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summer that did not see a small knot of botanists 
making their way to some likely locality. These 
small informal excursions are not so imposing as 
large full-dress ones like the one above described; 
but they are very instructive and enjoyable to those 
who take part in them. 

Six new members have joined the Club during the 
year, an accession which will probably more than 
counterbalance any losses from members leaving the 
locality or otherwise. 

T h e report was adopted. 

PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS. 

The President the rea f te r read a paper en-
titled " P e r s o n a l Names." D r Milne sa id :— 

Shakespeare makes one of his characters ask 
t he quest ion—What 's in a name ? suggesting 
tha t there is little o r nothing in a n a m e ; and 
without waiting for an answer t he questioner 
goes on to tell us tha t a rose would smell as 
sweet though called by any other name. This 
is certainly qui te true, but i t does not answer 
t h e question. Let us t ry t o change t he name 
to another which has much t he same meaning 
—rhododendron—which means rose-tree. Rose 
suggests a flower blooming in t he warmest , 
sunniest t ime of the year, growing a t a cottage 
door, or trained to the wall a n d peeping a t t he 
window of a bigger mansion. I t suggests 
something not only sweet i n smell bu t also 
beautiful in colour, handsome in shape, and 
sof t and velvety t o t h e feel. T o call this 
flower a rhododendron makes us th ink of the 
snowy Alps and the lofty, desolate Himalayas 
f rom which t he showy new flower was brought, 
and wi th few of t he qualities which have 
endeared the rose t o t he young of our land. 

I t is difficult t o answer fully t he question— 
Wha t is in a name ? B u t the re is one pecu-
liarity about every name. I t enables us to 
distinguish one person f rom another . If t h e 
community is small one single word may be 
sufficient for this purpose. Among a few 
Eskimo living on a bay of t he sea remote f rom 
other communities, one name is enough; and 
in Norway a few families inhabit ing a small 
space of cultivable ground have among them-
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selves but one name. When letters come to 
them through the post office it is necessary to 
add the name of the district or hamlet. In a. 
family, young children may never hear the 
second part of their own name. I have known 
a child come to school, who to the question— 
What is your name ? could only answer Jamie 
or Johnnie, and who knew neither of his 
father's names. When I was a session clerk a 
man asked me to proclaim the banns of 
marriage between him and a woman; but, to 
the question, What is the bride's name ? he 
could only answer Barbara. They had lived 
long on the same farm, and though he must 
have heard her name sometimes it had been 
so seldom that he had forgotten it. Though 
one name may under certain circumstances 
suffice to distinguish a person, two or more are 
usually given to a person. I shall now proceed 
to mention some of the usages among ancient 
and modern peoples in regard to names. 

The oldest personal names known to us are 
those which we find in the Hebrew Scriptures. 
These are usually short, consisting of four, five, 
or six letters in two syllables arranged so as to 
give a pleasing sound. There are simple rules 
for the pronunciation of short names; but long 
names are pronounced according to rules de-
pending upon their grammatical composition, 
and the only way to avoid mistakes is to con-
sult dictionaries containing the pronunciation 
of Scripture names as given by persons well 
acquainted with Hebrew. Teachers and 
preachers who try to pronounce Hebrew names 
according to English usages of vowels and con-
sonants are sure to make mistakes. Old Testa-
ment names have almost always a meaning, 
easily found out by those who know Hebrew. 
Sometimes they express a hope or a wish re-
garding the future career of the child, and 
sometimes they prophesy what shall happen to 
him in after life. Apparently names were 
counted so sacred that they were rarely 
changed, hence when a name was changed it 
marked some important event in the persons 
life. Pharaoh changed Joseph's name, and 
Nebuchadnezzar changed Daniel's, as marks of 
promotion to high honour. 
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Among the Greeks, people in a good position 
had th ree n a m e s ; one given a t bir th—the fire-
side name—which t h e paren ts regarded as t he 
most impor tan t ; the second told who was t h e 
owner's f a t h e r ; and t h e third' to ld wha t group 
of people he belonged! to, such as our parish, 
or estate, o r clan. T h e first name was o f t en 
tha t borne by the child 's g randfa ther , par t ly 
out of respect t o t he ancestor and t o keep up-
the memory of his name, a n d par t ly tha t , see-
ing an aged relative was a venerable person, 
the child might also be held in some honour. 
The first name of a Greek was usually long 
and no t well adapted fo r being curtai led for 
famil iar use. Hence t h e people of t h e Uni t ed 
States, w h o o f t en give s t range Scripture names 
to their children, seldom give them Greek 
n a m e s ; yet we have all hea rd of Ulysses 
Grant . 

