and in that road passed 
over the most strong country I had yet seen 
called' Gaury [a misprint for Carny or Cairny]. 

I then thought I was come into the most deso-
late and barren part of the world. . . . 

" F r o m Strathbogie I took a journey to Banff 
and back again, twelve miles distance, all cross 
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the country and very mountainous, so tha t all 
along the road (greatest pa r t of which was stony 
and boggy) I conceived I was got again into 
the Highlands; for I think the country here 
may be properly so called, being continued 
barren mountains and villages." Passing Rothie-
may House he came to Abernethy of Main 's 
[Mayen's]. " F r o m this place t o Banff the 
Deveron obetructs our way, which with great 
difficulty and some danger I forded with my 
horse. From thence we come into a country 
producing scarce anything bu t peat for firing; 

. . . and then had a pre t ty good road to 
Banff." He had struck the road from Marnoch 
Kirk to Banff, so often referred to in the 
County Minutes. 

I have given in detail t he names of those 
Commissioners of Supply, and of those Justices 
of the Peace, who initiated and carried on t h e 
management of roads and other work of county 
administration. I have done so because it may 
be of some interest t o know who, amongst the 
restricted class eligible, chiefly interested them-
selves in those early days in county govern-
ment, and were pioneers in t he improvements 
detailed. Even the absence of certain names 
from the sederunts throws a fa in t l ight on t he 
movements of the times. From 1718, or, for 
that matter, f rom 1696 on to 1750 and later, 
with the solitary exception of the appear-
ance of John Gordon, Baillie of the Re-
gallity of Enzie, a t the Whitsunday meet-
ing of Commissioners of Supply in 1743, 
there is no mention of any Duke of Gordon or 
of anyone on his behalf, a t tending any County 
meeting, though the Gordon interest in the 
county was great. The reason is probably 
found in the strong Jacobite leanings of the 
Heads of the House of Gordon, and in the fact 
that all Commissioners of Supply and Justices 
of the Peace on taking their seats had to 
qualify by taking the oaths of Allegiance and 
Assurance, swearing to maintain t he Revolution 
Settlement of the Crown, and abjur ing t he 

exiled Stuarts. George, 1st Duke of Gordon, had 
held Edinburgh Castle for the exiled King 
James VII . during the Revolution in 1689. H e 
was too old to be out in the Fi f teen, and died 
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i n 1716. Alexander, the second Duke, was out 
i n the F i f t e e n as Marquis of Huntly, and fought 
a t Sherriffmuir. H e died in 1728. Cosmo 
George, t he th i rd Duke, kept out of the rising 
of Forty-five ; but his brother, Lord Lewis, took 
an active pa r t in it. 

On the other hand, we find the county 
families who had supported the Revolution 
Set t lement , the succession of Queen Anne and 
K i n g George, such as the Earl of Findlater and 
Seafield, Lord Deskford, his eldest son, Lord 
Braco, Lord Forglen, the Lairds of Troup, 

Edingeith, Glassaugh, Kinnairdie, and Achoy-
nanie, active in oarrying on the county govern-
ment. , 

Again we have others who, though they had 
more than once reluctantly no doubt qualified 
themselves to government and voted the annual 
county supply to King William, Queen Anne, 
o r t he two Firsrt Georges, were ready, like Birk-
enbog, Durn, Farskane, Carnousie, and Glen-
garrock in the Fif teen, and like Park, Duni, 
Y o u n g Rannas and Captain George Abernethie. 
eldest Bailie of Banff, in the Forty-five, t o strike 
a blow so tha t their Jacobite King might have 
h i s own again. 

The cordial thanks of the meeting were 
awarded t o Mr Grant for his interesting con-
t r ibut ion. 
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