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T H U R S D A Y , MAY 23, 1907. 

MEETING AT BANFF. 

A meeting of the Banffshire Field Club was 
held in the Banff Town and County Club rooms 
this evening—Mr James Grant, solicitor, pre-
siding. 

Mr William Williamson, merchant, was 
elected a member, and Messrs J . D. Paterson, 
solicitor, J . R. Barclay, and John Donald, 
M.A., were proposed for election as members. 

The Chairman gave in a report on behalf of 
the committee appointed to complete the bar-
gain for the purchase of the collection which 
belonged to the late Mr Peter Burnett for pre-
servation in the Banff Museum. In addition 
to the £50 given by Lord Mount Stephen and 
the subscriptions obtained locally, the Club 
had given a donation of about £10, which was 
sufficient to make up the sum of £100 for the 
acquisition of the collection. 

A MONARCH OF T H E FOREST. 

T h e secretary of the Club, Mr John Yeats, 
M.A., read the following contribution for-
warded by Mr Andrew Bell, forester, Forglen: 
— " On the estate of Forglen, Banffshire, there 
was blown down by the storm that raged from 
the 24th to 28th December 1906 a very large 
Scotch fir tree. I t is of the real old style of 
the native Highland pine (Pinus Sylvestris). 
with a bonnet or round head of branches. I 
have just had the tree cut from the root, and 
I am very much taken up with its extraordi-
nary size for a Scotch fir. I t contains 114 
cubic feet of good, sound timber, and is per-
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fectly sound at the root, the wood being of 
beautiful quality. I t has a straight, clean stem 
of 22 feet without a branch, and measures 
nearly nine feet in circumference at fou r feet 
from the ground. I t is very ra re that a Scotch 
fir of this size is come across, and I have never 
seen or heard of a larger one. By counting 
the annual rings or growths, I make the t ree 
to be from 115 to 150 years of age. The 
Meadow Head wood, where this t ree was 
grown, is about 100 acres in extent , and was 
until some forty years ago oomposed entirely 
of old firs of this class. At that t ime it was 
severely thinned, the old trees being lef t at 
distances of thir ty yards apart, when the whole 
ground was replanted with spruce a t about 
four feet apart. The monarch, which has just 
succumbed to the storm, was one of the stan-
dards left when the th inning took place." 

A vote of thanks was passed to Mr Bell for 
his interesting communication. 

SIR JOHN B U R Y GORDON, F I F T H AND 
LAST BARONET OF P A R K . 

Thereafter there was read a pape r forwarded 
by Mr J . M. Bulloch, M.A., London, on Sir 
John Bury Gordon, fifth and last Baronet of 
Park, who was born a t Banff in 1781, and who 
raised the 30th Lancers (Gordon's Horse) in 
the Indian Army in 1826. The paper was as 
follows:— 

Banff had a famous son , whom, so far as I 
can discover, she has quite forgotten. At any 
rate, I do not find that any northern histories 
mention the fact that Sir J o h n Bury Gordon, 
5th and last Baronet of Park, who raised the 
"30th Lancers (Gordon's H o r s e ) " in 1826, was 
born in Banff (in 1781). 

The forgetfulness of Banff, however, is ex-
cusable, for it is only of recent years tha t Sir 
John's achievement has been recalled at all. 
The official regimental history, wri t ten about 
30 years ago, says that the regiment was raised 
by " Sir Barnet Gordon," the scribe (probably 
a native) having in the native way mistaken 
the word " B a r o n e t " for Sir John 's Christian: 
name, and it was only in 1903 tha t the regi-
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