T h e Romans also had th ree names, but t hey 
did no t run. o n t h e same lines as t h e Greek 
names. The first par t , as among t h e Greeks, 
was the fond, famil iar name by which parents 
addressed their ch i ld ren ; and, as wi th us, 
there was a tendency t o so f ten it, which gave 
rise t o wha t is called t h e vocative case. W h e n 
a name ended in " ius," as Livius, Caius, 
Publius, a mother shortened it by dropping t he 
last syllable " u s , " making it Livi, Cai, Publ i . 
When, i t ended in " us," this syllable was 
changed into " e , " a s in Brutus, Rufus , Titus, 
which became Brute , Rufe , Tite. 

T h e second p a r t of the name told the clan 
or family to which t h e parents belonged. T h i s 
was the most impor tan t pa r t , so f a r as the 
public were concerned. I t corresponded' to. 
our family names such as Kei th , Stewart, 
Grant . The t h i r d p a r t was a sor t of nick-
name, sometimes heredi tary, as ou r fishermen's 
to-names, but readily changed if anything 
memorable emerged in a man ' s life, o r if he 
had any personal peculiari ty of colour of hair , 
stature, or bodily defect. If a m a n had red 
hair and h i s son, had also red' hair , both would 
have been called) Rufus , r e d ; b u t if a man 
had a cock-eye most likely his t h i rd name would 
have indicated this, whatever his fa ther 's 
third name had been. Some well-known 
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Roman names were Marcus Tullius Cicero 
Quintus Curtius Rufus, Publius Virgilius Maro. 
Their mothers called them Marce, Quinte, 
Pub l i We call the first Cicero, but a century 
or two ago he was usually spoken of as Tully; 
the second we call Quintus Curtius; and the 
third is universally known as Virgil. This 
shows that public use of the second and third 
names was somewhat arbitrary. The third 
part of the name was called in Latin the 
cognomen, which was what we would properly 
call the surname. Many were well enough 
distinguished by the first and second, and hav-
ing no peculiarity had no surname. Slaves 
had only the first part, unless away from home 
on h i r e ; then they got their master's second 
name 

With the fall of the Roman Empire the 
Latin style of naming disappeared, and in 
Germany and France for a long time people 
bore only one name. But the want of a better 
means of distinguishing one person from 
another led to the addition, of epithets, which 
in Latin charters and narratives were given in 
Latin though the person's name was in French. 
One of these illustrates a Scotch usage. A 
charter mentions a man to whose name, Hugo, 
is appended the two Latin words "Manduca 
Britonem," meaning - E a t the Briton. Man-
d u c a " is in the imperative, and in Scotch 
history we have like it Archibald Bell-the-Cat. 
A much mentioned Irish nickname in connec-
tion with the Phoenix Park murders was Skin-
the-Goat. 

I n France before the year 1000 these nick-
names had grown to be as important as the 
true name, and became hereditary, and ulti-
mately they came to overshadow the personal 
baptismal name. A bookseller whose heredi-
tary name is Hachette does not put up a sign 
bearing his baptismal name followed by his 
family name, but Libraire Hachette, bookshop 
Hachette. If a shopkeeper die leaving a widow 
she puts up a sign with her husband's name 
preceded by Veuve, meaning widow. In Aber-
deen one would have occasionally seen a few 
years ago a sign-board with such a name as 
" Widow Smith," but such are not seen now. 
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On. the other hand, we are imitating a French 
way on tombstones. In France i t has long 
been the custom to have the family name in 
large letters on a tombstone, and this is com-
ing into use in Scotch churchyards and 
cemeteries. 

