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Tommore. Big hollow. Toll, hollow; mor, 
big. 

Tom na Craggan. Hill of the rooks. Tom, 
hill ; creagan, rooks. 

Tom na Glein. Hill of the glen. Tom, h i l l ; 
glinn, g. of gleann, glen. 

Tom na Heron. Hill of castrated goats. Tom, 
hill; eibhrinn, g. of eibhrioun, castrated 
goat. 

Tom na Liath. Grey hill. Tom, h i l l ; na, of 
t h e ; liath, grey. 

The Sole. Meaning unknown. A possible ety-
mology is Soghal, a wet place. 

Tomnareave, or Tomnareive. Hill of the cat t le 
fold. Tom, hill ; rath, enolosed circle. 

Tomnavouan. Hill of the bothies. Tom, h i l l ; 
bhotham, g. pl., asp. of botham, hut , bothy 
for making whisky. 

Tomnavoulin. Hill of the mill. Tom, h i l l ; 
mhuilinn,. g., asp. of muileann, mill. 

"Tom Trumper. Trumpeters ' hill. Tom, h i l l ; 
trombaire, g. of trombair, trumpeter. 

Tordhu. Blaok mound or rock. Torr , rock, 
mound; dubh, black. 

T o r of Suie. Rocky hill at Suie. Torr , rocky 
height; suidhe, settlement. 

Weiroch. Howe Land. Uir, land, ea r th ; eoch, 
howe. 

NEW MEMBERS. 

Mr William Craib, s tudent; Mr D. Robert-
son, Inland Revenue; and Dr Murray, Banff, 
were nominated for election as members of the 
Club. 

FINANCES. 

Mr Grant, the treasurer, submitted the 
financial statement for the year. A t t h a t time 
last year they had in bank and on hand a sum 
of £68 18s. 5d. The total income during the 
year amounted to £12 4s. 9d., t h e chief i tem 
being £11 5s. for subscriptions by forty-five 
members. The outlay during t he year amounted 
to £7 1s. 10d., and at the close of the year 
there was at the credit of the Club a balance 
of £74 ls 4d. 

The report was considered highly satisfactory. 
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THE YEAR'S TRANSACTIONS. 

