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FRIDAY, OCTOBER 26, 1906. 

MEETING AT BANFF. 

The annual meeting of the Banffshire Field 
Club was held in the reading-room of the Town 
and County Club, Banff, to-night. Rev. Dr 
Milne, Aberdeen, presided, and' the other 
members present were—Provost Alexander, 
Bailie Robertson, ex-Superintendent Chapman, 
Messrs Robert Hardie, John Yeats, James 
Forbes, John Forbes, James Miller, John 
Garden, Dr Murray, and Messrs A. Stuart, 
Alvah, and A. Scott, Hilton. 

NEW MEMBERS. 
Dr Andrew Brown Murray, Mr William 

Craib, jun., and Mr L. D. Robertson were 
elected new members, and1 Mr Walter Gerrard, 
Macduff, was nominated for election. 

REPORTS. 

On behalf of the treasurer, Mr John Tough 
submitted the financial statement for the year. 
At the commencement of the year the Club 
had' in the bank a sum of £74 1s. 4d., and the 
total income was £1018s. l1d. The expenditure 
amounted to £13 12s. 7d., leaving a credit 
balance of £71 7s. 8d 

The report was adopted. 
The Secretary, Mr Yeats, then submitted his 

annual report on. the transactions of the Club. 
I t was in the following terms: — 

In presenting the twenty-sixth annual report we 
have to record the work of what may be fitly de-
scribed as a very successful year. At last annual 
meeting we had the retiring president's address. The 
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subject, " The Coal Measures of File and their 
working," was not local to the Club, but i t was local 
to the writer; and in its preparation Mr Gordon 
went into the subject with all his usual thorough-
ness. The communication f rom Mr Bell on the find 
of ancient urns at Forglen was one of a sort tha t is 
always welcome. And we cannot too earnestly im-
press on those making interesting finds either in 
the fields of archaeology or natural history how im-
portant it is tha t they should send a report to some 
Society which will preserve a record of them. The 
same remarks are applicable t o Mr Walker's paper 
describing the find of a quern at North Haddo, for 
which we are indebted t o the good offices of our local 
secretary, the Rev. Mr Bremner. Mr Barclay's paper 
on " A Suppressed Speyside P a r i s h " is a valuable 
contribution on a most interesting subject. These 
four papers may be considered as a part of the 
normal work of the Club. For those tha t follow we 
are indebted to the fact that t he joint meetings of 
the Northern Literary and Scientific Societies were 
held this year in Banff. On several similar occasions 
we have been indebted to Mr William Wilson, Alford, 
for disquisitions on scientific subjects. On this occa-
sion the subject was the " Common Primrose"—a 
familiar enough subject cer tainly; but Mr Wilson 
contrived to say a good many interesting things 
about i t not generally known to botanists. Mr 
Craib's notes on the botany of the immediate vicinity 
of Banff, and particularly the lists of plants found 
by him, cannot fail to be of great assistance to future 
students of tha t branch of natural his tory; while 
Mr Grant's " Chapter in the Political History of 
Banffshire," imparts to the history of the Stuart 
troubles a local interest tha t i t did not previously 
possess. We of the Banffshire Club owe our best 
thanks to Messrs Grant and Craib for the manner in 
which they upheld i ts credit on an important public 
occasion. The amount of labour involved in collect-
ing materials for two such papers can be understood 
by those only who have attempted a similar task. 
The papers also will make a very valuable addition 
to our Transactions, which in extent and local in-
terest will equal, if they do not excel, those of any 
former year. After the business meeting the dele-
gates from the associated Societies had supper to-
gether in the Fife Arms Hotel, when two or three 
hours were most pleasantly spent. I n connection 
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"with the jo in t meetings we had also the usual joint 
excursion, which was a most successful one, and in 
•every way worthy of t h e occasion. The first par t of 
t h e excursion was along the sea coast to Tarlair,— 
a n interest ing enough locality in any circumstances, 
b u t doubly so when t h e company contained two such 
competent geologists as Drs Milne and Mackie. 
From Tarlair the company drove to Castleton, where 
they were welcomed and hospitably entertained by 
Mr James Runcieman, the tenant . Here also the 
local secretary, Mr John Runcieman, and a number 
•of excursionists f rom King-Edward joined the com-
pany. Mr Runcieman's collection of curios, which 
includes a good representation of fossils from the 
now disused Plaidy clay-beds, was examined with 
interest . The old Castle of King-Edward was ex-
plored, and the company lunched together among the 
ruins, t he view from which is one tha t for picturesque 
beauty would be difficult to match anywhere. After 
thanking Mr Runcieman for all his kindness, we 