Formerly in France if a man bore the name 
of a male saint, such as Martin, his wife pre-
fixed the feminine article " l a " to i t and 
affixed " e " to the end, making the name La 
Martine. If the husband died' leaving a widow 
and children, they took the mother 's name in-
stead of their father's, and this gave rise to 
several French family names beginning with 
La, not as a separate word,, but as an integral 
par t of the name. Another French peculiarity 
may be noticed. Ladies using Eau de Cologne 
must have observed that the maker 's name is 
Jean Marie Farina; in English, John Mary 
Farina. Though there are many makers the 
bottles almost all bear t he same name. Just 
as Mary is introduced into names of males, 
Joseph is seen in names of females. In Eng-
land a child who afterwards became second 
Earl of Albemarle was baptised "William Anne, 
in compliment to Queen Anne. 

I n Scotland and England early documents 
show that among all ranks only one name was 
in use, t he name g iven- in bapt ism; and as 
the Catholic Church was very conservative, the 
surname was never mentioned in baptism, even 
af ter two names came to be common. The 
Protestant Churches have in this matter fol-
lowed their mother 's usage. 

The old line of Scottish Kings had but one 
name, hence they got epithets, but these were 
not hereditary. W e had Malcolm Canmore, 
or Big H e a d ; Donald Bane, or the W h i t e ; 
Malcolm the Maiden, meaning with a girlish 
look ; and William the Lion, probably because 
he had a lion rampant on his shield as his 
personal badge, which afterwards became the 
hereditary emblem of Scotland. William the 
Lion, however, sometimes assumed as a second 
name his mother 's name, Warenne. Our first 
King with a hereditary name was Robert the 
Bruce, and the next line of Kings took the 
name of their office of Steward. The chief of 
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the family bore the title of The Steward; before 
the family came to the throne. 

In antiquarian periodicals the question is 
sometimes put—What is the King's family 
name ? A previous question is—Has the King 
a family name ? I t all depends ,upon when 
his father's ancestors became noble. We have 
had lines with family names—Tudors and 
Stewarts; but if Prince Albert's ancestor had 
been ennobled' by one of the old Emperors of 
Germany he would not have condescended to 
assume a second name, and1 in that case the 
King has only the names given to him in 
baptism. 

As in other countries the want of a second 
name was felt to be an inconvenience in the 
British Isles, especially in Ireland, where the 
oldest son of a family was always baptised 
Patrick in honour of the patron Saint of the 
country. This led to an Act of Parliament, in 
1465 ordaining every man to take to himself a 
second name, the name of the proprietor of 
the land on which he lived, his parish, or town, 
or colour, so that he might be known if wanted. 
In Sootland people did not themselves assume 
names; but their neighbours called them 
Smith, Mason, Wright, after their occupation. 
These names were not hereditary at first, but 
readily became so if sons followed their father's 
occupation. Sometimes the colour of the hair 
or the face furnished names which applied 
equally well to the child as to the parent, and 
thus were handed down from one generation 
to another. Another fertile source of names 
was the particular place where people lived. 
The town records of Aberdeen mention a man 
named John, who lived at the Justice Mills; 
when first mentioned he is called John of Myll, 
and next he is John Myll. In 1382 second or 
family names were coming into use in Aber-
deenshire. The tenants of the lordship of 
Formartine lying in the parishes of Fyvie and 
Tarves had followed bad advice and had with-
held from the Bishop of Aberdeen certain 
ecclesiastical dues called second tiends, which 
they were bound to deduct from their rents 
and pay over to the Bishop. The Bishop ex-
communicated them, which brought them to 
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obedience to the law. They were summoned 
to an ecclesiastical court, and received lenient 
sentences. Their names are all given, in 
Registrum Episcopatus Aberdonensis, and nine-
teen had hereditary surnames, while thirty-five 
had Christian names only, with the addition 
of the Christian names of their father, or else 
of the name of t he place where they lived. 
One was styled Johannes d e Molendino, John 
of the Mill. 

