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and Scientific Society ; Mir Norr i s Mackay, 
Elgin, secre tary ; and M r Thomas Wallace, In-
verness, secretary of t he Nor the rn Association. 

The reading of the papers was then proceeded 
with. 

There was read the following pape r p repa red 
by Mr William Wilson, Terpersie, Al ford , on 

T H E COMMON P R I M R O S E . 
I n choosing t h e subjec t of t he Common 

Primrose (Primula vulgaris) f o r a shor t paper , 
one can, a t least, claim popular i ty so fa r as 
tha t pa r t of it is concerned, because the re a r e 
few or any flowers which a r e more popular in 
their way t h a n th is one. W i t h o u t claiming fo r 
i t t he position of some others such as t he roses, 
which through na tu re and through culture have 
gained so much share of a t ten t ion f r o m man-
kind, the primrose has i ts claims i n a very 
distinctive way as the first of o u r conspicuous 
spring' flowers which adorn t h e landscape t o 
indicate the depar tu re of winter and t h e ap-
proach of t h e summer season of t h e year. A p a r t 
f rom this the p lan t seems t o have a fanc i fu l 
sor t of beauty in itself t o mee t the tastes of a 
considerable percentage of mankind, w h o as a 
mat ter of course bestow upon i t a decided 
port ion of that share of a t tent ion which is given 
t o p lant life as a whole. 

I t seems also to have been pre t ty early upon 
the scene as a flower worthy of notice, and as 
being also possessed of economic propert ies . 
W e find also the usual share of opinions and 
conclusions of botanists and s tudents o r ad-
mirers of flowers in the i r various ways regard-
ing it. W e find, in the first place, tha t Linnaeus 
calls it Pr imula veris, and t h a t Hudson, an 
English botanist, named it P r imula vulgaris, 
which is now the n a m e which it is generally 
recognised by. T h e Order Primulaceae, in so 
far as it applies t o t he artificial s tyle of arrang-
ing plants, seems to be claimed by t he first 
mentioned. But two works in English connect 
the natural order wi th t h e n a m e of Continental 
botanists, in the case of London with Willde-
now, a German botanis t ; and in the case of 
Sir William Hooker wi th Ventena t , a F r e n c h Ban
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botanist, and so on. The order itself has re-
presentatives over the greater part of the globe, 
the chief home, however, being in the Northern 
Hemisphere; and in some form or another by 
penetrating into the tops of high mountains 
the explorer has been rewarded by finding 
specimens there. They axe confined in. the 
North t o herbs, but in the Southern Hemisphere 
they partake of a shrubby nature. 

Dealing now with our immediate subject-, and 
to show the confusion which exists in standard 
works, we shall state that under Bentham we 
have a Family Primulaceae, with a number of 
genera, of -which the second is Primula. In 
the case of my friend Babington, again, we 
hare the same as an Order which the other has 
as a Family, with Tribe number two as 
Primuleae. The former is Family forty-six and 
the latter is Order sixty-one. In the former 
case, again, we have the whole genus but one 
classed as one species, which are again divided 
into three races, as he calls them, of which 
Primrose Primula veris is used, while his other 
common species are the Mealy Primrose 
P . farinosa (Linnaeus), the Common Primrose, 
the Cowslip, and the Oxlip; but added to the 
last wo have it stated that it is now generally 
believed that there is really a distinct" species 
P. elatior of Jacquin, an, Austrian botanist, and 
occurring in some of the eastern counties of 
England, but its normal features are declared 
to be Continental. Then as another species 
we have the Mealy Primrose, P. farinosa 
(Linn.), permeating all the great mountain 
ranges of Europe and Asia far into the Arctic 
regions, also in the Antarctic region of South 
America. In my opinion simply the formation, 
of the plant under the conditions which it 
grows, and that is neither saying whether this 
form has developed from the normal type or 
that it in itself is the normal or original form 
from which our present day Primrose has 
emerged. The whole evidence seems to me to 
point out the one genus with so many races—that 
is, if following Bentham's style of classification. 
W e think this view is at least strengthened 
when we add. that the same author notices that 
our ground in Northern Scotland produces a 
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peculiar form which was found by Sir W . 
Hooker, and named by him P . Scotica. 

