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THURSDAY, JUNE 21, 1906. 

MEETING AT BANFF. 

A meeting of the Banffshire Field Club was 
held in the reading-room of the Banff Town 
and County Club this evening. On the motion 
of Mr Greig, Sandlaw, Provost Alexander was 
called to the chair. 

NEW MEMBERS 

On the motion of the secretary, Mr Yeats, 
Dr Andrew Brown Murray, Mr Wm. Craib, 
jun., and Mr D. L. Robertson were elected 
members of the Club; and there were proposed 
for election at next meeting Bailie Robertson, 
Banff ; Mr John Graham Callender and Mr 
William Adam, Banff. 

DISCOVERY OF URNS AT FORGLEN. 

There was thereafter read a paper by Mr 
Andrew Bell, Forglen, on urns found in the 
course of excavations near the Mausoleum at 
Forglen House, Mr Yeats recalling in. this con-
nection the urn found on the farm of White-
field, and fully described at the time in, the 
Banffshire Journal. 

Mr Bell's paper, which, was accompanied by 
an illustrative drawing of the positions of the 
urns found, was as follows:— 

After the Whitefield urn was discovered, Sir 
George Abercromby, Bart, of Forglen, thought 
it would be interesting to have some excavations 
at the mound situated in the wood known as 
the Meadowheads and about 100 yards south 
from the Forglen family mausoleum. I t was 
quite apparent that this mound or barrow had 
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never been disturbed, as it was almost circular 
in form and quite smooth on the surface. 

About the middle of September the work was 
taken in hand, and a large trench, about 3 
feet wide, was cut through the mound , and the 
only discovery made at this time was a paved 
space, measuring 6 feet by 3 feet, near the 
south-we6t side of the mound, and carefully 
causeyed with pebbles, water run, and evidently 
brought from a distance, as no pebbles of this 
class are found in the immediate vicinity of the 
mound. This causeyed space was covered by 
about 6 or 8 inches of black decayed vegetable 
matter, as if it had' been the accumulation of 
decayed leaves, &c. This space was not level, 
but inclined on a slope following the outer slope 
of the mound. 

The material of which the mound is com-
posed is a yellow sand, mixed with clay, and 
there was an absence of stones except at the 
paved places and' rows of pebbles. This material 
is not found in the immediate vicinity, but at 
the parish kirk of Forglen the same material 
is met with and about half-a-mile south-west of 
the mound. At no other part of the surface 
of the mound' was there found a layer of black 
matter of any depth except above the pavement. 

The Urn No. 1 (first discovered) was about 
20 feet from the centre of the paved square on 
plan, measuring in a northern direction from 
centre of said square, audi at a depth of about 
three feet from the surface. I t was slightly 
turned on its side, but was quite whole when 
discovered. Above the urn there was a causeyed 
square of water-run stones or pebbles, about 
three feet square. Round about the urn and 
underneath were large quantities of charred 
wood or clay, as if a large fire had been burned. 
No bones were found1 here, and nothing was 
found in the urn in the way of bones or ashes, 
it being filled only with sandy clay, the same 
as what the mound is composed of. The urn 
was about 7 inches high, and about 54 in dia-
meter, and was ornamented with rough drawn, 
lines running horizontally found the urn. 

No. 2 urn was got about 16 inches from the 
surface of the mound, and unfortunately was 
broken into a great many pieces. By perse-
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-verance the pieces were put together so that 
a correct idea of the size of the urn might be 
got. I t was 8 inches in height, and about 6 1/2 
inches wide in t he mouth, and had been beau-
tifully ornamented in a very neat design. Al-
though into a great many pieces when found, it 
was standing erect on its bottom, and the broken 
pieces were picked' out of the clay. 

No. 3 urn was found 5 feet under t he surface 
of the mound. I t was lying on its side, and 
was crushed together, but as the bottom was 
horizontal when found, it is apparent that it 
had been deposited erect and had been turned 
over probably by the roots of trees or perhaps 
by tho soil settling down on it. Under this 
urn, and in a saucer-shaped hollow scooped out 
of the natural surface of t he ground to the 

depth of one foot, was found what I supposed 
to be the remains of a skeleton, two molars 
still fast in t he j a w ; also a quantity of bones 
and ashes, and in close proximity to the skeleton 
was found an arrow point o r head in perfect 
order. The depression for the body was cir-
cular, and about 5 feet in diameter. 

The mound is about 65 feet in diameter, and 
-almost circular, and is about 6 to 7 feet deep 
in the middle, sloping down all round. A t dif-
ferent places, and a t different levels, are to be 
found layers of burned ashes and clay and other 
black matter. The stones used in the causeyed 
par ts and in tho rows of stones were water-run, 
and for a great pa r t were composed of white 
yellowish quartz stones from 3 t o 5 and 6 inches 
in diameter. 

The urns are now at Forglen House. I be-
lieve had the soil been riddled tha t was taken 
out of the depression where t he skeleton was 
found further discoveries might have been 
made. 

T H E F Y V I E Q U E R N . 
There was thereafter submitted a paper by 

Mr George W. Walker, North Haddo, Fyvie, 
on the quern found on the farm of North 
Haddo, and description of which appeared in 
t he Journal a t the time of discovery. In his 
paper Mr Walker stated that while ploughing 
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