I n Spain i t is very common to change t he 
family name, though it is not often done in 
Scotland. A Spanish family frequently take 
the name of their mother, especially if the 
mother has brought her husband a property 
with a tit le or distinctive name. In some 
families the name of the father 's family is 
reverted to every second generation that i t may 
be preserved. Sometimes the oldest son takes 
the father 's name and the second the mother's. 
There is no fixed rule. The females often takes 
the mother ' s name, and the sons the father's. 
The name Maria de Nivibus, Mary of the 
Snows, is of ten -given in Spain t o girls in: 
honour of the Virgin Mary, to whom this 
epi thet was given by one of the Popes. The 
young ladies who bear this name frequently 
take leave in Spain to change i t t o Blanca, in 
Italy to Bianca, and in France into Blanche, 
all meaning white. Marguerite, or its diminu-
tive Margueritelle, means a daisy in F r e n c h ; 
wherefore our young girls whose parents called 
them af ter t he Scotch Saint Margaret think 
proper to change this saintly name to Daisy. 
If this makes them happy, i t is none of any-
body's business to object or complain. A 
person elected Pope as a rule changes his name. 
King Edward was baptised Albert Edward , 
and might have chosen to be styled Albert I. , 
but he preferred his second name Edward. 
Any private citizen in Scotland can change his 
name without asking any person's leave, and 
no suspicion of wrongdoing can attach t o him, 
unless he has been guilty of crime and has 
made the change to evade detection, in which 
case change of name may lead the judge before 
whom he has been convicted t o make his 
sentence more severe. The only case in which 
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the Sovereign has to be consulted is when a 
person; bequeathes property to another and 
makes i t a condition that the donee shall 
assume the donor's name and arms. Change 
of arms cannot be made without leave of the 
Sovereign because they were at first granted 
by the King of Arms in name of the Sovereign.. 

Some people assume a different name for a 
special purpose but still retain their original 
proper name in private or when the purpose 
has been served. A younger son of a noble 
family, having but a small income and) not 
wishing t o lead a life of dignified idleness and 
poverty, may enter into a remunerative but 
common-place business. Not to offend aristo-
cratic relations, and also to keep open the way 
for return to society if change of circumstances 
should ever allow him to do it, he may change 
his historical family name for Smith or Brown 
for a time. A whim led a younger son of an 
Earl of Aberdeen to drop his family name of 
Gordon and become a sailor under the name 
of Osborne, his second baptismal name. 

In the racing world it is considered the 
proper thing for all people, but especially for 
ladies and people of quality, as the phrase 
used to be, to run their horses under an 
assumed' name. 

Many men and almost all ladies assume a 
new name when they become actors and 
actresses. Sometimes this is done for the sake 
of relatives, and sometimes it is done to change 
a plebian name for one favourably known to 
the world, or unobjectionable in sound or 
association. A man named John Broadribb 
called himself Henry Irving when he went 
upon the stage. In ordinary circumstances this 
name would have been given up on retiring 
again into private l i fe ; but the actor having 
been knighted by the King under his stage 
name, it has been retained by his family. 

After marriage ladies usually give up their 
own family name and assume that of their-
husband ; and as they have then Mrs prefixed 
to their new name the world at large may 
know neither their Christian nor their family 
name. I t is the way of the world that ladies 
exercise some reserve about their Christian 
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name. Af ter girlhood is past they usually sign, 
only the initial letter of their Christian, name. 
Amongst the lower classes, especially among 
fisher people, married women retain their pre-
nuptial names. Those who have read "Noctes 
Ambrosianae " will remember t he name of the 
hostess of a small inn on the edge of St Mary's 
l och , which Wilson was fond of introducing 
—Tibbie Shiels. This notice brought her into 
some notoriety and led t o prosperity, and- then 
she preferred to be called Mrs Richardson, 
af ter her husband. But many people were 
induced to visit St Mary's Loch by Wilson's 
writings who knew nothing of the inn and its 
mistress but f rom the " N o c t e s " and they 
naturally addressed her as Tibbie, expecting 
the kindly weloome Wilson had led them to 
look for. But though at heart she was kindly, 
in tongue she was " Sanseoch," and a visitor's 
first interview was of ten disappointing. Instead 
of there being nothing in a name, it made a 
great difference to your reception whether you 
called her Tibbie Shiels or Mrs Richardson. 
But Tibbie has been dead many a day, and 
Wilson ie not read so much as he was sixty 
years ago. 