Babington, again, includes five species grow-
ing in Great Britain—Primrose, Cowslip, Ox-
lip, Bird's Eye Primrose,' and Scotica. He 
credits with the names Hudson, Linnaeus, 
Jacquin, Linnaeus, and Hooker, plenty of 
variety in all sense so far as individuals are 
concerned. We note with this that the first 
two appear in our three Kingdoms; the third 
confined to England, and there to clayey woods 
and meadows in the eastern counties, while the 
fourth appears in the North of England and 
the South of Scotland, and t he fifth to the 
sandy heaths of the North of Scotland. The 
first have a range over banks and open woods 
through Central Europe and some of the moun-
tainous districts of Southern Europe. The 
Cowslip extends over rather dry meadows and 
pastures over nearly the whole of Europe, as 
well as Russian Asia to the Caucasus and Altai, 
reaching further south than any of the o ther 
varieties. I t is much more common in Eng-
land than in Scotland'. The Oxlip, again, 
favours moister and more luxuriant meadows 
and pastures than the Cowslip. This favours 
the idea that they are nearly allied together 
bo the absolute position as regards variety, 
whatever it may be. Then the Mealy or Bird 's 
Eye Primrose appears upon the mountain 
pastures of all the great mountain ranges of 
Europe and Asia, extending into the Arctic 
regions, having also its p l a c e in Antarctic 
America; only in the North of England, and, 
as already stated, merging into a distinctive 
form, in the North of Scotland,—the whole 
showing that tendency of divergence from a 
common form which we have already touched 
upon. . 

So far as our more immediate subject is con-
cerned, the ordinary Primrose, as we might 
call it and as we know i t appearing in flower 
earlier than any of our other flowers, unless 
the Field Daisy or any others which flower a t 
almost any season of the year, we find that it 
grows under a variety of conditions by way-
sides, watersides, open woods, and so on 
through our country, and that it is eagerly 
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looked a f te r by admirers, more of i t being 
pulled than is judicious for t he maintaining of 
i t ; nevertheless, the plant depends li t t le upon 
its seed in proportion to many plants, as when 
once established it spreads away f rom the roots 
and keeps i ts proportions well u p in this way, 
while I believe tha t t he plants prosper none 
t h e worse of having a cer tain proportion of 
the i r flowers pulled yearly. The leaves in. so 
far remain green through t he winter, and young 
leaves grow before and during t he time of 
flowering. But the rich development of t he 
leaves of this plant commences a f te r the 
flowering season is over. Then the leaves seem 
to gain additional vigour as t he flowers fade. 
T h e y continue t o grow on; to an all-round inde-
finite da te well through t he fall of the year, 
jus t according to the nature of t he season and 
the condition which they are in themselves. 
They generally fade away through the winter 
in our c l imate ; but their development, being 
materially governed by the nature of the season, 
no very definite date can be given as to when 
it commences or when it ceases. Tha t is t o 
say, in, a warm year you see an early commence-
ment, and the plants reach proper maturi ty; 
the leaves will not grow so long, unless a sort 
of second crop may make their appearance. On 
t he other hand, in a cold year they will struggle 
on late in to the season, and will not only flower 
late, but t he leaves will grow on through early 
winter, at any rate until frost checks them. 

Such are my observations upon these plants 
where I see them growing. I also notice tha t 
there is sometimes an abnormal early flower or 
two before the general flowering takes place; 
also, you will sometimes see one or two flowers 
before a pretty severe snowstorm for the spring 
of t he year. I think there is some propensity 
in, this plant for this, while we also have them 
several weeks, sometimes appearing pretty well 
in to the summer season, although they vary 
in the i r da te of flowering with the nature of 
the season. They are not so much influenced 
this way as the Dog's Violet, Viola canina 
(Linn.), which takes the second place here 
among our early spring flowers. The leaves 
a r e occasionally eaten by animals, but i t does 
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not seem to be a standard food plant, tha t 
is to say, where I have had the opportunity of 
seeing it. Bees and insects seem- to give t h e 
flowers a fair measure of attention. W e may 
note in passing that the late Professor Dickie, 
of Aberdeen, in his local guide book, gives the 
Common Primrose as a frequent plant in all 
parts, with a variety elatior local in the district 
—adding something to the confusion which 
exists among opinions held upon this genus. 
Babington also mentions tha t our immediate 
subject is often .taken for the one jus t named, 
or a form called P . variabilis of Goup, which 
also bears company with a form P. acaulis of 
Jacquin, having a rudimentary scape, and so 
o n ; so we thus see that each peculiar form of 
a plant has produced its interested examiner. 

While the Common, Cowslip is the name given 
by the local author to the only other which he 
claims a place for in the ground which his book 
covers,—giving it credit for reaching the same 
height as the Primrose, tha t is, 1500 feet above 
sea level, the Primrose being credited with a 
degree more north, latitude, that is, from 50 to 
61, whereas the Cowslip is from 50 to 60,—it 
seems to favour the interior rather than t he 
sea coast. 

We may just notice that the Order which this 
belongs to has a circulation all over t he globe, 
chiefly in the Northern Hemisphere, some 
running to great elevations; a few are in the 
the Southern Hemisphere, while these are all 
herbs in the former case. In the latter and in 
the Tropics they partake of an arboreous or 
shrubby growth, which also shows some of their 
peculiarities. 