The Secretary, Mr Yeats, then read his 
annual report as follows:—In making our 
annual repor t we have to chronicle what upon 
t he whole must be considered a successful and, 
in some respects, even a very successful year. 
T h e ret ir ing President of last year, Mr Thom-
son, gave" the winter meetings an exceptionally 
good s tar t by his paper on " Sundew and 
sensation in p l a n t s " The paper was of a very 
nigh order, quite up to the mark of a paper 
for t he British Association. Then we had Mr 
Harper ' s paper on a "Banffsh i re Poet-Priest," 
in, which he describes the career of a man whom 
it would have been a shame to allow to sink 
into oblivion. A t t he same meeting we had a 
paper f rom t h e late Dr Richards on " T h e 
Mission of Mediocrity," in which he showed 
that t he work of the world is in the main done 
by men of average ability. A t next meeting 
we had M r Grant 's paper entitled " T h e Ad-
ministration, of Roads in Banffshire during the 
first half of the eighteenth century." The 
paper is f a r too long for any attempt to give 
even an abstract of i t here. Suffice i t to say 
t h a t i t embraces a period during which the 
traffic of the country began t o be carried by 
wheeled- vehicles instead of on horseback, which 
had, up to this time, been the prevailing method 
of transport . T h e paper also gives valuable 
side lights on the history of the county. Some 
one has said tha t the Scotch lairds are as un-
changeable as the fixed stars. This dictum is 
not borne out by the minutes of the old Road 
Authority. The Joasses of Colleonard, the 
Dunbars of Durn,, the Donaldsons of Kinnairdy, 
the Hays of Mountblairy and Rannes, who were 
much in evidence at county meetings in the 
beginning of t he 18th century, are gone, and 
have le f t no representative. The Ogilvies of 
Findla ter and Forglen are now represented by 
the Grants and Abercrombys respectively: 
while the Gordons, who perhaps held a good 
deal more of the land of the county than they 
do now, took very little par t in its public busi-
ness. Their great Chief, indeed, the " Cock of 
the Nor th ," never appears in, the sederunt a t 
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county meetings, and is very seldom repre-
sented. These absences did no t arise from want 
of interest. But there were such things as 
oaths of allegiance, which were very incon-
venient for people who were not well affected 
towards the Government of the day. Then, we 
had two papers f rom Dr Milne, the result of 
his being stationed at Tomintoul for a few 
months of last year. In the first paper D r 
Milne treats of the geology of Kirkmichael and 
Glenlivet; and, needless to say, he goes into 
the subject with a hearty good will, and gives 
a good idea of the outstanding geological fea-
tures of this rather wild but very interesting 
district. Should the Field Club at some fu tu re 
t ime undertake a description of the rock forma-
tion of the whole county, i t will probably be 
found that beyond Dr Milne's contribution to 
this year's Transactions, little fur ther is re-
quired as far as the southern end of the county 
is concerned. Dr Milne's other paper is on t he 
Place Names of the District. The population 
of the two parishes of Kirkmichael and Inver-
aven are even at this day almost entirely Celtic. 
In our grandfathers' t ime Gaelic was generally 
spoken in both parishes, and even yet t he Gaelic 
accent is quite perceptible in the common speech 
of the district. I t is not t o be wondered at, 
therefore, that most of the proper names are 
of Celtic origin. The Gaelic tongue seems to 
lend itself t o descriptive proper n a m e s ; and 
when, as in this part of the country of ten hap-
pens, we find a whole countryside called by the 
same name, with the adjectives Muckle and 
Little, Upper and Lower, Easter and Wester, 
North and South, Auld and New, &c., &c., 
prefixed, we cannot but deplore the want of 
poetry in the inhabitants or the poverty of the 
language for descriptive purposes. D r Milne 
has dealt only with the place names of Kirk-
michael as yet. But I am not without hope 
that we will have a further instalment giving 
the etymology of the place names in Inveraven 
and Glenlivet. As the papers mentioned a r e to 
be printed in full in the Transactions, it is 
obvious that these will be both extensive and 
important. I t is well that this should be so, as 

more than two-thirds of our members are now 
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non-resident, and the Transactions are the 
principal means of keeping them in touch with 
the Club. 

The joint meeting of Northern Literary and 
Scientific Societies was held this year at Inver-
ness. Our Club was represented by the Presi-
dent and Mr Greig. 

We have had no general excursion by the 
whole Club this year. During the twenty-five 
years of the Club's existence we have used up 
most of the places most suitable for large ex-
cursions, and perhaps i t is time to think of 
going over the old ground again. The per-
sonnel of the Club has so changed that the old 
ground would be sufficiently new to them. The 
botanical section of the Club has again been 
very active, and so long as the good weather 
lasted Saturday afternoon excursions were the 
order of the day. These small sectional excur-
sions are exceedingly interesting and useful, 
and are t o the large excursions what ordinary 
drill is to the review. I see from the minutes 
t ha t so long ago as 26th October 1882 conveners 
were appointed for the sections of natural 
history, antiquities, topography, geology, and 
botany. The idea was a good one, but very 
little came of it. These Saturday afternoon 
botanical excursions are a sort of unauthorised 
revival of the scheme; and, if some or all of 
the sections mentioned should be revived in the 
same manner, the interests of the Club could 
not fail to be benefited. 

Only one new member has joined the Club 
during the year. No member has died; but 
there is always some leakage from members 
leaving t he district and other causes. I t is, 
therefore, incumbent on every one, who wishes 
t he prosperity of the Club, to be on the outlook 
for suitable parties and get them to become 
members, if its strength and efficiency are to 
be maintained. 

The report was adopted. 

P R E S I D E N T ' S ADDRESS. 

Thereafter there was read a paper sent by 
the retiring President, Mr J . Tennant Gordon, 
Chief Constable of Fife, and late Chief Con-
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