When a person inherits a ti t le i t affects his 
own and his wife's name. Our Sovereign now 
signs his name Edward R. e t I. , for Rex et 
Imperator. During Queen Victoria's reign he was 
Wales. His wife had six names, now she signs 
her name Alexandra.' A nobleman signs his 
title, as Aberdeen, in one word; or Richmond 
and Gordon, if he has more than one title. A 
Nobleman's wife signs her Christian name 
followed by her husband's title, as Agnes Fife, 
Ishbel Aberdeen. Curiously, a knight named 
Har ry Smith would be styled Sir Harry, with-
out the family n a m e ; but his wife would be 
Lady Smith, without her Christian name. 

A married man seems to have some difficulty 
in finding a suitable mode of addressing his 
wife in public. Shall he call her Mary before 
folk, or Mrs Smith ? Generally he avoids the 
difficulty by making no preface to his speech, 
or takes refuge in the form in which his 
children address their mother and styles her 
Mamma; but the decent, respectable crofter 
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or tradesman addresses his wife quite confi-
dently as Umman. Custom seems to demand 
tha t when a married woman dies she should 
be designated in a funeral notice and on her 
tombstone by both her Christian name and her 
maiden surname. In registering births, deaths, 
and marriages, the maiden surname of a 
married woman is registered as well as her 
husband's surname ; but this is done for facility 
in tracing the genealogy of her children and 
herself. 

I n the highest rank of society as well as in 
the lowest, it was long the custom in this-
country to give children only one Christian 
name and surname. I do not remember ever 
seeing any of the early Scottish or English 
sovereigns designated by more than two names ; 
but the accession of the House of Hanover brought 
in the German custom of multiplying both 
Christian and family names. We find Gold-
smith ridiculing this new-fangled way in the-

' Vicar of "Wakefield." To a lady with the 
vulgar surname of Skeegs he gives a long-
str ing of Christian names. About the same 
t ime was invented the story of a belated 
traveller going u p to an inn af ter dark and 
asking a bed. The landlord put the question 
—" Who are you ? " The man to impress his 
importance upon the landlord began to reel off 
the many names given to him by his god-father 
in baptism. Before he got to the last the 
landlord c r ied—"Oh! go away. I have not 
beds for the half of you." 

The question in the Church of England 
Catechism—What is your name ?—had origin-
ally for its answer N. or M. I t is a rule for 
abbreviating Latin words that the last letter 
lef t shall be doubled if the word is plural, and 
this is sometimes followed in English words. 
Latin writers reckoned that there were two 
Britannic Isles, Scotland and England being-
one, and Ireland the other. To save a long-
legend on, our coins saying that Victoria was 
Queen of Great Britain and Ireland, she was 
styled Britanniarium Regina, which was 
shortened to Britt. Reg., doubling the " t of 
Brit to show that Ireland was included So 
to meet the case of children who had got two-
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or more names in baptism the answer had been 
at first Name or Names, which words were 
abbreviated to n or nn. When the meaning 

of the abbreviations was forgot, nn was 
curtailed t o m. 

In, the early part of last century i t was re-
garded as affectation' for common folk to give 
two names to the i r chi ldren; but this way 
survived ridicule and came to be common, and 
now it is almost universal. Fo r a while 
children who had got two names in baptism 
seldom used more than the first; but now two 
Christian names are frequently writ ten at full 
length, but if there are more than two they 
are indicated by initials. Owing to the great 
number of children attending the same school 
i t is of ten troublesome to distinguish from one 
another two children whose first and last names 
are identical. Hence teachers are anxious to 
find out all t h e names a child has and enter 
them in school registers, and there is now no 
idea of pride or assumption on t he par t of 
parents in giving a child two or more Christian 
names, and this is sometimes convenient and 
useful. 