Now we come to the uses of our subject, 
which may be divided into two classes—that is, 
ornamental and economic. Dealing with the 
former, we find tha t our Common Primrose 
grows beautifully, showing its beautiful sulphur-
coloured flowers t o about the same advantage 
in a garden as it does in its native haunts, 
while it will also grow wonderfully in a flower-
pot, if not too closely confined. Not only so, 
but the species of it when taken from their 
native haunts will not only grow readily, but 
they will increase from roots, by cuttings or by 
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seeds, as the case migh t be, in some instances 
showing wonderful adaptabil i ty as to what date 
they will flower. I n fact, th ree points are 
olaimed for them, in horticulture apar t f rom 
the i r inherent b e a u t y : t h a t is, t h e early flower-
ing of many of t h e m when much of Nature is 
i n a sense a t rest, their being prolifio in varia-
t ion and conforming themselves to existing con-
ditions. Both t h e whi te and purp le hues which 
a r e found occasionally wild maintain the i r form 
in cultivation. T h e n we have the double or 
plena forms, which s tand up well in gardens 
u n d e r a wide range of conditions, t h e natural 
o rde r giving us a great expanse of flowers for 
t h e garden and the plant houses. The Hon. W . 
H e r b e r t claims t o have raised f rom t h e seed of 
one umbel various forms of the genus 
Pimulaceae. W e have drawn upon the authori-
ties of various countries in dealing with our 
subject , and in this par t of it we have to refer 
t o t ho Dutch for t h e pioneers of t h e cultiva-
t ion of our subject, f rom whom i t has spread 
t o all parts . I n so far a s typical rules for 
judging of t h e beauties or meri ts of the various 
p lants are concerned,—the Pr imrose itself being 
divided in to W o forms, the one called Prim-
roses the flowers of which are upon separate 
pedice ls ; t h e second, called Polyanthuses, have 
t h e flowers in umbels—the expanse is enormous 
th i s way. As t o t h e economic uses, we have 
already noticed tha t they cont r ibute their share 
of honey. They are also more or lees eaten by 
herb-eating quadrupeds. B u t we find tha t t o 
t h e Cowslip goes t h e credi t of having the most 
conspicuous merits so far as man has been able 
t o make out regarding the uses of the Prim-
rose to him. W e also find in .the Flora Medica 
t h a t i t occurs in Nor thern Africa. W e are told 
t h a t t h e flowers, whioh are very sweet and 
f ragrant , a re o f t en used t o make wine, which 
is flavoured l ike Muscadel, and is very sparkling 
and pleasant. T h e leaves have been used as 
salad and pot-herbs, while they also take the 
place of feeding silkworms. I n some parts an 
infusion of the flowers is fermented with sugar 

or honey and t h e ju ice of lemons, and an 
acidulous vinous liquor is prepared, which makes 
a good summer beverage, while the roots can 
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be used in casks of wine or beer to impart ad-
ditional strength and flavour t o them. The 
root in its recent state exhales a f ragrant odour, 
resembling anise, and has a slightly astringent 
and bitter taste, the leaves being nearly scent-
less, but the flowers impar t their virtues to 
both water and spirit. I t was once celebrated 
for its narcotic nervine and anodyne vir tues; also 
thought to be efficacious in paralysis, while t he 
distilled water rubbed upon the forehead was 
supposed to cure headache. Bergius noticed i t 
for rheumatic affections by using an infusion 
of the flowers. Boerhaave and Linnaeus esteem 
it in assuaging pain and provoking sleep. All 
parts of the plant were considered by the old 
writers of value. In more recent t imes the 
flowers were considered peculiarly narcotic and 
sedative, and, used in infusion o r distilled 
water, relieved pain or induced sleep when 
other narcotics had the opposite effect. The 
flowers in preparation, had to be relieved' f rom 
their calices, dried quickly, and kept dry. W e 
believe that these points a re worthy of con-
sideration of this genus. The author and poet 
have also their pa r t in t he history of our 
subject. 

Mr William G. Craib, Banff, gave a paper on 

FLORA I N V I C I N I T Y O F BANFF. 
The following list of flowers collected in the 

vicinity of Banff, whilst its incompleteness 
must be frankly admitted, may yet serve the 
purpose for which i t is intended, viz., to give 
an impetus to local work in this direction, and 
to serve as a basis for future work. I t is a 
very good district for such work, including as 
i t does many different kinds of ground to work 
on—e.g., woods, river banks, sea-coast (includ-
ing sand-dunes, rocks, braes, and much broken 
ground), moors, &c. There is, however, one 
notable omission. In no place can there be 
found any semblance of Alpine plants. But we 
must not forget that along the coast we have 
the Purple Saxifrage (Saxifraga oppositifolia) 
and the Rose Boot (Sedum Rhodiola) growing 
almost at sea-level, whereas in most other dis-
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