drove to Turriff, stopping as we passed Plaidy to 
have a look a t t h e clay-beds, once so rich in fossils, 

but now wrought out. Arrived a t Turriff, Dr Milne 
again took t h e company in hand, and pointed out 
and described t h e antiquarian remains and other ob-
jects of in teres t about the town, and the probable 
localities where various events, which have become 
famous in history, took place. The excursionists then 
had t e a together in the Fife Arms Hotel, where they 
were joined by Provost Hutcheon and several other 
Turriff gentlemen. At the request of Provost 
Hutcheon, the President again went over and com-
mented on the various objects of interest me t with 
in perambulating the town. Provost Hutcheon and 
several others also made remarks on the same sub-
ject . But t ime was pressing, the farewells had to 
be spoken, and t h e joint meetings were a t an end. 
There have been larger joint meetings of the 
Nor thern Association; but none more enjoyable or 
successful. This success was largely due to the 
President , whose knowledge of places and things-
enabled him to always do and say the r ight thing 
a t t he r ight time. 

Returning to the more immediate affairs of our 
own Club. The Saturday afternoon excursions were 
continued by the botanical sections. The exception-
al ly fine weather was favourable for such outings, and 
the re were few Saturday afternoons during the 

Ban
ffs

hir
e 

Fiel
d 

Club



170 
summer that did not see a small knot of botanists 
making their way to some likely locality. These 
small informal excursions are not so imposing as 
large full-dress ones like the one above described; 
but they are very instructive and enjoyable to those 
who take part in them. 

Six new members have joined the Club during the 
year, an accession which will probably more than 
counterbalance any losses from members leaving the 
locality or otherwise. 

T h e report was adopted. 

PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS. 

The President the rea f te r read a paper en-
titled " P e r s o n a l Names." D r Milne sa id :— 

Shakespeare makes one of his characters ask 
t he quest ion—What 's in a name ? suggesting 
tha t there is little o r nothing in a n a m e ; and 
without waiting for an answer t he questioner 
goes on to tell us tha t a rose would smell as 
sweet though called by any other name. This 
is certainly qui te true, but i t does not answer 
t h e question. Let us t ry t o change t he name 
to another which has much t he same meaning 
—rhododendron—which means rose-tree. Rose 
suggests a flower blooming in t he warmest , 
sunniest t ime of the year, growing a t a cottage 
door, or trained to the wall a n d peeping a t t he 
window of a bigger mansion. I t suggests 
something not only sweet i n smell bu t also 
beautiful in colour, handsome in shape, and 
sof t and velvety t o t h e feel. T o call this 
flower a rhododendron makes us th ink of the 
snowy Alps and the lofty, desolate Himalayas 
f rom which t he showy new flower was brought, 
and wi th few of t he qualities which have 
endeared the rose t o t he young of our land. 

I t is difficult t o answer fully t he question— 
Wha t is in a name ? B u t the re is one pecu-
liarity about every name. I t enables us to 
distinguish one person f rom another . If t h e 
community is small one single word may be 
sufficient for this purpose. Among a few 
Eskimo living on a bay of t he sea remote f rom 
other communities, one name is enough; and 
in Norway a few families inhabit ing a small 
space of cultivable ground have among them-
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