There is, however, in three names a slight 
risk of indignity or want of reverence to a 
person in a public position af ter childhood is 
over. If a person named John Anderson Mac-
donald sign his name, John A. Macdonald, his 
friends are ap t to call him John A., and nothing 
more. A Canadian statesman was long so 
styled, one reason being that few if any knew 
the middle name. Had he written it fully he 
would have either got the three names a t full 
length, or the first and the last, the middle 
one being quite ignored. There were last 
century two brothers in company in business 
in a country town in Aberdeenshire, whose 
names were Thomas Lawrence and Charles 
Lawrence. They pu t on their sign-board T. 
and C Lawrence, and they signed their names 
in the same way, and they were constantly 
called, in the old Scotch way of naming the 
letters, Tay and Say, and nothing else. Tay 
invented a new name. A customer was buying 
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a hat from him, and, looking in the crown of 
it, he saw, "Fabrique a Paris"—Made in 
Paris; and said, "Fabric a Paris" ; whereupon 
Tay said—"Aye, I buy a' my hats from. Mr 
Fabric!" 

If a child has three names and uses initials 
for the first two, there is a great risk of his 
being called by these two initials and nothing 
more among his friends. Therefore, children 
should be taught to spell out at full length all 
the names their parents wish' them to bè known 
by, and to omit altogether names which they 
are indifferent about. 

Usually surnames are in this country only 
one word, but for various reasons some families 
assume a second surname. In order to dis-
tinguish the first of two surnames from an 
additional Christian name, a hyphen is put 
between the parts of a compound surname. 
The Premier's family name is Campbell. He 
assumed an additional name, Bannerman, and 
then: his surname was Campbell-Bannerman. 
Newspapers grudged the space necessary for 
writing this at full length, and they usually 
curtailed it to C.-B. Sir Mountstuart Elphin-
stone Grant-Duff was the son of Captain James 
Grant, who succeeded to Eden, a property 
which had belonged to a lady named Duff; 
whereupon he assumed this name and made his 
surname Grant-Duff. As in the case of the 
Premier, London newspapers resented the long 
name of the member for the Elgin Burghs, 
and usually made it simply Duff; buit after he 
was knighted he got all his names except 
Elphinstone. If the Premier live to see a 
change of government, he may expect to be 
treated with more deference than formerly and 
to get his surname printed at full length. 

A few hundreds of years ago. it was not at 
all uncommon to call more than one child in 
a family by the same name, even though both 
were by the same mother. Robert II. of Scot-
land had one son named John and another 
Robert. At his death John succeeded his 
father and took the name of Robert III. In 
one of the Comyn families two sons were named 
John. James III. had two sons named James, 
but they were only half-brothers. The family 
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name Litt lejohn very likely originated' in there 
being two Johns, an old and a young, in. the 
same family. I n a certain German princely 
family all the sons are named Henry, and they 
are distinguished by their numbers, which be-
gin. at I with every new century. I n some of 
our noble families particular Christian names 
are prevalent. The Richmond and Gordon 
family have a preference for the name Charles 
because they trace their descent from Charles-

II. 
There is a ru upon certain names for a few 

generations, and then they die out. The 
patron, saints of Scotland', England, and Ire-
land—Andrew, George, and Patrick—had many 
name-sons. Two kingly names in Scotland, 
Alexander and Robert, were borne by many 
children, both as Christian names and also as 
family names; the Roberts, however, of ten 
took the prefix " mac " or the affix " son," pro-
ducing Macrobert and Robertson. Female 
children were named af te r Saint Margaret, the 
wife of Malcolm Canmore. Her " S a r k " was 
long preserved in Dunfermline Abbey and put. 
on women in childbed; hence girls born while 
their mother wore this life-saving garment re 
ceived her name. I t was worn by Margaret 
of England at the birth of James V. 

Mary, Queen of Scots, and her mother, Mary 
of Guise, gave their name to many girls in t he 
sixteenth century. Maria Henrietta, Queen of 
Charles I., had many name-daughters among 
the nobility of England, and her name came 
to Scotland', not directly, but through inter-
course with England. The two daughters of 
James II, Mary and Anne, both of whom be-
came Queens gave the i r names to many girls. 
Sometimes both names were given to the same 
child There is among the nobility a sprink-
ling of "Victorias named af ter the late Queen, 
to whom, she stood sponsor ; but the pet-name 
Vicky which she gave to her eldest daughter 
did not catch on so readily as the nursery 
name Bertie given to her eldest son, named 
after his father, Prince Albert. Names ending 
in " b e r t " became common—Albert, Robert, 
Hubert, Cuthbert, and Herbert . 

In the second half of last century there was 
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a reaction from the names of ancient female 
saints and queens in favour of names in use 
among the Saxons before the Conquest, which 
brought in Ethel, Bertha, Hermentrude, Gert-
rude, Hilda, &c. Queen Victoria, however, 
named one of her daughters after a Saint, 
Helena. This name is a favourite among 
Spanish girls, who, however, drop the initial 
letter. They pronounce it Elen-a, which is 
really the proper way, though a well-known 
island is usually called St Hele-na. The Queen 
followed the old way, and pronounced her 
daughter's name as it is done in Spain, Helen-a. 

In America the most prominent feature of 
the names of males is the frequent use of Old 
Testament names as Christian names. These 
are particularly common in. the New England 
or Yankee States, and they probably came into 
use among the Pilgrim Fathers, who were 
intensely religious and devoted to the reading 
of the Scriptures. Many of the Society of 
Friends, commonly called Quakers, bear Scrip-
ture names, both in Britain and the United 
States. We had in Aberdeenshire last century 
an eminent cattle-breeder—Amos Cruickshank 
—a member of the Society of Friends; and a 
small article called " T h e Very But ton" was 
patented by another Friend—Joel Cadbury, of 
Birmingham. The young ladies of America at 
present fancy names of three or four letters, 
especially names ending in "a"—Ada, Eva, 
Dora, Ida, Ina, Ena, Nora. These have one 
advantage over longer names. The bearers 
need have no fear of their youthful companions 
corrupting them into short forms such as Peg, 
Tib, Poll, with little resemblance to the stately 
forms given to them in baptism. 

In our island it is rare to hear Margaret, 
Elizabeth, Isabella, Janet, Mary, Katherine. 
Young ladies prefer some modifications, which 
others hardly regard as improvements on the 
original forms. I t would be useless to try to 
persuade young ladies to preserve the proper 
forms of their names. Nevertheless parents 
may be 'advised when selecting names for their 
children to give them at baptism and registra-
tion the proper normal forms. Then in infancy 
these may be modified at pleasure in the 
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nursery, changed again in girlhood a t the cap-
rice of the owner or her f r iends ; and if she 
should in advanced l ife attain to the dignity 
of grandmotherhood', her descendants could 
revert to the proper form given in baptism. 
If , however, the birth of a girl be registered 
with a nursery baby name, it might not be so 
easy to change it in af ter life should she ever 
become the wife of a peer and have to sign 
her Christian name before a title. 

The Registration Acts do not allow people 
to alter the names entered in the Registers of 
Births lightly. I f , however, parents wish to 
change the name given in registration, it can 
easily be done provided the child has not been 
baptised. The process is t o get a schedule from 
a registrar of births and give i t t o t he clergy-
man who baptises the child. I n i t he states 
that he has baptised a child by the name given 
to him by the parent, who then presents the 
schedule to the registrar. H e is bound to 
en te r in his registers the statement in the 
schedule, and the child gets the baptismal 
name. This was not t he purpose for which the 
baptismal schedule was originally intended, 
but it has been found convenient t o make it 
serve the purpose of changing a name. By 
application t o t he Sheriff of the county names 
may be changed in the registers at any t ime 
of life. 

The Seafield family name is at present 
Grant-Ogilvie, but i t was at one t ime Ogilvie-
Grant. The family is descended from Grant 
of Freuchy, in Inverness-shire. I n 1694 Grant 
got all his possessions erected into a regality, 
for which he selected the distinguishing name 
Grant, and at the same time the name of 
his castle was changed from Freuchy to Grant. 
There are several families of this name, and 
some members of the family in which the re-
gality is entailed designate themselves " of 
G r a n t " to show that they are of the regality 
family. 

As a finale I shall give two strange cases of 
change of name, effected' without the consent 
of t he bearers. A Scotsman emigrated to 
l o w e r Canada in the beginning of last century, 
bearing the name of Pe te r Gunn. A t tha t 
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time muskets were fired off by flints striking 
on steel and producing sparks, which kindled 
gunpowder. H e landed at Quebec, where 
French was and still is spoken. Peter Gunn 
was translated by the Frenchmen into Pierre 
a Fusil. Now Pierre has two meanings in 
French—Peter and a flint; " a . " means f o r ; 
and " f u s i l " means a gun. i Though the 
Frenchman who translated 'his name for him 
did not mean it, others supposed that his new 
name meant the stone for filing off a gun. In 
course of time Peter Gunn moved farther west 
into Upper Canada, where English is spoken. 
On the border between Lower and Upper 
Canada many speak both English, and French, 
and those whom Peter now mixed with, know-
ing the meaning of his Frenoh name, but not 
knowing his original name, called him Gun 
Flint. 

The other case happened in Pitoullie, near 
Fraserburgh. A young village beauty was 
named Meggie Sim, and her name was often 
mentioned. When she married she retained 
her maiden names according to custom, and 
her husband's name was never heard in con-
nection with her. She had a daughter who 
was named Jane. The mother being the more 
important of the two parents, the daughter was 
named af ter her in a way, but she could not 
be called Sim, for that was not her father's 
name, so she was called Maggie Sim's Jeanie. 
As the young woman grew up she became 
better known than her mother, and by and by 
people almost forgot the mother's name, and 
in her old age she was known as Meggie Sim's 
Jeanie's mother. 

Provost Alexander, in moving a vote of 
thanks to Dr Milne, said they had listened to 
a very interesting and educative paper. Dr 
Milne had told them a great deal about the 
origin of names that they did not know before, 
and the racy humour which ran through his 
paper had made it extremely interesting. 
(Hear, hear.) He had been an active and 
enthusiastic member of the Club since its com-
mencement, and as President for the past year 
had reflected credit on it. He asked them to 
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give him a cordial vote of thanks for his 
services in that connection and for the very 

interesting paper he had given that evening. 
(Cheers.) 

In acknowledging, Dr Milne said he felt i t 
an honour to be President of the Banffshire 
Field Club. I t was no mean Society, for it 
was well-known over the world. Mr Yeats 
told him tha t he had more members abroad 
than, he had a t home, and he of ten heard 
people say that they liked to read the Banff-
shire Journal for, among other reasons, the 
reports of the papers read a t the Club's meet-
ings. H e thanked them very much for the 
reception they gave to his paper. I t was a 
great pleasure to him to come there and read 
it. (Cheers) 

ELECTION OF OFFICE-BEARERS. 

Mr James Forbes moved the re-election of 
D r Milne as president for the current year, 
which was seconded by Dr Murray, and un-
animously agreed to. 

On the motion of Mr Hardie, Mr Yeats, the 
secretary; Mr William Simpson, assistant 
secretary ; and M r James Grant, the treasurer, 
were reappointed. 

On the motion of Mr Forbes, the members 
of council—namely, ex-Provost Smith, Messrs 
Alex. Greig, John Garden, Robert Hardie, and 
William Jeffrey, were re-elected, as were also 
the local secretaries—Rev. A. Bremner, Fyvie ; 
Mr John Macdonald, Buckie; Mr J . A. Thom-
son, Kindrought; and M r John Fowlie, Cullen. 

The President, and Mr Greig were appointed 
delegates t o the joint meeting of the Northern 
Literary and Scientific Societies. 

This was all the business. 
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